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Culture and communication are the foundation of 
community. The growth and impact of Embracing Our 
Differences proves that year after year.

For more than a decade now, this project has offered 
our region a unique venue for education, a powerful 
platform for artistic expression, and a public forum for 
emotional connection. Viewing the exhibit’s creative 
works and pondering its thoughtful quotations, 
members of our community — and most importantly its 
children — learn anew what being part of a community 
means and the responsibilities that come with it.

At Gulf Coast Community Foundation, together with 
our donors, we transform our region through bold and 
proactive philanthropy. That is why Gulf Coast and so 
many in our donor family invest in Embracing Our 
Differences. The project provides transformational 
experiences for tens of thousands of people, inspiring 
each of us to act on the principles of a just community. 
It also reminds us of the need to pause and reflect in 

the beauty of our surroundings and the blessing of each 
other’s company.

At Gulf Coast, everything we do has the bigger picture 
in mind: to live in the best world we can. One of our 
priorities is providing opportunity for all in our region. 
That must start with appreciation of our differences and 
commitment to their value — the goals of Embracing 
Our Differences.

The exhibit also demonstrates that thought leadership 
is not only conveyed on a newspaper opinion page or a 
lecture hall stage. It can also be seen in the artwork of an 
eighth-grader or the profound words of an eight-year-
old. Thank you to everyone involved with Embracing 
Our Differences for bringing together these diverse 
thought leaders, whose ideas and examples we would 
do well to embrace and follow.

Teri A Hansen, President | CEO
Gulf Coast Community Foundation

Embracing Our Differences believes that diversity is 
one of the world’s greatest assets. To realize the promise 
of diversity, we must ensure that everyone is respected, 
included and valued for their individuality. Our goal is 
to create a community where diversity and inclusion are 
honored while teaching the importance of being an “up-
stander,” not a “by-stander.”
 
Our nation was the first in history to be founded on the 
immortal declaration that we are all created equal. Five 
decades after the birth of the civil rights movement, there 
remains much work to fully realize this creed so eloquently 
expressed by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in his “I Have a 
Dream” speech.
 
History has repeatedly shown the threat diversity can 
pose to societies if not accompanied by community 
commitments to bridging differences and building social 
solidarity. We must always remember that the rights of all 
are diminished when the rights of one are threatened. 

To quote the late Steve Jobs “[t]he source of wealth and 
capital in this new era is not in material things… it is in the 
mind, the human spirit, the human imagination and our faith 
in the future. When we enlighten and inspire our people to 
harness their creativity and generate value in an inclusive 
culture, we nurture… future growth.” 
 
To fully appreciate this new reality requires an 
understanding that diversity is much more than people 
of different ethnicities, religions, abilities, and ages. Its 
true value lies in an inclusive culture which recognizes 
our shared experiences, our individual challenges 
and celebrates the many opportunities created by our 
differences. If humanity is to survive, it is essential for each 
of us to adapt and recognize inclusion as an invaluable 
tool to create a world built upon common beliefs in 
fundamental principles and inalienable rights.
 
We look forward to this year’s exhibit and providing an 
opportunity for our community to deepen its awareness 
that embracing our differences, respecting the beliefs of 
others and standing up against hatred and prejudice will 
lead to a better world. Embracing our diversity and moving 
beyond tolerance to genuine acceptance and respect is not 
only a way of thinking and feeling — but most importantly, 
of acting. Together, we can create a vibrant community 
where differences are embraced and uniqueness is 
celebrated.

Michael J. Shelton, Executive Director
Embracing Our Differences

A Message from our Community Partnerfrom our Executive Director
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The centerpiece of Embracing Our Differences is an 
outdoor juried international art exhibit featuring 39 
billboard size images created by local, national and 
international artists, writers and students reflecting 
their interpretations of the theme “enriching lives 
through diversity.” The goal of the exhibit is to create a 
community where diversity and inclusion are honored 
while teaching the importance of being an “up-
stander,” not a “by-stander.”
 
The exhibit is on display during April and May each 
year in Island Park on Sarasota’s breathtaking bay front 
as well as Bradenton’s beautiful new Riverwalk and 
continues to grow. Our 10th Anniversary exhibit in 2013 
was no exception as we hosted 273,000 visitors bringing 
attendance, since 2004, to more than 1,600,000.
 
This year ’s exhibit received 6,079 submissions 
representing 52 countries, 44 states, and 126 schools 
from such distant lands as Brazil, Iran, Israel, Japan, and 
South Korea.



Embracing Our Differences’ education initiatives represent 
the most important aspect of our efforts — reaching and 
impacting the lives of children. During this past school 
year, 25,464 students, representing 180 schools locally and 
around the world, participated in our various initiatives 
making Embracing Our Differences one of the largest in 
Southwest Florida.

Our education initiatives include:
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As a result of these initiatives, students participate year 
round in a variety of activities based upon a well-planned 
curriculum of art appreciation, character building and 
diversity education.

Independent evaluations have consistently shown the 
Embracing Our Differences Education Initiatives help 
students: (1) learn to make sense of their world; (2) make 
healthy life choices while recognizing the value of diversity; 
(3) improve self-esteem; and (4) experience new ways to 
learn and succeed.

FREE FIELD TRIPS

Compliments of our generous supporters, providing free 
field trips to our exhibits has become a signature of our 
education efforts with almost 23,000 students benefiting 
during the 2012-2013 school year. Utilizing our innovative 
online registration system, with one click and a few short 
questions, teachers and their students are on their way 
to a totally free educational experience focusing on art 
appreciation, character building and diversity education.

 ● Free Field Trips 

 ● Curriculum Aligned Lesson Plans

 ● Teacher Workshops

 ● Art & Creative Writing in the Classroom 

 ● Student Docents

 ● Make-A-Day Of It!

 ● Community Collaborations

CURRICULUM ALIGNED LESSON PLANS

Among the many resources Embracing Our Differences provides teachers are age appropriate lesson plans 
prepared under the supervision of Sarasota County School District curriculum development specialists. 
Through the use of a variety of resources tailored to the current year’s exhibit, teachers are provided 
innovative ways to engage their students in critical thinking, language arts, science and social studies as 
they relate to art appreciation, character development and diversity education. Participating teachers are 
unanimous in rating our many teacher resources as meaningful and beneficial tools. 

TEACHER WORKSHOPS

Of growing importance to our education efforts are an array of teacher workshops offered throughout 
the school year which participating teachers overwhelmingly rate as both “meaningful” and “relevant.” 
These workshops include: 

● CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOPS: Presented in partnership with the John F. Kennedy Center for 
the Performing Arts and Florida Studio Theatre, these workshops are designed to take the difficult and 
abstract topic of diversity and teach students to express themselves through critical thinking and creative 
writing. Collectively, the 105 teachers participating in 2013 were responsible for more than 15,000 Sarasota 
and Manatee county students.

● ART TEACHER RETREATS: Presented in partnership with Ringling College of Art and Design, this two-
day retreat is focused on reinvigorating art educators’ creativity while teaching new skills and strategies 
for inspiring students to explore the concepts of prejudice and diversity. Participating art teachers were 
collectively responsible for more than 12,000 Sarasota and Manatee county students.

● LESSON PLANS WORKSHOPS: Designed to provide curriculum aligned lesson plans and other 
resource materials, participating teachers are introduced to new and innovative methods of engaging 
students in critical thinking while creating the perfect environment for a rich discussion of the value of 
diversity.
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ART & CREATIVE WRITING IN THE CLASSROOM

One of the most effective ways to teach the often difficult 
and abstract concept of diversity is by active student 
participation in the classroom. Each fall, thousands 
of Sarasota and Manatee county students spend 
significant classroom time creating art and quotations 
for submission to our annual competition. Although 
only a small percentage of these students will have their 
submission selected for display, each one will benefit 
from engaging in this creative process which provides a 
safe and encouraging environment for a rich discussion 
about this important subject matter. Through their visual 
art and creative writing, students are afforded unlimited 
ways to express their own individual interpretation 
of diversity while learning, from their peers, new and 
different perspectives. Our teachers consistently report 
this is a powerful learning experience that will last a 
lifetime.

STUDENT DOCENTS

Partnerships with Riverview High School’s International 
Baccalaureate (IB) Program and North Port High School 
continue to be the jewel in our crown with more than 
200 students participating during the past school year.

Our student docents work in the parks daily leading 
groups of inquisitive youngsters to recognize the 
messages delivered through the art. With their guided 
questions and planted seeds of inquiry, our young 
visitors are led to make realizations of their own about 
diversity and acceptance of others, including those 
different from themselves. Student docent tours were 
provided to 10,453 K-8 children visiting the 2013 
exhibits.

EDUH4n
TWIGVP

MAKE-A-DAY OF IT!

Through its Make-A-Day Of It! Program, Embracing Our Differences is a model for collaboration and maximizing 
community resources and provides teachers and their students the opportunity, using our free school buses, to 
participate in complementing education programs with:

This asset sharing is unique in Southwest Florida with 13,877 students benefiting last year and led to The Patterson 
Foundation awarding Embracing Our Differences with its 2013 “Collaborative Innovator” Award.

11

● Florida Studio Theatre 
● Mote Marine Laboratory
● Ringling Museum of Art

● Sarasota Film Festival
● Selby Gardens
● South Florida Museum

COMMUNITY COLLABORATIONS

Embracing Our Differences is very proud of its many collaborations throughout the past year as well as during 2014. 
The recipient of The Patterson Foundation’s 2013 “Collaborative Innovator” Award, Embracing Our Differences has 
worked with organizations such as Florida Studio Theatre, Key Chorale, The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee, 
the Sarasota County Bar Association, YEA Arts, The Herman & Sally Boxser Diversity Initiative and the Booker High 
School Law Academy.

● Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall
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I work in live theatre and there isn’t a day when 
we do not try and apply the principals of embrac-
ing our differences. 

Our art-work is with words, with drama and 
conflict as a springboard of action.

Plays ask hard questions; they teach us what 
it is like to be alive. Even comedies do. And the 
audience, whether laughing or being moved are 
asked to take those storytelling ideas inwards 
and grapple with them. Just like the stories in this 
year’s artwork.

 
Look deeper.
 
Sometimes the ideas are scary; they make us 
uncomfortable. But this is what embracing our 
differences truly means. It is about taking what 
is “un-comfortable” and wrestling with that idea 
and asking ourselves, why? Not one of us lives in 
perfect harmony. Sometimes that investigation 
feels dangerous; but, if we grapple, if we struggle to understand, then something extraordinary can happen. We 
change. It was once said that a good actor takes the audience where they feared to “tread.” I think we need to 
think of that idea not only in relation to this art, but the real work of art that is our lives. And this is what the 
exhibit challenges us to do.
 
Every experience in life is a piece of art — that uncomfortable moment, that momentary joy, that scary person 
sitting on the street or that father in Nicole’s photograph who seems so different from me. If we look at life as 
a work of art, then every experience that may be fearful — may be an exhilarating possibility to go somewhere 
new, to grow.
 
And then when we look again, deep, deeper still, we will find something remarkable is there. We will find 
empathy and understanding for others. And we will see that love, indeed, has many faces.                                      ●

This tender message from Nicole Pelletier’s piece titled “Dad” imparts a 
powerful message to all of us as we view the remarkable artwork in this 
year’s Embracing Our Differences exhibit.
 
The exhibit asks much of us. Moving through the artwork, now we wander 
here, now there and gaze on a painting, a collage or a quote. They inspire 
reactions in us. We are perhaps thoughtful and reflective. Sometimes, we 
are amused too, and sometimes taken aback at the meaning.
 
Look deep.
 
The exhibit asks more from us than mere intellectual comprehension. 
The exhibit asks us to look in our own hearts.

This is where the real engagement occurs, the real art-work. For the 
compositions ask us to apply a very personal approach, to look inward 
and reflect upon ourselves, our family and our community.

Dad by Nicole Pelletier
page 78

Associate Director
Florida Studio Theatre

by Kate Alexander
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2014 SUBfyInS

ALABAMA
ALASKA
ARIZONA

ARKANSAS
CALIFORNIA
COLORADO

CONNECTICUT
DELAWARE

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
FLORIDA
HAWAII

IDAHO
ILLINOIS
INDIANA
KANSAS

KENTUCKY
LOUISIANA

MAINE
MARYLAND

MASSACHUSETTS
MICHIGAN

MINNESOTA

MISSOURI
NEW HAMPSHIRE

NEW JERSEY
NEW MEXICO

NEVADA
NEW YORK

NORTH CAROLINA
OHIO

OKLAHOMA
OREGON

PENNSYLVANIA

RHODE ISLAND
SOUTH CAROLINA

TENNESSEE
TEXAS
UTAH

VERMONT
VIRGINIA

WASHINGTON
WEST VIRGINIA

WISCONSIN
WYOMING

ALBANIA
AUSTRALIA

BANGLADESH
BRAZIL

BULGARIA
CANADA

CHINA
CZECH REPUBLIC

ENGLAND
EGYPT

FRANCE
GERMANY

GRAND CAYMAN

GREECE
HUNGARY

INDIA
INDONESIA

IRAN
IRELAND
ISRAEL
ITALY

JAPAN
JORDAN
KENYA
LATVIA

LITHUANIA

MALAYSIA
MEXICO
NEPAL

NEW ZEALAND
NETHERLANDS

NIGERIA
PAKISTAN

PHILIPPINES
POLAND

PORTUGAL
ROMANIA

RUSSIA
SAUDI ARABIA

SCOTLAND
SERBIA

SINGAPORE
SLOVENIA

SOUTH KOREA
SPAIN

SWEDEN
SWITZERLAND

TURKEY
UKRAINE

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
UNITED STATES

VENEZUELA

44 STFP 52 JUlvP

126 SIOOLS

KI
T A

LL
EN

from 69 Countries & 50 States

TOTB:
1,600,000

TOTB:
140,000

TOTB:
28,096

STUKl
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GNERB
F2NDCCE

DT &
QUOTFIn
SUBfyInS

95,000

2004

273,000

2013

1,200

2004

25,464

2013

124

2005

6,079

2014
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— Joshua Capo
6th Grade, Sarasota Middle School

Sarasota, Florida
Teachers: Moya Hanaway & Doug Abel

Quotation

Ben Herskowitz 19

Magnetic Force
Ben Herskowitz

Ma’ale Adumim, Israel

HOPE
is a luxury
everyone

can afford to have.

Scan to Meet the Artist



20 Rebecca Titus Taylor 21

— Zach Bockler
8th Grade, Sarasota Middle School

Sarasota, Florida
Teachers: Moya Hanaway & Doug Abel

Quotation
Mr. Squiggly’s 
Ragamuffin

Band
Rebecca Titus Taylor

Jemez Springs, New Mexico

CuFInS,
can you tell the color

of their hands?

If you look at
someone’s

Scan to Meet the Artist



22 Beverly Marshall 23

— Ernesto P. Santiago
Philippines

Quotation

Birds of a
Feather

Beverly Marshall

Lake Placid, Florida

UNDOzCD
our differences

if we keep prioritizing
our similarities.

We will never

Scan to Meet the Artist



24 Elise Raimon 25

Quotation

wePhones
Elise Raimon

7th Grade, Haile Middle School
Bradenton, Florida

Teacher: Joseph Gibson

KTD
takes nothing from you,

but gives hope
to countless others.

Being

— Farrah Cavus
6th Grade, Pine View School

Osprey, Florida
Teacher: Fran Squires



26 Young Sook Park 27

Quotation

Happy Together
Young Sook Park

Seoul, South Korea

CObR
or am I?

Wait a minute… are
you the wrong

— Irene Nicola
Sarasota, Florida

Scan to Meet the Artist



28 Einat Shteckler 29

We are
All Equal

Einat Shteckler

Eilat, Israel

CMEBt2.

Elimate the Hate. 
Recalibrate, Reevaluate.

Don’t just Tolerate.

— Andrea Kreithen
Lakewood Ranch, Florida

Quotation

Scan to Meet the Artist



30 Marija Dorić 31

— Tracie Parrott
Sarasota, Florida

A PDT
of the same

diverse world.

A little “space” can
change us from being 

APART, to realizing
we are

Pressure
and Tension

Marija Dorić

Westfield, Indiana

Quotation

Scan to Meet the Artist



32 Madeleine Harwell 33

Bee Unique
Madeleine Harwell

4th Grade, Lakeview Elementary School
Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Debbie Gerardi

— Nicole Strang
10th Grade, North Port High School

North Port, Florida
Teacher: Daphne English-Bazenas

FIRz PLAE
trying to be like
someone else.

You will NEVER
come in

Quotation



Donavon Brutus  3534

Cultural Mask
Donavon Brutus

Tampa, Florida

— Joseph Baron-Pravda
Orlando, Florida

EVOYOh
has the same

initials — DNA.

Quotation

Scan to Meet the Artist



Kailey Nobles 3736

Hold Back Hate
Kailey Nobles

10th Grade, Booker High School
Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Jeffery Cornwell

WoDS
are merely sound waves, 

they can hurt more
than any solid object.

Although

— Milo Ruffing
6th Grade, Pine View School

Osprey, Florida
Teacher: Fran Squires

Quotation

Scan to Meet the Artist



Dallas Mitchell 3938

Tomorrow is
Always

a New Day
Dallas Mitchell

10th Grade, Port Huron High School
Port Huron, Michigan 

Teacher: Scott Magneson

— Jorden Wilder
10th Grade, North Port High School

North Port, Florida
Teacher: Daphne English-Bazenas

ACEPTCCE
are the furnace that

warms our souls
to possibilities.

Hate is the
chill in the winter

while love and

Quotation

Scan to Meet the Artist



Jovana Kolić 41

Ambiface
Jovana Kolić

Pirot, Serbia

3TK
differently?

If everyone could
read your mind,

would you 

— Cece Dwyer
Sarasota, Florida

40

Quotation

Scan to Meet the Artist



Georgia Jones 43

Southern
Homestead
Georgia Jones

Louisiana Association for the Blind
Low Vision Rehabilitation Center

Shreveport, Louisiana
Instructor: Patty McAllister

42

— Michael Allmer
6th Grade, Sarasota Middle School

Sarasota, Florida
Teachers: Moya Hanaway & Doug Abel

OPPoTUjTY
to make a difference

in the world.

Life is like time, 
precious and quick; 
every second is an

Quotation



Freda Cheung 4544

— Aliyah Cunningham
8th Grade, Sarasota Middle School

Sarasota, Florida
Teachers: Moya Hanaway & Doug Abel

Playing
Together

Freda Cheung

Hong Kong,
People’s Republic of China

KkW
how far they’ve come.

If you judge people
by how far they have

to go, you’ll never

Quotation



Puja Aparna Kolluru 4746

— Briana Kendzior
7th Grade, Louise R. Johnson Middle School

Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Xu Dou

DIFFONCE. 

There are 365 days
in a year; that’s

365 chances for you
to make a

Photo, Please
Puja Aparna Kolluru

Ringling College of Art + Design
Sarasota, Florida 

Faculty: Dee Hood

Quotation

Scan to Meet the Artist



Hope Mathews 4948

— Maxton Cooper Delbridge
4th Grade, Englewood Elementary School

Englewood, Florida
Teacher: Lois Collins

You’re the One
with the Problem!

Hope Mathews

5th Grade
Orange Ridge/Bullock Elementary School

Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Kathy Kushmer

FEMUS
are not on my list — 
not my grocery list 
or my birthday list

or even my bucket list.

Negative

Quotation

Scan to Meet the Artist



Leah Mehtälä 5150

OPTIn,
but don’t show up

wrapped inside one.

It’s okay to have an

Radiohead
Leah Mehtälä

7th Grade, Booker Middle School
Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Deborah Herbert

— Nancy Barrie
Sarasota, Florida

Quotation

Scan to Meet the Artist



Katharine Miller 5352

HEDT
to bullies and

let them wallow
in your kindness.

Open your
Robots Need
Friends, Too!
Katharine Miller

Toronto, Ontario, Canada

— Siara D. Hernández
6th Grade, Pine View School

Osprey, Florida
Teacher: Fran Squires

Quotation



Emily Pacheco-Harrison 55

Shades of Love
Emily Pacheco-Harrison

11th Grade, Nelson High School
Burlington, Ontario, Canada 

Teacher: Toge Heersink

54

— Zachary Lasebny
8th Grade, Louise R. Johnson Middle School

Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Xu Dou

READU
this quote to know

that you should
accept people

for whom they are.

It shouldn’t take your

Quotation
BEST IN SHOW QUOTATION WINNER

Scan to Meet the Artist



James Boyd 57

Love is Love
James Boyd

Sarasota County Technical Institute
Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: April J. Irwin

56

Quotation

— Alexa Capo
Sarasota, Florida

BEZEVU
you can.

The hardest part of
standing up

for something is

Scan to Meet the Artist



Marconi Calindas 5958

Quotation

Angels of
San Francisco
Marconi Calindas

San Francisco, California

— Antonio Urbano
8th Grade, Brookside Middle School

Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Laura Kleiss Hoeft

WTDOW
is tinted doesn’t mean
there’s anything bad

on the other side.

Just because a

Scan to Meet the Artist



Vincent Ciulla 6160

Quotation

Eyes
Vincent Ciulla

Sarasota, Florida

LOOK
into our eyes and

embrace the reflection
of yourself.

Instead of looking down
your nose at us,

— MaryPat Everist
Sarasota, Florida



Annetta S. Nit 6362

Quotation

All We Need
is Love

Annetta S. Nit

11th Grade, Arizona School for the Arts
Phoenix, Arizona

Teacher: Sean Ross

— Noah Kunkel
5th Grade, Fruitville Elementary School

Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Ruth Cain

S1NDU UP
for other people

blocks the dagger
from its target.



Tobias Norton 6564

Quotation

— Ally Wolf
7th Grade, Sarasota Middle School

Sarasota, Florida
Teachers: Moya Hanaway & Doug Abel

Bridging the Gap
Tobias Norton

Sarasota, Florida

BvDGE
between people is

 rickety and dilapidated,
but luckily, it is

under construction.

The

Scan to Meet the Artist



Sara Bouhamid 6766

Quotation

— Maisha Maliha
12th Grade, Mastermind School

Dhaka, Bangladesh
Teacher: Rafquat Hasan

vGHTS
than you have;

I want the same.
YOU=ME=EQUALITY

I don’t want more Same Crime,
Different Sentence

Sara Bouhamid

7th Grade, Pine View School
Osprey, Florida

Teacher: Kim Seidell



Christina Felix 6968

Quotation

— Max Fisher
7th Grade, Sarasota Middle School

Sarasota, Florida
Teachers: Moya Hanaway & Doug Abel

Don’t Cut
& Copy

Christina Felix

12th Grade, Pine View School
Osprey, Florida

Teacher: Retsy Lauer

HURTS
and leaves a scar.

Hatred is like
a cut; it



Riley Crone 7170

Quotation

— Hunter Harting
6th Grade, Sarasota Middle School

Sarasota, Florida,
Teachers: Moya Hanaway & Doug Abel

Time for
Change
Riley Crone

11th Grade, North Port High School
North Port, Florida

Teacher: Marilyn Caruso

SURuNDOS.

Hatred is like war;
it goes on until

someone



Debdatta Chakraborty 7372

Quotation

The Ghats of
Varanasi

Debdatta Chakraborty

West Bengal, India

LEDN
discrimination.

What are the children
around you learning?

Children

— Irene Nicola
Sarasota, Florida



Jovana Cristiani 75

Disconnect 
Technology,

Connect People
Jovana Cristiani

10th Grade, Booker High School
Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Jeffery Cornwell

74

Quotation

PwGuy
isn’t always
progressive.

— Denzel Dejesus
8th Grade, Brookside Middle School

Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Laura Kleiss Hoeft

Scan to Meet the Artist



Martin Smith 7776

Quotation

The Bigger
Picture

Martin Smith

Cumbernauld, Scotland

— Dena Sturm
Sarasota, Florida

DIVOSWY
is who we are.

Anatomy is what we are.
Biology is why we are.

Geography is
where we are.

Scan to Meet the Artist



Nicole Pelletier 7978

Quotation

— Risé Snider Loshaek
Longboat Key, Florida

BEAU4FUL...
just like you.

I am not a freak!
Inside I am whole and

Dad
Nicole Pelletier

10th Grade, Booker High School
Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Jeffery Cornwell

Scan to Meet the Artist



Carolyn Syzonenko 81

Am I
Perfect Yet?

Carolyn Syzonenko

11th Grade, North Port High School
North Port, Florida

Teacher: Marilyn Caruso

80

Quotation

— Barbara Stern
Sarasota, Florida

eAl 5 BE?

Getting by… blending
in… hiding my

identity… will there be
a time when I can walk
this world without fear

of hate or violence
toward who I am and

what I was



Nina Edelsbacher 83

Everything
is Equal

Nina Edelsbacher

6th Grade, NewGate – The International 
Montessori Academy of Sarasota

Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Roberta Schlesinger

82

Quotation

— Dylan Black
5th Grade, The Out-of-Door Academy

Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Martha Gulacsy

tTBOW.

If you go through life
acknowledging only
one color, you will
never know what it
feels like to see a

Scan to Meet the Artist



Beau Johnson 8584

Quotation

Music
of the World

Beau Johnson

8th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Elaine Gale

— MaryPat Everist
Sarasota, Florida

bVE.
Problem solved!

It’s simple math:
Subtract war,

Add peace, 
Divide and conquer

hate, 
Multiply



Michael Levin 8786

Quotation

Red Storm
Michael Levin

Lexington, KentuckySUFFICIEl
diversity,

ecosystems crumble.

Without

— Krystle DiCristofalo
8th Grade

Stanford University Online High School
Allenhurst, New Jersey

Scan to Meet the Artist



Miranda Hein 89

Stereotype This 
Platypus

Miranda Hein

Prince George, British Columbia,
 Canada

88

Quotation

— Faith Meier
6th Grade, Sarasota Middle School

Sarasota, Florida
Teachers: Moya Hanaway & Doug Abel

YqR OWN.

Don’t follow the path
of someone else when
you could be creating



Joshua Cortman 91

S2P qT
and make a larger one.

Don’t stand behind
someone’s shadow;

90

Quotation

— Sophia Hritz
6th Grade, Sarasota Middle School

Sarasota, Florida
Teachers: Moya Hanaway & Doug Abel

Life with
No Mirrors

Joshua Cortman

10th Grade, Pine View School
Osprey, Florida

Teacher: Retsy Lauer

Scan to Meet the Artist



Vesta Zhelyaskova 9392

Quotation

— Josef Smith
5th Grade, Fruitville Elementary School

Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Ruth Cain

k BUaYU
at this rodeo.

Unless you are a bull,

Stand Up
to Stigma

Vesta Zhelyaskova

12th Grade, Pine View School
Osprey, Florida

Teacher: Retsy Lauer

Scan to Meet the Artist



Jerry Bacik 9594

Quotation

— Beth Duda
Sarasota, Florida

XUGHTO.

There is no difference
in the color of our

tears
or the sound of our

Tears are
Colorless 
Jerry Bacik

Tarpon Springs, Florida

Scan to Meet the Artist



n pg. 22
 Beverly Marshall

We are all one people. 
No matter what race, 

color, size, sexual orientation, disability, 
likes or dislikes, we are all human. We are 
all one flock. The birds in my food coloring 
and wax painting come from all walks of 
life, in much the same way as people do. 
We are a little different from each other, 
but ultimately we are people.
 When creating Birds of a Feather, I 
wanted to do something fun and different. I 
chose a flock of flamingos to use and make 
each one an individual, but all flocking 
together regardless of their differences.

n pg. 24
 Elise Raimon

My  a r t  s h o w s  t wo 
iP h o n e s  h o l d i n g 

hands. One iPhone is black and one is 
white. One has a cross and one has a Jewish 
Star of David. Differences in race and 
religion do not matter. 

n pg. 26
 Young Sook Park

I graduated from the 
College of Fine Art 

at Dong-Guk University in Seoul, South 
Korea. After that I lived in South Africa for 
six years where I felt as a stranger. When 
I came back to my country, I also felt like 
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(left) How Does a Colorblind Person
See the World? 

by Tiago Carreira Mateus, Leiria, Portugal

(below left) My Face of Autism 
by Karen Mauldin, Crestview, Florida

(below right) Underneath We are All the Same
by Chelsea Wenzel, 12th Grade, Port Huron High School,

Port Huron, Michigan, Teacher: Scott Magneson

n pg. 18
 Ben Herskowitz

I feel that an exciting 
way of portraying 

Embracing our Differences is by creating 
an image of an actual force that attracts 
children from different streams of life to 
come together. A Magnet of Love does 
that well. Also, I especially like the images 
of flying children in all kinds of poses — 
rising above — as they hurtle through 
space drawn in by the magnet!
 The main elements that make the image 
vibrant are the use of bold colors, strong 
images and the sense of movement. By 
embracing our differences, we create a 
more colorful and happy world capable 
of living more harmoniously together. I 
believe that the message comes across 
instantly — in a single glance.

n pg. 20
 Rebecca Titus Taylor

All cultures celebrate 
creativity through 

music and music can help bring together 
people from different backgrounds who 
might not otherwise see that they have 
common ground. The lively folks in this 
image are engaged in a spirited festival of 
rhythm and dance — just for the fun of it!

DTVT zFEMNTS a stranger again because lots of things in 
Korea were changed during the time I was 
away.
 In this regard, I think of myself as being 
the same as the zebra. His stripes can 
protect him from predator’s attack in the 
wild life. I have also felt that I must keep 
myself safe from others. To live and survive 
in both societies, I adjusted myself to their 
culture, customs and fashion.
 Some people think zebra’s original 
color is black but others think it is white.  
It is, however, the same pattern. Although 
people believe everyone is different, I think 
people are also the same because they’re 
just human.
 Reflecting this point, I made each 
zebra untied from her own stripes and 
then connected through each other’s 
stripes. Eventually both of them can smile 
together and understand their differences. 
I wish that everyone could be happy by 
understanding each other’s differences.

n pg. 28
 Einat Shteckler

My primary interest 
as an ecological artist 

revolves around social and ecological 
issues. As an ecological artist I feel the 
need to “cure” the world.
 I recycle trash using identical items 
to create harmonious, modular, three 
dimensional works. They are large in size 
and volume with the intention of raising 
thought and awareness regarding the

96 HONORABLE MENTION

One who has studied a lot, but is unkind, has 
learned nothing.

— Owen Eiseman, 5th Grade, Fruitville Elementatry 
School, Sarasota, Florida, Teacher: Ruth Cain



environment whatever that environment 
is. Such diversity can be under great 
pressure, but that tension keeps our eyes 
focused so we can see the picture, which is 
more enriched.

n pg. 32
 Madeleine Harwell

I feel that we should 
celebrate each other’s 

differences. “Bee” proud of who you are 
and fly high! One bee has spots that are 
different from the other striped bees.

n pg. 34
 Donavon Brutus

I’ve always felt that 
people have far more 

similarities than differences, which is what 
I want to show in this series. Though we may 
have different backgrounds, we all share a 
lot. The few differences we have as humans 
should be celebrated not oppressed. In this 
piece, I wanted to celebrate the art of the 
cultural mask — West African, Polynesian, 
and Pacific Northwest Indian. 

n pg. 36
 Kailey Nobles

This piece shows 
judgmental words at-

tempting to squeeze into the person’s head 
and influence her into thinking that way, 
but the people inside are pushing them 

consumer culture in which we live and the 
resultant refuse.
 My works are “local” oriented — depen-
dent on the trash that I find in my surround-
ings. It is not infrequent that I “wander” 
from place to place, visiting new locations 
to find new materials in order to add color 
to my work. I search with the intention of 
creating an “artistic” dialogue with a dif-
ferent public by discovering new insights.
 I believe that it is within the power of the 
artist and his work to bring about a change 
in individuals and groups, thus my desire 
to create a new image from the refuse and 
bring it to the forefront, to stimulate these 
processes.

n pg. 30
Marija Dorić

During my childhood 
years in Europe, 

I became appreciative of the rich and 
historical architecture around me. I knew 
at that point in time my love for architecture 
and art were authentic and I made a 
commitment to immerse myself in art and 
design due to their captivating forces of 
creativity, abstractness, and structure. I 
believe that a successful formula practices 
what you love so after completing my 
Masters in Architecture, I have decided to 
continue to pursue a specialized area of 
architecture — public spaces.
 Simple changes in shape and function of 
one part can affect a whole structure. These 
situations tend to create more tension in an 
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away. People need to build an army inside 
of their heads to prevent judgment of oth-
ers and to accept them for who they are. 
Embracing differences begins with you.

n pg. 38
 Dallas Mitchell

My image started with
a photo of a sad girl 

who is crying. The first shadow figure with 
dark words shows how she might feel badly 
about herself, or the hurtful things that 
bullies might say to her. The second shadow 
figure with light words shows how she 
might feel positively about herself, or the 
compliments that others might say to her. 

n pg. 40
 Jovana Kolić

The differences I deal 
with in my artwork are 

the differences within us. I started with the 
idea of contrast states and conflicts within 
us, ethical reassessing, different and very 
expressive emotional states of mind that 
vary from witty or slightly ironic to upset-
ting. I hope that everyone will have her own 
associations and a possibility to identify 
them in those ambivalences. 

n pg. 42
 Georgia Jones

Mrs. Jones is legally 
blind. She still has

requested, and helping to cut out the 
element when it was too small for her 
to handle. But the whole glorious idea, 
layout, elements and beautiful result are 
due to her love and focus on creating art. 
Such diversity can be under great pressure, 
but that tension keeps our eyes focused 
so we can see the picture, which is more 
enriched.

n pg. 44
 Freda Cheung

Here, the children 
represent innocence 

and naivety and football represents 
positive energy and happiness. Football 
is an international game and only 
body language is needed. There are no 
boundaries and everyone can play it while 
having fun.  I think this is the simple way 
to express Embracing Our Differences. Enjoy 
the playing moment!

n pg. 46
 Puja Aparna Kolluru

All around the world 
there are different 

kinds of differences. But all the differences 
came into existence due to the differences 
in culture. My photo explores embracing 
of Indian culture by the people from other 
countries like United States, Britain, China, 
Norway, Denmark, etc. 
 It also explores how people in this 
particular Indian culture live and interact. 

some sight and attended the Louisiana 
Association for the Blind’s Low Vision 
Rehabilitation Center school where job 
skills and adjustment to blindness is 
taught. As she learned independent living 
skills, how to navigate the world with a 
cane, and how to use talking computer 
programs, she also took advantage of the 
opportunity to take art classes.
 This was Mrs. Jones’ first opportunity to 
create art. She responded to the creative 
process like a sponge soaking up every bit 
of moisture available to her. The creative 
process allowed a new and vibrant way 
for her  to communicate her gentle quiet 
spirit and deep emotions for life. Life has 
not been easy with sickle-cell disease and 
the challenges it gives can be tough. Add 
to that the inability to work and the loss of 
your eyesight which requires great courage 
to keep trying. Mrs. Jones is one of those 
courageous people who make the most out 
of life despite difficulties. 
 Southern Homestead is a mixed 
medium composition that evolved as Mrs. 
Jones learned to use the materials and 
added elements to her composition. All 
decisions were made by Mrs. Jones during 
the creation of this piece. Its evolution 
from the beginning with the chickens as 
the first elements became quite exciting as 
she decided on what else she wanted in her 
composition. 
 Her instructor would ask her what 
else she would like in her composition. 
The instructor’s help was limited to 
scale suggestions, finding an image she 

This photograph was taken in a small town 
in India called Jodhpur, Rajasthan. This 
village is untouched by modernity and 
anyone who goes here can enjoy authentic 
Indian culture. Each person in this photo 
has a story to tell, both the outsiders and 
locals. Differences like these cannot be 
erased; they can only be embraced.

n pg. 48
 Hope Mathews

No one should have to 
feel your pain. Don’t 

treat people wrong. Stay strong.

n pg. 50
 Leah Mehtälä

My submission repre-
sents a stereotypical 

attractive body. The figure is a metaphor 
for the media. The text represents the fact 
that people don’t really understand mental 
illnesses such as anxiety, depression, bipo-
lar, schizophrenia, etc. I feel strongly about 
this subject because I can relate to it.

n pg. 52
 Katharine Miller

Fi n d  j o y  i n  t h e 
unexpected. Despite 

someone’s outward appearance, she 
will still need kindness, understanding, 
and friendship. Look beyond the surface 
differences and you will discover that we
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n pg. 56
James Boyd

My inspiration for this 
piece was a situation 

similar to one that happened to me. I also 
have friends who experienced the same 
situation. I find it very interesting that a 
child does not judge a person, yet an adult 
does. It seems silly to me to kick out or 
shun friends or family members because of 
who they are. I’ve heard many ridiculous 
things, like “I’d rather have a serial killer in 
my house than a gay person.” We shouldn’t 
judge. We should let Love Be Love.

n pg. 58
 Marconi Calindas

This art depicts the 
diversity of people 

found in San Francisco and can represent 
the diversity of other cities — the lonely gay 
man, the hardworking woman, the carefree 
child, the shriveled homeless one.

n pg. 60
 Vincent Ciulla

The following quotes 
influenced me in the 

creation of this work:
 “The present urgency is to begin 
thinking within the context of the whole 
planet, the integral earth community with 
all its human and other-than-human 
components.” — Thomas Berry, The Great 

all share the same basic needs. “Robots 
Need Friends, Too!” champions unlikely 
friendships and the delight they can bring.

n pg. 54  Emily  
 Pacheco-Harrison

For this competition 
I chose to do a piece 

representing racial and sexist issues. It 
showcases two women in a loving and 
supportive embrace. This photograph 
represents how all women should be proud 
to be themselves no matter what their skin 
color, size or sexuality. These two women 
are posed with tape over their mouths 
to represent that society has silenced 
their opinion. The words on the outside 
of the tape show that even if they are told 
they are not right in anyway, they are still 
proud to be who they are and support each 
other. Ultimately these women represent 
strength. 
 The theme means a lot to me. Growing 
up as a bisexual teenager I witnessed 
and was subject to discrimination in 
many ways. Throughout my whole life the 
ultimate lesson I have learned is that it is 
all about pleasing yourself and being who 
you want to be. I have learned how to take 
pride in who I am and to express myself 
through art. The thing I love most about art 
is how you can communicate blunt ideas 
and opinions through something that is 
aesthetically pleasing to others. Art is a way 
to communicate with those who might not 
understand.

Work (p. 105)
 “…planet Earth is a communion of 
subjects, not a collection of objects,” — 
Thomas Berry, Edited interview clip from 
video recording by writer and teacher Ram 
Dass (Richard Alpert) in 1991
 “Eyes are the mirror of the soul.” — 
Ancient Proverb
  “Look each other in the eye.” “Let’s see 
eye to eye.” “Make eye contact.”  “Eye on 
the ball.” — Common Idioms
  The work is meant to be dynamic, 
somewhat ambiguous, vibrant and 
thought-provoking.

 
n pg. 62
 Annetta S. Nit

The characters drawn 
are not based on 

anyone existing in real life, but my inten-
tion was to have them be capable of ex-
isting in our current society as ordinary 
people. The colors outlining each person 
are a representation of each character’s 
personality, and since everyone has a dif-
ferent opinion on what colors stand for, I 
leave it to the person looking at the pic-
ture to decide for herself. In small places, 
some of the colors blend together. In this 
way, I intended to show small represen-
tations to unity between the characters. 
 My interpretation for the theme Em-
bracing Our Differences focused on the idea 
that everyone needs someone else to ac-
cept them for who they are on the outside 
and the inside and the most common way

races. Many times a Caucasian person will 
receive a shorter sentence than a person of 
color will receive for the very same crime.

n pg. 68
 Christina Felix

As my peers and I 
come closer to adult-

hood, more and more of us feel the 
pressure and stresses of growing up and 
taking on real-world responsibilities. 
Mounting expectations about school, 
college, friends and popularity have driven 
many — myself included — into coping 
through unconventional ways. I, for the 
longest time, believed that I was not 
good enough, not smart enough, and not 
thin enough. Under the stress of sports, 
academics, and social relations, I turned to 
cutting, bulimia, anorexia, and compulsive 
exercising. I came to be so unhealthy 
that the opposite effect of what I wanted 
occurred: my grades dropped, I came to 
think only to do well at sports, and I lost 
friends over the stupidity of my actions. 
I became more stressed as a result. After 
recovering from body dysmorphia and all 
the other issues I had succumbed to, I feel 
much happier, healthier, and satisfied with 
my life. 
 I chose to bring up the subject of teen 
self-harm because it is more prevalent of 
an issue than we realize. Even the most 
unexpected people are hiding secrets or 
insufficiency or low self-esteem. We, as a 
society, need to embrace people for who 

to do that is to express love. Love can come 
in many different forms: homosexually, 
interracially, platonically as well as 
between two people that one would think 
were unlikely to end up together. When one 
loves another person, each acknowledges 
everything that is similar and different 
between them and the other, bringing 
them closer to each other as they embrace 
the uniqueness of their relationship. Many 
bonds form on similarities, but most form 
on differences.

n pg. 64   
 Tobias Norton

Oftentimes I find the 
concept of having 

differences as paradoxical. I believe that 
even with all of our obvious external 
differences, underneath it all we are the 
same. Friendship can transcend race, 
ethnicity, orientation, age, gender and 
even species. In Bridging the Gap I sought 
to illustrate the idea that sometimes our 
differences work in our favor if we can 
recognize them as strengths. If we are 
open to them they can no longer be used 
as a means to separate us, but rather they 
become something to embrace.

n pg. 66
Sara Bouhamid

My artwork focuses 
on the differences in 

criminal sentences between different 

they are, and amend our minds about 
stereotypical ideals. We must learn to be 
content as individuals and realize our value 
and the importance of being unique. Those 
who feel that self-harm is the only solution 
must understand there are other options. 
We, as a community, must let them know 
that we are here for support and will accept 
them for who they are. 
 To me, embracing our differences 
means appreciating the gift of individuality 
and knowing that we must each break away 
from the mold society has created as the 
ideal and just be ourselves. In the words of 
Dr. Seuss, “ Today you are you, that is truer 
than true. There’s no one alive who is youer 
than you.”

n pg. 70
 Riley Crone

I  believe that you 
cannot judge what you 

see, but that you need to take a shovel and 
dig to find the person’s true value. 

n pg. 72
  Debdatta Chakraborty

Varanasi — the eternal 
city — helps people 

forget the differences of culture, race and 
everything. From time immemorial, it has 
stood the test on the banks of the Ganga 
and is being appreciated by all. Whoever 
comes here is amazed by the cultural 
diversity of the city itself. Here differences
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n pg. 78
 Nicole Pelletier

My father is a burn 
victim from an 

accident when he was in the Navy 23 years 
ago. 99% of his body is now burnt, so he 
suffers from constant stares. He often 
gets long gazes from children (which is 
understandable), but also from adults, 
which I must admit, makes me upset. I 
wish others would get past the fear of 
him to open up and learn to know his 
warm personality. He is so strong, kind-
hearted, and is the center of my life. He 
has inspired me through everything, and I 
feel the picture I used captures his gentle 
compassion.
 One statement that is communicated 
through my artwork is that no matter what 
someone may look like, he has the chance 
to be the kindest, most loving person you 
have ever met. A condition that someone 
has should not define him. Besides the 
message of accepting others, there is 
another message — I believe Dad can be an 
inspiration to others. He has gone through 
so much trouble because of his condition, 
but he still manages to always smile.
At the end of the day, regardless of how 
much pain you have dealt with, a positive 
attitude will always make the suffering 
more tolerable. I’ve learned this and so 
much more from my Dad. I am extremely 
grateful that he is here today to help 
me spread the concept of embracing 
differences.

have helped the city stand the test of time.

n pg. 74
Jovana Cristiani

People forget the 
importance of others 

in their lives. Our world revolves around 
a lit-up screen, and no matter how 
advanced, that screen will never supply 
us with the rich diversity this world gives 
us. This painting was pulled from personal 
experience and observation. I see myself 
becoming sucked into a virtual world 
that always lacks the intimacy given from 
people face to face. Human beings aren’t 
born with a cell phone in hand so there is 
no reason we need to always be plugged in. 
We need to disconnect ourselves from this 
electronic world we’ve been pulled into 
and reconnect to the people around us.

n pg. 76
 Martin Smith

This image shows a 
group of people from 

different continents holding up a picture 
of their respective nations. Together these 
images make up the earth. The people 
are working together and co-operating to 
make up the bigger picture which is the 
world. When we do not embrace diversity, 
we lose sight of the bigger picture and what 
Mother Nature has intended. Everyone is 
united in white as it is made up from all of 
the colors of the visible spectrum.

n pg. 80
 Carolyn Syzonenko

My submission shows 
viewers how teenage 

girls feel about themselves physically. So-
ciety has taught girls that no matter what 
your body looks like, you are never pretty 
enough. The Barbie faces and body mark-
ings are to show that to be “perfect” you 
have to have a pretty face and be skinny, 
just like a Barbie doll. 

n pg. 82
 Nina Edelsbacher

If I look at the human 
race from far away, I 

see it as one complete unit.
 Sure, one has blonde hair, the other 
one is bald, one is strong, the other one 
smart, and so on. But all of us are part of 
this perfect unit, like a circle. And just as 
there is no way to find a corner in a circle, 
there is no way to deny that we are actually 
all the same. So if you really can’t overcome 
differences, you might find a corner in my 
circle. But that might mean that you are an 
alien.

n pg. 84
 Beau Johnson

Everyone in the world 
makes a different 

sound and if we work together, we can 
make a beautiful composition.

to imagine the morning process without 
one. When looking in a mirror we tend to 
notice even the smallest imperfections and 
focus on them when we are really missing 
the more common, beautiful parts about 
ourselves. Because of this attitude I think 
our self-perceptions and confidence are 
based around our small imperfections 
especially in our looks. Without mirrors 
people would be able to focus on their 
personalities which are far more malleable 
than our looks.

n pg. 92
 Vesta Zhelyaskova

With these two con-
trasting photographs, 

I urge viewers to look through a lens that is 
often misunderstood and even overlooked. 
In our society, mental illness is shamed. 
Those that suffer from mental illness are 
ostracized and denied the support and 
nurture which they desperately require. 
The stigma on mental illness accentuates 
prejudicial attitudes and discriminating 
behavior towards individuals with mental 
health problems. Many people who impose 
the stigma lack the understanding that 
mental illness is comparable to other 
physiological illnesses such as cancer or 
diabetes. This attitude leads to demeaning 
labels such as “crazy” and “schizo”. One in 
four people has some form of mental illness 
making this a prevalent and alarming issue 
in our society. Let’s stand together and 
fight the stigma. 

n pg. 86
Michael Levin

Diversity is a goal 
because it is the 

right thing to do. Embracing diversity is 
a practical act that insures our survival. 
Strength through unity in times of great 
upheaval empowers us in a common cause. 
In the face of an impending storm, our 
strength lies in our unity of purpose. Our 
unity is derived from our diversity.
 The multicolored leaves bind together 
the deeply rooted tree of man. We arrived 
here from the examples and sacrifices set 
by the many generations that preceded us.

n pg. 88
 Miranda Hein

My design focuses on 
the idea that, even 

though you may be different, you still have 
a place and purpose in society. I chose a 
platypus to represent that idea because it 
is so different from any animal in the world, 
but it still has a place in the environment. 
It is also a humorous animal and I wanted 
to incorporate humor into my design so 
that people would look at the message in a 
positive way.

n pg. 90
 Joshua Cortman

Mirrors are part of our 
everyday lives. It’s hard 

n pg. 94
 Jerry Bacik

The idea for Tears are 
Colorless comes from 

the concept that Tears transcend all diverse 
boundaries. More than perhaps any other 
elements of human nature, tears evoke 
an empathy response which is universal. 
Whether you’re young, old, tall or short, 
disabled or not, no matter what your ethnic 
background might be, tears rise above any 
petty differences compelling us to help one 
another, and in some small way unifying us 
all. Even though the images evoke sadness, 
there is righteousness in this unity which 
sadly can sometimes be missing in our day 
to day response to others.

n pg. 96
 Tiago Carreira  
 Mateus

Everyone has the right 
to interpret the color the same way.’ I’m a 
graphic designer and I work as a freelanc-
er. I worked in a Special Education Center, 
where I had the opportunity to teach dis-
abled people. That work made me wake up 
to the importance of Inclusive Design and 
how you can improve the quality of life of 
these people.
 So, I chose colorblind as theme for my 
artwork. With the support of ColorAdd®, I

HnoABY eNTIn
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or common sense. As he grows and learns, 
he also becomes the teacher. He teaches 
us how to see things in new and different 
ways, not just to see outside the box, but 
to actually live outside the box. He has 
taught me, my husband, and his brother 
and sister what the words “unconditional 
love” truly mean. He faces people who do 
not understand his “oddities” and some of 
these people can be cruel and impatient.  
 The most amazing thing is that he treats 
everyone with extreme kindness and he 
imposes an infectious happiness no matter 
who the person is which is why I titled my 
drawing “The Face of Autism.” You can’t tell 
a person is autistic by looking at him and 
he shows every day how all people should 
be treated. We can all learn a lot from him. 
He is autistic. He is my son. He is different 
and we love him more every day for it.

n pg. 96
 Chelsea Wenzel

To me, embracing our
differences means that

we accept each other for who the person 
is on the inside. Do not base your opinion 
on race, gender, sexual orientation, or any-
thing else for that matter.

did my project for everyone to understand 
how a colorblind people see and to realize 
that there is a universal code making them 
independent.

n pg. 96  
 Karen Mauldin

The boy depicted in 
the drawing is my 

youngest son, Harrison, who is autistic. 
He is surrounded by puzzle pieces, as they 
are used to help promote and represent 
autism awareness. The colors are the ones 
used in all of the autism awareness ribbons 
I have ever seen. Puzzle pieces and their 
bright colors represent the diversity and 
varying traits of autistic people. The goal is 
to put these pieces together to understand 
autism better and, hopefully one day soon, 
what causes it. For now, I try to learn and 
understand everything I can about autism 
so I can try to help my son have the most 
wonderful life possible.
 Embracing Our Differences has so much 
meaning to me and my family. Even though 
Harrison is different from what society 
calls “normal,” we see him as perfect 
and wonderful. He is now 12 years old 
and knows that he is autistic; however he 
doesn’t see himself as any different from 
anyone else in the world. When he started 
asking about his autism we told him, and 
still do, that autism makes him special and 
wonderful. We have learned over the years 
that we have to work hard to teach him 
things that we see and do as commonplace - Pablo Picasso

“Every child is an artist. 
The problem is how to remain an 

artist once he grows up.” 

- Edgar Degas

“Art is not what you see, 
but what you make 

others see.” 

EmbracingOurDifferences.org

To view artwork from
previous exhibits, visit us

online at
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Gulf Coast Community Foundation 
is the largest community foundation in Florida. 

They believe that connecting individuals, groups, 
and organizations by sharing information and 
needs will strengthen and improve charitable 

giving in our community.

GulfCoastCF.org

The mission of
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 
is to save Jewish lives and enhance Jewish life in 

Sarasota-Manatee, in Israel and around the world. 
The Federation was founded in 1959.

TheJewishFederation.org

Ringling College of Art and Design, one of the 
premier colleges of art and design in the western 

hemisphere, is a private, not-for-profit, fully 
accredited college offering the Bachelor’s degree 

in 14 disciplines. The 48-acre campus includes
111 buildings, and attracts almost 1,400 students.

Ringling.edu

The mission of
Sister Cities Association of Sarasota

is to foster international relationships between 
Sarasota and cities that have similar interests by 

creating exchanges in areas of culture, education, 
tourism, business and government.

SarasotaSisterCities.org

Sister Cities Association
of Sarasota
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Sponsors through March 7, 2014. For a complete list of Sponsors, and information on sponsorship opportunities,
visit us online at EmbracingOurDifferences.org

- MARGARET MEADE

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed citizens can change the world;
indeed, it’s the only thing that ever does.” 

Dennis & Graci
McGillicuddy

EXHIBW SPnSoSLEAD SPnSoS
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AyOCS2 EXHIBW SPnSoS SIOOL SPnSoS
Bank of America 

Client Foundation

Janelle & Carlos 
Beruff

Drew & Barbara 
Cervasio

Vern & Sandy
Buchanan

Keith & Linda 
Monda

Bruce & Janet 
Udell

Exclusive Television Sponsor

Swart Family Foundation

Ina Schnell
Donor Advised Fund of the Community Foundation of Sarasota County



HBF PCM SPnSoS
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Gerri Aaron & Marvin Albert

Randall T. Arnaud

Bobbi & Don
Bernstein

Fred Bloom, M.D.

Carol Poteat-Buchanan

Leila and Steven M.
Gompertz

Donor Advised Fund
in Memory of

Michael Gompertz at the 
Community Foundation of 

Sarasota County

Larry & Debbie Haspel

Arn & Bette Hoffman

Jonna D.Keller

George Kole &
Judy Zuckerberg

Scott & Jill Levine

Bobbi & Will Lorry

Jeffrey & Barbara McCurdy

Ora & Joe Mendels

DT PCM SPnSoS Samara, Jenna and Macy 
Meshad

Ken & Jennifer Pendery

Sanford & Patricia Rederer 
Fund in Honor of

Selby Gardens

Skip & Gail Sack

Betty Schoenbaum

Clare & Rich Segall

Michael J. Shelton &
Jeremy Lisitza

Genie & Les Aberson

Steve & Beth Knopik

Rich & Rebecca Bergman

James & Kim Cornetet

Ned & Mickey Davis

Bea Friedman

Larry & Laura Herrig

Mel &  Robin Hogan

Ed Kalin & Leslie Malkin

KBR Foundation

Irving and Marilyn Naiditch 
Family Foundation

David & Lois Stulberg
Foundation

The Tarr Charitable Family
Foundation

Karen & Mike Valentino
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QUOTGn SPnSoSSIOOL BUS SPnSoS
Pat & Bob Baer

Chuck & Margery Barancik

Thomas & Karen Bernstein

Carol Camiener

David & Edie Chaifetz

Margot & Warren Coville

Robert W. & Dorothy B. Garner 
Fund of the Community

Foundation of Sarasota County

Len & Helen Glaser

Shelley & Sy Goldblatt

Sam & Bunny Gourse

Teri Hansen &
Steve Wilberding

Dr. Raymond &
Elizabeth Hautamaki

Ed Klein

Judy & Jerry Levinson /
Harriette S. & Charles L. Tabas 

Foundation 

Neil N. & Sandra A. Malamud

Michael & Katie Moulton

Bud & Chari Polley

Alice Rau

Jules & Sheila Rose

Jennifer & Larry Saslaw

Richard Seidel &
Anita Rosenblum

Mort & Bunny Skirboll

Ric & Janet Smalley

The Florida Suncoast Chapter
of the Society, Inc.

Wertheimer Philanthropic 
Fund of the

 Jewish Federation
 of Sarasota-Manatee

Sarah Wertheimer

Michael Zuckerberg

Alan & Ruth Ades Charitable Trust

Barbara & Martin Arch

Fran & Jack Braverman

Shirley & Jack Brown

Judy & Charles Cahn

Michael & Marcia Corrigan

Marilyn Harwell

Stephanie & Allen Hochfelder

Renee Hymson

Learners To Leaders
Gulf Coast Chapter

Jill Lonstein

Ruth & Andy Maass

Chris, Jill & Amelia Malkin

Jessica, Josh, Josie & Blake Malkin

Terry McKee & James Amato

Jim & Nikki Nilon

Alfred & Adela Rose

Nancy & Jerry Roucher

Sarasota Classified/Teachers
Association

South Florida Museum

Robin & Michael Strauss

Peter & Joan Wells

David & Patti Wertheimer
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FvNDS OF 3E EXHIBW
Constance Drew Anderson

Ross & Wendy Born

Susan Brainerd & Alan Quinby

Marilyn Brimberg

Dr. Francine Z. Brown

Ronald & Sharon Burde

Carol Butera

Johnny & Aundria Castleberry

President’s Fund at the
Community Fundation of Sarasota County 

in Honor of Carol Buchanan

Judy Cuppy

Mary Dailey & John Clay

Eleanor Merritt Darlington

Lillian Del Seni

Geri & Lenny Drexler

Robert & Elaine Foster

Ann Fries

Dr. George F. Gitlitz

Doris & Jim Goese

Roz Goldberg & Alan Bandler

Don & Alice Goldsmith

Grace M. Goldstein

Richard & Betty Greenspan

Monia Joblin

Richard & Barbara Johnson

William Jones & Nancy Lowden-Jones

Toby Kline

Donna Koffman

Peter & Marlene Koshgarian

Brock & Julie Leach

Linda & Norman Lipson

Roslyn Mazur

Walt & Christine Menzel

Lisa Merritt, M.D.

Gloria Moss

Multi Cultural Health Institute

Eilene Oldwine

Norm Olshansky

Dr. Sarah H. Pappas

Sylvia & Irwin Pastor

Arlene Pearlman

Plymouth Harbor, Inc.

Nadia & Michael Ritter

Martin & Irene Ross

Jo &  Stan Rutstein

Arlene M. Salzberg

Stuart & Bonnie Schar

Jonathan & Barbara Shagrin

Stanley & Maureen Siegel

Evelyn Silver

Alan & Cindy Silverglat

Carolynne C. Smith &
Barbara Cruikshank

Joni Steinberg

Laurey & Charlie Stryker

Jack & Adrea Sukin

Marilyn Thompson

John & Deborah Weber

Christi Wheeler

Barbara Zdravecky

Sponsors through March 7, 2014. For a 
complete list of Sponsors, and information on 
sponsorship opportunities, visit us online at 

EmbracingOurDifferences.org
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“k Oh HE EVO BEJe POo BY GIVU.”
—Anne Frank, Diary of Anne Frank
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“DIFFONT wADS SmE4eS YAD 5 3E SAe CETY.”
— George R.R. Martin, A Game of Thrones



Technical Support

Jonathan Schrock

Videography

Bill Wagy

Photography

Tim Cameresi

Webmaster

Christine Page
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Art Selection Committee

Nancy Roucher, Chair
Tim Cameresi

Graci McGillicuddy

Quotations Selection Committee 

Jeremy Lisitza, Chair
Carol Poteat-Buchanan

Alice Cotman
Stacey Edelman
Kristofer Geddie

 Deb Giura
Joan Lowery

Barbara Lupoff

Education Committee

Bernadette Bennett, Chair
Angela Hartvigsen
Deborah Herbert

Carol LaVallee
Nancy Roucher

City of Sarasota

Mayor Shannon Snyder
Vice-Mayor Willie Shaw

Suzanne Atwell
Paul Caragiulo

Susan Chapman

SPECSL
3CKS

Busing Program Coordinator

Joni S. Steinberg, Ph.D. 

Artists & Quoters Reception

Rich Bergman
Alice Cotman
Leslie Malkin

Dr. Tammy Walsh

International Baccalaureate 
Program

Dr. Paul Gallagher,
Assistant Principal & IB Coordinator, 

Riverview High School

Coexistence Club
Riverview High School

Dena Sturm, Faculty Advisor & 
Docent Coordinator

North Port High School

Marilyn Caruso, Faculty Advisor

Marketing

Su Byron
Claire Seminario

City of Bradenton

Mayor Wayne Poston
Vice-Mayor Bernis Smith

Gene Brown
Harold Byrd, Jr.

Gene Gallo
Patrick Roff

Bradenton Downtown 
Development Authority

David Gustafson, Executive Director
Scan and 
like us on 
Facebook

Follow us
@EODSarasota

Scan to 
make a
Donation

To participate in our next Exhibit, visit us at

for details on submitting artwork, submitting
a quotation, or to become a sponsor.

We'll See You Next Year!

Art Teacher Retreat
Committee

Bernadette Bennett
Dr. Wendy Dickinson

Angela Hartvigsen
Dr. Tammy Walsh

Diane Zorn

An extra special thanks to Jess Nagy 
who is always there when we need her.
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scan to visit us online
For more info on this & past exhibits, and to participate next year, visit EmbracingOurDifferences.org 

Viewed by more than 1,600,000 visitors since 2004, this annual exhibit presents 39 billboard-sized 
works of art accompanied by inspirational quotations displayed in Sarasota and Bradenton, Florida. 
Presented here in its entirety, the 2014 exhibit is a unique global collection by artists and writers.


