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The mission of Embracing Our Differences is to use the arts as a catalyst for creating 
awareness and promoting, throughout our community, the value of diversity, the 

benefits of inclusion and the significance of the active rejection of hatred and prejudice.
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As Embracing Our Differences celebrates its 10th An-
niversary this year, I am reminded of the words of a third 
grade student who, after viewing the exhibit, was heard to 
say “I learned that everyone is going to be someone.” For me, 
this simple observation pretty much summarizes the past 
decade.

Embracing Our Differences believes that everyone 
has the right to feel safe, to be empowered and to make 
a difference in our world. Our goal is to promote diversity 
and inclusion throughout our community and to teach 
everyone the importance of being an “up-stander,” not a 
“by-stander.” 

History has repeatedly shown the threat diversity can pose 
to societies if not accompanied by community commit-
ments to bridging differences and building social solidar-
ity. If humanity is to survive, it is essential for each of us to 
recognize our differences as valuable tools to create a world 
built upon common beliefs in fundamental principles and 
inalienable rights. Together we can create a vibrant com-
munity where differences are embraced and individuality 
is celebrated.

Of great importance to furthering the mission of 
Embracing Our Differences is our educational initiative 
which, we believe, represents the most important aspect of 
our efforts — reaching and impacting the lives of children. 
We are deeply committed to enhancing this program 
and the resources we provide teachers are a top priority. 
With more than 23,000 students participating in 2012, 
Embracing Our Differences continues to be one of the 
largest education programs in Southwest Florida.

A project as large as Embracing Our Differences requires 
the support of many people and organizations, and we 
wish to acknowledge all of those who have played a role in 
supporting our efforts during the past decade. These include 
you, our very generous supporters, sponsors, volunteers, 
docents, participating artists, and everyone who lives 
and spreads our mission. It also includes our Community 
Partners — Gulf Coast Community Foundation, The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee, Ringling College of Art 
and Design, YEA Arts and Sarasota Sister Cities — each of 
which plays an essential role in the success of our efforts.

We look forward to the 2013 exhibit and providing an 
opportunity for our community to reflect upon and deepen 
its awareness that embracing our differences, respecting 
the views of others and standing up against hatred 
and prejudice will lead to a better world for everyone. 
Respecting the beliefs of others is not only a way of thinking 
and feeling — but most importantly, of acting.

Michael J. Shelton
Executive Director

a message from our Executive Director
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2012: Kit Allen, Texas

2012: Amber Dixon, California

2012: Hannah Hoffrogge, 7th Grade, Ontario

The centerpiece of the project is our outdoor international juried art 
exhibit featuring 39 billboard size images reflecting the theme “enriching 
lives through diversity.” 2012 was another phenomenal year with the 
exhibit hosting 249,000 visitors bringing total attendance, since 2004, to 
more than 1,350,000. Our growth continues this year with expansion of 
the exhibit to the Bradenton Riverwalk as well as North Port. 

Our 10th Anniversary exhibit received 4,419 submissions from artists and 
writers representing 52 countries and 41 states. More than 60% of the 
submissions were made by students from 128 schools in 13 countries.
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Everyone 
is breakable.
Choose your 

words

WVEc.

Don’t think
of a perfect 

world;

dKE
it one.

The first step
to accepting

others’ 
differences is to

EMBtCE
your own.

— Katie Schaefer, 7th Grade, Florida — Damon ranta, 10th Grade, Florida — roberto Gonzalez, 6th Grade, Florida

2012 Exhibit 11
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Helen Keller’s words serve as a reminder of the importance of our educational initiative.

“The highest result of education is tolerance.” — Helen Keller
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Since 2004, more than 117,000 students have 
participated including 23,627 from 186 schools in 2012 
alone. Compliments of our generous supporters, most of 
these students received free field trips to the exhibit — a 
lynchpin of our education efforts.

In addition, a variety of resources are provided to 
teachers which include teacher workshops presented 
by nationally recognized educators and lesson plans 
prepared by Sarasota County Schools curriculum 
development specialists. Participating teachers 
overwhelmingly rate our program as a meaningful and 

relevant educational experience for their students 
while independent evaluations have consistently shown 
students: (1) learn to make sense of their world; (2) 
make healthy life choices while recognizing the value of 
diversity; (3) improve self-esteem; and (4) experience 
new ways to learn and succeed.

As a result, students not only have a great free field trip, 
but also a well planned curriculum of art appreciation, 
character building and diversity education that is 
presented before, during and after their visit to the 
exhibit.



14

Of growing importance to our efforts is a variety of 
teacher workshops offered throughout the school year. 

These include: 

•	Creative Writing Workshops designed to take the
 difficult and abstract topic of diversity to teach
  students to express themselves through short,
  powerful phrases;

•	Annual Teacher Workshop developed to deliver all 
 curriculum and other resource materials to teachers
  including professionally developed lesson plans 
 relating to art appreciation, character building and
  diversity education; and,

•	Art Teacher Retreat, presented in partnership with
 Ringling College of Art and Design, is a two-day retreat
 intended to reinvigorate art educators’ teaching 
 practices while inspiring their artistic and art
 integration skills. Participating art teachers were
  collectively responsible for more than 8,500 Sarasota
  and Manatee county students.

Educational Initiative:Bernadette Bennett (standing),
Embracing our Differences’
Education Director and 
Program Specialist 
for Social Studies for 
Sarasota County Schools, 
and teacher Karen Chester
(seated) at the 
2013 annual Teacher
Workshop.
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Above: art teachers received a hands-on experience with Ed Cheetham, Program Director of
Ringling College of Art and Design’s Motion Design Department, at our first Art Teacher Retreat. 

Below: art teachers and riverview high School student docents at the retreat.
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Riverview High School
Co-Existence Club

Educational Initiative: Student Docent Program
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The Embracing Our Differences partnership with 
Riverview High School’s International Baccalaureate 
Program continues to be the jewel in our crown with 
almost 200 students involved as docents and mentors 
to younger children participating in our educational 
initiative — a 40% increase 2011.

Under the guidance of Faculty Advisor Dena Sturm, our 
docents work in the park daily leading groups of younger 
students through the exhibit, inspiring them to recognize 
and understand the messages delivered through the art 
and quotes. With their guided questions and planted 
seeds of inquiry, students are led to realizations of 
their own about diversity and acceptance of not only 

themselves but of others who may be different. Student 
docent tours were provided to 10,910 K-8 children 
visiting the exhibit in 2012. 

The Riverview Co-Existence Club is, for the fourth year 
in a row, the school’s largest student organization. These 
wonderfully dynamic and thoughtful students continue 
to make us proud with their classroom and community 
achievements.

Through new partnerships with Southeast High School’s 
IB Program and North Port High School, we look forward 
to expanding our docent program and high school 
outreach in 2013.
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Our Make-A-Day Of It! Program is a model 
for collaboration and maximizing community 
resources. Through this program teachers and their 
students who attend one of our exhibits are provided 
the opportunity, using our free school buses, to 
participate in complimenting education programs 
with:

2012: Kathleen Giddens, Florida

2007: Elizabeth Graf, Florida

2011: anatoliy Dzhuga, 12th Grade, Florida

Florida Studio Theater
Sarasota Orchestra Young Person’s 

Concerts
Mote Marine Laboratory

Sarasota Supervisor of Elections 
Tour

Ringling Museum of Art
Sarasota City Hall Tour

Selby Gardens
Key Chorale

Van Wezel Schooltime Performances
South Florida Museum

North Port City Government Tours
This asset sharing is unique in Southwest Florida 
with 8,111 students benefiting in 2012.
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Educational Initiative:
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“I have become very aware 
of the numerous people 

that long to improve the world.”

“I never expected the exhibit 
to affect me as much as it has.”

“I had never worked with 
special needs students before 

and was truly touched by how
thoughtful and considerate 

they were of each other. Every piece
of art that we showed them led to 

stories about their 
own personal experiences.”

Docent comments:

Educational Initiative:

On my first visit to the exhibit I had no idea what to 
expect. My friends and I gathered for a picnic and 
before long found ourselves entranced by the art and 
its symbolism. I was awestruck and yearned to know 
more. Two weeks later, while visiting the exhibit with 
my school, my curiosity grew. Now almost two years have 
passed, and I am a docent teaching younger students. 
Feeding the curiosity of young students and adults alike 
is an incredible opportunity and a rewarding experience.

Recognizing new ideas in each piece through different 
perspectives continues to broaden my own scope of the 
world. Embracing Our Differences has taught me to see 
the world through the eyes of a child — to constantly 
question, investigate and wonder. The experience is 
priceless.

— Fiorella Nicoloso
is a senior at Riverview High School,

a member of the Co-Existence Club and an
Embracing Our Differences docent for two years.
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Visual art often projects a powerful image that may 
last a lifetime. It has always been important for me as 
an art teacher that my students create art which is not 
only personally meaningful, but meaningful within 
the context of society as a whole. The Embracing Our 
Differences project creates the perfect environment to 
bring a rich discussion of bias, hatred, tolerance and 
acceptance into my classroom and the important role 
art plays as a catalyst for social change.

To quote the Polish artist, Magdalena Abakanowicz, 
“[a]rt does not solve problems but makes us aware of 
their existence. It opens our eyes to see and our brain 
to imagine.” Through the Embracing Our Differences 
experience, all of us — students and teachers alike — 
are learning to open our eyes and dare to image a world 
of possibilities.

– Marilyn Caruso
Ms. Caruso is an art teacher at North Port High School.

Educational Initiative:
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“My students learned how to respect one another 
in new and unique ways.”

Teacher comments:

“Having one of our students as a featured artist 
was the highlight of our school year.”

“I look forward to expanding my artistic vision 
with Embracing Our Differences.”

“EOD’s teaching materials allow me to have deeper 
conversations with my students about the exhibit.”
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Island Park
Sarasota Bay Front
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On behalf of the City of Sarasota, it is my pleasure to 
recognize Embracing Our Differences as it celebrates 
its 10th anniversary.

Embracing Our Differences and its artistic and 
literary expressions celebrating diversity are powerful 
reminders that everyone can participate and has a 
role to play in making our community and the world 
a more inclusive place for everyone. For a decade, 
Embracing Our Differences has been the catalyst for 
community conversations involving a wide range a 
range of critically important social issues such as 
bridging geographic and social gaps, developing a 
shared regional identity and engaging residents in 
community conversations. 

The project’s educational initiative has become 
a model for teaching diversity in a manner that 
is understandable to our children. As a universal 
language, the arts are a channel to understanding 
and appreciating not only our own differences, but 
those of others. Through the visual and written arts, 
Embracing Our Differences is empowering our young 
people to develop perspectives that differ from their 
own making them better prepared to become active 

participants in tomorrow’s world - exactly what we 
need in today’s youth.

We are a nation that takes pride in our ethnic 
diversity, recognizing its importance in shaping our 
society and in adding richness to its existence. Yet, we 
simultaneously insist that we can and must function 
and live in a way that ignores these very differences 
that in other contexts we laud. In the real world, it’s 
simply not possible for everyone to hold the same 
views. That’s how it is and how it should be. Embracing 
Our Differences has taught us the value of respecting 
others and how to avoid stereotyping, hatred and 
prejudice. For those who have cared to listen, it has 
taught us the necessity of hearing everyone’s voice. 

As Mayor, it is my privilege to honor those individuals 
and organizations that embrace, celebrate and invite 
the participation of diverse people in making Sarasota 
a community we can all feel proud to call home. 
I commend everyone associated with Embracing 
Our Differences and its community supporters 
for making our city the home of this exciting and 
provocative project. You have provided a wonderful 
gift by reminding each of us that whatever superficial 
differences we may display, our humanity is a universal 
constant. 

Mayor Suzanne Atwell
City of Sarasota
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Since the dawn of man, before the human race 
ever developed language, man expressed himself 
through a “visual voice.” From the first cave 
drawings to the paintings of the Renaissance, 
to the contemporary installation art of today, 
this voice has not just chronicled history, it has 
defined beliefs and helped express the essence 
of humanity. This voice has caused us to feel 
inspired, tolerant, respected, secure, and free. 
And this voice has led to our having purpose, 
compassion, and spirit.

Justice and fairness have always been two of my 
deepest personal core values, so it is with great 
pride that I applaud the efforts of Embracing Our 
Differences on behalf of all of us at Ringling College 
of Art and Design. The artistic works on display in 

this exhibition draw on the power of the visual image 
to advocate for our liberties and values as citizens 
of this world. The messages they proclaim in word 
and image can inspire understanding, celebrate 
diversity, and challenge us to speak up for equality 
and human rights. As you explore these works, 
I encourage you to listen to this visual voice – the 
voice of the artist. If you really listen, you will hear 
people working together to forge a world that gives 
voice to the voiceless, power to the powerless, hope 
to the hopeless… who aim to create a world that 
matches the purity of our intentions, the optimism 
of our ideals… and is as beautiful and good as we 
human beings know it can be. 

Dr. Larry R. Thompson, President
Ringling College of Art and Design
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German archaeologists recently discovered a temple 
at Gobekli Tepe in southeastern Turkey that was built 
by prehistoric people who had not yet developed 
metal tools or even pottery, learned to farm grains or 
domesticate animals. The temple is about 11,500 years 
old. It predates Stonehenge by 6,000 years, and is 
twice as old as the pyramids. 

The site might be the birthplace of agriculture, of 
organized religion and of civilization itself. It was built 
of massive pillars 10 feet high and weighing several 
tons each. The pillars are carved with detailed, stylized 
images of foxes, scorpions, lions, boars and birds. 

Although petroglyphs indicate that art even predates 
what we think of as civilization, the fact that decorative 
artwork was an integral part of the oldest collective 
structure ever discovered and that we can admire it 
thousands of years later speaks to the power of art to 
communicate across civilizations and centuries. 

That power has been harnessed magnificently for the 
past nine years in the Embracing Our Differences 
project. The project’s larger-than-life integration of 
imagery and text offers thought-provoking messages 
reinforced by beautiful illustrations of the harmony 
that results when diverse elements are creatively 
arranged and displayed. 

The images invariably stimulate lively conversation. 

When the viewers are among the more than 100,000 
students who have visited the Embracing Our 
Differences exhibits during field trips over the past 
six years, the conversations continue in kitchens and 
family rooms throughout the county. 

The insights gained from the experience are invaluable 
for students, parents and the community at large. The 
increased appreciation of the rich variety of expression 
to be found in the diverse people and cultures of the 
world helps students and families understand that 
whatever superficial differences people display, their 
humanity is a universal constant. 

As it is revealed in the artwork of the Embracing 
Our Differences project, that message of common 
humanity is a source of strength and beauty. It leaves 
a visceral impression that prompts the current 
generation to re-examine its assumptions. It inspires 
the next generation to transform today’s glorious 
vision into tomorrow’s nurturing social reality. 

How satisfying to think that in 11,000 years, 
archaeologists from a peaceful, empathetic, 
prosperous and joyful world might discover our work 
and say, “This was the beginning.” 

Lori White, Superintendent 
Sarasota County School District
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The City of Bradenton is very excited to welcome 
the Embracing Our Differences international art 
exhibit to the crown jewel of our park system, 
the newly opened Bradenton Riverwalk. Though 
this may sound like hometown bias, we truly 
can’t imagine a better location for this over-sized 
“celebration of diversity.” Stretching alongside the 
scenic Manatee River, Bradenton Riverwalk offers 
art lovers the opportunity to view this important 

exhibit, while simultaneously enjoying the beauty 
of our downtown riverfront. 

We look forward to welcoming thousands of new 
visitors during the exhibit’s stay with us during the 
month of April. Through its innovative education 
program, more than 6,000 area students will 
benefit from free bus transportation to the exhibit 
to learn the important message of rejecting hatred 
and prejudice while becoming “up-standers,” not 
“by-standers.” We truly believe the experience will 
touch the hearts of everyone involved.

With 4,419 submissions representing 52 countries, 
we are especially proud of our 15 Bradenton 
neighbors selected to be part of the project’s 10th 
Anniversary exhibit.

The exhibit is more than art for art’s sake. Through 
the display, our community is provided with a 
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unique opportunity to reflect upon and deepen 
its awareness that respecting the beliefs of others 
will lead to a better community for all. 

On behalf of the City of Bradenton, I want to 
personally invite everyone to visit this remarkable 
display and learn that, together, we can create 
a vibrant community that is safe and inclusive 
for all — where differences are embraced and 
individuality is celebrated.

Mayor Wayne H. Poston
City of Bradenton

EXPCDS 5 BtKN5N vVOWBK!

Embracing Our Differences is 
proud to open the exhibit in this 
vital new third location for our
10th Anniversary Celebration!

The City of Bradenton, Florida has played an 
important role in the Embracing Our Differences 
story from the beginning. As we celebrate our 
anniversary, we’re thrilled to bring the exhibit to 
the city and its beautiful new Bradenton Riverwalk.

Embracing Our Differences
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First exhibit presented 
during February in 

partnership with the 
Florida Holocaust 

Museum and 
Jerusalem’s Museum

on the Seam.

Annual student 
participation = 1,200.

First Annual 
Teacher Workshop.

Van Wezel Community 
Celebration hosting 

1,700.

First exhibit with 
original art submitted 

by 124 Southwest
Florida artists.

Annual visitors 
grow to more than 

100,000.

Annual student 
participation grows to 

2,000.

Exhibit moves to the 
month of April.

Second exhibit opens
in North Port, Florida.

Submissions grow
to 435.

Annual student 
participation grows to 

more than 7,000.

First education 
program partnership 
established with the 

Sarasota Film Festival.

Gulf Coast Community 
Foundation and the 
Jewish Federation of 

Sarasota-Manatee 
become first two 

Community Partners.

Independent Outcome 
Measurements Program 

begins.

Steering Committee 
adopts “education 

program” as its 
number one priority.

National submissions 
accepted for first time 

and exceed 1,000 
representing 12 states.

Ringling College of Art 
and Design becomes a 

Community Partner.

First outdoor movie 
during the exhibit at 

Island Park, The Pursuit 
of Happyness, is shown 
in partnership with the 
Sarasota Film Festival.

Communities in Ohio 
and New York establish 

their own Embracing 
Our Differences projects.

Fifth Anniversary

Total visitors since 
2004 grow to

more than 500,000.

Annual student 
participation grows to 

more than 10,000.

International 
submissions accepted 

for first time
from 30 countries.

Sarasota Sister Cities 
becomes a

Community Partner.

Luo Sihang, a 4th grade 
student from Sarasota 

Sister City, Xiamen, 
China, has artwork

selected for inclusion.

Atlanta establishes its 
own Embracing Our 
Differences project.
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Annual visitors grow to 
more than 150,000.

Total student 
participation since 
2004 grows to more 

than 50,000.

First organization to 
create and distribute 
teacher lesson plans 

using Sarasota County 
School’s ActivBoard 

system.

First organization
to utilize Sarasota 

County School’s 
Safari Live video 

conferencing system 
allowing teachers 

to attend in-service 
training classes from 

remote locations.

Student participation 
grows to over 20,000.

Submissions grow to 
more than 2,500.

Partners-in-Education 
Program begins with 
5 partners benefiting 
over 7,000 students.

Annual “Writing About
Diversity” teacher work- 

shop in partnership 
with YEA Arts and 

the Kennedy Center’s 
Partners in Education.

Student Docent
Program begins with 

38 docents.

Riverview High School
Co-Existence Club 

formed, immediately 
becoming the school’s 

largest student 
organization.

Island Park exhibit 
expands to two months 

— April and May.

Annual visitors grow to 
more than 275,000

Total visitors since 
2004 grow to more

than 1,000,000.

YEA Arts
becomes newest

Community Partner. 

Patterson Foundation 
reveals that 57% of 

surveyed teachers have 
participated in our 

educational initiative 
— more than any other 

organization.

First annual luncheon 
held with more than 

400 guests.

Student participation 
grows to over 23,000 

from 186 schools.

Student participation 
since 2004 grows to 
more than 117,000.

   
Submissions grow to 
more than 4,500 — 

 from 53 countries, 40 
states and 127 schools.

Partners-in-Education 
program renamed 
Make-A-Day Of It! 

Program and expands 
to include 11 partners.

First annual two-day
Art Teacher Retreat

presented with 
Ringling College of Art 

and Design.

200 student docents 
provide tours to over 
10,000 K-8 students.

Tenth Anniversary

Third exhibit 
location opens in 

Bradenton, Florida.

Total visitors since 
2004 expected to grow 

to more than 
1,700,000.

Total student 
participation since 

2004 expected to grow 
to more than 145,000.

Student Docent 
Program expands 
to North Port and 

Bradenton.
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2011: Pavel Melecky, Texas2010: Gregory Prescott, California 2006: Pat Kaufman, Florida
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2012: rachel St. Denis, New Jersey 2009: Lim Luen Gui, Malaysia2008: Sarah Carr, Florida

bOKU BAK
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(left) 2012 Best in Show Adult:
Life’s Library by Andrea Rankin, 

Sarasota County Technical Institute, Sarasota, Florida, 
Teacher: April J. Irwin

(below left) 2012 Best in Show Student:
Yourself by Alina Căprioară,

10th Grade, Alexandru Ioan Cuza National College,
Galati, Romania. Teacher: Silvia Rapiteanu

(below right) 2011 Best in Show Adult:
Fragile World by Alison Johnson,

Feeding Hills, Massachusetts
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(below left) 2011 Best in Show Student:
Birds of a Feather by Jordan Oye, 
7th Grade, Brookside Middle School, Sarasota, Florida,
Teacher: Anita Wexler

(right) 2010 Best in Show Adult: 
Eye of the Beholder by Sean D. McDonald, 
Sarasota, Florida

(below right) 2010 Best in Show Student: 
A Smile is Beautiful in Any Color by Trinity Crosen, 
7th Grade, Venice Nokomis United Methodist Preschool, 
Nokomis, Florida, Teacher: Barbara Zier
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(left) 2009 Best in Show Adult:
Apples and Oranges by Ashly Lovett.

West Monroe, Louisiana,
Ringling College of Art and Design

(below left) 2009 Best in Show Student:
We are All Good Friends by Shen Hongying,

1st Grade, Egret River New Town Elementary School, 
Xiamen, China, Teacher: Huang Sefen

(below right) 2008 Best in Show Adult:
Joyfully Celebrate Life by Kāla,

Yonkers, New York
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(below left) 2008 Best in Show Student:
The World’s Children are One Loving Family
by Luo Sihang, 4th Grade, Xiamen Datong Elementary 
School, Xiamen, China, Teacher: Luo Ping

(right) 2007: 
Broken World by by Cory Gallagher, 11th Grade, 
New Gate School, Sarasota, Florida, 
Teachers: Amy Kremer and Jeff Cornwell

(below right) 2006: 
Forgiveness by Kambria Tabor,
Sarasota, Florida, Ringling College of Art and Design
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Australia
Austria
Belarus
Belgium

Brazil
Cameroon

Canada
China

Croatia
Czech Republic

Denmark
England
France

Georgia
Germany

Grand Cayman
Greece

India
Indonesia

Iran
Ireland
Israel
Italy

Japan
Kenya
Latvia

Lebanon
Malaysia

New Zealand
Mauritius

Mexico
Netherlands

Nigeria
Pakistan

Norway
Philippines

Poland
Portugal
Russia

Saudi Arabia
Scotland

Serbia
Singapore
Slovakia

South Africa
South Korea
Switzerland

Thailand
Turkey

Ukraine
United States

Venezuela

Alabama
Alaska

Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado

Connecticut
District of 
Columbia

Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Illinois

Indiana

Kansas
Louisiana
Maryland

Massachusetts
Maine
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– Masie Chong
Herndon, Virginia

Quotation
Differences Work, 
Just Ask a Fork

Liat Waks

Petah Tiqwa, Israel

A second glance
opens a world of

Scan to Meet the Artist

Best in Show Adult
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– Karin Delaisse
High Point, North Carolina

Quotation

Prettier Life
Narsis Montazer

Brighton, EnglandDo not bow down 
to what is;

STCD UP
to what can be.

Scan to Meet the Artist
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– Ernesto P. Santiago
Athens, Greece

Quotation

Working
Dennis Smith

Green Park, Missouri

Scan to Meet the Artist

TOOLS;
let’s use them

carefully and wisely.

Our differences are

LEDNU
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– Sara Graceffa
Bradenton, Florida

Quotation

Siblings
Melanie Chatot

Sarasota, Florida
Ringling College of Art and Design

Diversity is like
a kaleidoscope —

BEAU4FUL
no matter which way

you view its parts.
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– Michael Clancy
Sarasota, Florida

6th Grade, Booker Middle School
Teacher: Joanna Fox

Quotation

Colorless World
Emma Williams

St. Clair, Michigan 
11th Grade, St. Clair TEC
Teacher: Keely Baribeau

The true color of people
is not the shade of

their skin
but the tint of their

POSnBWIP.
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– David Russo
Sarasota, Florida

8th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Teachers: Moya Hanaway & Doug Abel

Quotation

Taste of 
Embracement

Ivana Cokrlic

Novi Sad, Serbia

Diversity is like salt — 
it adds

FXVo
to everything and 

makes the world POP!
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– Brandy Marie Hamilton
Yorktown, Virginia

Quotation See 
Me He She We

Jeff Whipple

Jacksonville, Florida

If you’re only judging 
by what you see, 

you’re missing all the

Scan to Meet the Artist
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– Andrea Kreithen
Lakewood Ranch, Florida

Quotation

The Mixed
Equation

Josephine 
Foong Hui Wen

Putrajaya, Malaysia 
11th Grade

Nexus International School

The more

VDIQY
in the flower garden, 

the more beautiful 
the bouquet.
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– Anthony Estremera
Bradenton, Florida

3rd Grade, Florine J. Abel Elementary
Teacher: Karen Runde

Quotation
You, Me, Them, 

Everybody… 
Everybody

Olivia Junghans

Bradenton, Florida
12th Grade 

Lakewood Ranch High School
Teacher: Kari Reddish

A life without

DIFFONCP
isn’t a life at all.
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– Claudia Young
Sarasota, Florida

4th Grade, Florine J. Abel Elementary
Teacher: Ivory Graham

Quotation

Hello
Lisa Wee Eng Cheng

Nairobi, KenyaDn’T JUDGE
the font; 

judge what is written!

Scan to Meet the Artist



Lisa Wee Eng Cheng 61



62

– Lina Howard
North Port, Florida

Quotation

Our Love Family
Loretta Angelica

Woonsocket, Rhode Island

Eliminate
boundaries —

CuFE
communities.
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– Bob Richardson
Sarasota, Florida

Quotation The World’s
Family Tree

Livy Long

New Oxford, Pennsylvania
Ringling College of Art and Design

Scan to Meet the Artist

Change the world;

LO9
someone you were

taught to hate.
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– Daphne English-Bazenas
Sarasota, Florida

Quotation
Cyber Bullying: 

Beware of the
Big Bad Predator

Steven Staub, 
Bobby Alvarez &

Gennadity Kazimirov

North Port, Florida 
7th Grade, Heron Creek Middle School

Teacher: Dottie Cory

Bullies thrive 
where silence reigns.

Refuse to be a victim
or a silent bystander.

Best in Show Student

bOK UP. zCD UP. 
SrAK UP.

Scan to Meet one of the Artists
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– Grace Castilow
Sarasota, Florida

7th Grade, Booker Middle School
Teacher: Joanna Fox

Quotation Heavy Rain
Stephen Parks

Sarasota, Florida
12th Grade

Sarasota County Technical Institute
Teacher: April Irwin

No one deserves to be 
limited by another’s

Scan to Meet the Artist

Best in Show
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– Alexis Hussey
North Port, Florida

10th Grade, North Port High School
Teacher: Daphne Bazenas

Quotation
Words Hurt

Austin Apap Bologna

Sarasota, Florida
6th Grade, Sarasota Middle School

Teacher: Elaine Gale

Scan to Meet the Artist

Stand up for the one
whose cry for

HMP
is too silent 
to be heard.
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Quotation We All Have 
a Hand in It

Ms. Perrotta’s Kindergarten Class
Yordi, Juliana, Daniel, Bruce, Zoe, Paul, MaKayla,
 Patience, Griffin, Josh, Briarlyn, Jamiyah, Sophie, 

Jonathan, Zekiah, Chris, Aleigha & Ava

Sarasota, Florida
Phillippi Shores Elementary School

Teacher: Angela Perrotta

Scan to Meet the Artists

– Miles Fischer
Bradenton, Florida

7th Grade, Johnson Middle School
Teacher: Mary O’Brien

A puzzle can’t be

WHOY
unless the pieces

work together.
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– Aleksandra Waga
Radom, Poland

Quotation Accept the 
Difference
to Paint a 

Better World
Jamille Bianca

Tan Aguilar

Manila, Philippines

The real beauty of art 
is the ability to

CREFE
multiple interpretations

of our differences.
We are the ART!
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– Jiaqi Song
Sarasota, Florida

12th Grade, Riverview High School
Teacher: Pearlie Green

Quotation

One Life,
One Family,

One Love
Fadhlur Rahman

Republic of Singapore
Si Ling Secondary School

Teacher: Karmilah Khamis

Being oneself is what 
everyone can do

POFECTc.
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Quotation

Laundry
Mariah Robertson

Bradenton, Florida
12th Grade

Lakewood Ranch High School
Teacher: Kari Reddish

Racism is the wall we
erect between ourselves;

ACEPTCCE
is the bulldozer used 

to demolish it.

– Christian Perez
North Port, Florida

10th Grade, North Port High School
Teacher: Daphne Bazenas
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Quotation

– Laura Timms
Sarasota, Florida

5th Grade, Fruitville Elementary
Teacher: Ruth Cain

Be kind to

EVOYnE —
not only your kind.

Everyone’s
Different

Nicole Corporan, 
Davika Desai, 
Grace Schultz 

& Holly Schwartz

Sarasota, Florida
4th Grade, Ashton Elementary School

Teacher: Regina Miller

Scan to Meet the Artists
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Quotation

When we learn
to honor each other’s

holidays, we can

CMEBt2
together all year long.

– Kim Garvey
Bradenton, Florida

Scan to Meet the Artist

We Are All
the Same

Ki-Jana Brown

Bradenton, Florida
12th Grade

Lakewood Ranch High School
Teacher: Kari Reddish
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Quotation

People tell me I’m 
different, but I just

SfY
because I’m glad 
I’m not the same.

– Madison Taylor Miller
Osprey, Florida

8th Grade, Pine View School
Teacher: Kristin Guay

Scan to Meet the Artist

The Reflection
Madison Adams

North Port, Florida
11th Grade, North Port High School

Teacher: Marilyn Caruso
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Quotation

Parenting a child with 
differences has

ENvCHL
our lives beyond 

our wildest dreams.

– Stacy & Bill Quaid
Bradenton, Florida

Scan to Meet the Artist

State of Mind
Gabrielle Lambert

North Port, Florida
12th Grade, North Port High School

Teacher: Marilyn Caruso
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Quotation

Those who think they
are better than

O3OS
haven’t seen the 

worst of themselves
or the best of others.

– Linita Calvacca
Tampa, Florida

Scan to Meet the Artist

Disorderly
Shelbylyn Freeman

Sarasota, Florida
10th Grade, Booker High School

Teacher: Jeffery Cornwell
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– Jaclyn Gauthier
Bradenton, Florida

7th, Grade, Johnson Middle School
Teacher: Weidong Liu

Quotation

Three Faces,
One People

Elaine Gale

Sarasota, Florida

Alone I am strong  —
 but with others I am

UNzOPPABY.
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Quotation

Each letter of 
the alphabet alone
means nothing, but

5GQHO
they create magical 

endless possibilities.

– Donna DiCristofalo
Allenhurst, New Jersey

Scan to Meet the Artist

You
Susanne Kasielke

Washington, DC
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Quotation

Look and try to find
any evidence of

GOOD
that hides within your

opponent before
taking an unnecessary 

defensive act.

– Gleb Mishchenko
Bradenton, Florida

Scan to Meet the Artist

We
Alessandra Svatek

Prague, Czech Republic
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Quotation

Speaking out for
equality and justice

takes

JUtGE.
Make your voice heard. 

Dare to be brave.

– Arlene J. Pearlman
Sarasota, Florida

Scan to Meet the Artist

Coexistence
Mike Hodges

Sarasota, Florida
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– Noah Font
Bradenton, Florida

5th Grade, Palma Sola Elementary
Teacher: Erika Vitiene

Quotation

Card Games
Terri Adams

Osprey, Florida

When you exclude
someone, 

you exclude an

OPPoTUjTY.
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– Niky Roblero
Bradenton, Florida

7th Grade, Johnson Middle School
Teacher: Mary O’Brien

Quotation

Burning Diversity
Witchler Glezil

Bradenton, Florida
12th Grade

Lakewood Ranch High School
Teacher: Kari Reddish

Just because nobody 
is following you, 

doesn’t mean you’re not

LEADU.
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– Kailey Georgie
Sarasota, Florida

4th Grade, Florine J. Abel Elementary
Teacher: Ivory Graham

Quotation
Differences Don’t 

Hold Me
Back

Bianca Carey

Venice, Florida
5th Grade

Taylor Ranch Elementary School
Teacher: Lisa Figueroa

Differences are a

GIFT,
not a mistake.
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Quotation

The depth of our
differences are 

shallower than we think 
and the depth of our

SIfXvTIP
deeper than we 
acknowledge.

– Tanaz Ahmed
Plainsboro, New Jersey

Scan to Meet the Artist

Walk a Mile
in My Shoes

Cheryll Huck

Prince George, British Columbia
Canada
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– Amy Padgett
Murphy, Texas

Quotation

Bones and Hats
Jonathan Charles

Osprey, Florida
9th Grade, Pine View School

Teacher: Retsy Lauer

Everyone is uncommon 
in some way. 

It’s what we all have

T JMMn.
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Quotation

It used to bother me
 that my daughter’s socks 

never matched. 
Now I

EMBtCE
her uniqueness

and smile.

– Tracie Parrott
Sarasota, Florida

Take a Chance
Faith Marie Sullivan

Sarasota, Florida
5th Grade

Wilkinson Elementary School
Teacher: Dodie Phillips
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Quotation

Don’t measure life on
how long you live, but on 

how much you did to

dKE A 
DIFFONCE.

– Kayla Carmona
North Port, Florida

10th Grade, North Port High School
Teacher: Daphne Bazenas

It’s All Up to
You Now

Wade Turner

Sarasota, Florida
10th Grade, Booker High School

Teacher: Jeffery Cornwell
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Quotation

– Leo Ramos
Sarasota, Florida

8th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Teacher: Moya Hanaway

Making a
Beautiful

World
Maedeh Mosawerzadeh

Tehran, Iran
12th Grade, Fine Arts School of Tehran

Teacher: Elaheh Moghaddami

ZFE
is lived but once, 
so why fill it with

 hate or discrimination?
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Quotation

I would not have
lived, loved, or

XUGRD
nearly as much… 

had I not embraced 
those who 

differ from me.

– D. R. Sult
South Bend, Indiana

Different Beauty
Demond Jones

Port Huron, Michigan
11th Grade, Port Huron High School

Teacher: Scott Magneson

114
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Quotation

Seek to

ACEPT,
not except.

– Joanna Fox
Sarasota, Florida

Scan to Meet the Artist

Cut From
the Same Cloth

Lela Thompson

Osprey, Florida
12th Grade, Pine View School

Teacher: Retsy Lauer
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Quotation

Diversity is never 
a weakness; it is a force 

that gives room for

7IQUNEy.

– Esther Emedeme
Lagos, Nigeria, West Africa

Scan to Meet the Artist

In Spite of Every 
Belief, Next 

to Each Other
Mohammad Afshar

Isfahan, Iran
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(left) Seeing Eye to Eye by Trevor Hewitt, 
London, England, 12th Grade, International 
Community School, Teacher: Joanna Cooper

(below left) Odd Girl Out by Angela Perez,
Bradenton, Florida, State College of Florida

(below right) Shadows of Myself by Danny Medina, 
Port Charlotte, Florida, 12th Grade,

Port Charlotte High School, Teacher: Denise Francis
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(right) Raising Ourselves for Global Unity
by Justen Paul Tolentino, Valenzuela City, Philippines

(below left) Embracing Our Differences 
by Mona Farsi, Esfahan, Iran

(below right) Differences by Michael Vincent Manalo, 
Manila, Philippines



of seemingly adversarial characters gets a 
lot done in this world when they work with 
their differences.

n pg. 48 
Melanie Chatot

Through my art I 
explore the themes 

of diversity and inclusion in America and 
the fact that this nation is a melting pot 
of ethnicities. Being from El Salvador, 
I have experienced the difficulties of 
adapting to a different culture and 
language. In my piece, I imagine how 
siblings who have mixed ethnicities 
could look very different and still have 
the bond of being brothers and sisters. 
In a world where races have mixed so 
much, the color of one’s skin and eyes 
have little importance. If anything, it 
serves to heighten the beauty of mixing 
ethnicities.

n pg. 50
 Emma Williams

The message of my 
artwork is very sim-

ple… it acts as a warning. So often today 
it seems that people are forgetting their 
true identity. They fall into what everyone 
else is doing and they lie to themselves and 
those around them. Embracing our differ-
ences and staying true to oneself can be 
one of the hardest lessons to learn; how-
ever, it is also the most important. After 

122

n pg. 42
 Liat Waks

This illustration dem-
onstrates how even 

simple tasks are impossible if we are all ex-
actly the same. If we are open to embrace 
the fact that we are different, together we 
can achieve much more. As an artist, scien-
tist, and mother, I am always seeking new 
creative projects. The Embracing Our Dif-
ferences exhibit is a fun and creative way to 
shed light on this very important subject.

n pg. 44
 Narsis Montazer

Prettier Life impresses 
the fact that no mat-

ter who we are, where we have come from, 
and which ethnic group we belong to, we 
all have things in common. I tried to prove 
the fact that despite all of our geographi-
cal distances and different cultures, we all 
have similar natures. Let’s hope one day we 
become free from where we live and just 
respect our differences.

n pg. 46
 Dennis Smith 
 
Illustration is one of 
my favorite means of

expressing an idea. This comical portrayal 

all, the world would be so dull if everyone 
looked and acted the same way. God made 
us different for a reason. The world wasn’t 
meant to be colorless. 

n pg. 52
 Ivana Cokrlic

In my artwork spice 
silhouettes have been 

used to represent different races. The 
spices originate from different cultures, yet 
they have been widely accepted in cuisines 
around the world. The goal is to clearly 
imply how many differences have been 
accepted and that by embracing them we 
have improved our lives and made them 
more interesting. I see these differences 
not as dissimilarities, but as novelties 
which bring progress to our society.

n pg. 54
 Jeff Whipple

See Me He She We is 
about how people 

need to see each other without putting 
their own fears, desires or prejudices in 
the way. The two people are using their 
pointed fingers to keep each other from 
seeing who they really are. It shows as if 
they want to see only what they believe, 
rather than what it is really there. This 
image began as an oil painting and I 
created it by posing with my friend, 
Natasha. She is fiery and sociable and I 
am mild and reserved. We have few things

DTVT zFEMNTS
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in common, but we definitely SEE and ap-
preciate our differences.

n pg. 56
 Josephine Foong 
 Hui Wen 

The people in the pic-
ture consist of a pure Asian girl, a Europe-
an boy, and a European girl. I come from 
an international school in Malaysia where 
embracing diversity is part of our motto 
and it is regarded with the utmost impor-
tance. Embracing our differences could be 
interpreted in ways such as the difference 
in race, gender and personality. I decided 
to take the head on approach and capture 
the moment where three different people 
from three different backgrounds came to-
gether and worked with each other despite 
their differences… to produce this piece 
of art.

n pg. 58
 Olivia Junghans

“And remember, people 
that no matter who you 

are and what you do to live, thrive, and sur-
vive, there’s still some things that makes us 
all the same. You. Me. Them. Everybody . . . 
Everybody.” — Elwood Blues
I was inspired to create this work of art af-
ter watching The Blues Brothers. At the 
end of the movie, Elwood makes the point 
that no matter what we do, there are still 
some things that “make us all the same.” 

It’s important to remember that you may 
have a different taste in music, or you may 
fight (like cats and dogs), but you’re no 
more human than the next guy. The broth-
ers fought, but they joined together to give 
everybody a good time. Everybody is equal.

n pg. 60
 Lisa Wee Eng Cheng

I am a Chinese girl 
from Malaysia living 

in Kenya since 2005. When I first moved to 
Kenya, most people had never seen a Chi-
nese person. They would stare and point. 
It made me learn that in order to embrace 
differences, I have to be the first to make 
friends. The word “hello” is simple, yet 
powerful. It is the first step of welcom-
ing. I thought to bring together different 
languages from the word “hello.” I chose 
to change the colors of races in order for 
the audience to enjoy a new perspective. 
Hence the title of the work: Hello. It sounds 
different but the meaning is the same: hel-
lo. Be the first to embrace differences.

n pg. 62
 Loretta Angelica

“One clear night , 
there was a heart cry-

ing softly in the darkness. If felt so lonely 
it couldn’t sleep. Yet, somehow, the heart 
found comfort when gazing up at the end-
less night sky. The stars whispered their 
song to the heart ‘we are alone, we are all 

one, we are alone, we are all one…’” My 
artwork, Our Love Family, evokes this sto-
ry. I hope it resonates with you as well.

n pg. 64
 Livy Long

My piece represents 
the idea that we’re all 

in this together and if our differences are 
put aside, we can be part of one universal 
family – with a worldwide family tree of 
colorful peace and unity.

n pg. 66
 Steven Staub, Bobby  
 Alvarez & Gennadity  
 Kazimirov

The Big Bad Wolf represents predators in 
cyberspace. The Little Pigs do not know 
who is stalking them. Beware of who is 
watching you through the Internet.

n pg. 68
 Stephen Parks

My piece represents 
the hate and stereo-

typing that children face in their daily lives. 
We, as a nation, have become unwilling to 
accept differences and look upon them 
in a negative way. It is difficult to hide 
from the rain; even with an umbrella you 
will still get wet. No matter how hard one 
tries to look the other way, words will 
always affect someone emotionally. The



•	 	“How	we	embrace	each	other.”	(Jamiyah)
•	 	“See	that	we	might	be	of	a	different	color,
   but we all have the same hands.” (Juliana)

n pg. 74
 Jamille Bianca
  Tan Aguilar

My drawing empha- 
sizes how everyone should set aside 
their biases and learn to love and accept 
each other as brothers and sisters of this 
world. It shows children of different races 
who bond together to “paint” the world 
they visualize. The world they “paint” 
is filled with the love, peace, hope, joy, 
and unity that they wish to experience 
by accepting each other’s differences. 
The theme makes a really deep point in 
each of us. It also makes me reflect on 
how important it is to be different and 
unique. Difference lets us be ourselves 
and it is present in everyday life. “ Your 
imagination is your preview of life’s coming 
attractions.” — Albert Einstein.

n pg. 76
 Fadhlur Rahman

My artwork represents 
the idea of embrac-

ing our differences through life in a loving 
family. Each individual in a family unit has 
his or her own interest and perspective to-
wards life. By always accommodating and 
understanding each other’s differences, we 
embrace our differences. This artwork was 

produced by creating the images of two 
different faces (seen left and right). The 
faces were initially painted together and 
then set separately in order to insert the 
values shared as a family. The differences 
we embrace pull us together as a family. 

n pg. 78
 Mariah Robertson

I chose to raise 
awareness about 

racism in my project. The quote caught 
my attention and I decided to create 
my piece around its message. I agree 
with the meaning that skin color should 
not separate people. I hope my artwork 
encourages people to accept others no 
matter what the color of their skin.

n pg. 80
Nicole Corporan, Davika
Desai, Grace Schultz &  
Holly Schwartz

Fruits are just like people. They can be 
sweet, sour, soft on the outside, hard 
on the inside, wide, tall, skinny, and 
fat. In the end, these fruits are colorful, 
healthy, and give us variety. They can 
all be in one bowl, so why can’t we?

n pg. 82
 Ki-Jana Brown

People judge others 
like a book is judged

lights above the umbrella in the picture 
represent the hope that there is for the fu-
ture. Once we learn to accept each other’s 
differences, we will prosper as a communi-
ty. Our differences are not something to be 
looked upon negatively, but things which 
make us interesting.

n pg. 70
 Austin Apap Bologna

“If you think only 
physical bullying hurts, 

you’re wrong. Words hurt just as much.”

n pg. 72
 Ms. Perrotta’s  
 Kindergarten Class

I am lucky to have a 
job that is also my passion and I am in-
spired every year by a new group of stu-
dents. Just like every child is different, ev-
ery year, each class has its own personality. 
This year our class represents diversity in 
many ways: different cultures, abilities, 
interests and just about every aspect each 
person can be. 

From the students’ thoughts: “When people 
see my work, I’d like them to…”
•	 	“ Think	 about	 loving	 the	 painting
   we made!” (Griffin)
•	 	“See	that	it’s	beautiful.”	(Ava)
•	 	“Think	 about	 their	 moms	 and	 dads.”
  (Aleigha)
•	“Be	nice	to	each	other.”	(Sophie)
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by its cover. If everyone would read just 
a couple chapters of that book, the World 
would be different. Human beings come in 
a variety of colors, shapes, and sizes. Ev-
eryone on our planet is different in his or 
her own way, but we all share one thing in 
common — a heart.

n pg. 84
 Madison Adams 

My inspiration was 
the human condition. 

We have all experienced the emotions 
portrayed in the piece at some point in 
our lives, such as rage, sorrow, glee, hope, 
shock, etc. These emotions are what make 
us human and give us the ability to sym-
pathize and connect with one another. 
Emotions are a part of our very being. They 
make us who we are.

n pg. 86
 Gabrielle Lambert

State of Mind shows 
viewers that men-

tal illness frequently goes unheard. Many 
people cannot deal with or understand 
mental disorders because they fear them. 
When individuals suffers from a mental ill-
ness, they feel lost, different, and worthless 
compared to everyone else. These individ-
uals need to be heard and express them-
selves. Having a mental illness doesn’t 
make anyone different; it makes that per-
son a unique individual who expresses his 

or her differences differently.

n pg. 88
 Shelbylyn Freeman

In my charcoal-based 
piece, I created the 

image of the differentiation and dis-
crimination of body shapes. Creating this 
piece was difficult because of the harsh 
reality it represents. While researching 
reference photos, it was very hard to look 
at pictures of people who have been af-
fected by such discrimination. It makes 
me disappointed to see how society has 
impacted people negatively. Showing 
such sadness through my piece, means a 
lot to me because I feel it is a true repre-
sentation of our reality.

n pg. 90
 Elaine Gale

Humankind is fam-
ily. Children recognize 

this concept and accept one another not 
based on skin color, religion, or race. My 
work expresses the hope that colors will 
blur across lines and all people will be ac-
cepted into the family of humankind.

n pg. 92
 Susanne Kasielke

“You are beautiful. 
Exactly how you are.” 

This message is quite simple, but often for-

gotten. There is nothing more important 
than being OK with who you are and ac-
cepting yourself. Eleanor Roosevelt once 
said, “Do what you feel in your heart to be 
right – for you’ll be criticized anyway.” It is 
perfectly true. You can be happy only if you 
realize that you are enough and you are 
beautiful.

n pg. 94
 Alessandra Svatek

Nowadays when 
distances have been 

reduced by technology, those who 
still continue to judge others for their 
differences show only the depth of their 
ignorance. This kind of behavior shows 
much more about the one who judges than 
about the one who is judged. Mankind 
has been discussing quality for centuries 
and those who still don’t understand that 
good or bad can be found inside all human 
beings, regardless of their race or social 
position, show only their inability to see 
further than their noses. In essence, we’re 
all in the same boat. We all experience fear 
and joy and just want to be happy. Despite 
the differences of our convictions, if we 
learn to see the world through the eyes of 
others, we will all be much richer.

n pg. 96
 Mike Hodges

The idea of over- 
coming obstacles is 



we feel. We should all have a chance to be-
come righteous or fall from it. 

n pg. 102
 Bianca Carey

I titled my artwork, 
Differences Don’t Hold 

Me Back because both kids have disabilities 
which not only brings them together but 
also doesn’t hold them back.

n pg. 104 
 Cheryll Huck

Walk a Mile in 
My Shoes, came 

immediately to me when I was 
brainstorming for this project. It is an 
open statement that conjures up feelings 
of empathy and respect. We don’t know 
what it is like to walk in someone else’s 
shoes. I don’t exclude anything other than 
the boots to represent a soldier. I chose 
not to put a face to this soldier because it 
represents all soldiers, not just one. When 
I see these boots, I imagine the trenches 
that they were in. I imagine the miles they 
have covered, the blood that may have been 
shed, and the freedom that they fought for.

n pg. 106
 Jonathan Charles

Bones and Hats shows 
two people, or just 

their skeletons, in a friendly embrace. My

six prejudices I mentioned.

I believe that everybody has experienced
some kind of prejudice at one time or 
another — myself included. Defamatory 
words and/or actions towards others can 
impact them for the rest of their lives. The 
disrespected party may seem to be the only 
one affected, but sometimes their pain 
and hurt is misdirected at others thereby 
repeating the cycle.
 
Since there’s no way to know what every 
single person has been through or is 
currently going through, why not treat 
them all with kindness and respect? We 
are all meant to participate in this life 
together and should act accordingly. Be 
compassionate and choose to have a 
positive impact in this world. It takes only 
one person to start a chain reaction in 
making a difference!

n pg. 100
 Witchler Glezil

I feel that there is a lot 
of confusion between 

faith and diversity. I believe that if there 
is a supreme being who does not have a 
single ounce of hate for his creations, then 
there shouldn’t be hate flowing comfort-
ably through our world. I also believe that 
the writings in the Bible do not exclude a 
certain skin color, gender, or sexual ori-
entation. If those are truly G_d’s words, it 
doesn’t matter what we look like or what 

the inspiration for this image. Fencing, es-
pecially barbed wire, denotes separation 
of territory, a prickly reminder of the “mine 
vs. yours” mentality that too often leads to 
conflict and even war. Hopefully, the image 
of the barbs reaching out to one another in 
a handshake gesture and forming the “s” 
in COEXISTENCE conveys that even when 
there are delineated boundaries between 
people, politics, religions, etc., there may 
be great opportunities that lie within a co-
operative, peaceful coexistence.

n pg. 98
 Terri Adams

The piece entitled 
Card Games is my in-

terpretation of the saying “Life has dealt 
me a bad hand.”

I used a few of the discriminatory terms 
listed in the Civil Rights Act as the deck 
titles in the “Prejudice” game of Life Play-
ing Cards. I also put a bare Tree of Life on 
all of the decks symbolizing the emptiness 
or lack of worth that some people feel after 
being rejected, bullied and/or hurt. 

I then discontinued that game in favor 
of the New and Improved “United Justice” 
game of Life Playing Cards. This game needs 
only one deck because it includes every-
body. I added six colored flowers onto the 
Tree of Life representing each Prejudice 
deck on the left. Unfortunately, as we all 
know, there are many more than just the 
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artwork shows that even though the skin 
may be different colors, we’re all the same 
underneath.

n pg. 108
 Faith Marie Sullivan 

Take a Chance, is about 
a girl taking a chance 

by reading a poem she wrote. She’s taking 
a chance by being herself and doing some-
thing she likes in front of other people.

n pg. 110
 Wade Turner

Nothing lasts forever. 
Some things last lon-

ger than others. Even in our complex society 
today, some things may need assistance to 
continue. Generation after generation our 
world has grown. Whether it is the growth 
of prosperity or misfortune for humanity 
and our world, human kind does have the 
ability to learn and progress. Like a master 
and his apprentice, the master will teach 
everything of his profession. Everything 
the master has learned for himself or from 
“his” own master, will now be bestowed to 
the child so he can grow, learn and pres-
ent to the next generation of the world.

n pg. 112
 Maedeh
 Mosawerzadeh

The world we live in is 

beautiful because of its differences. If all 
the people were the same, the world would 
not be as beautiful. These differences are 
the reason that the earth is moving around. 
“All human beings are born free and equal in 
dignity and rights. They are endowed with 
reason and conscience and should act to-
ward each other in a spirit of brotherhood.” 
— King Kuroush of Persia. This artwork is a 
collage painting and it was mostly painted 
with markers. I decided to draw all the na-
tions together with colorful background 
and clothes to show the happiness which 
we can create by respecting each other and 
by accepting our differences for creating a 
better world.

n pg. 114
 Demond Jones

This particular piece 
includes an African 

boy with his face painted with tribal col-
ors and designs. Words like “embrace, 
pride, different and beautiful” are scattered 
throughout the background as a message 
to embrace one’s differences and beauty. I 
chose this particular character because he 
is a great representation of something we 
don’t see every day: different, yet beautiful 
because of the differences in each one of us.

n pg. 116
 Lela Thompson

When contemplating 
the Embracing Our 

Differences project, I decided to make a 
fabric collage because collages show how 
numerous, small and individual pieces 
can come together beautifully. Addition-
ally, quilting is a tradition shared by many 
different cultures and was often a form of 
social gathering that brought people to-
gether. The expression, “cut from the same 
cloth,” typically refers to two people who 
are very similar, but our physical differ-
ences often cloud the things we have in 
common. The face in this collage shows 
unity between the similarities and dissimi-
larities. However, I made the similarities 
the focus of the piece because it is not our 
similarities that make us remarkable — it 
is our differences. I intended the title to re-
lay the message that we are all inherently 
equal and the collage to show that our dif-
ferences make the world interesting. 

n pg. 118
 Mohammad Afshar

My art creation shows 
a touchy-feely person 

in a traditional expression next to a person 
that can be the symbol of a modern human 
being. These two represent the idea that 
despite every belief and attitude, we can 
live in harmony next to each other.

n pg. 120
 Trevor Hewitt

Seeing Eye to Eye is a 
very meaningful piece



topic was being “normal.” As artists, we 
talked about people who had the typi-
cal way of life — like getting a job, having 
much money, finding a life partner, buy-
ing a house, saving tons of money to buy 
material things and just sticking to what’s 
contemporary  — which is being fed by the 
media, or what the world of consumerism 
and commercialism wants us to be doing. 

I remember saying that as artists, we have 
different views on life: we tend to be more 
dramatic, emotional, and to see beauty in 
many ideas and forms, compared to people 
who tend to see life as stated by the norm. 
Yet somehow and at some point we are also 
living in the norm. We are different from 
everyone yet we are also the same. 

I believe that there really isn’t a person 
who is “normal”. People have their own 
distinct differences from one another — 
even a thin line of difference from the per-
sonality makes everyone unique from one 
another.                                                                 n 

how people try to keep their emotions hid-
den inside themselves. It is bullying that 
gives them the fear they may hurt someone 
else. Never make the first fist of violence. 
The shadows in the background are the 
emotions inside.

n pg. 121
 Justen Paul
 Tolentino

I have but one goal — 
to be united. I drew people from different 
countries around the world. Each of them 
— fair skinned or tanned, black hair or 
blonde, blue eyed or brown, tall or short 
— is helping to unite the world. We should 
accept ourselves as well as others and live 
peacefully without war, hatred or discrimi-
nation. When everyone works together, we 
will achieve our goal. 

n pg. 121
 Mona Farsi

It is true that the four 
seasons are different 

and each is varied in nature. While they 
are opposite of each other, they support 
life and their differences are well accepted.

n pg. 121 
 Michael Vincent  
 Manalo

I had a discussion 
once with a friend from Poland and the 

to me representing how each of us is unique 
and different, yet still equal. The figure on 
the left represents all the groups of people 
who are marginalized — a minority or oth-
erwise treated as inferior. The figure on the 
right represents the groups who are priori-
tized — a majority or treated as if superior. 
The viewer is meant to read the words im-
printed on each figure’s skin and see which 
words they identify with and those words 
in which they do not. Then, hopefully, they 
can see the two different and opposing fig-
ures as equal, as a reminder that despite 
our differences we are all equal.

n pg. 120
 Angela Perez

As a parent one of the 
hardest things to deal 

with is watching one of my children be in 
pain, whether it is induced physically or 
mentally. With all the social media outlets 
available today, bullying is not just isolated 
to the playground anymore. Kids can be 
cruel because they don’t understand that 
what they say and do can hurt people in a 
non-physical way; they don’t realize that 
“words hurt.” Each of us should take the 
time to find out who people are and look 
for the good and uniqueness in everyone. 

n pg. 120
 Danny Medina

Anger, rage, fear… 
This painting shows 
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Gulf Coast 
Community Foundation 
is the largest community 

foundation in Florida. 
They believe that connecting 

individuals, groups, and 
organizations by sharing 

information and needs will 
strengthen and improve charitable 

giving in our community.

www.gulfcoastcf.org www.jfedsrq.org

The mission of the 
The Jewish Federation of 

Sarasota-Manatee 
is to ensure the continuity of 
the Jewish people, enhance 

the quality of Jewish life and 
build a strong, secure and 

unified Jewish community in 
Sarasota-Manatee, in Israel and 

throughout the world.
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www.ringling.edu sarasotasistercities.org www.yeaarts.org

Ringling College of Art and 
Design, one of the premier 

colleges of art and design in the 
western hemisphere, is a private, 

not-for-profit, fully accredited 
college offering the Bachelor’s 

degree in 14 disciplines. 
The 48-acre campus now includes 
111 buildings, and attracts almost 
1,400 students from 42 states and 

38 foreign countries.

The mission of the 
Sarasota Sister Cities 

Association 
is to foster international 

relationships between Sarasota 
and cities that have similar 

interests by creating exchanges 
in areas of culture, education, 

tourism, business and 
government.

Youth Experiencing Art
provides art experiences 
for students with limited 

opportunities. 
Their programs allow 

at-risk youth with limited 
resources to fully explore the 
arts for enjoyment, personal 
development and enhanced 
learning of core curriculum 

subjects.
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No one has ever
become poor by

GIVU.
– Anne Frank
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Sponsors through March 15, 2013. For a complete list of 
Sponsors, visit us online: EmbracingOurDifferences.orgDiary of Anne Frank
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The Bank of America
Client Foundation

Tim Cameresi

Vern & Sandy
Buchanan

Georgia Court



135

ExclusivE 
TElEvision 
sponsor

The practice of

IDWY

– Conrad Hilton

 will bind us…
will bind all men in

one great
brotherhood.20
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Drew & Barbara
Cervasio

I have found that
 among its other 
benefits, giving

LIBOFP

– Maya Angelou

 the soul
of the giver.
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Gerri Aaron & Marvin Albert

Rich & Rebecca Bergman

Bobbi & Don Bernstein

Fred Bloom, M.D.

Carol Poteat-Buchanan

Don Daly Photography

Larry & Debbie Haspel

Larry & Laura Herrig / Eldon & Marge 
Herrig Family Foundation Fund

Arn & Bette Hoffman

Jonna D. Keller

Bobbi & Will Lorry

Ora & Joseph Mendels Family 
Foundation

Samara, Jenna & Macy Meshadat the Community Foundation of Sarasota County, Inc.

Leila and Steven M. Gompertz 
Donor Advised Fund in Memory of 

Michael Gompertz 

The Evanoff 
Family

of the Community Foundation of Sarasota County, Inc.
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State College of Florida 
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Karen & Mike Valentino

Wertheimer Philanthropic 
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HA9 A HCD T hXT 
YED’S EXHIBW!

Scan and like us 
on Facebook!

Scan to
make a

donation!

Get Involved

There’s only one thing missing
at Embracing Our Differences —
and that’s you!

Release your inner artist and
consider submitting your
artwork! 

Let your voice be heard
and consider submitting
an inspirational quotation!

Become a valuble supporter
of the Exhibit — at any level —
by making a donation online.

Enjoy this and past exhibits online.
Spread the word, be part of the change,
and make a difference — today!

EmbracingOurDifferences.org
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