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Jignasa Jadwani (page 18)

the rights of all are diminished when the rights of one are
threatened.

a message from our

Executive Director
Embracing Our Differences is much more than “just a walk
in the park.” Creating a climate where everyone feels valued,
respected and included is more important than ever. I am very
proud of our broad message of diversity and inclusion which
extends well beyond historical inequities involving race,
ethnicity and religion to include all characteristics that make
each of us unique individuals. While there remains important
unfinished work to bring equality to all, we must not forget
that one of our country’s greatest sources of strength can be
found in an inclusive culture which recognizes our shared
experiences, our individual challenges and celebrates
the many opportunities created by our differences.
Respecting different viewpoints with which one disagrees
is the hallmark of a civilized society. History has repeatedly
shown the threat diversity can pose if not accompanied
by a community commitment to civility and respect. Our
very survival is dependent upon each of us adapting and
recognizing inclusion as an invaluable tool to create a world
built upon common beliefs in fundamental principles of
equality and inalienable rights. We must never forget that
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From its very beginning, Embracing Our Differences
has espoused Gandhi’s philosophy that “you must be the
change you wish to see in the world.” I challenge each of you
to consider the kind of world you want to leave your children
and grandchildren. Will it be one of indifference or one of
inclusion and respect where all are welcome and injustice
is challenged? We all play an invaluable role in building a
community where everyone has the opportunity to reach for
the sky and touch the stars.

It is time for parents
to teach
young people
early on that
in diversity there is
beauty and there is

S6NG3.
— Maya Angelou
(1928-2014)
American Author, Poet &
Civil Rights Activist

Genuine respect and inclusion is not just changing the way
we think — more importantly it’s changing the way we act.
Embracing Our Differences looks forward to continuing
this important community conversation.
A project as large as Embracing Our Differences requires
the support of many and we wish to acknowledge all who
have played a role in supporting our efforts. These include
our very generous supporters, sponsors, volunteers, docents,
artists, and everyone who lives and spreads our mission.
It also includes our Community Partners — Gulf Coast
Community Foundation, The Jewish Federation of
Sarasota-Manatee, Ringling College of Art and Design
and Sister Cities Association of Sarasota — all of which
plays an essential role in the success of our efforts.
Together, we can create a vibrant community where differences are embraced and individuality is celebrated.
Michael J. Shelton
Executive Director, Embracing Our Differences

n
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a message from

Dena Sturm

Riverview High School Faculty Advisor
& Student Docent Coordinator

While Embracing Our Differences appeals to people of all
ages, it holds a particular soft spot for young people. Children
and teenagers flock to our annual outdoor exhibit. The art and
quotes intrigue and challenge them; our wonderful student
docents inspire them. Young people are the heart and soul of
Embracing Our Differences and they breathe new life into
it every day.
Young visitors to the park form a profound connection to
our high school docents. It’s no secret that children learn
from children. Our Riverview High School Student Docents
captivate young visitors through their involvement with the
Co-Existence Club. Now in its ninth year, it’s one of the largest
clubs on the Riverview campus. The Club’s members are
dedicated to helping kids appreciate the exhibit’s messages
of acceptance. To quote Casey Kabobel (RHS ’16), it’s a “life
changing” experience.
We’re extremely proud of these young ambassadors for
Embracing Our Differences. As Shelby Fultz (RHS ’16) puts
it: “Being a docent is truly an eye-opening experience and
helps us realize there are more similarities between us than
meets the eye. We are definitely individualistic together!”
Lauren Shanley (RHS ’14) shares that: “It’s just like a big
community coming together to make a difference and teach
people that there’s a much deeper meaning to embracing
others and it’s really amazing.”

a message from

Rebekah
Leopold

Riverview High School
Class of ’12

After graduating from Riverview High School, I continued my
studies at Boston University where I am currently a senior
working towards becoming a teacher. While at Riverview, my
involvement with the Co-Existence Club and Embracing Our
Differences had a great impact in shaping the person that I
am today.

If you visit the exhibit at Sarasota’s Island Park, seek out the
services of our docents while you’re there. It will definitely
enhance your experience and you’ll be glad you did!
n

In middle school, my class created artwork for Embracing
Our Differences. We explored concepts like coexistence,
diversity and tolerance, and worked on expressing these ideas
through our art. At Riverview High School, I knew I wanted
to make a difference in the world. I joined the Co-Existence
Club, served as a docent at the exhibit, became a club officer
and was a student representative on the Embracing Our
Differences Steering Committee.

Ms. Sturm has been the Faculty Advisor and Docent Coordinator for the Riverview High School Co-Existence Club for the past nine
years. Embracing Our Differences extends a heartfelt “thank you” to her and the Club’s members who serve as our Student Docents.

As a result of these experiences, I entered college with a greater
appreciation of the value of diversity, justice and equality and

Left to right (above): 2016 Riverview High School Co-Existence Club officers Radina Bubova, Co-President; Casey Kabobel, Co-Vice President; Dena Sturm, Faculty Advisor &
Docent Coordinator; Jaclyn Colgan, Co-President; and Isabelle Ball, Co-Vice President.
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the importance of being an up-stander. Embracing Our
Differences has empowered me with the knowledge that
positive change from the global to the community level starts
with me; indeed it starts with all of us.
In this time of intense political divisiveness, it often seems
impossible to find common ground. But art and the stories
art tells have the capacity to transcend differences and tap
into our abilities to empathize with others. Art is a universally
accessible medium through which we can all come together
and rediscover our common humanity. Art asks nothing of us
but to approach it with an open mind and heart.
The real triumph of Embracing Our Differences is in giving
students and adults an opportunity to contemplate critical
ideas through art. It is in bringing together diverse people, and
in providing teachers the tools to incorporate Embracing Our
Differences themes into classrooms. It is in providing antibullying programs. And it is in bringing thousands of students
to see the exhibit and connecting them with thoughtful and
talented docents.
Not once, but week after week; year after year.
Embracing Our Differences is successful in reaching its
goals because students like me interact with it frequently as
we grow up. Embracing Our Differences has taken on the
important task of helping to shape the young people in our
community into more thoughtful, kind, and accepting citizens.
I am honored Embracing Our Differences has been such an
important part of my life. I continue to be inspired by the work
they do. Embracing Our Differences has given me the memories, lessons, and values I will have for the rest of my life. n
7

The centerpiece of Embracing Our Differences is a juried
art exhibit featuring 45 billboard-size images. Each image
is accompanied by an inspirational quotation. The exhibit
is created by local, national and international artists,
writers and students reflecting their interpretations of the
theme “enriching lives through diversity.” The exhibit is on
display during April and May each year in Island Park on
Sarasota, Florida’s bayfront.
The exhibit continues its phenomenal growth and 2016 was
no exception, receiving 8,350 submissions representing
104 countries, 44 states and 106 schools. The 2015 exhibit
welcomed 271,000 visitors, bringing total attendance, from
2004 to 2015, to 2.1 million.
n

SIMPc dRVMqS.
VOY LUHTInB CD MOVU.
— A 2015 Exhibit Visitor
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Our Education Initiatives include:
• Free Field Trips
• In the Classroom
• Lesson Plans
• Student Docents
• Workshops
• Make-A-Day of It!
• Community Collaborations
The Embracing Our Differences Education Initiatives
represent the most important aspect of our efforts — reaching
and impacting the lives of children. During this past school
year, 30,077 students, representing 192 schools locally and
around the world, participated in our various initiatives
making Embracing Our Differences one of the largest
education programs in Southwest Florida.

As a result, students participate year round in a variety
of activities based upon a well-planned curriculum of art
appreciation, character development and diversity education.
Independent evaluations, as well as our own, have consistently
shown that teachers rate the Embracing Our Differences
Education Initiatives as “outstanding” or “very good” and as
“meaningful and beneficial” experiences for their students. n
9

LUCA4n TWIFIVP
FREE FIELD TRIPS
Providing free field trips to the exhibit and other missiondriven venues has become a signature of our education
efforts with more than 25,000 students benefiting during the
past school year. Utilizing our innovative online registration
system, with a few short questions and one click, teachers and
their students are on their way to a totally free educational
experience focusing on art appreciation, character building
and diversity education.
n

LESSON PLANS

WORKSHOPS

Among the many resources provided by Embracing Our
Differences to teachers are age-appropriate curriculum
aligned lesson plans and other resources prepared under the
supervision of Sarasota County School District curriculum
development specialists. Through the use of a variety of
resources tailored to the current year’s exhibit, teachers
are provided innovative methods to engage their students
in critical thinking, language arts and social studies as
they relate to art appreciation, character development and
diversity. Participating teachers are unanimous in rating our
many resources as meaningful and relevant tools.
n

Developed in partnership with the Sarasota County School
District and nationally recognized educators, a variety of best
practices workshops are offered throughout the year providing
educators with the resources to create a comprehensive approach
to critical thinking and visual inquiry, as well as a safe and
inclusive environment rich in academic, social and emotional
opportunities for all students. Teachers are unanimous in
rating our workshops as meaningful learning experiences. Our
workshops include:
• ART TEACHER RETREAT: Presented in partnership with
Ringling College of Art and Design, this two-day retreat is focused
on reinvigorating art educators’ creativity, while offering new
skills and strategies for inspiring students to explore the abstract
concepts of prejudice, diversity and inclusion. Art teachers
participating in 2015 were collectively responsible for 12,952
Sarasota and Manatee county students.
• CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOPS: These workshops are
designed to teach students to express themselves through
critical thinking and creative writing. Presented in partnership
with Florida Studio Theatre, the workshop fills a critical need
of providing teachers with creative resources to meet Florida’s
newly adopted Language Arts Florida Standards.
• LESSON PLANS WORKSHOPS: Designed to provide
curriculum aligned, age-appropriate lesson plans, participating
teachers are introduced to new and innovative methods of
engaging students, while creating the perfect environment for a
rich discussion of the value of inclusion.
• SUMMER DIVERSITY INSTITUTE: This newly developed
three-day workshop is designed to become a model for providing
educators with all the resources necessary to create a safe
environment for students to appreciate that a healthy respect
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for diversity and inclusion is not only a way of thinking — but
most importantly, of acting. While developing skills to teach
their students the importance of safely standing up for victims
of bullying and discrimination, educators were able to learn that
anti-bias education is not a linear, one-way delivery of knowledge,
but an interactive process that requires adapting to shifting
contexts, demands of content and student input. Teachers
participating in the 2015 workshop rated it either “outstanding”
(84%) or “very good” (15%) and were collectively responsible for
more than 9,000 Sarasota county students.
n
IN THE CLASSROOM
Interactive student participation is one of the most effective
delivery methods for the often difficult and abstract concepts
of diversity and inclusion. Each fall, thousands of students in
Sarasota and Manatee counties spend time creating art and
quotations for submission to our annual competition. While
only a small percentage will be selected for display, each student
will benefit by engaging in a comprehensive approach to critical
thinking and visual inquiry which provides a safe and healthy
means of clarifying their own identities as well as developing an
enhanced sense of self-esteem and social skills. Developing new
and different perspectives from their peers is an added bonus.
New for the 2014-2015 school year was the Allstar Nation AntiBullying Tour presented to 3,613 students in May. This nationally
recognized, concert-based anti-bullying program delivered an
uplifting and powerful message. The combination of music that
the students could relate to, with emotionally charged personal
stories and practical advice from talented peers, made for an
impactful educational experience. The Tour returned during the
fall of the 2015-2016 school year benefitting 6,939 students.
Teachers have consistently reported they are confident these
experiences will have a life-long impact upon their students. n
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LUCA4n TWIFIVP
STUDENT DOCENTS
Our successful partnership with Riverview High School’s
Co-Existence Club continues to be a key component of our
efforts with more than 140 students participating during the
past year. During the exhibit, student docents lead groups of
inquisitive youngsters daily to recognize and appreciate the
messages delivered through the art. With guided questions,
our young visitors are led to make realizations of their own
about inclusion and acceptance of others, including those
different from themselves. Student docent tours were
provided to 7,706 K-8 children visiting the 2015 exhibit.
n
MAKE-A-DAY OF IT!
Through its Make-A-Day of It! Initiative, Embracing Our
Differences is a model for collaboration and maximizing
community resources, while providing teachers and their
students the opportunity, using the school buses we provide,
to participate in complementing education programs with
partnering organizations such as:
• Florida Studio Theatre
• Marie Selby Botanical Gardens
• Mote Marine Aquarium
• Ringling Museum of Art
• Sarasota Film Festival
• Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall
With 13,320 students benefiting during the past school year,
this asset sharing program is unique in Southwest Florida. n
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COMMUNITY COLLABORATIONS
Embracing Our Differences is very proud of its many
collaborations throughout the past year. A past recipient of
The Patterson Foundation’s “Collaborative Innovator” Award,
Embracing Our Differences partnered with Florida Studio
Theatre, Sarasota Film Festival, The Jewish Federation of
Sarasota-Manatee, The Patterson Foundation, the Sarasota
County Bar Association, Booker, Riverview and North Port
high schools and many others to bring innovative diversity
education programming to Sarasota and Manatee students
during the 2015-2016 school year.
Embracing Our Differences was very fortunate to receive

the WEDU Be More Enriched Arts & Culture Award for 2015.
The award recognizes culturally-based organizations that
contribute to the spirit of adventure and exploration through
education in the arts.
Embracing Our Differences was also one of six finalists for
the Be More Unstoppable Nonprofit of the Year, WEDU’s most
coveted award for superior level of service, financial viability
and embodiment of overall community goodwill.
Most recently, the State of Florida Division of Cultural Affairs
and The Citizens for Florida Arts, Inc. presented Embracing
Our Differences with its “Diversity and Inclusion Award” for
2016.
n
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It doesn’t matter
what your religion, gender,
age, ethnicity,
or your beliefs are;

EVOYnE

is a piece to the puzzle of
humanity.

We are One
Jignasa Jadwani
Vadodara, India

— Aubrei Manthey
11th Grade
Venice High School
Venice, Florida
Teacher: Jeanette Moore
18

Jignasa Jadwani
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The giraffe

FEMS

drab beside the peacock.
The peacock feels
small beside the giraffe.

— Lucy Rycroft-Smith

Connecting the
Dots
Anita Wexler
Sarasota, Florida

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Essex, England
20

Anita Wexler
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You marvel at the

DIVOSE

array of colors in sunsets,
but you turn away
from humans of
different colors?

Heads

Gavin Boyer
7th Grade
Brookside Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Brooks Tracey

— Rachel Wimer
8th Grade
Brookside Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Laura Kleiss Hoeft
22

Gavin Boyer
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Every one of us
is an immigrant
on a transit visa
in this

Planting Peace

WoLD.

Canyon Lake, Texas

— Komali Veeravalli

Chad Glass

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Ebenezer, Barbados
24

Chad Glass
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ACEP1NCE
is a word that
few understand.
We must accept ourselves
for who we actually are
before we can
accept others.
— Jayne Myers

Filter
Negativity,
Bring Love
Abundantly

Jamia Mei Tolentino
Valenzuela City, Philippines

6th Grade
Pine View School
Osprey, Florida
Teacher: Fran Squires, M.Ed.
26

Jamia Mei Tolentino
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PEOPY

are like cake;
it’s not just about
the frosting.

Embracing
Our
Differences
Jennifer Hawkins
Gateshead, England

— Bryce Berkowitz
8th Grade
Brookside Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Laura Kleiss Hoeft
28

Jennifer Hawkins
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You don’t have to
give up what’s

TRUE

to you for accepting
what’s different,
what’s groundbreaking,
what’s new. The key is an
open mind.
— Renee Stinson

Ability to
Change
Zach Sherman

10th Grade
Booker High School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Jeffery Cornwell

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Kannapolis, North Carolina
30

Zach Sherman
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A weapon
or a hurtful

3qGHT?
Which is more deadly?

Togetherness
is Power
Joshua Widjaja
8th Grade
Pine View School
Osprey, Florida
Teacher: Mark Goebel

— Arianna Cinotti
Akron, New York
32

Joshua Widjaja
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The

EQUB

sign
shouldn’t just be used in
math, but also
in everyday life.

Which Will
You Follow?
Maya Nightsky

10th Grade
Booker High School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Jeffery Cornwell

— Emily Rumisek
10th Grade
North Port High School
North Port, Florida
Teacher: Daphne English
34

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Maya Nightsky
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Hatred
is like a freight train;
it obliterates
anything in its

PFH.

Hate Tears Us
Apart
Claudia Ramirez
Stamford, Connecticut

— Luca Balaz
8th Grade
Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Doug Abel
36

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Claudia Ramirez
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Bullies mistakenly believe
that power comes
from tearing others down.
True

HOOES

know that power comes
from building others up.

Love is Not
Toxic
Felix Lange

6th Grade
Booker Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Deborah Herbert

— Daphne English
North Port, Florida
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Felix Lange
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Don’t be the reason
someone cries at night.
Be the reason
they can’t stop

SfLU.

Comfort
Others

Shaharah Peterson
4th Grade
Orange Ridge-Bullock Elementary
Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Kathryn Seng Kushmer

— Ashley Wenget
8th Grade
Brookside Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Laura Kleiss Hoeft
40

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Shaharah Peterson
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Be the

ZGHT
at the end of the tunnel
for someone who
only sees the darkness.

Stand Out

Victoria Latronica
7th Grade
Heron Creek Middle School
North Port, Florida
Teacher: Libby Bailey

— Sarah Jerauld
10th Grade
North Port High School
North Port, Florida
Teacher: Daphne English
42

Victoria Latronica
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Diversity
is what we have.
Acceptance of diversity
is what we

Neighborhood

NEL.

Sarasota, Florida

Jeanne Torres

— Megan Chong
Herndon, Virginia
44

Jeanne Torres
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When people say that
nobody likes me,
I tell them bravely
that my

FAMIc,

my best friends and
I love me for who I am.

The Biography
Project
A Community Collaboration of

The Out-of-Door
Academy & Easter Seals
Southwest Florida
Sarasota, Florida

— Brandon Choe
Milpitas, California
46

The Out-of-Door Academy and Easter Seals Southwest Florida
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When we put on
the lens of prejudice,
we become blind to the

HUdjTY
in us all.

— Ikhuoria Robert

Our World
Nicole Harris

11th Grade
Cambridge High School
Milton, Georgia
Teacher: Natalie Hudson

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Ikeja, Nigeria
48

Nicole Harris
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Just the idea of 7.3 billion
replicas of only me
is horrifying.
How then can I not

APPuCIFE
diversity?

Stacked
People

Gabriel Grecco
Niteroi, Brazil

— Obe Joseph
Roseau, Dominica
50

Gabriel Grecco
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The first step to
opening up your

RDT
is to open up your mind.

We See No
Difference
Carolynn Yoe
Pati, Indonesia

— Coleman Smith
10th Grade
North Port High School
North Port, Florida
Teacher: Daphne English
52

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Carolynn Yoe

53

I’d like a
slice of the world
with

k PREJUDICE
please.

Baking
Uduak Ita
Snellville, Georgia

Janet “Sunny” Walker
Stuart, Florida
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Uduak Ita
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To have a well-balanced
diet, different foods
are needed.
To have a

FULFIaU

life, differences
should be embraced.

— Andrew Joseph

Unity of
Different
Cultures
Renato Ulloa
Quito, Ecuador

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Trinidad & Tobago
56

Renato Ulloa
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bOK
at your hand.
If your fingers were
the same it would be
completely useless.

Diversity
is in Our DNA
Lesley Marie
Velasquez Soto

Suncoast Technical College
Sarasota, Florida

— Colcer
Constanta-Teodora
Măneciu-Ungureni, Romania
58

Lesley Marie Velasquez Soto
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Money can earn
attention,
but kindness earns

RPPECT.

Against All
Odds
Ming Siew Leong
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

— Nathaniel Goetz
6th Grade
Pine View School
Osprey, Florida
Teacher: Fran Squires, M.Ed.
60

Ming Siew Leong

61

Words are

POWOFUL.

They can make
friends or enemies.

Make New
Friends
Alina Potemska
Warsaw, Poland

— Donelle Grone
3rd Grade
Bay Haven School of Basics Plus
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Sarah Hu
62

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Alina Potemska
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If you think you know
everything,
you have a much better
chance of

LEDNU
nothing.

Cure for
Stupidity
Petry and Crisan
Deva, Romania

— Lauren Stockton
Winter Springs, Florida
64

Petry and Crisan

65

You can be happy, sad,
disappointed, or even
frustrated sometimes.
It’s

OKAY;

we’re all people!

I Was Really
Something
Judith Carlin
New York, New York

— Reilly Tardiff
4th Grade
Englewood Elementary School
Englewood, Florida
Teacher: Lois Collins
66

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Judith Carlin

67

I am normal—just
not your type of

kRMB.

Adapt and
Modify
Donavon Brutus
Tampa, Florida

— Jadon Lee
6th Grade, Louise R. Johnson Middle
School of International Studies
Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Erika S. Phillips
68

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Donavon Brutus
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How do we know if
our story is the best
if we haven’t read
the stories of

“Presspective”

O3OS?

Bantul, Indonesia

— Ikhuoria Robert

Doddy Iswahyudi

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Ikeja, Nigeria
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Doddy Iswahyudi
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Regardless of our ethnicity,
nationality, culture,
beliefs, and appearance,
we are the

SAe

in the end—part of
the human family.

People’s
Differences,
Zahra Moghadam
Senior
Somayeh High School
Zanjan, Iran
Teacher: Naser Moghadam

— Jessie Chen
11th Grade
Millard North High School
Omaha, Nebraska
Teacher: Rhonda Betzold
72

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Zahra Moghadam
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Differences are

NFURB.

Discrimination
is man-made.

— Sarthak Meher

We All Have a
Place
Kelsie Reed

12th Grade
Germantown High School
Germantown, New York
Teacher: Kristine O’Malley-Levy  

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Bhubaneswar, India
74

Kelsie Reed
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If you are picked on

Dn’T

become the very monster
you fear by picking on
someone weaker
than yourself.
— Dominik Smith

See the Best in
Each Other
Douglas Goodin
8th Grade
Pine View School
Osprey, Florida
Teacher: Mark Goebel
  

10th Grade
North Port High School
North Port, Florida
Teacher: Daphne English
76

Douglas Goodin

77

Emotions are like glass;
they shatter easily.
So be

CDEFUL

when you handle them.

Depression
Alex Layton

10th Grade
Riverview High School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Amy Vangellow

— Franklin Chang
6th Grade
Pine View School
Osprey, Florida
Teacher: Fran Squires, M.Ed.
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Alex Layton

79

There is a mask,
a forced grin, hiding my
pain—caused by just
the slightest of your

Michael Negron

WoDS.

12th Grade
Academy for Software Engineering
College Point, New York

Hidden

— Regan Erickson
10th Grade
Riverview High School
Sarasota, Florida
80

Michael Negron

81

Picking on

FRINDS

may result in
no friends to pick.

Friends Forever
Sammy Chong

Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts

— Louis Thal
8th Grade
Booker Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Joanna Fox
82

Sammy Chong
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I can see a

POFECT

world.
My neighbor sees
a different one.
I’m glad we talk anyway.

Every Body is
Beautiful
Bethany Christou
Hertfordshire, England

— Matthias Murray
Sarasota, Florida
84

Bethany Christou
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If you want your friends
to look like

YOU,

you may as well
talk to a mirror
for company.

Am I Pretty
Yet?

Katherine Filipkowski
6th Grade
Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Elaine Gale

— Arya Muppavarapu
5th Grade
The Out-of-Door Academy
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Martha M. Gulacsy
86

Katherine Filipkowski
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Life
Life is
is like
like a
a camera;
camera;
you
you can
can always
always

IOOSE
what lens

what lens
you
see
you see it
it through.
through.

Think Positive
Carson Milburn

10th Grade
Saint Stephen’s Episcopal School
Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Mollie Grady

— Alexis Firlie
— Alexis
Firlie
7th Grade

Pine7th
View
School
Grade
Osprey,
Florida
Pine
View
School
Teacher:
Nancy
Friedland
Osprey,
Florida
88

Carson Milburn
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Don’t change

YqRSMF

to become
someone else’s version
of perfect.

Be
Eggceptional
Patricia Day Knowlton
Bradenton, Florida

— Victoria Popity
10th Grade
North Port High School
North Port, Florida
Teacher: Daphne English
90

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Patricia Day Knowlton
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SOCIQY

tells us to be ourselves
and then chastises us
for doing just that.

Rise Above
Robin Ay

Lake Worth, Florida

— Lucie Bussiere
8th Grade
Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Doug Abel
92

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Robin Ay
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I’m

JLo BLTD.
(I like it
that way.)

— Sandra Rajoo

Embrace Our
Spectrum
Jamie Green
11th Grade
Viera High School
Viera, Florida

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Ipoh, Malaysia
94

Jamie Green
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Discriminate? No way!
Tolerate? Not even!
Accept? Better.

EMBtCE?
Best yet!

Dream

Mackenzie Reiss
9th Grade
Venice High School
Venice, Florida
Teacher: Cynthia Hamilton

— Dena Sturm
Bradenton, Florida
96

Mackenzie Reiss

97

Sometimes, when there is
only silence,
yours must be the

VOICE

that is heard.

Small Acts
Amy Vangellow
Sarasota, Florida

— Jayda Espada
6th Grade, Louise R. Johnson Middle
School of International Studies
Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Mary J. O’Brien
98

Amy Vangellow
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Your gender
doesn’t define your

S6NGTH,

your age doesn’t define
your knowledge, and
your looks don’t define
your personality.

— Thi Ha Quynh Ngo

No Limit

Thi Ha Quynh Ngo
Hanoi, Vietnam

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Hanoi, Vietnam
100

Thi Ha Quynh Ngo

101

When you

TCLUDE
others, you gain
a world of friends.

The Flawless
Symphony
Jakub Zajma

11th Grade
Stanislaw Sztaszic 1st Schools Complex
Bochnia, Poland
Teacher: Rafal Duda

— Stephanie Gorniak
Columbia, South Carolina
102

Jakub Zajma

103

A blind man sees
no color or flaws;
instead, he

Cacti

ZSTNS

Hilal Özcan

for beauty.

Izmir, Turkey

— Akila DavisShaw
8th Grade
Booker Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Joanna Fox
104

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Hilal Özcan
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Night and day are exact
opposites but they come

5GQRR
to make a beautiful
sunset.

Perpetual
Motion
Vitalii Panasiuk
Chernivtsi, Ukraine

— Josslynn Oran
6th Grade
McIntosh Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Valerie Montgomery
106

Vitalii Panasiuk
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HONORABLE MENTION
(left) Difference by Atiye Ebrahimi

Semnan, Iran

(below left) Sweet

Friends by Mohadeseh Maleki &
Ahmad Derakhshande Bakhshayesh; Tehran, Iran

(below right) A

Mother’s Embrace by Zaine Lodhi
10th Grade, Booker High School
Sarasota, Florida; Teacher: Jeffery Cornwell

The power of the pen doesn’t come from the ink
but from the thoughts of those who wield it.
— Trinity Richardson, 6th Grade, Booker Middle School
Sarasota, Florida; Teacher: Joanna Fox

ARTIST STATEMENTS
n pg. 18 - Jignasa Jadwani
We live in a world in which
there are many countries with
different religions, languages
and cultures. And yet, we all belong to one world—
the same world—and it’s that difference that makes
our world beautiful.
n pg. 20 - Anita Wexler
I wanted to create a lighthearted work of art to bring a fun
note to this exhibition. My
artwork, “Connecting the Dots,” is playful and cheery,
but still conveys the message of “Let’s All Get Along!”
We are all on this earth together—animals and
humans. Can we please try to “Embrace Our
Differences” rather than destroy each other? I’m just
trying to do my part to spread some love and joy!
n pg. 22 - Gavin Boyer
I chose heads as my subject
matter because they illustrate
that people’s expression of
satisfaction and contentment can be completely
different. I first sketched my concept on paper. I
then carefully inked over all of my lines before finally
lightly coloring in my drawing and adding shading
and details to bring it life. For me, the work conveys
the idea that we do not need to change ourselves or
become like others to be happy. We can be happy
with who we each are.
n pg. 24 - Chad Glass
In my art I embrace emotional
honesty and beauty even if that
requires facing tragic situations.
There is beauty in this life among the horrors. I tend to

108

become creatively active when I hear moving music
or have an experience that leaves me impressed—be
it uplifting or hurtful. Isn’t life about being present to
what is experienced in the act of facing it? My art is
metabolized through this process. What comes out is
often seemingly beyond my conscious control even
if I approach the subject with a deliberate design
in mind. The theme “Embracing Our Differences”
embodies innocence and peace that begins with
nurturing our children, and, as adults, to become
childlike and non-judgmental.
n pg. 26 - Jamia Mei Tolentino
My artwork shows a strainer
filled with negative thoughts
and actions—but it’s also filled
with love. The strainer filters out the negative so that
love is left for us to embrace. It’s my dream and hope
that, someday, we will be so filled with love that there
will be unity and peace in this world.
n pg. 28 - Jennifer Hawkins
I decided to take a lighthearted
and fun way of portraying
the concept of “Embracing
Our Differences.” The animals are celebrating and
embracing their differences with each other. I think
we should learn to do the same!
n pg. 30 - Zach Sherman
I believe we all have the ability
to help each other change
for the better. My work shows
an individual unlocking another individual’s head
and removing the hate and negative components.
In essence, each and every one of us can help other
people change their outlook from negative to
positive. Yes, it might be difficult—but it is possible.
The first step is to make that choice. The reason I

choose vibrant colors was not to depict different
races—but to show different individuals. The bright
pink on the first character makes him the main focus
of the piece. I wanted all four figures to look similar
in size and shape so that the observer focuses on the
overall meaning of the piece—rather than on each
individual.
n pg. 32 - Joshua Widjaja
My artwork is about people
helping each other overcome
problems. To come up with an
idea, I reviewed the works of previous winners and
tried to envision something completely different.
After all, this is for the “Embracing our Differences”
annual exhibit!
n pg. 34 - Maya Nightsky
My piece represents the
chronic dilemma between
staying faithful to your moral
compass and not yielding to the pressure of society’s
standards—whether from peers, authority figures,
or the unsaid code. As human beings we constantly
contend with wanting to be loved by others and yet
yearning to love ourselves. Our futures are determined
by how we navigate through every decision in this tugof-war called life. Similar to the character in this piece,
we attempt to keep our compass close to our hearts,
reflecting our desire to protect clarity during the
journey. We must embrace such a lesson’s truth with
optimism to find balance in the end.
n pg. 36 - Claudia Ramirez
I wanted to create a piece that
was type and concept-driven
because I enjoy the aesthetic
beauty of words and letter forms. My work uses bright
colors and bold typography to convey a heartfelt
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message. I believe that hate is fueled by our own
thoughts, beliefs and actions. It’s really up to us to
eradicate it. I express that idea by using words of
hate in the background. I also wanted to consider the
environment in which the piece would be displayed,
so I experimented with optical illusion.
n pg. 38 - Felix Lange
The message of my artwork is
that instead of creating toxins,
this factory creates love. Instead
of harming people, it brings people happiness—a
simple dream that I hope will one day become reality.
n pg. 40 - Shaharah Peterson
This little girl was afraid of the
dark. Her mom said it is OK to
be afraid and the girl felt better.
With a little love, we can all help each other get by.
n pg. 42 - Victoria Latronica
My art represents that it’s OK to
stand out and be different from
the crowd. You can be a happy
and energetic person while others are unhappy and
very serious about everything. A person can wear
colorful clothes while everyone else wears dark and
gloomy clothes. I made this to remember that you
shouldn’t be afraid to be different from everyone else.
n pg. 44 - Jeanne Torres
Fred Rogers (1928-2003) is the
inspiration for this piece. He
was a pacifist who was fiercely
committed to racial diversity and a huge supporter
of women’s rights. He received the Presidential
Medal of Freedom, 40 honorary degrees, and a
Peabody Award. His television show, “Mister Rogers’
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Neighborhood,” originally aired for 33 years. He began
each show with song, “Won’t You Be My Neighbor?”
This piece represents the ideal neighborhood where
no two houses, like people, are the same!
n pg. 46 - The Out-of-Door
Academy and Easter Seals
Southwest Florida
The Biography Project is designed to compel participants into situations that
require shifting perspective as well as managing the
unexpected. A central goal is to engage students with
community members with the objective of cultivating
empathy and a broadened sense of humanity. The
partnership between Out-of-Door Academy and
Easter Seals of Southwest Florida has been in place
since 2010. Participants meet for three interviews
to give students an opportunity to ask each other
questions about life and gain new perspectives. The
project culminates in a final celebration in which
students give a “gift of biography,” an artifact that
reflects the act of listening. This year’s final project is a
billboard that captures some of that experience.
n pg. 48 - Nicole Harris
Life would be simple but less
interesting if it was only black
and white. This self-portrait in
black and white accentuates the colors of the beautiful
world made up by different cultures and people. Like
the rainbow, there are endless possibilities if we keep
our eyes wide and hearts open.
n pg. 50 - Gabriel Grecco
My work is about cities where
so many people have to find
ways to live with each other
in harmony. Within this cramped space, we have
to, somehow, find enough space to grow—and to

embrace each other as part of the whole.
n pg. 52 - Carolynn Yoe
Enriching our lives through
diversity means appreciating
the richness of differences by
supporting equal rights for all people. It’s through
our visual sight that we see differences in other
people, which often results in discrimination and
ugly attitudes that distance us from forming unity. By
being “blind” towards other’s features, we can have
judgement-free relationships that bring happiness in
equality.
n pg. 54 - Uduak Ita
My piece is based on the
concept of putting aside
differences for the betterment
of a community. I chose the activity of baking bread
because bread is a universal, life-sustaining food that
people around the world make and eat—although
they all use different ingredients and ways of creating
it. “Together Bread” is a type of bread that can only
be made by the coming together of a community
of different hands, minds, and cultures to create
something good and nourishing for everyone to
enjoy. I think putting our differences aside for the
betterment of our world is something everyone can
benefit from and enjoy.
n pg. 56 - Renato Ulloa
My work proposes to revive
the essence of ancestral towns
of the world. In particular, I
focused on pre-Columbian towns of the Americas—
their indigenous heritages, traditions, art, culture and
architecture. Instead of copying authentic symbols, I
created my own using a symphony of colors, shapes
and drawings.

n pg. 58 - Lesley Marie
Velasquez Soto
Like a fingerprint, differences
make us unique, and diversity
makes us similar. We all have differences but that
doesn’t mean we don’t also share similarities.
n pg. 60 - Ming Siew Leong
We can be very different from
each other physically, culturally
and mentally. If we learn to
embrace diversity and see beyond those sharp fangs
and thick brown fur, we might become friends. Some
of us choose to believe what is told to us, without
interpretation or discovery. Why do we believe
blindly? If we take a step forward, like Red Riding
Hood here, we may discover that the things we were
told about the Big Bad Wolf were not true—and
become friends. There is another side to every story,
after all. Sometimes seeing something from another
perspective opens up doors to new possibilities.
n pg. 62 - Alina Potemska
This allegorical illustration is
about sharing friendship in a
multicultural and very diverse
world. One thing is common for all of us: we all
require care and friendship. In this work, we see a dog
and bird who are friends—despite the fact that in
nature the dog might hunt or harm the bird. But we
can learn to overcome innate prejudices and biases
and step past boundaries—to embrace each other no
matter our differences. If animals can do it, so can we!
n pg. 64 - Petry and Crisan
Whether we like it or not, there
are ignorant people in the
world. In this digital drawing,

we depict one with a square head. Wouldn’t it be
awesome if we could cure ignorance in a hospital
using the wisdom of the great books?
n pg. 66 - Judith Carlin
Enriching lives through diversity has been a constant in
my art. Exploring the human
condition, our stories, and how we treat each other
is my continual theme. I want my art to inform, reflect
and evoke strong emotions. I believe that art can
make a positive change in the world. When I paint, it’s
not a physical reality I’m after but an expressive and
emotional one. This painting is about my mother, as
she was dying from Alzheimer’s, remembering when
she was young and vital. The elderly and the sick are
too often forgotten in our society.
n pg. 68 - Donavon Brutus
Yoga and meditation are two
things that help me through
difficult situations. They teach
how to breathe when we are uncomfortable
physically, mentally, or emotionally. These practices
teach us how to adapt, and what to modify to
accept our situation. I came across two athletes
who embodied this idea. Despite being amputees,
each found the strength to keep pushing and to
grow stronger. Each embraced his obstacles, made
modifications and adapted.
n pg. 70 - Doddy Iswahyudi
The way we perceive the world
around us can deeply affect our
attitude and behavior. Sometimes we only think about the big issues that occur in
distant places and often forget to look around us and
think about our immediate environment. Our rights
can be limited by misperceptions of others unless we

realize diversity is necessary for all healthy societies.
n pg. 72 - Zahra Moghadam
I think it’s the differences in
the world that make life so
colorful—and bring us together to experience friendship and joy.
n pg. 74 - Kelsie Reed
In digital photography class
we learned about visual metaphors and took photos that
conveyed how we personally felt about diversity. This
image sums it up: we all have a place no matter how
different we are, and you can always find your place.
n pg. 76 - Douglas Goodin
This image is seen through
the eyes of an optimist. It
symbolizes the differences between us. It also shows that, when we come together
and exploit our strengths to cover weaknesses, we
become unstoppable.
n pg. 78 - Alex Layton
People assume that time will
heal depression, but that’s not
always the case. I hope that
viewers will understand more about depression and
do more to help people affected by it.
n pg. 80 - Michael Negron
It was really hard for me to be
myself because I thought I
wouldn’t fit in unless I acted or
looked a certain way. I had to put on this mask—as so
many of us do.
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n pg. 82 - Sammy Chong
Societies strive for the establishment of stability and order.
Those who do not fit in and
are deemed as different are consigned and silenced.
Myths often portray them as monsters, like the Greek
Minotaur. His alienation is rooted in the fact that he is
reviled by others. It is not the essence of his being, it is
imposed upon him by the mainstream. My drawing
juxtaposes the conventional and the grotesque. By
featuring the instability and disorder implicit in the
monster concept, I introduce an inquiry into societal
paradigms. This entails a consideration through
contrast of a reality that embraces what is different at
cultural, political, racial, economic, and sexual levels.
n pg. 84 - Bethany Christou
I wanted to create a colorful
celebration of body diversity.
It’s important to remember
that we’re not all meant to look the same. There is no
wrong body. Embrace your own differences and be
kind towards differences in other people. No matter
what you look like on the outside, it’s who you are on
the inside that matters the most.
n pg. 86 - Katherine Filipkowski
In my illustration, there is a girl
who believes she must apply
makeup to be beautiful. Even
though she is applying makeup, she still believes that
she is not pretty. We should accept our true beauty
and not hide behind masks.
n pg. 88 - Carson Milburn
I was thinking how people
can be negative about life. I
thought it would be fun to
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show kids wearing Emoji smiley masks. Sometimes
we hide behind a happy face, but sometimes we put
on a happy face to make ourselves and others feel
better. These kids seem like they’re happy—and want
to make the world around them happy, too!

races. The numbers on their shirts are the Pantone
color of their skin, each just as valuable as the next in
creating mankind’s natural spectrum.

n pg. 90 - Patricia Day Knowlton

I was inspired by the great
minds that shaped the world
for this work. These people
made it so that we can live our lives to the fullest and
change the lives of many. Gandhi, Mother Teresa, the
14th Dalai Lama, and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. all have
one thing in common: they had dreams and took the
actions required to make those dreams a reality.

My concept was to show row
upon row of plain eggs, with
one egg shining forth that was
“eggceptional.” I noticed many subtle differences
among the more than five dozen eggs that were
photographed. Friends and family pitched in to search
for the perfect “eggceptional” egg that would fit into
the photograph, yet really command attention. The
Ukranian egg I found encourages us not just to stand
out from the crowd, but to strive to be the best we
can be—right where we are.
n pg. 92 - Robin Ay
I celebrate and embrace our
differences through my art
by using alternative subjects
to convey a message of freedom and individuality. I
build the scene from the ground up, paying attention
to form, balance, and composition. Light and color
are conscious choices I make to push the narrative
further; blues signify confidence and stability, while
greens signify growth and harmony. Blacks, whites,
light, and shadow play off each other to show a
connection. Individuality is something we all should
embrace. Be proud of who you are.
n pg. 94 - Jamie Green
A spectrum can be defined as
a band of colors unifying to
create a rainbow. Humankind
is in itself a spectrum. I was inspired by the beautiful
range of all of the skin tones of people of different

n pg. 96 - Mackenzie Reiss

n pg. 98 - Amy Vangellow
I am fascinated by the way small
acts can make a big difference
in people’s lives. We’d all like
to make grand statements and do big things in life,
but along the way there are so many opportunities to
effect positive change. Often the results are greater
than we’ll ever know. I used watercolor to depict
this scene, because it introduces an imprecision and
randomness that we see in life.
n pg. 100 - Thi Ha Quynh Ngo
People live within their safety
zone, satisfied with what
they have. Life can be boring
without change. Challenge yourself! Enrich your life
and experience something new—even if it sounds
crazy! Live as if there are no limitations!
n pg. 102 - Jakub Zajma
Diversity does not divide, it enriches the world. We see in this
work a group of birds that hail
from different regions, and are different in color, size

and tone. What they have in common is that they are
singing together—creating a wonderful symphony.
The title, “The Flawless Symphony,” means that all of
these birds are necessary to make beautiful music;
each bird makes the music complete. Each of us,
regardless of our appearance or personality, creates
and beautifies our world. Each of us is indispensable
and irreplaceable.

heaven and then descends again to the ground in a
physical body, continuing nature’s cycle. All people
are different but our cycle in nature is the same.
n pg. 108 - Atiye Ebrahimi
To be a community, you need
acceptance of different sizes,
shapes and appearances.

n pg. 104 - Hilal Özcan
There are many similarities
between humans and cacti.
First, both cacti and people
have thorns. Second, cacti are very diverse; they can
be long, short, thick, and thin—just like humans. This
very diversity enriches our world. Finally, the sweet
smell of the cacti’s flowers fills the air despite their
sharp thorns. Again, just like humans because we can
try to find something good in everybody, no matter
how different they are.
n pg. 106 - Vitalii Panasiuk
I envision the cycle of life.
Physical bodies go into the
ground, the soul rises to

n pg. 108 - Mohadeseh Maleki
& Ahmad Derakhshande
My sweet friends—no matter
who they are or where they
come from—make me feel how life is always sweeter
when it is diverse. Each of us adds to a beautiful “We,”
which is the most potent beauty there is.
n pg. 108 - Zane Lodhi

SUPPoT 3E EXHIBW
There are many opportunities
available to support the
Embracing Our Differences exhibit
and our education initiatives.
Please consider a gift to help us create
a community where
differences are embraced and
individuality is celebrated.
Visit us at EmbracingOurDifferences.org
for more information and to make a
donation. You may also make a
donation by simply scanning here:

This is an expression of the essential connection between mankind and nature, and the idea
that we should connect to one another—and to the
world around us. I’m a fan of Bob Ross who believed
that we need to notice and share nature’s beauty. n

SUBMW YqR DT
We invite you to participate in creating a society that is
more inclusive for all. Consider submitting an original work
of art and know that you are helping to create an inclusive
community where differences are celebrated. Please visit
EmbracingOurDifferences.org to learn more about submitting your art for inclusion in our next exhibit.

SUBMW A QUOTFIn
Personal thoughts that accompany each work of art provide
our community a chance to voice their thoughts and
ideas on the importance of diversity and inclusion. The
combination of visual art and the written word adds a
deeper dimension to the overall experience. Please visit
EmbracingOurDifferences.org to submit your original quote.

For details about this juried exhibit, including available cash prizes, and to make submissions, visit us online at EmbracingOurDifferences.org — or scan above.
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Sponsors through February 26, 2016.
For a complete list of Sponsors, and information on sponsorship opportunities,
visit us online at EmbracingOurDifferences.org.
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Tirabassi, P. A .

Michael & Katie Moulton
The MSC Foundation

Ric & Janet Smalley
State College of Florida,
Manatee-Sarasota
Leon & Marysue Wechsler
Sarah Wertheimer
Woman’s Exchange Inc.

All of us do not
have equal
talent, but all of us
should have an

2016 SPONSORS

Peggy & Ken Abt

Insignia Bank

Alan & Ruth Ades Charitable Trust
Barbara & Martin Arch

J. A . Joseph Family Fund
of the Community Foundation
of Sarasota County

opportunity to
develop our talents.

Fran & Jack Braverman

Peterson-Lager Education Fund

Shirley & Jack Brown

Ruth & Andy Maass

— John F. Kennedy

Judy & Charles Cahn

(1917-1963)
35th United States President

Carol Camiener

EQUB

Claudia Cardillo
Michael & Marcia Corrigan
Carol Lee Gilbert
Roz Goldberg & Alan Bandler

Barbara & Gerald May
Jim & Nikki Nilon
Paver Family Foundation
Purmort & Martin Insurance Agency
Robert & Linda Rosenbluth

Gateway Bank of Southwest Florida

Irving and Marilyn Naiditch Family
Foundation

Lewis & Sandra Hanan

Len & Helen Glaser

Patrice Pantello

Teri Hansen & Steve Wilberding

Ryan & Wendy Glasser

Bud & Chari Polley

Stephanie & Allen Hochfelder

Tommy Bahama Retail Stores

Shelley & Sy Goldblatt

Richard Seidel & Anita Rosenblum

Renee Hymson

Dorothy Waldron

Arlene Greene

Sam Shapiro

India Benton Lesser Foundation

Steven Wertheimer
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Nancy Roucher
Sabal Palm Bank
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2016 SPONSORS

Renee Armbruster • Dr. Bernadette & Jeff Bennett • Wendy & Ross Born • Susan Brainerd & Alan Quinby • Angela Bristow
Linda Poteat-Brown & Allen Brown • Dr. Francine Z. Brown • Sharon Burde • Nancy Bushnell • Tim Cameresi
Karen Carpenter • Johnny & Aundria Castleberry • Jan Chester & Michael Judson* • Donald E. Cloud • David & Janis Cohen
Diane & Norman Cohen • Sandra & Aubert Coran • James & Kim Cornetet • Judith Cory • Ed & Alice Cotman
Mary Dailey & John Clay* • Gerard Daniel • Eleanor Merritt Darlington • Dr. Christina de Guia • Lillian Del Seni • Ilda Deming
Dr. Marvin & Elyse Diamond • Geri & Lenny Drexler • Bernard Ehrlich & Carol Kopelman • Amy Eliezer • Jerry & Wendy Feinstein
Robert & Elaine Foster • Larry & Peg Frerk • Marjorie Tick & Robert Gaines • Judi & Paul Gallagher • Dr. George F. Gitlitz
Doris & Jim Goese • Grace M. Goldstein • Evelyn Goodman • Barcy & Mil Grauer • Richard & Betty Greenspan • Group Z Signs
Dr. Arthur & Lynn Guilford • David Herbert • Eldon and Marge Herrig Family Foundation Fund • Dr. Joseph Holt
Richard & Rebecca Hopkins • Doris & Kenneth Howard • Deborah Huntley, Ph.D. • Sue Jacobson • The Jelks Family Foundation
Christine Jennings • Monia Joblin • Harold & Valerie Joels • Richard & Barbara Johnson • Bob & Carolyn Johnson
Jack & Ernie Kent • Michael & Terri Klauber • Eve Kommel • Joan Koplin • Brock & Julie Leach • Melvy Lewis
Gordon & Phyllis Loewengart • Louies Modern • Joan Lowery • Barbara Lupoff • Susan & Randy Mallitz • Elzie McCord, Jr.
Sarah E. McDuffie • Walt & Christine Menzel • Lisa Merritt, M.D. • Dr. Harvey & Janet Mishner • Susan Morin
Sharyn & Rick Nassau • Bernice Niss • Ursula Nixon • Dale Otterman • Dr. Sarah H. Pappas • John & Nora Patterson
Kristen Paulus • Rabbi Werbow Discretionary Fund • Susan Reiss • Barbara Relles
Martin D. and Barbara H. Rich Family Charitable Foundation • Jim & Shirley Ritchey • Nadia & Michael Ritter • Flori Roberts
Alfred Rose • Mary T Runnells • Tina Rutherford • Arlene M. Salzberg • Bill & Marge Sandy • Michael Saunders
Sam & Norma Savin • Sarasota Classified/Teachers Association • Gene & Marge Schiller • Nancy K. Schlossberg Trust
Howard & Dorene Seider • Senior Home Companions • Jonathan & Barbara Shagrin • Alan & Cindy Silverglat
Rabbi & Rona Simon • Ric & Janet Smalley • Delia A. Smith • Sam & Lynn Soussou
Laura Spencer Charitable Fund of the Community Foundation of Sarasota County • Joni Steinberg, Ph.D. • Judilee Sterne
Robin & Michael Strauss • Barbara J. Struth • Su Byron Enterprises • Jack & Adrea Sukin • Target Graphics
Peter & Sherry Tracy • Debbie Trice • Arlene & Michael Turner • Judy & Bob Vigder • Dan & June Walcott
The Warren Foundation • David & Cheryl Watts • Dr. Norman & Hannah Weinberg • Judy Weinstein
Peter & Joan Wells • Michael & Melissa Werbow • Brenna Wilhm • Mary Lou & Edward Winnick • Charlene & Phillip Wolff
Barbara Zdravecky

Sponsors through February 26, 2016. For a complete list of Sponsors, and information on sponsorship opportunities, visit us
online at EmbracingOurDifferences.org.
*Of Blessed Memory
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ART SELECTION COMMITTEE
Nancy Roucher, Chair
Tim Cameresi
Graci McGillicuddy

ARTISTS & QUOTERS
RECEPTION

EMBRACING DR. SEUSS’
DIFFERENCES DAY

Rich Bergman

The Patterson Foundation

Alice Cotman

Suncoast Campaign for
Grade-Level Reading:
Beth Duda, Director
Heather Koester, Outreach Team
Support

Leslie Malkin
Jess Nagy
Dr. Tammy Walsh
EDUCATION COMMITTEE

QUOTATION SELECTION
COMMITTEE

Dr. Bernadette Bennett, Chair

Jeremy Lisitza, Chair

Angela Hartvigsen

Pat Baer

Deborah Herbert

Carol Buchanan

Carol LaVallee

Diane Cohen

Nancy Roucher

Alice Cotman
Stacey Edelman
Kristofer Geddie
Joan Golub
Arlene Greene

BUSING PROGRAM
COORDINATOR
Joni S. Steinberg, Ph.D.

Community Foundation of
Sarasota County
United Way of Manatee County

PHOTOGRAPHY
Tim Cameresi
Don Daly Photo
Cliff Roles Photography
WEBMASTER
Jason Owens
VIDEOGRAPHY
Jared Serfozo

INTERNATIONAL
BACCALAUREATE PROGRAM
Dr. Paul Gallagher,
Assistant Principal &
IB Coordinator,
Riverview High School

Bill Wagy
TECHNICAL SUPPORT
Jonathan Schrock
PUBLIC RELATIONS

CO-EXISTENCE CLUBS
Riverview High School:

Nikki Logan- Curran

ART TEACHER RETREAT
COMMITTEE

Barbara J. Lorry, Ph.D.

Dr. Bernadette Bennett

Joan Lowery

Angela Hartvigsen

North Port High School:

Barbara Lupoff

Jess Nagy

Denise Brislin, Faculty Advisor

Audrey Robbins

Nancy Roucher

Nancy Hawkins, Faculty Advisory

Bryna Tevlowitz

Dr. Tammy Walsh

Booker High School:

Marysue Wechsler

Diane Zorn

Gail Foreman, Faculty Advisor

Dena Sturm, Faculty Advisor &
Docent Coordinator

Su Byron
Claire Seminario
  
CITY OF SARASOTA
Mayor Willie Charles Shaw
Vice-Mayor Susan Chapman
Commissioner Liz Alpert
Commissioner Suzanne Atwell
Commissioner Shelli
Freeland Eddie
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Zach Sherman (page 30)

Chad Glass (page 24)

Bethany Christou (page 84)

Viewed by more than 2,100,000 visitors since 2004, this exhibit presents 45 billboard-size works
of art accompanied by inspirational quotations displayed in Sarasota, Florida. The 13th annual
exhibit is a unique global collection by artists and writers. It is presented here in its entirety.
For more info on this & past exhibits, and to participate next year, visit EmbracingOurDifferences.org

Mackenzie Reiss (page 96)

Maya Nightsky (page 34)

scan to visit us online

Patricia Day Knowlton (page 90)

