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Through the
transformative power
of the Arts, we educate
and inspire to create
a better world.
We envision a world that
embraces diversity,
respects differences
and actively rejects hatred
and prejudice.
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A eyAGE FwM qR EXECU4VE DIuCTo
Michael J. Shelton

Embracing Our Differences is much more
than “just a walk in the park.” Creating a climate
where everyone feels valued, respected and
included is more important than ever. I am
very proud of our broad message of diversity
and inclusion which extends well beyond
historical inequities involving race, ethnicity
and religion to include all characteristics that
make each of us unique individuals. While
there remains important unfinished work
to bring equality to all, we must not forget
that one of our country’s greatest sources of
strength can be found in an inclusive culture
which recognizes our shared experiences, our
individual challenges and celebrates the many
opportunities created by our differences.
Respecting different viewpoints with which
one disagrees is the hallmark of a civilized
society. History has repeatedly shown the
threat diversity can pose if not accompanied
by a community commitment to civility and
respect. Our very survival is dependent upon

each of us adapting and recognizing inclusion
as an invaluable tool to create a world built upon
common beliefs in fundamental principles of
equality and inalienable rights. We must never
forget that the rights of all are diminished
when the rights of one are threatened.
Genuine respect and inclusion is not just
changing the way we think — more importantly
it’s changing the way we act. From its very
beginning, Embracing Our Differences has
espoused Gandhi’s philosophy that “you must
be the change you wish to see in the world.” I
challenge each of you to consider the kind
of world you want to leave your children and
grandchildren. Will it be one of indifference
or one of inclusion and respect where all are
welcome and injustice is challenged? We all
play an invaluable role in building a community
where everyone has the opportunity to reach
for the sky and touch the stars.
A project as large as Embracing Our
Differences requires the support of many and
we wish to acknowledge all who have played
a role in supporting our efforts. These include
our very generous supporters, sponsors,
volunteers, docents, artists, and everyone
who lives and spreads our mission. It also
includes our Community Partners — Gulf
Coast Community Foundation, The Jewish
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee and
Ringling College of Art and Design — all of
which plays an essential role in the success of
our efforts.
Now more than ever, we strive for all people
to feel safe, be empowered and make a
difference. Together, we can create a vibrant
community where differences are embraced
and individuality is celebrated. Embracing
Our Differences looks forward to continuing
this important community conversation.
n
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CALEB MATHEWS
1701

It’s not differences
that set us apart,
it’s how we

IOOx

Everyone Has
Their Own Spot

to view them.

Caleb Mathews
Warrenton, Virginia

— Tianna Levine
10th Grade, New Gate School
Sarasota, Florida, Teacher: Amy Kremer

Artist Statement: It’s hard to be the one who stands out from the crowd. I aimed to capture this idea using giraffes, which brings a child-like innocence into the piece.
At the center of this oil painting you’ll see the most unique of the bunch who is much shorter and paler than the others. The others tower above as they ignore him and
do their own thing, although some have turned and are beginning to notice. As you look closer at the work, you’ll see each giraffe has it’s own individual facial features,
spots, and personalities. We are all different in our own unique ways which makes our world a better and more beautiful place. It is our humanity, acceptance, and love for
others that unites us.
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POUYAN TAHAEI
1702

Denying

DI9RSWY
is embracing adversity.
— Hajra Saleem
Khobar, Saudi Arabia

Invigorating
Cultures
Pouyan Tahaei
Tehran, Iran

Artist Statement: I decided to draw digitally gathered figures from various and diverse ancient religious cultures such as Native American, Buddhism, Islam, Sufism,
Judaism, Christianity, Hinduism and Shamanism. Indeed these diverse ancient cultures bring more invigorating and enriching colors to our lives.
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MARYAM SEIFOLLAHI BAZARJANI
1703

RLPU
someone in need
is like getting a free hug.
— Thomas Dye
6th Grade, Sarasota Middle School,
Sarasota, Florida, Teacher: Lindsay Marks
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Love Glasses
Maryam Seifollahi Bazarjani
Tehran, Iran

ZUL-ERDENE TULGA
1704

A perfect world
is a world so diverse,
you need not look for

JUtGE

One World
Zul-Erdene Tulga
Budapest Business School,
Budapest, Hungary

or inspiration.
— Ross McKenzie
Amersham, England

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Artist Statement: I wanted to show people that racism is not the way to a happy life. No matter which race we are, where we come from, how we look, we should unite
together. Together we are powerful and we can build beauty! Let’s do something to make this world a better place! We are one family, we are one world.

13

CASEY HUNTER KESSOUS
1705

If people saw difference
of opinion as the
birth of new

IKE
rather than conflicts,
the world could be
a better place.

Uni-tea
Casey Hunter Kessous
11th Grade, Pine View School,
Osprey, Florida, Teacher: Lisa Wentz

— Nausheen Tabassum
Dhaka, Bangladesh
Artist Statement: My artwork represents the importance of unity and peace in diversity.
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CAECIE DeBLAERE
1706

Your beauty is not defined
by the amount of makeup
you wear and your
clothes. It is about your

KTDhy
toward others.

Beauty in
Opposites
Caecie DeBlaere
11th Grade, Ronald N. Davies High School,
Fargo, North Dakota

— Jacob Pinkney
6th Grade, Sarasota Middle School,
Sarasota, Florida, Teacher: Lindsay Marks

Artist Statement: There is beauty in the harmony of opposites. Through the use of complementary colors my hope is to express this ideal, showing that each piece of
diverse and different color serves a purpose. If we fail to embrace these differences, then we fail to see what the bigger picture is really about.
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ADORABLE MONIQUE
1707

May our outstretched
hands always form a

BvDGE
over the chasm of our
differences.

Celebrating
Friendship
Adorable Monique
Naples, Florida

— Alice Danae Morisette
Zichron Yaakov, Israel

Artist Statement: Inspired by the beauty of friendship, celebrating diversity and differences. When united we create a unique experience of appreciation and respect,
bringing cheer and purpose. Life is meant to be lived to it’s fullest, learning from others helps us find ourselves and embrace others.
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ALINA BUDYGAI
1709

If it is so easy to makes

FvNDS
online, why can’t we
do it offline?

We All Live in a
Yellow Submarine
Alina Budygai

— Benjamin Krafve

Bakhmut, Ukraine

6th Grade, Louise R. Johnson Middle School,
Bradenton, Florida, Teacher: Erika Phillips

Artist Statement: I see our planet as a big yellow submarine where the people live and enjoy their life. In this world nationality, religion and other things are not
important. Here people speak one language—the language of love.
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MADELEINE HARWELL
1708

We all have a flame
burning

TSIK
of us; don’t try to
brighten yours by
dimming someone else’s.

March To
Your Own Beat
Madeleine Harwell
7th Grade, Sarasota Middle School,
Sarasota, Florida, Teacher: Brooks Tracey

— Bailey Weinberger
10th Grade, North Port High School,
North Port, Florida, Teacher: Daphne English
Artist Statement: My artwork depicts a marching band. The two musicians in the front and the one in back are black and white, while the one in the middle is in full
color. I created this piece by thinking of a phrase that I could make literal. I thought of “March to Your Own Beat.” I immediately thought of someone leaping, showing
their personality, while the rest of the band was plain and marched to someone else’s beat. To me, embracing our differences means that we shouldn’t be embarrassed
to show our personality, that people shouldn’t be made fun of because they are weird, or crazy. The marcher in the middle is playing, and marching to his own beat.
He wasn’t scared to be crazy or weird.
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S. TUANA AFŞAR
1710

Similarities
keep us comfortable;
differences permit us to

PwGuy.

Same Song
Different Beats
S. Tuana Afşar
Sirri Yircali High School, Balikesir, Turkey,
Teacher: Ceyhun Akkaya

— Raisah Ali
Cunupia, Trinidad & Tobago

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Artist Statement: Life is a long song. Everyone lives this song in different ways, with different beats. So dance to your beat and live your life.
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FIONA GREENLEAF
1711

Not all hands that reach
out to you look like yours,
but they may hold the

JMFoT
you are seeking.
— Kathy Felden
Sarasota, Florida

Let’s Play
Together
Fiona Greenleaf
9th Grade, Booker High School,
Sarasota, Florida, Teacher: Jeffery Cornwell

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Artist Statement: Everyone all over the world has played with a toy, especially when they were young. This playfulness is one of many similarities we have as people of
this world—as a kid we just want to play! Yet at the same time we are all different, playing with different toys in each country all around the world. Even though the toys
are different they have the same objective—to play, entertain, and make a kid happy. Even though we all are different whether it be about religion, language, culture, or
any other kind of difference between people we all strive to live and be happy. My drawing represents how we all can be together, get along and be happy.
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ANAMIKA BHATTACHARYA
1714

One is not entirely

FuE
if one does not respect
the freedom of others
to be themselves.

Positive
Difference
Anamika Bhattacharya
Bangalore, India

— Irina Firsa
Tulcea, Romania

Artist Statement: If you are different, It doesn’t mean you have been isolated. You just need a positive attitude toward life.
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GABY BROWETT
1713

Meet the person, not the

XBM
that society gives them.
— Samantha Barnes
Johannesburg, South Africa

Square Peg and
Round Hole
Live Happily
Ever After
Gaby Browett
Dublin, Ireland

Artist Statement: I would like to get the message across to young and old alike that it is possible for us all to get along. Using the square peg and round hole
conundrum, I have envisaged them overcoming their differences and learning to live together. If they can, so can we.
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SOFIA KOROSTOVETZ
1712

I’m not weird, I’m

CUzmIZL.
— Gage Sibley

All Together
Sofia Korostovetz
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

7th Grade, Laurel Nokomis Middle School,
Nokomis, Florida, Teacher: Wendy Sapp

Artist Statement: I’m a craftswoman. All my works are handmade and embroidered by hand using reusable fabrics and scraps.
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ASH DiCRISTOFALO
1715

You may be different
for an

IMPo1l
reason.
— Arlene Greene

Flaunt
Ash DiCristofalo
11th Grade, Stanford Online School,
Cranford, New Jersey,
Teacher: Donna DiCristofalo

Sarasota, Florida

Artist Statement: “Flaunt” is about not only having the confidence to be yourself, but also to truly enjoy doing so. Even in the face of mockery or discrimination, proudly
expressing our diversity strengthens individuals and consequently societies. We need to love ourselves and our unique characteristics!
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NATALIA BALASHOVA
1716

Don’t hide your head in
the sand,

zCD UP
when someone
is being bullied!

Don’t Hide!
Natalia Balashova
Nizhnekamsk, Russia

— Eliška Zeinerová
6th grade, EKO Gymnázium Brno o.p.s.,
Brno, Czech Republic, Teacher: Marek Jeleček

25

MARIEL ORTIZ
1717

The question is not what
you look at, but what you

xE.

Rainbow Umbrella
Mariel Ortiz
Winter Springs, Florida

— Zack Mayer
7th Grade, Woodland Middle School,
North Port, Florida, Teacher: Jonathan Jenkins

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Artist Statement: When my daughter was four years old, she had an umbrella that she loved. In fact, she said that the umbrella was her friend, and took him with her
all the time. In the sunniest days her friend protected her from the sun. The rainy days… she said that her friend sang amazing songs. I have always thought that our
differences could be like my daughter’s rainbow umbrella and we can hear a new amazing song, if we pay attention, just like my little girl!
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HODA MIRMOHAMMADI
1718

Instead of always taking
selfies, let’s take groupies
and include

Distance

EVOYnE.

Hoda Mirmohammadi
Atlanta, Georgia

— Joanna Fox
Sarasota, Florida

Artist Statement: This illustration represents a family that regardless of their warm home atmosphere they have been isolated from each other and they can not
understand each other. Distances can cause differences and nowadays differences are increasing.
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ROBBY SCHLESINGER “MS. ROBBY”
1719

Our differences… with

uSrCT
and understanding,
become our strengths.
— Deb Herbert

Faces of
Freedom
Roberta Schlesinger
Austin, Texas

Myakka City, Florida

Artist Statement: When my son was five years old, the two of us visited New York. He especially wanted to see the Statue of Liberty, which he knew about from school. I
remember standing at the base of the statue holding my little guy’s hand, both of us speechless with the size, the glory and the beauty of this treasure before us. I stood
there in awe with tears in my eyes. Lady Liberty was glorious. After a moment I looked around at everyone else craning their necks. I saw all kinds of people all moved by
her majesty, all united by the ideals she stood for. I was moved by the fact that, even in our differences, we shared similar ideals. In my painting, I wanted to portray that
diversity and that similarity. Women of all races and cultures, like Lady Liberty herself, are beautiful, nurturing, and strong as stone with a core of forged steel.
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MADISON KARR
1720

Embracing diversity is
understanding the

BEAUTY
of jagged edges and
oddities without trying
to batter people into
smooth uniformity.
— Kelly Yu

Divercity
Madison Karr
Lawrence, Kansas

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Hong Kong
Artist Statement: As I thought of ways to portray diversity through images, I searched for things that maintained a “togetherness” as well as a variety of differences. The
diverse building/people all sit in a beautiful landscape, “embracing” each other, comfortable in each of their own cultures, religions and backgrounds. The bright colors
and joyful expressions bring a positivity toward the discussion of enriching lives through diversity.
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KAITLYN FREEMAN
1721

Our differences do not
make us better or inferior,
they help us

uBIZE
that everyone is unique.
— Jennifer Cotton

Different Hats
Fit
Different People
Kaitlyn Freeman
8th Grade, Booker Middle School,
Sarasota, Florida, Teacher: Deborah Herbert

7th Grade, Parrish, Florida

Artist Statement: This piece of art was made from pencil, pen, colored pencil and marker. It represents the diversity of everyone and the messages that we are all equal.
For example, despite all the different looks and designs you see in the picture, they are all hats. Just like how no matter how different we are, we’re all human!
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JAEDYN WARD
1722

Bullying is a disease,

WHY
spread it?

Block Bully
Jaedyn Ward
9th Grade, Booker High School,
Sarasota, Florida, Teacher: Jeffery Cornwell

— Zachary Smith
12th Grade, Suncoast Technical College,
Sarasota, Florida, Teacher: Faith Bradburn Keller

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Artist Statement: Cyberbullying happens at a lot of high schools; it is something that is not seen of or heard of very much, but it does happen often. We need an app for
that to alert of those people bullying.
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JA’SHAYAH MALLARD
1723

There is nothing to be
gained by excluding
others who aren’t like you,
but there is a world of

POyIBILWIP

Last One Picked
Ja’Shayah Mallard
5th Grade,
Rogers Garden Bullock Elementary School,
Bradenton, Florida, Teacher: Kathy Kushmer

to be lost.
— Krystle DiCristofalo
11th Grade, Stanford Online School,
Cranford, New Jersey, Teacher: Donna DiCristofalo

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Artist Statement: Don’t ever leave anyone out. Small, tall, thin, thick, it doesn’t matter. Count them in. Never single them out. My picture is about this girl who is the
team captain and she picks the girl who never gets picked.
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DELANEY REGNIER & DENA STURM
1724

Speak as if your

WoDS
are written with
indelible ink.
— Cindy Hancock-Cuffage

Love Stomps Hate
Delaney Regnier
& Dena Sturm
11th Grade, Riverview High School,
Sarasota, Florida, Teacher: Dena Sturm

North Port, Florida

Artist Statement: In an effort to depict the understanding that love can eradicate hate of all types, “Love Stomps Hate” was created. The power of love can be as strong
as a giant boot, and negative emotions such as hate, intolerance, and anger can be as fragile as an egg if we don’t give them any power. If we teach people to love and
embrace one another, we can have a sincerely profound impact on negativity in the world, in hopes of abolishing it all together one day.
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AMY JUNOD PLACENTRA
1725

Sometimes I

ADD
mushrooms to my soup
just to remind
the noodles that we’re all
oddly shaped.

Diversity:
An Essential
Ingredient
Amy Junod Placentra
Collingswood, New Jersey

— Cristina Ghita
Cluj-Napoca, Romania

Artist Statement: I wanted to explore the ways in which enrichment can mean more than just the amassment of wealth. This idea led me toward the symbolism of food
labels as graphics that list all that is good about a product. I wanted to create a design that represented the many ways in which diversity nourishes our minds and bodies.
Illustrating diversity through food labels gives a sense of something that is immediate and necessary for one’s health. The benefits are in black-and-white (literally).
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SHELBY ADELMAN
1726

I’m not the world, I’m one

POSn.
But one person is capable
of making all the
difference in the world.

Just Passing By
Shelby Adelman
10th Grade, Riverview High School,
Sarasota, Florida, Teacher: Amy Vangellow

— Madelyn Kumar
12th Grade, Southeast High School,
Bradenton, Florida, Teacher: Nan Sisemore

Artist Statement: I believe my camera is my greatest weapon to expose issues that are being ignored or forgotten. “We need to stop passing humans the same way we
pass street signs.” Is a quote I wrote on the issue going on in my own town. I want to spread the word on how we can all come together as one and help humans just like
us to get the shelter they deserve and the food they need. As time goes on, it’s important for us to think of ways we can gradually change lives around us for the better
and spread the knowledge to the generations that come after us.
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MD RAFAYAT HAQUE KHAN
1727

I may be homeless
but I’m

kT bVEYy.

When the
Two Worlds Meet
Md Rafayat Haque Khan
Sylhet, Bangladesh

— Evelyn Galarza
8th Grade, Brookside Middle School,
Sarasota, Florida, Teacher: Laura Kleiss Hoeft
Scan to
meet the
Artist

Artist Statement: A garbage girl is deprived of all kinds of human facilities.
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DYLAN CAÇADOR
1728

BEz-T-SHOW ADULT D4z
There is nothing

bUDO
than the silence of a
moment when you could
have helped the
oppressed.
— Kayla Taylor

Pulse, Pride, Hope
Dylan Caçador
Smithfield, Rhode Island

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Sarasota, Florida
Artist Statement: Being part of the LGBT+ community myself, the violence that occurred at Pulse Night club on June 12, 2016 shook me. It completely blew my mind that
what is now the deadliest mass shooting in U.S. history was an attack on a community I identify with. After a day of silence and mourning, I turned to art to cope and this
photo was one of the resulting pieces. I decided to go back into it for this exhibition as a tribute to those we lost that night and as a reminder that there is still good in
the world, and that we must never give up hope for a better tomorrow.
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TANNER WADE
1729

Not all wounds are

VVIBY.

Shadows

Not all pain is physical.

Tanner Wade

— Tyler Barlow

12th Grade, Saint Stephen’s Episcopal School,
Bradenton, Florida, Teacher: Mollie Grady

11th Grade, The Out-of-Door Academy,
Lakewood Ranch, Florida

Artist Statement: Depression isn’t always something you can see coming. Sometimes it can creep up on you like a shadow. What’s best is that you look to the future,
keep moving forward and remember that you’re not alone. What’s best for others is if they are willing to be there for you.
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SOPHIA LAW
1730

Just because I pretend to

XUGH
about it, doesn’t mean
I’m fine.
Every word leaves a mark.

What They Say
Sophia Law
12th Grade, Riverview High School,
Sarasota, Florida, Teacher: Amy Vangellow

— Regan Erickson
11th Grade, Riverview High School,
Sarasota, Florida

Artist Statement: The message I want to convey in this photograph has to do with anxiety. It can happen to anyone no matter the gender or age. I wanted to show
something that I have struggled with, especially in a large school, and this anxiety can happen anywhere, not just at school. Wondering what people thought of you,
whether you meet their standards, whether there is something wrong with you or whether something was on your face. I wanted to tell people that everyone feels this
way, that there are others out there who are willing to help, that you can overcome this and walk confidently wherever you go. So hold your head up high and smile.
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HELENE RUIZ
1731

Dr. Seuss

hVO
said, “one fish, two fish,
white fish, white fish.”

America’s Favorite
Card Game:
The Race Card
Helene Ruiz
Mechanicsville, Virginia

— Evelyn Baldwin
12th Grade, New Gate School,
Sarasota, Florida, Teacher: Amy Kremer

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Artist Statement: This theme really hits home for me. I have always painted a world I might fit into... I guess I was always made to feel as if I have always been too much
of everything, but not enough of anything to be accepted and included.

40

SERENA RENEE
1732

It’s not about being color
blind; it’s about seeing the

tTBOW
that makes up humans
and choosing
to appreciate it.

Lighter Than the
Brown Paper Bag
Serena Renee
Las Vegas, Nevada

— Lina Abojaradeh
Zarqa, Jordan

Artist Statement: “Lighter Than the Brown Paper Bag” is the piece that propelled my painting style into what is is today. It is created on the hopefully outmoded theory
that African-Americans who were lighter or no darker than the brown paper bag were considered “better” than those who were not. All of my subjects are of AfricanAmerican descent. I have painted all of my figures in bold beautiful colors to state that every shade of every color should be the standard of privilege, equality and
beauty in this and all countries.
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VISHALAKSHI SENTHIL KUMAR
1733

When you’re diverting
from the road that
everyone takes, that
doesn’t mean you’re
going the wrong way.
It just means you find

Pets’ Car
Vishalakshi Senthil Kumar
Lower Kindergarten, D. A .V. School,
Chennai, India

YqR OWN WAY.
— Juan Sergio Buenviaje

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Quezon City, Philippines
Artist Statement: Travel is more fun and interesting with friends! Why can’t a pony, a bird, a bear, a dog, a cat, and a rat all go for a ride in a same car? If pets can,
why can’t we?
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ALISSA ROSENBERG
1734

Factory workers usually
make pencils with pink
erasers. One made a blue
eraser.
He got

Unity Drops
Alissa Rosenberg
Commack, New York

PwMO2D.
— Abby Telinger
6th Grade, Sarasota Middle School,
Sarasota, Florida, Teacher: Lindsay Marks

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Artist Statement: Together we can color the world united! “Unity Drops” was created through macro photography where the image of the American Flag was refracted
into the water drop (not manipulated into the drop through Photoshop). America is the melting pot of the world. All different races and nationalities come to this great
country to experience the freedoms of individuality. We must remember to embrace this country and the way it unites us together; yet each drop
represents the retention of our unique individuality.
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DANIELLE BROWN
1735

The price of war is
endless; the cost of

rAE
is priceless.

Wounded
Warrior—
PTSD is Forever
Danielle Brown
Enfield, Connecticut

— Finn Hackett
8th Grade, Brookside Middle School,
Sarasota, Florida, Teacher: Laura Kleiss Hoeft

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Artist Statement: This is a social art piece that aims to raise awareness about PTSD and just how much our wounded warriors risk for our country. Many veterans are
forgotten once they return home, wait months to see someone from the VA, are alienated from friends and family because “they are different,” and have a hard time
reentering society. The soldier depicted in this painting also references veterans for who fight for our country, lose limbs, but still believe in America. As someone
who suffers from PTSD I understand how much it impacts one’s life. I created a piece that calls attention to the fact that wounds can be visible by the eye or unseen.
Nevertheless, we should not forget those who suffer.
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SAIDE HEINER
1736

A

GNOOUS
person is not the person
with an open wallet…
it’s the one with
an open mind.

Hope
Saide Heiner
8th Grade, Gregory-Portland ISD,
Portland, Texas

— Megan Johnston
12th Grade, Manatee High School,
Bradenton, Florida

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Artist Statement: Diversity is accepting a smile from everyone.
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NATALIIA GULENKO
1737

Kindness is truly a more
valuable

YGAY
to leave our children
than fortune or fame.
— Tracie Parrott
Sarasota, Florida

Age
Nataliia Gulenko
Kharkov, Ukraine

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Artist Statement: I’ve discovered that every period of our lives, from the time we are born until we get old, fills us with its unique variety of sensations, emotions and
experience and so we get to know ourselves anew. We have been granted by nature this diversity of life within us and it’s amazing.
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JUDITH CARLIN
1738

Many times the key to

UNKRzCDU
one another is as simple
as a good conversation.

Kindness
Matters
Judith Carlin
New York, New York

— Ashanti Phelps
8th Grade, Booker Middle School,
Sarasota, Florida, Teacher: Lisa Olszewski

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Artist Statement: “Kindness Matters” is about how a simple act of kindness can make someone’s day. Kindness is very underrated in our world but it can make all the
difference. I hope this work reminds people to perform an act of kindness, either intentional or random everyday. One gets much more pleasure out of being kind than
being mean. If we all started being kind to each other, to have empathy for those who are different, it would have a big impact in the world. When I paint, it’s not a
physical reality I’m after but an expressive and emotional one.
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REBEKAH KUKURUDZ
1739

Rules are simple: there is
no progress without

EVOLU4n
and no evolution without
diversity.

Reflections
Rebekah Kukurudz
Manitoba, Canada

— Zuzanna Śmiech
Kielce, Poland

Artist Statement: This piece, “Reflections”, contrasts the old and new. The beauty of the modern glass in comparison to the rustic structure embodies the theme
Embracing Our Differences as it represents that: regardless of the age and appearance of the brick building, it is equally as beautiful as the modernized building. It is our
uniqueness that makes us beautiful and the differences in both appearance and history of these two buildings represents the concept of embracing our differences.
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RASA PAMEDYTYTE
1740

BEz-T-SHOW QUOTA4n
If you don’t fit
into a scene, always
remember there is a

BIGGO PICTUu.
— Jessica Ritchie

Strength Lies
in Our
Differences
Rasa Pamedytyte
1st year Masters Student at Designskolen,
Kolding, Denmark, Teacher: Stephan Saaltink

6th Grade, Sarasota Middle School,
Sarasota, Florida, Teacher: Lindsay Marks

Artist Statement: The way we see other people is shaped by both the environment and the society in which we grow up. My goal was to communicate that being
different is not something we should fear, but rather something essential which we need in order to be able to face the challenges ahead. As we often underestimate the
importance of diversity and benefits of inclusion, I aimed to create art that influences our perception of “different”.
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CALEB HOOVER
1741

Don’t be adverse
to being

DIVOx!
— Raeanna Michael

Odd Duck
Caleb Hoover
7th Grade, Brookside Middle School,
Sarasota, Florida, Teacher: Constance Hopkins

9th Grade, Pine View School,
Osprey, Florida, Teacher: Megan O’Mahony

Artist Statement: Whoever you are or what you look like, you’re all beautiful in your own special way. I chose to do ducks because I like them and I thought the theme
“Every Odd Duck Is Beautiful” really captures the idea of Embracing Our Differences. My art shows that no matter what problem you may have, beauty is always inside of
you. This piece is also about whatever you look like or act like; you are still amazing in your own way.
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EMMANUEL URBINA
1742

BE
the exclamation point
in a world of periods!
— Zachary Thompson

Viva la Vida
Emmanuel Urbina
Veracruz, Mexico

6th Grade, Sarasota Middle School,
Sarasota, Florida, Teacher: Lindsey Marks

Artist Statement: This work shows my fascination with my country’s diversity, roots, shapes and colors. I utilized resources from artisanal fabric from the south of
Mexico. The artisanal heritage in my country and the influence of the famous Alebrijes from the state of Oaxaca have an incredible and interesting coloring in their mix
of shapes of animals and nature.
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CARLY STAFFORD
1743

BEz-T-SHOW zUKl D4z
I’d rather

PAY
for my words than have
others pay for my silence!

Hear No Evil,
See No Evil,
Speak No Evil
Carly Stafford

12th Grade, Booker High School,
Sarasota, Florida, Teacher: Jeffery Cornwell

— Ankita Anand
New Delhi, India

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Artist Statement: This art piece is meant to represent the way society treats women who have been abused. Often times, media and society turn a blind eye against
victims of abuse—even sometimes blaming the victims. I made this piece to create a discussion and shed light on the issue.
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MACY KUHN
1744

Pain caused by

SIYNCE
is often worse than
pain caused by words.
— Nirali Pathak

No Excuse
Macy Kuhn
10th Grade, Riverview High School,
Sarasota, Florida, Teacher: Amy Vangellow

11th Grade, Southeast High School,
Bradenton, Florida

Artist Statement: The piece is a drawing of a young girl who was abused. I decided to do my project on abuse because I believe it is something that is not recognized
enough. There are many children everywhere who are abused by their parents and not many people even know it because the child may be told to keep it a secret. Child
abuse is very serious and something that everyone should be more aware of. I try to represent an innocent looking little girl who is abused by her parents, and all the
children around her don’t know what truly is happening so they are just spreading rumors about what they heard. Although abuse may be hard to detect because of the
excuses, there are ways to detect it. I hope that my piece opens the eyes of many people and helps them recognize the importance of this situation.
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KIRA POLYAKOVA
1745

LIFE
is not a video game;
there’s no re-set button.

Don’t Be Afraid
to Stand Out
Kira Polyakova
Togliatti, Russia

— Reed Smith
7th Grade, R. Dan Nolan Middle School,
Bradenton, Florida, Teacher: Jason M. Troop

Scan to
meet the
Artist

Artist Statement: If one of the ranked dominoes falls, all the other begin to fall. It’s possible to stop falling; you just need to remove one domino and the society stands.
This is what my drawing depicts. Do not be like everyone else; sometimes you need to move in another direction.
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JAMIA MEI TOLENTINO
1746

Bystanders
inflame the fire,

UPzCKRS
put the fire out.
— Olivia Liu

Mend the Heart
Jamia Mei Tolentino
2nd-year Fine Arts student,
The University of The Philippines-Diliman,
Quezon City, Philippines

6th Grade, Pine View School,
Osprey, Florida, Teacher: Fran Squires, M.Ed

Artist Statement: We all need love to heal the scars in our hearts. When we love ourselves first, we can share our love with the world.
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17HM01

GAELLE BLANC

HnoABY elIn
Accept Yourself

by

Gaelle Blanc, 7th Grade, Louise R. Johnson Middle School, Bradenton, Florida,
Teacher: Suzanne Jarrell

17HM02

HELEN C.Y. YAU

HnoABY elIn

Artist Statement: When I think of diversity, I think of differences. It is easy to see the outside differences, but much harder to see the the difference between the way you
see yourself and the way others see you. My art shows two girls who do not see themselves the way the outside world sees them and one girl who does. My message is
that no matter who you see in the mirror, you should love yourself.

Birthday Party

by

Helen C.Y. Yau, Hong Kong

Artist Statement: On a lovely afternoon, a group of friends are embracing their differences and celebrating a birthday party together. All they have are love, laughter
and happiness. How wonderful it is to share their precious friendship with each other regardless of the fact that they are all different!
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A eyAGE FwM qR VBUL SUPPo2R
Jonna D. Keller, First Security Investments

Since our founding in 1996, First Security
Investments has endeavored to make
a positive difference in our community
through volunteer efforts, donations and
fundraisers. We also create custom-designed
“awareness” programs for our clients. These
are opportunities to experience and learn
more about the programs and initiatives
of select area-based organizations. Clients
are encouraged to become involved by
volunteering time, donating funds, attending
events, and encouraging their colleagues,
friends and families to also become involved.
Embracing Our Differences was introduced
to me when I attended the organization’s
first annual luncheon in 2011. My eyes—and
heart—were opened that day! I found a cause
that inspired me to become more involved as
time went on. Embracing Our Differences’
mission—to use the transformative power of
art and education to celebrate and promote
the diversity of the human family—is deeply
meaningful to me. Most of us have encountered
diversity in our lives and witnessed the
negative or positive transformation that can
happen when that diversity is either rejected or

accepted. I, like many of my peers, believe that
creating an environment with a healthy respect
for diversity and inclusion is the cornerstone
of any progressive society. When it comes right
down to it, we, as humans, are 99.9% identical;
it’s the .01% that makes us “different” and it is
that .01% that Embracing Our Differences
celebrates through its renowned annual art
exhibition and ongoing educational initiatives,
programs and resources.
I have since coordinated client events and
tours of the annual art exhibitions for my
clients so that they can enjoy and support all
that Embracing Our Differences offers. In
this fast-paced age of technology and yearning
for more, it is vital to embrace the notion
that our shared human condition is precious,
individual and limitless—and in need of our
support and resources. If you have not already,
I strongly encourage you to reach out to your
friends and families and see how they, too,
can be a part of this outstanding community
organization.
n
Jonna D. Keller,
First Security Investments LLC

Jonna D.
Keller
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No one need wait a
single moment to

IMPwVE

We make a living
by what we get, we
make a life by

the world.

WHF WE GIVE.

— Anne Frank

— Winston Churchill

(1929 - 1945)

(1874 - 1965)

There are many opportunities to support the Embracing Our Differences exhibit and our education
initiatives. With many levels to choose from, please consider a gift to help us create a vibrant community
that is safe and inclusive for all where differences are embraced and individuality is celebrated.
Visit us at
EmbracingOurDifferences.org for more
information and to make a donation.
You may also make a donation by simply
scanning here:

As Embracing Our Differences
continues to grow, we rely more and more
on support from our community.
Every contribution, no matter how big or
how small, is celebrated.

COEXISTENCE, INC. MEETS ALL REQUIREMENTS SPECIFIED BY THE FLORIDA SOLICITATION OF CONTRIBUTIONS ACT. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND
FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 1-800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE OR AT
WWW.FRESHFROMFLORIDA.COM. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. REGISTRATION NO. CH19398.
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Booker High School:
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WEB MASTER
Jason Owens
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Jared Serfozo
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Jonathan Schrock
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CITY OF SARASOTA
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Commissioner Liz Alpert
Commissioner Suzanne Atwell
Commissioner Susan Chapman

to be a part of next year’s exhibit
We invite you to participate in creating
a society that is more inclusive for all.
Consider submitting an original work
of art and know that you are helping
to create an inclusive community
where differences are celebrated.
Visit EmbracingOurDifferences.org
to learn more about submitting your
art for inclusion in our next exhibit.

To participate in the exhibit by becoming
one of our valued sponsors, whose efforts
make the exhibit possible, see page 61.
To submit art, visit us online at
EmbracingOurDifferences.org
or scan here:

Personal thoughts accompany each
work of art, providing our community
a chance to voice their thoughts and
ideas on the importance of diversity and
inclusion. The combination of visual
art and the written word adds a deeper
dimension to the overall experience.
Visit EmbracingOurDifferences.org
to submit your original quote.

For details and more information
about this juried exhibit, including
available cash prizes, and to make
submissions, visit us online at
EmbracingOurDifferences.org
or scan here:
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Maryam Seifollahi Bazarjani (page 12)

Caleb Mathews (page 10)

Dylan Caçador (page 37)

®

Adorable Monique (page 36)

Anamika Bhattacharya (page 21)

Viewed by more than
2.3 million visitors since 2004,
this annual outdoor exhibit
presents 45 billboard-size
works of art accompanied by
quotations from artists and
writers from around the world.
Alissa Rosenberg (page 43)

Displayed every spring in
Island Park on Sarasota,
Florida’s bay front, this 14th
annual exhibit is a unique
global collection celebrating
diversity and acceptance.

Jaedyn Ward (page 31)

For more information on this & past exhibits,
or to participate next year, visit
EmbracingOurDifferences.org
Tanner Wade (page 38)

Judith Carlin (page 47)

Madison Karr (page 29)

Nataliia Gulenko (page 46)

Ja’Shayah Mallard (page 32)

