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a message from our

Executive Director
Embracing Our Differences is much more than “just a
walk in the park.” Creating a climate where everyone feels
valued, respected and included is more important than
ever. I am very proud of our broad message of diversity
and inclusion which extends well beyond historical
inequities involving race, ethnicity and religion to include
all characteristics that make each of us unique individuals.
While there remains important unfinished work to bring
equality to all, we must not forget that one of our country’s
greatest sources of strength can be found in an inclusive
culture which recognizes our shared experiences,
our individual challenges and celebrates the many
opportunities created by our differences.
Respecting different viewpoints with which one disagrees
is the hallmark of a civilized society. History has repeatedly
shown the threat diversity can pose if not accompanied
by a community commitment to civility and respect. Our
very survival is dependent upon each of us adapting and
recognizing inclusion as an invaluable tool to create a world
built upon common beliefs in fundamental principles of
equality and inalienable rights. We must never forget that
the rights of all are diminished when the rights of one are
threatened.
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From its very beginning, Embracing Our Differences
has espoused Gandhi’s philosophy that “you must be the
change you wish to see in the world.” I challenge each of
you to consider the kind of world you want to leave your
children and grandchildren. Will it be one of indifference
or one of inclusion and respect where all are welcome and
injustice is challenged? We all play an invaluable role in
building a community where everyone has the opportunity
to reach for the sky and touch the stars.
Genuine respect and inclusion is not just changing the way
we think — more importantly it’s changing the way we act.
Embracing Our Differences looks forward to continuing
this important community conversation.

“ Teaching kids to count is fine,
but teaching them

WHF CqlS
is best.”
— Bob Talber
Detroit Free Press Columnist
(1936-1999)

A project as large as Embracing Our Differences requires
the support of many and we wish to acknowledge all who
have played a role in supporting our efforts. These include
our very generous supporters, sponsors, volunteers,
docents, artists, and everyone who lives and spreads
our mission. It also includes our Community Partners
— Gulf Coast Community Foundation, The Jewish
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee, Ringling College
of Art and Design and Sister Cities Association of
Sarasota — all of which plays an essential role in the
success of our efforts.
Together, we can create a vibrant community where
differences are embraced and individuality is celebrated.
Michael J. Shelton
Executive Director, Embracing Our Differences

n
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East and around the world, we must realize that globally
we are at a very pivotal place in history. Embracing
Our Differences helps refocus our attention on what is
truly important, exposing people of all ages, especially
our youth, to the diversity in the world. When exposed
to diversity and inclusion at an early age, we create an
opportunity for the global community to avoid cultural
prejudices. So many of us, when not provided with an
alternative, fall prey to the dispositions of our parents
and other adults who influenced us as children.
Exposure to such diversity at an early age allows us to
recognize that we are all the same, humans, made from
flesh and blood. In fact, the existence of diversity is
the key to making everyday life interesting. How many
times have we been told how boring life would be if
everyone thought alike?

There could be no better
time in our lives than
today to experience
the Em bracing o ur
Differences annual art
exhibit. Although we may be insulated locally from the
current strife, war and genocide occurring in the Middle
6

Diversity forces discovery of cultures and lifestyles
that vary from our own upbringings and exposure.
The key is an open mind and tolerance of others who
were raised differently and/or have different core
beliefs. Embracing Our Differences effectively
utilizes the medium of art to break down those barriers
which otherwise prevent us from seeing others as we
might see ourselves or our own families. The unique
perspective provided by each artist is displayed for the
world… to walk in someone else’s shoes, if only for a
few minutes. The fact that many of our artists are at
such an impressionable age in life when creating these
works of art makes our world a better place in which to
live… one young mind at a time. This is the magic of
Embracing Our Differences.
n

a message from

Paul Gallagher, Ed.D.
Riverview High School
International Baccalaureate Program Coordinator

In many ways, the
annual Embracing
Our Differences art
exhibit culminates a
year of working with
students, adults and
organizations on a
variety of initiatives
which support and
enhance our individual and collective
consciousness on
“what it means to be
human.”
The reason for learning transcends one’s
own growth and
leads us to a path of
constructing a society that is intent
on becoming more
democratic, just
and caring. The ex-

hibit provides a space and time for all of us to be reflective, to beckon imagery and language that takes us to a
place of critical awareness. The utmost hope is, that by
exploring the exhibit’s meanings, sharing insights with
others, and re-evaluating our own thinking, we will be
called to act.
Confronting unfairness, challenging bias, and attacking
apathy are but a few of the ways that we can invite aesthetics
to change insensitive ways of being. As such, Embracing
Our Differences extends beyond the exhibits in Sarasota
and Bradenton and expands to year-round initiatives.
There are Co-Existence Clubs in three high schools
— North Port, Riverview, and Booker. In addition to
the outreach programs established by these schools to
neighboring elementary and middle schools, Embracing
Our Differences continues to sponsor out of school
excursions to museums, theatrical performances, and
films in order to witness and discuss themes of social
responsibility, cultural awareness and inclusion of all
peoples and traditions. Global partnerships have been
established with education programs in Africa, China,
Israel, Nova Scotia, Texas, and Venezuela.
Global connections were crystallized this March with a
six-day education journey to Israel by eight members of
the Co-Exisitence Clubs. The opportunity to witness
people of different cultures, with many commonalities and
a shared human history, striving to build a more peaceful
region is the essence of the core meaning behind the
annual exhibit. It’s what it means to be human.
n
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The Embracing Our Differences Education Initiatives
represent the most important aspect of our efforts —
reaching and impacting the lives of our youth. During this
past school year, 30,304 students, representing 192 schools
locally and around the world, participated in our various
initiatives making Embracing Our Differences one of
the largest education programs in Southwest Florida.
Our Education Initiatives include:

The centerpiece of Embracing Our Differences is a juried international art exhibit featuring 39 billboard size images
created by local, national and international artists, writers and students reflecting their interpretations of the theme
“enriching lives through diversity.” The goal of the exhibit is to create a community where diversity and inclusion are valued
while teaching the importance of actively rejecting hatred and prejudice.

● Free Field Trips

● Lesson Plans

● Educator Workshops

● In the Classroom

● Student Docents

● Make-A-Day of It!

● Community Collaborations

As a result, students participate year-round in a variety
of activities based upon a well-planned curriculum of
art appreciation, character development and diversity
education.
Independent evaluations, as well as our own, have
consistently shown that the Embracing Our Differences
Education Initiatives help students: (1) learn to make
sense of their world; (2) make healthy life choices while
recognizing the value of diversity; (3) improve self-esteem;
and (4) experience new ways to learn and succeed.
FREE FIELD TRIPS
Providing free field trips to the exhibit has become a
signature of our education efforts with more than 25,000
students benefiting during the past school year. Utilizing
our innovative online registration system, with a few short
questions and one click, teachers and their students are on
their way to a totally free educational experience focusing
on art appreciation, character development and diversity
education.

On display during April and May each year in Sarasota’s Island Park and Bradenton’s beautiful new Riverwalk, the exhibit
continues its phenomenal growth, receiving 6,454 submissions in 2015 representing 80 countries, 42 states and 118 schools.
The exhibit welcomed 293,000 visitors during 2014, bringing total attendance, since 2004, to more than 1,900,000.

— 2014 Exhibit Visitor
8
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LESSON PLANS

EDUCATOR WORKSHOPS

Among the many resources provided to teachers are age-appropriate, curriculum aligned lesson plans and
other resources prepared under the supervision of Sarasota County School District curriculum development
specialists. Through the use of a variety of resources tailored to each year’s exhibit, teachers are provided
with innovative ways to engage their students in critical thinking, language arts and social studies as they
relate to art appreciation, character development and diversity. Participating teachers are unanimous in
rating our many resources as meaningful and beneficial tools.

A variety of workshops are offered throughout the year providing educators with the resources to create a
comprehensive approach to critical thinking and visual inquiry, as well as a safe and inclusive environment
rich in academic, social and emotional opportunities for all students. Teachers are unanimous in rating our
workshops as meaningful learning experiences.

“The teaching materials were very beneficial. I would not have known
how to motivate my students on such a difficult subject as diversity
without your lesson plans.”
— Sarasota County Middle School Teacher

IN THE CLASSROOM
Interactive student participation is one of the most effective delivery methods for the often difficult and
abstract concepts of diversity and inclusion. Each fall, thousands of students in Sarasota and Manatee
counties spend time creating art and quotations for submission to our annual competition. While only a
small percentage will be selected for display, each student will benefit by engaging in a comprehensive
approach to critical thinking and visual inquiry. This process provides students with a safe and healthy means
of clarifying their own identities as well as developing an enhanced sense of self-esteem and social skills.
Developing new and different perspectives from their peers is an added bonus. Teachers have consistently
reported that they are confident these experiences will have a life-long impact upon their students.

● ART TEACHER RETREAT: Presented in partnership with Ringling College of Art and Design, this
retreat reinvigorates art educators’ creativity while offering new skills and strategies for inspiring students
to explore the abstract concepts of prejudice, diversity and inclusion.
● EMBRACING COURAGE WORKSHOP: Presented in partnership with Florida Studio Theatre, this
workshop fills a critical need of providing teachers with creative resources to meet Florida’s newly adopted
Language Arts Florida Standards.
● LESSON PLANS WORKSHOPS: Designed to provide curriculum aligned, age-appropriate lesson
plans, teachers are introduced to new and innovative methods of engaging students, while creating the
perfect environment for a rich discussion of the value of inclusion.
● SUMMER DIVERSITY INSTITUTE: This newly developed three-day offering is designed to provide
educators with the resources necessary to create a safe environment for students to appreciate that a
healthy respect for diversity and inclusion is not just changing the way we think — but most importantly,
it’s changing the way we act.
Participants enjoy a creative exercise at the 2014
Art Teacher Retreat.

“All of us — students and teachers alike — are learning to open our
eyes and dare to imagine a world of possibilities.”
— Sarasota County High School Teacher
10
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STUDENT DOCENTS
Our successful partnership with Riverview High School’s
International Baccalaureate Program continues to be a key
component of our Education Initiatives with over 140
students participating during the past year. During the
exhibit, student docents lead daily groups of inquisitive
youngsters to recognize and appreciate the messages
delivered through the art.

EDUH4n TWIGVP

COMMUNITY COLLABORATIONS
Through programs such as Make-A-Day of It!, Embracing
Our Differences has been a leader in developing new
ways to maximize community resources. A past recipient
of The Patterson Foundation’s “Collaborative Innovator”
Award, Embracing Our Differences works throughout
the year to create opportunities for organizations to
connect and act with a new sense of possibility, while
bringing innovative diversity education programming
opportunities to every Sarasota and Manatee student.
Our partnerships in 2015 included the school districts of
Sarasota and Manatee counties, Florida Studio Theatre,
The Patterson Foundation, The Jewish Federation of
Sarasota-Manatee, the Sarasota County Bar Association as
well as many others.

MAKE-A-DAY OF IT!
Through its Make-A-Day of It! Initiative, Embracing Our
Differences is a model for collaboration and the optimal
use of community resources, while providing teachers and
their students the opportunity, using our free school buses,
to participate in complementing education programs with
partnering organizations such as:

● Mote Marine Laboratory

● Ringling Museum of Art

● Sarasota Film Festival

● Selby Botanical Gardens

● Van Wezel Performing
Arts Hall

With 13,734 students benefiting during the past school
year, this asset sharing program is unique in Southwest
Florida.
12
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— Manatee County Elementary School Teacher

With guided questions, our young visitors are led to make
realizations of their own about inclusion and acceptance of
others, including those different from themselves. Student
docent tours were provided to 8,709 K-8 children visiting
the 2014 exhibit.

● Florida Studio Theatre

“For most of my students, this was
a trip of ‘firsts.’ Many had never
been on a school bus, visited a park
or experienced a botanical garden.”

Students from North Port High School’s
Co-Existence Club were guests at “Hairspray” at Florida Studio Theatre.

Embracing Our Differences is very proud of its
WEDU “Be More Enriched” Award which recognizes our
contribution to the spirit of adventure and exploration
through education in the arts. We are also particularly
proud of being a 2014 recipient of “The President’s Volunteer
Service Award” presented by President Barack Obama. n
13

ART & QUOTATION SUBMISSIONS
2005
2015

TOTB:

34,550

124

6,454

from 82 Countries & 50 States

STUDENT PARTICIPATION
2004
2014

TOTB:

1,200

2004

30,304

170,000

GENERAL ADMISSION
2014

TOTB:

The 12th Annual Outdoor Exhibit
Celebrating Diversity
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95,000

293,000

1,900,000

Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
District of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Kentucky

42 STFP
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Nevada
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota

118 SIOOLS

Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin

Algiers
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Bangladesh
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Bosnia-Herzegovina
Brazil
Brunei
Bulgaria
Canada
Republic of China
Columbia
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Ecuador
Egypt

80 JUlvP

England
Ethiopia
Fiji
Finland
France
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Greece
Guatemala
Haiti
Hong Kong
Hungary
India
Indonesia
Iran
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan

Jordan
Kenya
Kuwait
Latvia
Lithuania
Malaysia
Mexico
Monaco
Netherlands
Nigeria
Norway
Pakistan
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Russia
Saudi Arabia
South Korea
Scotland

Senegal
Serbia
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovenia
South Africa
Spain
Sri Lanka
Suriname
Switzerland
Taiwan
Tanzania
Thailand
Turkey
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United States
Uruguay
Vietnam
Zimbabwe
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Quotation

No one was

CuFL

to be a target.

Cat Wall

Maryjo Floryjanski
Venice, Florida

— Irene Nicola
Sarasota, Florida
18

Maryjo Floryjanski
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Quotation

Unity

Ballard
Elementary School

Build

WUS,

don’t pluck feathers!

Jovanni Ayala, Elijah Behnan, Jose Caballero,
Cynthia Cardoso, Zion Evans, Elijah Everitt,
De’jaun Frazier, Kia Gill, Nayeli Gonzales,
Nevaeh Graham, Alexis Martinez,
Malakhi Moore, Ema Palardy, Dakota Pate,
Diamond Peterson, Emily Salgado,
Patience Vito, Robert Walling
Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Valeri Borstelmann

— Natalie Williams
6th Grade, Pine View School
Osprey, Florida
Teacher: Fran Squires
20

Scan to
meet the
Artists

Ballard Elementary School

21

Quotation
Before your eyes
judge me, let
your heart meet me on

The Family
Klodian Deda
Milan, Italy

EQUB GwUND.
— Benjamin Shulman
10th Grade, North Port High School
North Port, Florida
Teacher: Daphne English-Bazenas
22

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Klodian Deda
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Quotation
I never knew what life
could offer until
I started living with an

OPN MTD

Rainbow
Reading
Neil Saul

Sydney, Australia

instead of closed fists.
— Samantha McCann
Kenosha, Wisconsin
24

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Neil Saul
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Quotation
Why should we
hate colors
when our eyes can see
the whole

Promenade
Michael Levin
Lexington, Kentucky

tTBOW?
— Ashley DiCristofalo
8th Grade, Allenhurst, New Jersey
26

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Michael Levin
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Quotation
Friendship is a bridge
requiring a

FqNDFIn
of commitment
on both sides.
— Kyla Cacoilo
7th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teachers: Moya Hanaway & Doug Abel
28

What Do They
Have
In Common?
Friendship.

Camila Colin-Castruita
5th Grade, Tuttle Elementary School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Theresa Burbridge

Camila Colin-Castruita
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Quotation
Uniformity does not
create blooming flowers,
whistling birdsongs,
fiery sunsets, or

EXTtoDTDY

Socks

Brooks Tracey
Sarasota, Florida

people.

— Katherine Liu
10th Grade, Adlai E. Stevenson High School
Lincolnshire, Illinois
30

Brooks Tracey
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Quotation
Destroy discrimination.
Be like a

PCDA…

they’re black, they’re
white, they’re Asian
and they’re chubby.
— Dylan De Wulf
5th Grade, Wilkinson Elementary School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Dodie Phillips
32

Black & White
Tinot Asso
Girona, Spain

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Tinot Asso
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Quotation
Don’t judge my

IOICP
without understanding
my reasons.

A Duet is Often
Better Than
a Solo
Mackenzie Reiss

8th Grade, Venice Middle School
Venice, Florida
Teacher: Lisa Jodwalis

— Emily Casey
10th Grade, North Port High School
North Port, Florida
Teacher: Daphne English-Bazenas
34

Mackenzie Reiss
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Quotation

Oneness is infinitely

GuFER
than one.

Strength in
Numbers
Simeon Waters

8th Grade, Brookside Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Brooks Tracey

— Catherine Christensen
Sarasota, Florida
36

Simeon Waters
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Quotation
How many chances to

UNDOzCD

each other have been lost
from fear of saying the
wrong thing?

Nothing is
Only As
It Looks

Michael J. Sweeney
Middletown, Connecticut

— Jane Zich
Fairfax, California
38

Michael J. Sweeney
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Quotation
Close your eyes and

IdGIh

everyone looking like
everyone else.
Now open your eyes
and be thankful
for our differences.
— Janet “Sunny” Walker
Stuart, Florida
40

Coding
Diversity

4th Grades,
Alta Vista & Southside
Elementary Schools
Sarasota, Florida
Teachers: Jessica Gardner &
Kelly McWilliams

Scan to
Learn
about this
Project

4th Grades, Alta Vista & Southside Elementary Schools
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Quotation
How would
they know that my

SfLP

conceal the
pain and anguish
deep down inside?
— Barbara Johnson
Sarasota, Florida
42

Uncover to
Discover
Nhung Tran

11th Grade, Booker High School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Jeffery Cornwell

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Nhung Tran
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Quotation

PEOPLE

are like pages in a
storybook; if they were
all the same, then there
would be no story.

Diversity
is Basic

Elisa Baldissera
Torino, Italy

— Natalie Carrion
4th Grade, The Out-of-Door Academy
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Martha Gulacsy
44

Elisa Baldissera
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Quotation
There must be a reason
why the portrayal
of Love and

J84CE

Difference

Jean Robenson Joseph
Port-au-Prince, Haiti

as blind has endured
for millennia.
— Tracie Parrott
Sarasota, Florida
46

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Jean Robenson Joseph
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Quotation
Judgment by others is
inevitable, but

ACEPTU
yourself is up to you.
— Regan Erickson
8th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Moya Hanaway
48

Modern Day
Wonder Woman
Emma Siegel

10th Grade, Booker High School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Jeffery Cornwell

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Emma Siegel
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Quotation
The path of your life

JqRhY

is made more
memorable and colorful
by the cast of characters
you encounter.

Paint Your
Own Path

Alexa Nakonetschny
6th Grade, Pine View School
Osprey, Florida
Teacher: Mark Goebel

— Grace Carlson
Sarasota, Florida
50

Alexa Nakonetschny
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Quotation

WE

aren’t all
Barbies.

In-Depth
Reading

Jamie Azevedo
Santa Clara, California

— Ka Xiong
8th Grade, Einstein Middle School
Appleton, Wisconsin
52

Jamie Azevedo
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Quotation
Life is like a maze.
Your choices determine
the

PA3

Get Real
Sayo Hayashi

6th Grade, Booker Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Deborah Herbert

you take.
— Michael Allmer
7th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teachers: Moya Hanaway & Doug Abel
54

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Sayo Hayashi
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Quotation
The color of the hands
does not matter,
but rather what they

CC DO.

We See
Expressions
Not Colours

Tiago Miguel da Silva
Ferreira
Lisbon, Portugal

— Katherine Gast
8th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Moya Hanaway
56

Tiago Miguel da Silva Ferreira
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Quotation
People are like seeds.
When watered and

NURTURL,

they blossom into
stunningly beautiful
and diverse creatures.
— Regan Erickson
8th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Moya Hanaway
58

Kindness
Blossom

Federica Muraro
Verona, Italy

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Federica Muraro
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Quotation
Acceptance is like a
blanket; it makes

EVOYnE

A Helping
Hand
Kathy Kushmer
Palmetto, Florida

feel warm.

— Josh Torres
11th Grade, Prew Academy
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Carolyn Perry
60

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Kathy Kushmer

61

Quotation
If you can feel it and

DuAM

it, surely, you
can be it.

When Everyone
Else is Trying
to Stand Out…
McCauley Wanner &
Ryan Palibroda
Victoria, British Columbia
Canada

— Gray Lowder
4th Grade, Englewood Elementary School
Englewood, Florida
Teacher: Lois Collins
62

McCauley Wanner & Ryan Palibroda
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Quotation

Sticks and stones may
break our bones, but

WoDS

online stay forever.

Sticks and
Stones

Gabrielle Jarmoszko
12th Grade, Manatee School for the Arts
Palmetto, Florida
Teacher: Pamela LeBuffe

— Kurt Jolly
Bradenton, Florida
64

Gabrielle Jarmoszko

65

Quotation
Culture is like a pot of
soup, without every

One World

UjQUE

Kolkata, India

Pranab Basak

flavor, it’s just a
pot of water.
— Aleea Dodson
12th Grade, South Walton High School
Santa Rosa Beach, Florida
Teacher: Vivian Komando
66

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Pranab Basak
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Quotation
Give your smiles, your
kindness and your

HUGS

away; they will find
their way back to you
when you need them
most.

Encourage Me
Ahmed Sami
Kuwait City, Kuwait

— Debbie Vale
Sarasota, Florida
68

Ahmed Sami
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Quotation
Imagine being so

DIFFONT

no one ever wanted to
touch you and then
someone hugged you.
— Gerald Bacik
Tarpon Springs, Florida
70

Lonely Should
Be Friendship
Odalis Lopez

5th Grade
Orange Ridge-Bullock Elementary School
Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Kathy Kushmer

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Odalis Lopez
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Quotation

Sometimes we need to

ICGE
our perspective
to gain perception.

Time Warp

Tricia Lynn Tomasky
Irving, Texas

— Tyfiedra Williams
Newport News, Virginia
72

Tricia Lynn Tomasky
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Quotation
We cannot control
how people treat us,
but we can

Cn6OL

Self Reflection
Linda Curtin

Newton, New Hampshire

how we react.
— Jamari Hargrove
7th Grade, Louise R. Johnson Middle School
Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Elizabeth Donald
74

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Linda Curtin
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Quotation

Diversified
If everyone thinks that
Communication
SmEnE ELx
of Art
will make a difference,
it will never happen.

Shangning Wang
Tempe, Arizona

— Christopher Nicola
Sarasota, Florida
76

Shangning Wang
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Quotation
Don’t be afraid to be the

VOICE

that has never
been heard.
— Gabriela Gonzalas
10th Grade, North Port High School
North Port, Florida
Teacher: Daphne English-Bazenas
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We Won’t
Shut Up
Judith Carlin
New York, New York

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Judith Carlin
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Quotation

Fitting In

Normal?

DEFTE

Rachael Tuffland
12th Grade, Suncoast Technical College
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: April Irwin

normal. I dare you.

— Dena Sturm
Sarasota, Florida
80

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Rachael Tuffland
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Quotation
The

FEELU

of getting bullied is like
broken glass,
hard to pick up, but
even harder to mend.

Restrained
Olivia Sari

11th Grade, North Port High School
North Port, Florida
Teacher: Tiffany Jennings

— Eboney Brown
9th Grade, Sarasota, Florida
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Olivia Sari
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Quotation

When will the road to

EQUBITY

be the road
most traveled?

— Irene Nicola
Sarasota, Florida
84

Separate
But Equal —
Dream Like You
Marched With
Martin
Carling Jackson

Surrey, British Columbia, Canada
Scan to
meet the
Artist

Carling Jackson
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Quotation
When you judge me
you show the person
that you are, not the

Inked Empire

PERSn

Ringling College of Art and Design
Sarasota, Florida

that I am.

Claire Nero

— Jasmin Maldonado
7th Grade, Louise R. Johnson Middle School
Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Mary J. O’Brien
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Claire Nero
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Quotation
One word,
one sentence — it takes
only one voice to change

EVOYTHU.

Discovering
Love
Alison Johnson

Feeding Hills, Massachusetts

— Ambyr Grace Smith-Windley
6th Grade, Louise R. Johnson Middle School
Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Erika S. Phillips
88

Alison Johnson
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Quotation
Words are the only
weapons that can also

HEAL

Scapegoat
Jerry Bacik

Tarpon Springs, Florida

wounds.
— Marlee Thompson
8th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Moya Hanaway
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Scan to
meet the
Artist

Jerry Bacik
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Quotation
It escapes us that the
thing we have most

T JMMn
as humans is that
we are different.
— Gervaz Lushaju
Dodoma, Tanzania
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Don’t Be Mean
— Be Green!
Laura Whalen

9th Grade
State College of Florida Collegiate School
Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Holly Cole

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Laura Whalen
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Quotation
I am not you.
You are not me. But,

Friends

5GQRR

Gilly Grienshpon

we make the world
a better place.

6th Grade, Nitzanim School
Tel Aviv, Israel
Teacher: Osnat Agam

— Mark-Elliot Finley
9th Grade, Sarasota Military Academy
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Sylvia Gillotte
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Gilly Grienshpon

95

Prejudice is the raging fire that only a river of
acceptance can extinguish.
— Brendan Guyre, 8th Grade, Louise R. Johnson Middle
School, Bradenton, Florida; Teacher: Erika S. Phillips
(left) Fire

and Ice by Ben Herskowitz
Ma’ale Adumim, Israel

(below left) Be

Different and Change Your Life
by Zahra Khadem Shariat, Tehran, Iran

(below right) We are Beautiful
by Kadin Brock & Ryan Trimper, 12th Grade
Venice High School, Venice, Florida
Teacher: Gail Bruder-Werner

zFEMNTS
n pg. 18
Maryjo Floryjanski
My artwork is a painting of cats created
using multiple variations of warm colors
for the large cats and only blue, a cool color, for the small cat.
The cats are positioned side by side. The
large cats next to each other create a wall
through which the small, blue cat must
squeeze. The blue color of the smaller cat
represents a sad feeling of being isolated or
lonely. The expressions on the faces of the
large cats are somewhat surprised by the
smaller cat forcing his way in between the
large cats. They apparently did not realize
they established a wall which isolated the
smaller blue cat.
Bullying can go beyond words. Bullying
can be initiated through body language or
in a group who is unaware of their actions
as seen in the alignment of the cats.
n pg. 20
Ballard Elementary
School
We created puppets
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of our own unique characters from our
imaginations. When we were finished and
looking at the variety of different characters
together, we realized that these puppets
were a lot like us. Like our school. Unique
as individual people, but all together in one
group. Unified.
n pg. 24
Neil Saul
Wo r d s . T h o u g h t s .
K n o w l e d g e .
Education. Through reading we unlock the
power of acceptance and the celebration of
diversity for all people — straight, lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender, inter -sex,
and queer.
As a photographer and artist, the
lens enables me to explore a diversity of
themes and juxtapositions. In this image
the symbolic individual is reading and
exploring tales embracing the spectrum
of diversity that the world has to offer.
He sometimes feels small and miniature
against the backdrop of prejudice and
ignorance.
Through knowledge, insights and
storytelling, creativity and potential are
unleashed — with the palette of pencils
representing the limitless possibilities in
creating, sketching, outlining and drawing
the very future that we all want to live in.
A world of inclusion. Collaboration.
Sharing. Respect. Innovation. Difference.
Discussion. Transparency. Support…
Diversity.

n pg. 26
Michael Levin
The overall concept of
the artwork entitled
“Promenade” was to explore differences
and our ability to recognize them. The
work shows individual differences as well
as similarities of the characters (palms)
in the illustration and its effect on the
viewers. Some of these differences are
obvious while others are more subtle. How
we judge others or are judged by others is
determined by what we see and how we
feel.
The five trees in the illustration are
similar and of the same family… palms.
Differences appear with height, width, and
structure of trunks, colors and patterns,
etc. The one that stands out is obviously
different. For good or bad, acclaim or
ridicule, it can’t be dismissed or mistaken
as the same.
The small child views the scene from
our point of view. Does he like the tree?
Does he think, “ What is it about that
tree?” Is it because the palm has the same
taste in pants? Is he even looking at the
tree at all? It is the view and perception
that creates the differences in the end.
The supporting characters of condos,
starfish, geckos and sailboats each exhibit
their uniqueness as well in varying
degrees.
What we see and how we see it happens
in the moment, but what we think changes
over time.
97

n pg. 30
Brooks Tracey
Socks are the most
romantic article of
clothing. They are created to walk the earth
in pairs. They are made for each other, they
complement each other, they even take
baths together. They are stronger together
than they are apart.
This work of art shows how the life
of a sock is happier than one may think.
Although they go through life constantly
being stepped on, they will always have a
loyal partner to hang with. Once a pair is
separated, it no longer serves a purpose. A
pair of socks is the happiest sight on earth.
We could all learn a lot from our socks.
n pg. 32
Tinot Asso
The digital process
of this illustration is
through the use of painting and drawing
with a Wacom tablet.
For me, the mixture of colors signifies
that all races come from the same place
and there are no differences. The mixture
of races is beautiful and inevitable.
n pg. 34
Mackenzie Reiss
We may sound
completely different,
but together we can create beautiful music.
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To me, this means that just because you
look different, doesn’t mean that we can't
do well together.
n pg. 36
Simeon Waters
My piece is very bold
and majestic and
represents team work. The medium I used
at first was pencil, then I used a Sharpie
on top of the pencil, followed by using
colored pencils to put the colors on. This
artwork demonstrates how team work can
be used to help each other. Strength in
numbers can help overcome all obstacles
and challenges.
n pg. 38
Michael J. Sweeney
We all judge books by
their covers and build
walls to establish our uniqueness and protect ourselves from harm. Like many others, I have often heard Robert Frost quoted
that “fences make good neighbors,” but he
attributes this line to a neighbor. Another
idea in “Mending Walls” is not so frequently cited. Frost talks about the purpose of a
wall and its capacity to “give offence.”
As I worked and reworked my drawing,
“Nothing is Only As It Looks”, I looked for
ways to honor the integrity of Frost’s other
observation. Frost’s recognition of a wall’s
purpose, a builder’s intent, and the need to
anticipate offence is central to the poem,

but often overlooked. As I included figures
and changed their positions in relation to
each other and the wall, I wanted to show
separation, walling in and walling out, but
also the importance of reaching across the
wall.
Although fences may make good neighbors, reaching across the differences in our
identities helps to prevent us from walling
in or walling out those things that should
be shared — assistance, kindness, food,
compassion, skills…
n pg. 40
4th Grades, Alta Vista
& Southside
Elementary Schools
My name is Jessica Gardner and I am a 4th
grade teacher at Southside Elementary
School. My collaborator, Kelly McWilliams,
is a 4th grade teacher at Alta Vista
Elementary School. This year we both
have piloted a digital classroom where our
students use a Microsoft Surface tablet
throughout the school day to access a
variety of digital platforms available to
Sarasota County students. One of our goals
this year was to increase our students’
digital collaboration across schools.
Since both of our schools are socially and
economically different from each other we
thought of no better way to combine our
love of technology and art together in an
Embracing Our Differences project. After
studying the theme of diversity, students
in both classes used a QR code generator

app on their tablets to create their own
personalized QR code. These codes were
saved as images, e-mailed to the teachers
and then we inserted all fourteen codes on
a shared Word document using Office 365.
This project allowed two classrooms from
two different schools to collaborate on a
single digital document without leaving
the classroom. Once all the codes were
added, we conferred back and forth about
the simple, yet bold title.
n pg. 44
Elisa Baldissera
I represented the need
for diversity with a
metaphor of Rubik’s game.
n pg. 46
Jean Robenson Joseph
This work is my way
to say that we do not
need a perfect world, only a place where we
can live with our style, sexuality, religion
and political choice without fear.
n pg. 48
Emma Siegel
I chose the subject of
women’s empower ment because it is a positive message. I
believe to rid the world of hate you must
stay positive. As a young woman, I strongly
believe women should be treated the same

as men in almost every way. I myself have
a strong mother figure in my life, as did
she. My paternal grandmother, too, was
one of the many typical romanticized
seventies feminists. Today, feminism has
become sort of a mainstream concept,
connecting from politics to everyday
life. The last century has had numerous
women rebellions, breaking through the
fluff that is the resistance to women’s
equality, but since then it feels as though
the feminist movement has slowed in its
tracks. Women have been pushed around
throughout history. This piece is dedicated
to the victims of discrimination and to
those women who strive to stand up for
themselves.
n pg. 50
Alexa Nakonetschny
Many people in this
world are followers,
meaning they don’t make their own
decisions very often and they let themselves
get bullied. I find this to be one of the main
reasons people aren’t happy in their own
skin. “Paint Your Own Path” means making
your own decisions for yourself and no one
else.
n pg. 52
Jamie Azevedo
One of my favorite
books is “The Bluest
Eye” by Toni Morrison. It is about a little

black girl who desperately wants to
have blue eyes. The theme is based on
embracing who we are and it inspired
me to do a series on how women in our
society are taught through media, movies
and television that unless they are the
ideal beauty then they are worth nothing.
This image portrays a woman pouring
through fashion magazines. Her face is
symbolically masked by a stereotypical
type of beauty which is socially acceptable.
True beauty is so much deeper than what
our culture tells us. This image was made
to remind us that authenticity is the true
definition of beauty.
n pg. 54
Sayo Hayashi
I feel that people are
on their phones way
too much, to the point that people may
think that the images they see are the “real
thing”, but they’re not. I hope that this
drawing will help people start living their
life.
n pg. 56
Tiago Miguel da
Silva Ferreira
My work was based on
expressions and the impact that they have
on us because a smile is always a smile
even from a white or black person. With
this work I wanted to demonstrate that we
should not judge a person by their colour.
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n pg. 58
Federica Muraro
I believe that true
kindness comes by
recognizing oneself in another. And then
love for others, beyond differences, can
generate a big change in human beings,
creating a fertile ground to free people
from loneliness and confusion: a chance
to find themselves and live in harmony
with others. In my drawing the flower
symbolizes the kindness that comes from
love, while the loss and loneliness are
symbolized by the snow and the dry leaf.
Freedom is represented by the feather.
n pg. 60
Kathy Kushmer
I am touched by those
who need help, and
inspired by those who help them. I am
privileged to work at a school in Manatee
County, Florida, where every student
is valued. Each day I witness kindness,
patience and compassion by the teachers,
para-professionals and therapists who
work with our students of all ages and
abilities. I have learned so much from
them. The children teach me as well.
Compassion is often found in the
simplest of activities. In this image, the
woman gently holds down a foam hat. The
child sticks alphabet letters onto it. She is
there to guide and encourage the student.
She is to the student as a mother is to a
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child. The child engages in the activity
and she delights in the joy that the child
experiences.
In designing this painting, I placed the
alphabet letters randomly on the table as
I painted them. Once completed, I noticed
that the letters under the hat spelled “AWE”.
This word reminded me that there is a
special grace or “awe” that we experience
when we do what we are called to do. In this
case, it is shared between the woman and
the child during an ordinary activity.
n pg. 62
McCauley Wanner &
Ryan Palibroda
The mission of the
ALLELES Design Studio is to provide
creative and accessible prosthetic covers
for lower limb amputees. Being influenced
by the eyeglass industry, we are using
design to transform prosthetic cosmesis
from a medical device into a new stream
of fashion. By taking a fashion approach
to an otherwise very medical industry,
we are hoping to remove the stigma of
disability and empower amputees to
embrace their prosthesis as an object of
self-expression.
n pg. 64
Gabrielle Jarmoszko
Art has always been
an important part of
my life. Growing up with an artistic and

creative family has left me with an ability to
express myself easily through pictures and
visual media.
The idea of “acceptance” is an integrity
that I personally feel is considered
overrated within society, specifically in
school environments. As human beings we
are naturally included to cringe away from
differences.
However, being labeled by society hurts.
Nobody wants to be stared at as “different,”
or characterized by cruel names and
crushed under the pressure of needing to
“fit in.”
Sticks and stones may hurt, but words
are worse.
It is only when society is able to maintain
an open mind and an accepting heart that
the hurt of sticks and stones and words
will ebb, and the colors of acceptance will
be revealed over the dullness of hate. It is
important for all people to be able to feel
comfortable in their own skin and to live a
happy life; embracing our differences is the
first step in achieving this for all people.
n pg. 66
Pranab Basak
One World = One Light
of Knowledge.
n pg. 68
Ahmed Sami
“ We live by encour agement and die

without it — slowly, sadly, angrily.”
— Celeste Holm
Roney, the subject of my photo, is
one among 15,000 lost children still
roaming the streets of São Paulo. It is
with deepest regret and sadness that
I inform you of Roney's cold-blooded
murder on the early morning hours of
January 15th. May he find peace wher ever his journey has taken him.
n pg. 70
Odalis Lopez
Nobody deserves to
be left out. Everybody
should be together. This painting shows
the girl being left out. The other side shows
a group of people having fun together.
n pg. 72
Tricia Lynn Tomasky
For this shoot, I
asked my models to
pretend there was a line between them that
represented the line between the past and
the present and react accordingly.
n pg. 74
Linda Curtin
In this acrylic painting
titled “Self Reflection”
we question age and what it means to a
senior who in her heart feels no older than
when she won a medal for a major tennis

tournament. When she looks into a mirror
she sees her age, and so she chooses to
hang a poster of that memorable day she
won her medal and challenge herself to
fight her age and remain in the memories
of her youth.
n pg. 76
Shangning Wang
This work’s theme is
diversified communication. Georges Seurat’s oil painting which
is named “A Sunday Afternoon on the Island
of La Grande Jatte” is used as a metaphor
for the diversified lives in the real world. I
hope this work will remind people to communicate with their friends and families
Do not let electronic devices change our
lives so much. We are the real masters of
our own lives.
n pg. 78
Judith Carlin
I want my work to
have an impact on
the world, not only to reflect the world
but to inform it. My belief in the power of
art and its potential to make positive and
lasting changes motivates and inspires me
to keep creating. When I paint, it’s not a
physical reality I’m after, but an expressive
and emotional reality. The people in my
paintings are depicted at a particular
moment in their lives. I want the viewer to
look at the men and women in my paintings

and wonder where they came from and
where will they end up 
— showing just
enough of the story to spark a discussion.
“Enriching Lives Through Diversity” is
a very important theme for me. The older
I get the more I realize how alike we all
are and how the differences in us are like
wonderful spices which make life so much
more interesting. After all, we are all one
race — the human race.
n pg. 80
Rachael Tuffland
We all try to fit into
society, but we feel
like everything we do won’t go unnoticed.
My entire life consisted of trying to be like
everyone else. The truth is you can’t be
anyone else except for yourself. It feels like
you’re a giant in a world of people who are
constantly judging you. I’ve learned just to
be myself and accept who I am. This piece
shows how I feel when I’m trying to fit in.
n pg. 82
Olivia Sari
Everyone has her own
thoughts and opinions
in certain areas. In America, we are granted
the right to our freedom of speech, religion,
press, etc. We have our rights to express
ourselves; however, society still tries to
shut down and restrain the ones that are
seen as different and abstract. You may
close their mouths and chain them down,
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but their minds will never change on a
set subject. Society needs abstract and
creative thinkers because without them
we are dull. People deserve their say in life,
and if they cannot express it, they surely
will never stop thinking it.
n pg. 84
Carling Jackson
The man on the left
is composed of six
different shades of skin from Brazilian to
African American to African. Inspired by
my own experiences of living in Southern
Louisiana and studying black history at a
historically black college. I created a piece
that not only speaks to the history of these
interlinked cultures, but also symbolizes
the existence of a separate but equal racial
ideology of different shades of skin that
exist in many different cultures. On paper
we are all equal, but people don’t realize
that they are contributing to a separate
but equal mentality based on differences
in skin. The boy on the right was at Martin
Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” speech. I
wanted to create something that reminded
people to dream again. My goal is to make
you feel what words can’t describe by
bringing to life emotion, passion, love,
pain, and beauty through art. I want to use
my art as an instrument for change giving
a voice to those who can only whisper. It is
intended to invoke a deep feeling bent on
change: whether it be changing oneself,
changing the world, or helping people in
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general. It is art for the sake and betterment
of HUMANITY.
n pg. 86
Claire Nero
I am a dreamer, an
illustrator. I am a
surrealist who thrives on inspiration from
the beauty the world has to offer. I illustrate
my way through life to allow others a
glimpse into how my mind works and how I
experience the world.
I have always loved color and making
messes. I believe that is why I am drawn
to painting as a primary media. When
painting, I am able to detach myself from
reality and morph back into a little kid,
tossing acrylics in every direction.
When beginning any piece, I will invent
a narrative, pull from real life experiences,
or even look into old fairytales to give my
artwork significance. I enjoy watching a
piece come to life through details and have
learned that the beginning is my favorite
part of my creation process.
n pg. 88
Alison Johnson
I picked up this card
catalog
from
the
library when they were bringing it out
to the dumpster, now that everything is
on computers. It’s a great place to store
all my craft supplies! For this piece,
I photographed the card catalog and

replaced the labels with words that reflect
inequality and discrimination. The only
drawer that is open is “LOVE”. That is why
I call this piece, “Discovering Love”.
n pg. 90
Jerry Bacik
I hate to tell you this
but sometimes life is
just not fair. It’s not just and you are going
to have problems.
But blaming your problems on One
Race, One Nation, One Color, or One Creed
— blaming your problems on any one
group of individuals is completely idiotic.
Because to tell you the truth they are just
trying to live and deal with their own
problems.
And blaming any one group actually
prevents you from solving your own
problem, and solving that problem might
mean you might have to change.
I know change is scary, but it also can
be good and to exclude yourself from the
vast diversities of culture and customs just
diminishes your life.
The world is this AMAZING tapestry of
colors and ideas and people who might
someday become your friends.
n pg. 92
Laura Whalen
Each of the top bars
is colored green, representing that society has accepted these

diverse things, such as food, buildings,
and art supplies. What would art be if we
had only pencils — pretty dull. But the bar
with the people is red because society has
difficulties accepting differences in others.
We hate one another and we want to be
better than everyone else, but really, we
need each other. Just like a variety of art
supplies makes art more colorful, different
foods create more amazing flavors, and
different buildings can be used for different
purposes. We are better when we recognize
and use the strengths of others.

n pg. 96
Ben Herskowitz
In o r d e r to h e l p
get the message of
acceptance across, I feel that it’s important
to present a strong, eye-catching graphic
illustration. This particular image — the
combination of fire and ice — may take a
second or two to comprehend, because in
nature it cannot possibly exist. Fire and
ice are natural “enemies”; they cannot coexist or get along. By presenting an image
showing *them* living in harmony — the
message comes thru clearly — if they can
get along, anyone can! It’s an especially
fitting analogy — because if they can’t
manage to get along with each other,
then they end up destroying each other,

and neither can exist. The strong black
background and vibrant bright yellows and
reds also add to the dramatic, eye-catching
image, helping to convey the message in a
stark and graphic manner.
n pg. 96
Zahra Khadem Shariat
In this poster you can
see a group of black
crows and a sparrow. The white sparrow
has a olive leaf (the symbol of peace). We
usually see this symbol with the dove,
but the sparrow is also bringing peace to
life. Everything is possible and by being
different we can change our life.
n pg. 96
Kadin Brock &
Ryan Trimper
We are all beautiful
even if we make statements with how we
choose to look on the outside.
n

The role of
the

D4z
is to ask
questions,
not answer
them.
— Anton Chekhov
Russian Author
& Playwright
(1860-1904)
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SUBMW YqR DT
We invite you to participate in creating a society that is
more inclusive for all. Consider submitting an original
work of art and know that you are helping to create an
inclusive community where differences are celebrated.
Please visit EmbracingOurDifferences.org to learn more
about submitting your art for inclusion in our next exhibit.

I believe the children are our future.
Teach them well and let them lead the way,
Show them all the beauty
they possess inside,
Give them a sense of pride
to make it easier,
Let the children’s laughter
remind us how we used to be…
– “The Greatest Love of All”
Michael Masser & Linda Creed

SUPPoT 3E EXHIBW
There are many opportunities available to support the
Embracing Our Differences exhibit and our education
initiatives. Please consider a gift to help us create a community where differences are embraced and individuality
is celebrated.
Visit us at EmbracingOurDifferences.org for more information and to make a donation. You may also make a donation by simply scanning here:
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SUBMW A QUOTFIn
Personal thoughts that accompany each work of art provide
our community a chance to voice their thoughts and
ideas on the importance of diversity and inclusion. The
combination of visual art and the written word adds a
deeper dimension to the overall experience. Please visit
EmbracingOurDifferences.org to submit your original quote.

For complete details about this juried exhibit, including
available cash prizes, and to make submissions, visit us online at EmbracingOurDifferences.org — or simply scan here:
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Gulf Coast Community Foundation

The mission of

Ringling College of Art and Design,

The mission of

is the largest community foundation in Florida.

The Jewish Federation

one of the premier colleges of art and design

Sister Cities Association of Sarasota

They believe that connecting

of Sarasota-Manatee

in the western hemisphere, is a private,

is to foster international relationships

individuals, groups, and organizations

is to save Jewish lives and

not-for-profit, fully accredited college

between Sarasota and cities

by sharing information and needs

enhance Jewish life in Sarasota-Manatee,

offering the Bachelor’s degree in 14 disciplines.

that have similar interests by

will strengthen and improve

in Israel and around the world.

The 48-acre campus includes 111 buildings,

creating exchanges in areas of culture,

charitable giving in our community.

The Federation was founded in 1959.

and attracts almost 1,400 students.

education, tourism, business and government.

GulfCoastCF.org

TheJewishFederation.org

Ringling.edu

SarasotaSisterCities.org
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2015 PuxNTU SPnSoS

Dennis & Graci
McGillicuddy

Bank of America
Client
Foundation

EXHIBW SPnSoS
Janelle &
Carlos Beruff

Vern & Sandy
Buchanan

Drew & Barbara
Cervasio
Keith & Linda
Monda
Bruce & Janet
Udell

Sponsors through February 27, 2015. For a complete list of Sponsors, and information on sponsorship opportunities, visit us online at EmbracingOurDifferences.org
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Jules & Sheila Rose

SIOOL SPnSoS
Gerri Aaron &
Marvin Albert
Chuck & Margery
Barancik
Bobbi & Don Bernstein
Jesse, Katie, Abby,
Hailey & Zachary Biter

Larry & Debbie Haspel
Arn & Bette Hoffman
Jonna D. Keller

Ronald & Harold
Kendall
George Kole &
Judy Zuckerberg

Tom & Sherry Koski

Skip & Gail Sack

Scott & Jill Levine

Ina Schnell

Bobbi & Will Lorry

Betty Schoenbaum

Ora & Joe Mendels

Michael J. Shelton &
Jeremy Lisitza

Samara, Jenna and
Macy Meshad

Swart Family
Foundation

Irving and Marilyn
Naiditch
Family Foundation
Sanford & Patricia
Rederer Fund
in Honor of
Selby Gardens

“When we give cheerfully
and accept gratefully, everyone is
The Wertheimer Family

BYyL.”
— Maya Angelou

Author, Poet, Dancer & Actress (1928-2014)
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DT SPnSoS
Randall T. Arnaud

Carol Poteat-Buchanan
Dr. Marc Cohen

David & Lois Stulberg
Foundation

Ernie & Alisa Kretzmer
Barbara & Gerald May
Jeffrey & Barbara
McCurdy
Ken & Jennifer Pendery
Jo & Stan Rutstein
Clare & Rich Segall

Karen & Mike Valentino
Sally Yanowitz

Rich & Rebecca
Bergman
Thomas & Karen
Bernstein
Fred Bloom, M.D.
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B8U
SPnSoS
Pat & Bob Baer

Carol Camiener
David & Edie Chaifetz
Margot & Warren Coville
Ned & Mickey Davis /
Ned Davis Family
Philanthropic Fund

Dr. Raymond &
Elizabeth Hautamaki
iStar Financial /
Ian Black Real Estate
India Benton Lesser
Foundation

Michael & Katie Moulton
The MSC Foundation
Bud & Chari Polley
Alfred Rose
Jennifer & Larry Saslaw

KBR Foundation
Jerry Levinson /
Harriette S. & Charles L .
Tabas Foundation

Mort & Bunny Skirboll
Ric & Janet Smalley

Dean Eisner

The Tarr Charitable Family
Foundation
Neil N. & Sandra A . Malamud

“Real generosity toward the future lies in giving all to the

PRExl.”
— Albert Camus

Author, Journalist & Philospher (1913-1960)
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Bea Friedman
Len & Helen Glaser

McCauley-Brown Fund at the
Community Foundation of
Sarasota County

Arlene Greene

Jim Meister

Teri Hansen &
Steve Wilberding

Michael & Gila Meriwether

Leon & Marysue Wechsler
Sarah Wertheimer
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QUOTGn SPnSoS
Genie & Les Aberson
Barbara & Gary Ackerman
Alan & Ruth Ades
Charitable Trust
Terry Brackett

Tony & Jan Joseph
Peterson-Lager Education Fund

Susan Brainerd & Alan Quinby

Lakewood Ranch
Community Fund

Fran & Jack Braverman

Jim & Nikki Nilon

Shirley & Jack Brown
Les & Carol Brualdi
Judy & Charles Cahn
Canandaigua National Trust
Company
Claudia Cardillo
Michael & Marcia Corrigan
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J. A . Joseph Family Fund at the
Community Foundation
of Sarasota County

Our Sarasota Fund at the
Community Foundation
of Sarasota County
Purmort & Martin Insurance
Agency
Robert & Linda Rosenbluth
Nancy Roucher
Sarasota Classified/Teachers
Association

Bernard Ehrlich &
Carol Kopelman

FvNDS OF
3E EXHIBW

Gene & Julie Fogarty

All Faiths Food Bank

Wendy Kay Foldes

Louis Altman

Robert & Elaine Foster

Ross & Wendy Born

Michael & Joan Furen

Marilyn Brimberg

Marjorie Tick & Robert Gaines

Angela Bristow

Judi & Paul Gallagher

Amy Eliezer
Nancy Flemming

Carol Butera

Dr. George F. Gitlitz

Jan & Michael Chester

Doris & Jim Goese

Donald E. Cloud

Joan Golub

Judith Cory

Mil & Barcy Grauer

Ed & Alice Cotman
Judy Cuppy
David & Nikki Curran
Mary Dailey & John Clay
Gerard Daniel
Eleanor Merritt Darlington
Dr. Christina de Guia
Larry M. Denenholz
Dr. Marvin & Elyse Diamond
Geri & Lenny Drexler

Mickey Fine

Robin & Michael Strauss

Robert & Stacey Edelman

Roz Goldberg & Alan Bandler

Dorothy Waldron

Education Foundation of
Sarasota County

Stephanie & Allen Hochfelder

Steven Wertheimer

Richard & Betty Greenspan
Group Z Signs
Lewis & Sandra Hanan
Richard & Rebecca Hopkins
Doris & Kenneth Howard
Ambassador Jeanette Hyde
Sue Jacobson

Brock & Julie Leach

Nancy K. Schlossberg Trust

Grace Lennon

Howard & Dorene Seider

Richard & Gail Levin

Sam Shapiro

Melvy Lewis

Maggie & Mark Sharff

Allan & Roberta Lichtenstein

Renee Sheade

Linda & Norman Lipson

Neil & Jean Sheehan

Gordon & Phyllis Loewengart

Alan & Cindy Silverglat

Joan Lowery

Rabbi & Rona Simon

Barbara Lupoff

Dorothy & Larry Spelman

Susan & Randy Mallitz

Barbara P. Srur, M.D.

Judith & Donald Markstein

Hillary Steele

Roslyn Mazur

Joni Steinberg

Walt & Christine Menzel

Judilee Sterne

Gloria Moss

Barbara J. Struth

Marian Moss

Laurey & Charlie Stryker

Bernice Niss

Jack & Adrea Sukin

Isabel & Randy Norton

Arlene & Michael Turner

Dale Otterman

Laura Vajda

Flora & Guillermo Oynick
John & Nora Patterson

Judy & Bob Vigder
Dan & June Walcott

Martin D. and Barbara H. Rich
Family Charitable Foundation

The Warren Foundation

Monia Joblin
Bob & Pat Johnson

Martin & Irene Ross

Judy Weinstein

Cheryl & David Watts

Richard & Barbara Johnson

Lisa Rubinstein

Peter & Joan Wells

Bob & Carolyn Johnson

Arlene M. Salzberg

Mary Lou & Edward Winnick

Nancy & Jerry Kaplan

Charlotte Scarbrough

Barbara Zdravecky

Arthur Keyser & Ellen Kramer

Mark Schlanger

Caroline & Michael Zucker

Sponsors through February 27, 2015. For a complete list of Sponsors, and information on sponsorship opportunities, visit us online at EmbracingOurDifferences.org
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“Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful, committed citizens can

ICGE
the world. Indeed,

it is the only thing that ever has.”
— Margaret Mead
Anthropologist
(1901-1978)

118

SPECIAL

THANKS

ART SELECTION COMMITTEE
Nancy Roucher, Chair
Tim Cameresi
Graci McGillicuddy

ARTISTS & QUOTERS
RECEPTION
Rich Bergman
Alice Cotman
Leslie Malkin
Jess Nagy
Dr. Tammy Walsh

QUOTATION SELECTION
COMMITTEE
Jeremy Lisitza, Chair
Pat Baer
Carol Buchanan
Aundria Castleberry
Stacey Edelman
Kristofer Geddie
Joan Golub
Arlene Greene
Nikki Logan- Curran
Barbara J. Lorry, Ph.D.
Joan Lowery
Jennifer Pendery
Delia Smith
Bryna Tevlowitz
Marysue Wechsler

INTERNATIONAL
BACCALAUREATE PROGRAM
Dr. Paul Gallagher,
Assistant Principal & IB Coordinator,
Riverview High School
COEXISTENCE CLUBS
Riverview High School
Dena Sturm, Faculty Advisor &
Docent Coordinator

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Bernadette Bennett, Chair
Angela Hartvigsen
Deborah Herbert
Carol LaVallee
Nancy Roucher

North Port High School
Marilyn Caruso, Faculty Advisor

BUSING PROGRAM
COORDINATOR
Joni S. Steinberg, Ph.D.

PHOTOGRAPHY
Tim Cameresi

ART TEACHER RETREAT
COMMITTEE
Bernadette Bennett
Angela Hartvigsen
Nancy Roucher
Dr. Tammy Walsh
Diane Zorn
Jess Nagy

Booker High School
Gail Foreman, Faculty Advisor

WEBMASTER
Greg Kasper
VIDEOGRAPHY
Bill Wagy
Jared Serfozo

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Su Byron
Claire Seminario
CITY OF SARASOTA
Mayor Willie Charles Shaw
Vice-Mayor Susan Chapman
Commissioner Suzanne Atwell
Commissioner Eileen Normile
Commissioner Stan Zimmerman
CITY OF BRADENTON
Mayor Wayne Poston
Vice-Mayor Gene Brown
Councilman Harold Byrd, Jr.
Councilman Gene Gallo
Councilman Patrick Roff
Councilman Bemis Smith
BRADENTON DOWNTOWN
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
David Gustafson, Executive Director

TECHNICAL SUPPORT
Jonathan Schrock
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Scan and
like us on
Facebook

Follow us
@EODSarasota

Follow us on
Instagram

Follow us on
Pinterest

Scan to
make a
Donation
To participate in our next Exhibit, visit us at
for more details on submitting artwork,
submitting a quotation, or to become a
sponsor.
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Ballard Elementary School (page 20)

Federica Muraro (page 58)

Simeon Waters (page 36)

Viewed by more than 1,900,000 visitors since 2004, this exhibit presents 39 billboard size works of
art accompanied by inspirational quotations displayed in Sarasota and Bradenton, Florida. The 12th
annual exhibit, a unique global collection by artists and writers, is presented here in its entirety.
For more info on this & past exhibits, and to participate next year, visit EmbracingOurDifferences.org

Klodian Deda (page 22)

Neil Saul (page 24)

scan to visit us online

Nhung Tran (page 42)

