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A Message from our Co-Founder & Board Chair
The values Embracing Our Differences stands for are more important

pursuit of our mission. I can honestly say that we have changed lives,

now than ever. Creating a climate where everyone is valued, respected,

brought people together and, along the way, have made our community

empowered and included is what’s at stake. A future that honors those

an even better place to live. An initiative as far-reaching as Embracing

values cannot be taken for granted.

Our Differences requires the support of many dedicated people. It’s our

Our message of diversity and inclusion extends well beyond historical
inequities of race, ethnicity and religion; it embraces a celebration of all
the characteristics that make us unique individuals. Genuine respect and
inclusion requires more than changing the way we think. Changing the
way we act is what really matters. Deeds, not just words, are what make
a difference. Since its very beginning, Embracing Our Differences has
espoused Gandhi’s exhortation that, “You must be the change you wish
to see in the world.”
What kind of a world do you want to leave your children and grandchildren?
I want to leave a world where courage and kindness are valued; where
the importance of civility and respecting others is acknowledged; where
stereotyping and name calling is unacceptable and where standing up
against hatred and prejudice is applauded and recognized. We can all play
an invaluable role in making the dream of a better world a reality. It’s hard
work, but the rewards are a gift to humanity!
Our 15th anniversary is a time to reflect on how far we’ve come in
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honor to acknowledge the passion and commitment so many of you who
have engaged with us over the past 15 years. These include our generous
supporters, volunteers, teachers, docents, artists—and everyone who lives
and spreads our mission. It also includes our exceptional staff and board of
directors as well as our vital community partners: Gulf Coast Community
Foundation, The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee and Ringling
College of Art and Design. You all play an essential and critical role in
our success.
Together, we can continue to foster
a vibrant community that is safe and
inclusive for all—where differences are
embraced, individuality is celebrated,
and respect for others is a cherished
value.
Dennis McGillicuddy
Co-Founder & Board Chair
Embracing Our Differences
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A Message from Anton Kernohan
Just before I entered high school, my mother warned me that I was going

accepting world one day. But what truly makes my work worthwhile is

to become a small fish in a very large pond. Well, as it turned out, the

when I reach that one kid who needed me to explain to them that who

pond was more like a lake with 2,000 other fish and I was just a tadpole. I

they are is valid. I wish I could have had that when I was their age—

remember telling myself that I was going to make that lake my own.

someone to tell me that being different, that being me, was okay. I would

Even with that conviction, my first year in high school was the hardest

have been saved years of struggling with my identity.

year of my life. It was a year of self-discovery that was complicated by the

My participation in Embracing Our Differences has allowed me to spread

negative comments directed at me every single day due to who I was—a

a message of acceptance while also allowing me to learn to accept myself

homosexual. At the time, I didn’t entirely know that I was gay. I was still

and to find my own voice. It allowed me to comfortably show the 2,000

hiding in the same closet I had been in for the previous six years.

fish surrounding me what I am made of and who I am.

This uncertainty and confusion caused me to despise myself. I became so
wrapped up in the negativity I would often cry into the late hours of the
night.
This feeling of hopelessness began to change when I was given the

“The student docents were very beneficial,
increased participation and sparked interest in
my students.”
- 2nd Grade Teacher

Anton Kernohan
Coexistence Club President
Riverview High School
Class of ‘18

opportunity to participate in my school’s Coexistence Club and began
working with Embracing Our Differences. Since then, I have spent three
years serving as a docent in EOD’s annual spring art exhibit on Sarasota’s
bayfront. Through this experience, I’ve been able to educate hundreds of
young people on diversity and acceptance.
There’s nothing more valuable than having these conversations with young
kids because they’re the ones who are going to grow up to create a more
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The Exhibit

Education Initiatives

The centerpiece of Embracing Our Differences is an outdoor juried international art exhibit featuring 45 billboard-size images created
by local, national and international artists, writers and students reflecting their interpretations of the theme “enriching lives through
diversity and inclusion.”

Our education initiatives represent the most important
aspect of our efforts. Students participate year-round in a
variety of activities based upon a well-planned curriculum
of art appreciation, character development and diversity
education. Our education invitatives include:

The exhibit continues its phenomenal growth and 2018 was no exception, receiving 8,325 submissions representing 98 countries and
227 schools. Last year’s exhibit welcomed 212,000 visitors, bringing total attendance, since 2004, to more than 2.5 million.

“Incredible art with such an important message.
Maybe there is hope for the future.”
- Exhibit Visitor

Free Field Trips

In the Classroom

Lesson Plans

Make-A-Day Of It!

Workshops

Student Docents

Dr. Seuss Day

Community Collaborations

Independent evaluations, as well as our own internal
evaluations, have consistently shown that teachers rate
the Embracing Our Differences education initiatives as
“outstanding” or “very good” and as “meaningful and
beneficial” experiences for their students.

“One of my students struggles with math and science but
was an absolute star at interpreting the meaning of the
art. His pride and self-esteem were boosted beyond belief.”
- 5th Grade Teacher
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Education Initiatives

- 2nd Grade Teacher

Free Field Trips

Lesson Plans

Our sponsors provide school buses for students to the exhibit
and other mission-driven venues. This has become a signature
of our education efforts with more than 34,117 students
benefiting during the past school year.

Interactive student participation is one of the most effective delivery
methods for the often difficult and abstract concepts of diversity and
inclusion. Each fall, thousands of students in Sarasota and Manatee
counties spend time creating art and quotations for submission to our
annual competition.

“My students loved the art and have talked about it
many times since our trip! Several have referred back to
the art when a disagreement happens in class which is
inspiring!”
– 6th Grade Teacher
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“For most of my students, this was a trip of ‘firsts.’ Many had never
been on a school bus, visited a park or experienced an art exhibit.”

Education Initiatives
Workshops

“I like that there are activities to do both BEFORE and AFTER the
field trip. It really got my students thinking about the true meaning of
- 7th Grade Teacher
“embracing our differences.”

Art Teacher Retreat

Lesson Plan Workshop

This two-day retreat is focused on reinvigorating art educators’
creativity, while offering new skills and strategies for inspiring
students to explore the abstract concepts of prejudice, diversity and
inclusion. The 45 art teachers participating in 2017 were collectively
responsible for more than 12,000 Sarasota and Manatee county
students.

Designed to provide curriculum aligned, age-appropriate
lesson plans, participating teachers are introduced to new
and innovative methods of engaging students, while creating
the perfect environment for a rich discussion of the value of
inclusion.

Creative Writing Workshop
This workshop is designed to teach students to express themselves
through critical thinking and creative writing, while filling a critical
need of providing teachers with creative resources to meet Florida’s
Language Arts Florida Standards.

Summer Diversity Institute
This intensive workshop is designed to become a model for
providing educators with all the resources necessary to create
a safe environment for students to appreciate that a healthy
respect for diversity and inclusion is not only a way of thinking
but most importantly, of acting.
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Education Initiatives

“Since I was 4, this exhibit has played a role in inspiring my
- Exhibit Visitor
own creativity.”

Education Initiatives

“ This was the best year yet. All of our third graders as well as the
teachers are still talking about the experience a month later.”
- 4th Grade Teacher

In the Classroom

Embracing Dr. Seuss’ Differences Day

Make-A-Day Of It!

Student Docents

Each fall, thousands of students in Sarasota and Manatee counties
spend time creating art and quotations for submission to our
annual competition. Each student benefits by engaging in a
comprehensive approach to critical thinking and visual inquiry
that provides a safe and healthy means of clarifying their own
identities, as well as developing an enhanced sense of self-esteem
and social skills. Developing new and different perspectives from
their peers is an added bonus.

For the past five years, Embracing Our Differences has organized
hundreds of volunteers to read Dr. Seuss books to Sarasota and
Manatee county students giving them the experience and clear
message that reading is fun and inclusion is important. Our
partnership with the Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level Reading
and an Anonymous Family Foundation in 2018 provided more than
7,000 books for classrooms and individual students’ home libraries.

Embracing Our Differences collaborates with area cultural
organizations through its MAKE-A-DAY OF IT! program.
Teachers and their students who attend the exhibit are afforded
the opportunity, using buses provided by Embracing Our
Differences, to visit any one of our partner organizations: Florida
Studio Theatre, Mote Marine Laboratory, Marie Selby Botanical
Gardens, Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall, The Ringling Museum
of Art, & Sarasota Film Festival.

Under the guidance of Faculty Advisor Dena Sturm, our student
docents work in the park daily leading groups of younger students
through the exhibit, inspiring them to recognize and understand
the messages delivered through the art and quotes. With their
guided questions and planted seeds of inquiry, students are led to
realizations of their own about diversity and acceptance of not only
themselves but of others who may be different.

Coexistence Clubs
Coexistence Clubs are the high school component of the
Embracing Our Differences Education Initiative. While working
within their respective schools and the local community,
these dynamic high school students promote Embracing Our
Differences’ vision of creating a world that embraces diversity,
respects differences and actively rejects hatred and prejudice,
by helping to make their schools a safer and more inclusive
environment for everyone.
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Education Initiatives

Education Initiatives

Community Collaborations

2017 World Rowing Championships:
Adopt a Team Initiative

Embracing Our Differences is very proud of its many collaborations
throughout the past year. A past recipient of The Patterson Foundation’s
“Collaborative Innovator Award,” Embracing Our Differences
partnered with the World Rowing Federation, Florida Studio Theatre,
Sarasota Film Festival, Sarasota Opera, Ringling Museum, Mote
Marine, Selby Gardens, Selby Library, Van Wezel, Jewish Federation
of Sarasota-Manatee, The Patterson Foundation, Suncoast Campaign
for Grade-Level Reading, Community Foundation of Sarasota County,
United Way of Manatee County, Booker, Riverview and North Port
high schools, Nathan Benderson Park and many others to bring
innovative diversity education programming to Sarasota and Manatee
students during the school year.

“One of my students, who is not always treated very kindly, was
interacting with another student who can be mean to her. Directly
after the field trip this student was actually being kind. After
she walked away the first student says to me, ‘Maybe she learned
something on that field trip.’”
- 5th Grade Teacher
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Students from 48 schools throughout Sarasota and Manatee
counties participated in the “Adopt a Team” education
initiative, which was a collaboration between Embracing
Our Differences, the 2017 World Rowing Championships,
Benderson Development Company and the school districts of
Sarasota and Manatee counties. More than 2,200 local students
created artwork representing 59 of the countries participating in
the regatta. During this process, students learned about diverse
cultures, religions and experiences, becoming, in the process,
a vital part of the larger global community. More than 80,000
visitors and 1,000 athletes were able to experience the artwork,
in addition to the 5,500 students Embracing Our Differences
brought to watch the competitions, meet the athletes and view
the exhibit.
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By the Numbers
The Exhibit

Education Initiatives

Embracing Our Differences believes that
diversity is one of the world’s greatest assets. The
annual art exhibit inspires visitors to cultivate a
community of diversity and inclusion.

Education Initiatives allow our local students
to experience field trips, curriculum and
art education that promote kindness and
respect.

2,500,000 +
Exhibit Visitors

279,000
Student Participation

Afghanistan Albania Algeria Angola Antigua and Barbuda Argentina Armenia Australia
Austria Azerbaijan Bahamas Bahrain Bangladesh Barbados Belarus Belgium Belize Benin
Bhutan Bosnia and Herzegovina Botswana Brazil Brunei Bulgaria Cambodia Cameroon
Canada Cayman Islands Chile China Colombia Costa Rica Croatia Cuba Curaçao Cyprus
Czech Republic Denmark Dominica Dominican Republic Ecuador Egypt Estonia Ethiopia Fiji
Finland France Georgia Germany Ghana Greece Guam Guatemala Haiti Hong Kong Hungary
Iceland India Indonesia Iran Iraq Ireland Israel Italy Jamaica Japan Jordan Kazakhstan
Kenya Kosovo Kuwait Latvia Lebanon Libya Lithuania Luxembourg Macedonia Madagascar
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Since 2004, the Embracing Our Differences annual
exhibit has followed its mission and connected the
world through the transformative power of art.

61,986

Art and Quotation Submissions Received from

286 SCHOOLS 149 COUNTRIES
Malawi Malaysia Malta Mauritius Mexico Moldova Monaco Mongolia Montenegro Morocco
Mozambique Myanmar Namibia Nepal Netherlands New Zealand Nigeria Norway Pakistan
Panama Peru Philippines Poland Portugal Puerto Rico Qatar Romania Russia Rwanda Saint
Kitts and Nevis Saint Lucia Saudi Arabia Scotland Senegal Serbia Sierra Leone Singapore
Slovakia Slovenia South Africa South Korea South Sudan Spain Sri Lanka Sudan Suriname
Swaziland Sweden Switzerland Syria Taiwan Tanzania Thailand Tonga Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia Turkey Turkmenistan Uganda Ukraine United Arab Emirates United Kingdom United
States Uruguay Uzbekistan Vatican City Venezuela Vietnam Wales Zambia Zimbabwe
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2004 - 2018 Timeline
2004
Traveling exhibit is brought to Sarasota from
Museum on the Seam in Jerusalem, Israel.
Dennis & Graci McGillicuddy, Helen & Roy
McBean and Dottie & Bob Garner co-chair 1st
Coexistence Exhibit.

Be You, Lauren V., 12th Grade, 2010

2009

2013

First organization to create and distribute teacher
lesson plans using Sarasota County School’s
ActivBoard system.

2007

10th Anniversary Exhibit.
Second exhibit venue opens at Bradenton’s
Riverwalk Park.

School based “education initiative”
adopted as top priority.

2018

Embracing Our Differences inspired
sculpture unveiled in downtown Sarasota.

Presents Adopt a Team Exhibit at the World
Rowing Championships, benefitting 7,700 students
and 80,000 visitors.

More than 5,000 students attend live
performances from an anti-bullying music
tour.

EOD receives Patterson Foundation’s
Collaborative Innovator Award & President

2010

Submissions grow to more than
1,000, representing 12 states.

2016

Recipient of Diversity & Inclusion Award
from the Florida Division of Cultural
Affairs.

Barack Obama’s Volunteer Service Award.

Make-A-Day of It! Program established with 5 education
partners, benefiting 7,000 students.

Embracing Dr. Seuss’ Differences Day partnership
provides free books for all 7,000 participating
students and classrooms.

Riverview High School Coexistence Club formed,
immediately becoming the school’s largest student club.
Brazil, Charlotte J., World Rowing Championships

2005
Exhibit features art
submitted by 124 artists
from Southwest Florida.

2008
2006

Submissions grow to more than 2,000,
representing 30 countries.

Student participation
exceeds 7,000.

Annual student participation exceeds 10,000.
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Sarasota exhibit expanded
to two months.
First annual luncheon
held at Michael’s on East.

First education
partnership
established with the
Sarasota Film Festival.
Respect, Elena De La Ville & Patricia Prince Tunnell, 2006

2011

2012
1st annual two-day Art
Teacher Retreat presented in
partnership with Ringling
College of Art+Design.
Student docents provide
tours to 10,910 K-8
students.

2014
Submissions grow to 6,079,
representing 52 countries and 126
schools.
1st Embracing Dr. Seuss’ Differences
Day involves 121 volunteers and 2,798
students.

2015

2017

First annual Three-Day Summer Diversity
Institute with 50 educators.

Submissions grow to 10,761, representing 115 countries and
204 schools.

Recipient of 2015 WEDU Be More
Enriched Award.

42,537 students from 229 schools participate in Education
Initiatives.

Embracing Dr. Seuss’ Differences Day
partners with Suncoast Campaign for
Grade Level Reading.

2,703 students participate in the Make-A-Day of It! Program.
Finalist for WEDU’s Non-Profit of the Year Award.

The Tiger and The Butterfly, Vilma Rohena, 2008
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Why stand under
the umbrella
when you can
dance in the rain?

Love
Charles Kalambo
Blantyre, Malawi

Grace Hu

Sarasota, Florida
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To take a look
through someone
else’s eyes is to see
a whole new world.
Hadassah Pelish
12th Grade, Booker High School
Sarasota, Florida
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Progression of
Hope
Mary Chen
11th Grade, York Mills Collegiate Institute
Toronto, Canada
Teacher: Titi Olubuyide
Artist Statement: My family immigrated to Canada when I was six and I commemorate
Canada for its acceptance. I am touched that Canadians have accepted me with open arms.
But when I left China, I left a friend behind. To this day, although I have returned in search
of her, I cannot find her. She told me that we’ll always be connected by the sky. Every time I
look up into the sky, I imagine that she’s also looking at the same sky. In that sense, we’re not
so far apart. People can be connected by simple things and ideas.
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Choice
Using your voice is a
choice. A choice we
take for granted. A
choice that can change
lives or make the world
a better place.
Nicholas Bohlman
7th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Lindsay Marks
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Larisa Okhotna
Svitlovodsk, Ukraine

how

Best in S

Adult

Artist Statement: This work shows how people react differently to situations and to the
world. One person is trying to destroy the flower; the other trying to nourish it. Every day,
we have a choice to recognize and nurture the beauty of nature or to ignore or destroy it. I’d
like this piece to inspire people to think more about our beautiful earth, which can still be
saved.
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I’d rather go alone
than follow a group
of people going the
wrong way.

Kate’s Changing
the World
Judith Carlin
New York, New York

Artist Statement: “Kate’s Changing the World” is my reaction to the gender gap in

Gianna Nicora
7th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Lindsay Marks
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the STEM fields. STEM is an acronym for science, technology, engineering and math.
Unfortunately, women are underrepresented in these professions. Girls, even when they
have shown potential, have traditionally not been encouraged to study math, computer
technology, engineering or science and there are not many women role models. Computer
technology is becoming increasingly important in our world. It was my intent that this
artwork reach out to girls by showing a female computer and data scientist, fully engrossed
in her work, who will change the world with her formulas.
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We don’t need
a perfect world,
we need an
understanding
society.

New American
Gothic
Logan Lott
Valdosta, Georgia
Artist Statement: “American Gothic” is an iconic painting meant to resemble the everyday
people of the United States. Grant Wood, the original artist, said “these are the kind

Donna Mae Galaez
Iloilo, Philippines
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of people I fancied should live in that house.” Times have changed since the era of the
Depression and our country is diverse as ever. In my alteration of Wood’s original, I show
the people I envision living in that house today. My work insinuates that anyone of any
background has the right to live and flourish wherever they are in this country. Not only can
we embrace our differences, but we can live happily while doing so.
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Don’t let them make
you look away; face
them with eyes of
confidence and
courage.

Migration
Rafael Triana
Paris, France

Nuris Fanning
Bradenton, Florida
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A rainbow is only
pretty if all the
colors are in it
together.
Olivia Fontaine
7th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Colleen Joiner
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Depersonalization
Yuri Mamaev
Saint Petersburg, Russia

Artist Statement: In childhood, we diverse and unique, and the world seems bright,
colorful and radiant. But then we grow up and get embedded in adult life with its endless
obligations and demands. In the end, we lose that sparkle—that uniqueness—no longer
able to resist the gray wave of the metropolis. But if we try, we can enrich our lives with
diversity and inclusion and show the world the beauty and vibrancy of our uniqueness. We
should fight to not let the gray brush hurt or disguise our true selves. If we don’t lose that
rainbow within, everything around us will be painted in vivid colors and true emotion.
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Differences are like
toppings on an ice
cream sundae—the
more the better.

Different,
but as One
Azarakhsh Farahani
Tehran, Iran

Madelyn Svenson
7th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Colleen Joiner
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Family
Hate is the disease,
love is the cure.

Jordi Sabate
Collingswood, New Jersey

Artist Statement: We live in a world of diversity and we interact with diverse groups of

Kimberly Farrell
Sarasota, Florida

38

people in our daily lives. Our streets, subways, malls, and parks are rich with diversity. In
this new age of social media, we not only interact in person with people across all cultures,
races, and religions, but we also communicate with diverse groups beyond our borders.
Technology can connect us with the whole world, but it can also isolate us from the people
nearest us.
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Together
I like me but I’m
glad everyone isn’t
like me.

Bente Schoone
Eindhoven, Netherlands

Artist Statement: “No matter how different we are, we will always find a way to be
together.” This is the thought that I kept in mind as I made this painting. People, animals
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Juliette Martin

and everything that lives is searching to be together, however different they may be. Perhaps

St. Petersburg, Florida

see that they give love to everyone no matter how different they are from them. They are our

some people have lost sight of this; they have prejudices and do not see that we can be
together despite our differences. But when you look at every baby and young child, you’ll
future; we should learn from them how they embrace life’s differences.
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Shopping
Just listen to my
story and we won’t
be that different
anymore.

Michael Levin
Lexington, Kentucky

Artist Statement: Technology is a mixed blessing. It’s lifted millions out of poverty and,
at the same time, deprived millions of others of their livelihoods. Innovation has created

Cristina Rosian
Medias, Romania
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wonders but it has also displaced millions of workers. Thanks to ubiquitous, high-tech
devices, many people, especially younger people, live in a bubble of self-absorption. To
break out of that bubble, we need to lift up our eyes and see the human reality that’s right in
front of us.
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Life is more
important than a
swipe, text,
or notification
on your phone.

How Social
Media Works
Davian Chester
Columbus, Georgia

Madeline Boyd
7th Grade, Louise R. Johnson Middle School
Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Fatima Kerroumi
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Artist Statement: The internet is a black hole. You can either get sucked in or dive in
willingly. Social media is no exception. I see how people act and treat each other online. I
created this piece to show that we can either build each other up or tear each other down.
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Though I look
content on the
outside, on the
inside, you have
shattered me.

Smile
Alya Kuznetsova
Moscow, Russia

Regan Erickson
12th Grade, Riverview High School
Sarasota, Florida
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Artist Statement: Even if your T-shirt says, “Smile,” the eye does not deceive. We can’t
hide our souls in clothing or brands.
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If you can hear and
see, why don’t you
help?
Kelsey Taylor
12th Grade, Booker High School
Sarasota, Florida

48

Rohingya Refugee
Crisis
Azim Khan Ronnie
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Artist Statement: According to reports, more than 800,000 Rohingya refugees have fled
ethnic violence in Myanmar into Bangladesh. The Rohingya people, from the Rakhine State
of Myanmar, are abandoning homes and villages they have lived in for 200 years. Subject
to discrimination for years and not recognized as citizens, the Rohingya, the majority of
whom are Muslims, are risking death to make the perilous journey out of Myanmar. This
humanitarian crisis is causing suffering on a catastrophic scale..
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Everyone can see
my scars, but no
one can see my
pain.

Reach Out
Megan Mohrmann
9th Grade, Sarasota High School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Anita Wexler

Amber Stringer
8th Grade, Louise R. Johnson Middle School
Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Fatima Kerroumi

Artist Statement: I created this artwork to show that words can hurt. Text messages that
insult or lash out at someone can create self-doubt. Teenagers are very susceptible to
messages that deteriorate their sense of worth and esteem. Reach out and help your friends;
make sure they know you care.

If you need to reach out, text 741741 from anywhere in the USA to text with a trained Crisis Counselor.
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Rock-PaperScissors

Through our eyes
we see differences;
through our brains we
see humans; through
our hearts we see
friends.
Colby Labrecque
8th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Michelle West

Sally Koscho
7th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Brooks Tracey

Artist Statement: I created this piece by first thinking of the game Rock-Paper-Scissors. I
thought of how two figures are opposite and can beat the other. My artwork depicts a rock,
piece of paper, and a pair of scissors playing Rock-Paper-Scissors on a picnic table. The
figures are throwing out the gestures that beat them in the game. To me, Embracing Our
Differences means two opposites, that have nothing alike, try to understand each other and
try to get along. My piece represents this theme because the figures are trying to get along
by playing a game that brings them all together and playing a hand that would normally
beat them.
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Instead of using
your lips to
discourage, use
them to encourage.

More to a Person
Kaylee Luna
7th Grade, Laurel Nokomis School
Nokomis, Florida
Teacher: Kristi Shackelford

Brianna Connelly
7th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Colleen Joiner
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Artist Statement: There is more to a person than their stereotype. Just get to know them!

55

The Loss of a Friend
Caring is
something everyone
is capable of.

Isabel Diehl, Noah Ferlazzo,
Lily Irelan, Niley Molina,
& Izik Rodrigeuz
5th Grade, Braden River Elementary School
Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Kathy Kushmer

Puja Patel
8th Grade, Louise R. Johnson Middle School
Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Adriana Fitzgerald

Artist Statement: Our picture represents compassion and kindness. Some people make
fun of people who mourn the loss of a pet. This piece was inspired when a friend shared
that she was made fun of because she was grieving the loss of her dog. We selected a dog
for the pet in this picture because over half of the world’s population owns or has owned
a dog. We chose a retriever because it is one of the most popular breeds of dogs.

56

57

Reflections of
Liberty
Flags show where we
come from; actions
show who we are.

Harley Haas
10th Grade, Sarasota High School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Debra Markley
Artist Statement: The definition of liberty is “the state of being free within society from
oppressive restrictions imposed by authority on one’s way of life, behavior, or political views.”
Lady Liberty stands exactly for this and as a symbol for the many immigrants in this country.
“Reflections of Liberty,” depicts the Statue of Liberty overlooking multiple flags in the water. I

Seth Morano
11th Grade, Booker High School
Sarasota, Florida
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was inspired to create this piece after a travel ban took effect, which had a profound influence
over which refugees were welcomed into the US. I grew up with the concept that the US is
a melting pot of ideas and cultures from all around the world. The country was founded by
immigrants and today immigrant families make up over a fifth of the population. I want to send
the message that countries, cultures, and ethnicities are united and equal under liberty’s view.
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Kindness Rocks
Follow the path
of kindness,
not hatred.

Mrs. Butler’s Kindergarten
& Mrs. Kern’s
3rd Grade Classes
Garden Elementary School
Venice, Florida
Teacher: Joanna Davis-Lanum

Caleb Houghton
8th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Kim Farrell
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Artist Statement: Kindness “rocks” in so many ways! There is always time to be kind to
other students, teachers, and people in our community. We can choose to be lots of different
things in our lives, but we must always choose to be kind.
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Ripples
Growing up in a cruel
world doesn’t mean you
can’t be kind. Kindness
is the greatest gift you
can give to a
harsh society.
Donna Mae Galaez
Iloilo, Philippines
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Zac Kralik & Steven Staub
12th Grade, North Port High School
North Port, Florida
Teacher: Marilyn Caruso

Artist Statement: “Ripples” depicts the “monster” earth receiving a flower from a small
child, who represents innocence and hope for the future. The title, “Ripples,” refers to how
one small act of kindness can change the world—one small ripple at time.
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ImpACT
If you want change
that matters, change
what matters.

Nic Bancilhon, Vanessa Macias,
Shawn Murphy, Sam Sherrill,
& Sam Shindler-Parsons
11th & 12th Grade, Riverview High School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Amy Vangellow

Artist Statement: “Impact” was created collaboratively by photography students. We

Dena Sturm
Bradenton, Florida
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started with the basic idea that people within a community are interconnected and our
actions impact others. We want people to look at the work and ask themselves how they may
have changed someone’s day, maybe even someone very far removed from their own circle of
friends.
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Pushing for Equality
We must educate in
order to annihilate
the ignorance of
hatred.

Dr. Suzanne Jarrell’s &
Mrs. Jeannie Mendez’s
Art Classes
7th Grade, Louise R. Johnson Middle School
Bradenton, Florida

Artist Statement: As a class we understood that each of us faces different issues based on
our circumstances. We wanted a way to show how everyone is trying to erase these issues.

Linda Ferdinand
Oneco, Florida
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We ended up using black smoke to symbolize some of the key issues we face—and then
showing us pushing away the smoke to lock it up forever. Even though some people try to
keep issues hidden, sometimes the issues seep out just like smoke does when it is behind
closed doors. We feel that, if we all keep pushing, equality will be a reality for everyone.
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Friends
We can only stand
tall by lifting up
those around us.

Cole Chaney
8th Grade, Sugg Middle School
Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Karen Meinberg

Artist Statement: The creative process behind this work was pondering how two things
that usually don’t get along or do not like each other can come together under the right

Christopher Nicola
10th Grade
Sarasota, Florida
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circumstances. I thought of a cat and a dog because they’re often depicted as enemies. The
heart represents the friendship between them. In the work, I want to show how friendship
is possible between all creatures—no matter their differences. Even if you feel you don’t like
someone—go ahead and get to know them! You may end up with an amazing friendship that
could last for a long time.
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The New Rosie
the Riveter
Ordinary
people who do
extraordinary
things are the true
change makers of
the world.
Fran Squires, M.Ed.
Osprey, Florida

Elisa Uzcategui
8th Grade, Sarasota Military Academy Prep
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Pam Kok

how
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Student

Artist Statement: Rosie the Riveter is a cultural icon of World War II who symbolized
women who worked in factories and shipyards for the war effort. She is a symbol of American
feminism and I wanted to show the “new Rosie” in a different light. The original Rosie is
white, and I didn’t want people of other races to feel left out, so I made Rosie multiracial. Her
eyes are a mix of Caucasian and Asian traits, her hair is an Afro and her skin color resembles
people of Latin American and Hispanic origins. My new Rosie represents the strength of
many races.
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Speaking about
things with no
action is like a dull
pencil; there is no
point.

Invitation to the
Conversation
Zach Timmons
11th Grade, Booker High School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Jeffery Cornwell

Artist Statement: This art piece represents both disability inclusion and the power of

Kelsey Taylor
12th Grade, Booker High School
Sarasota, Florida
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diversity. The varying chairs are a metaphor for the different types of people among us,
including those with disabilities and those without. Each chair represents a different type
of person, each with their space in the circle, which signifies belonging and unity. Different
types of seating are included in the circle to encourage various types of people to sit and join
together.
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Be Unmasked
Take off the mask
and show your true
face; it’s beautiful.

Regan Erickson
12th Grade, Riverview High School
Sarasota, Florida
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Hilda Stigson
11th Grade, Sarasota High School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Anita Wexler

Artist Statement: Because we constantly try to achieve the impossible, “perfect” life social
media depicts, we hide. We mask ourselves behind expensive foundation, the latest mascara
and the most popular lipstick—to fit in. But why are we trying to fit in when we were born to
stand out? Why not show the world how unique we are—how our inner beauty shines? So,
rip that makeup off and embrace yourself. Because you look perfect unmasked.
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Tree of Life
The strength of
a nation is in its
unity; the beauty
of a nation is in its
diversity.

Neveah Babich, Nevin Cowper,
Alejandra Estrada-Antunez,
Libby Faulman, Gabrielle Harper
& Carley Ramsden
5th Grade, Phillippi Shores Elementary School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Petie Brown

Artist Statement: Phillippi Shores International Baccalaureate World School promotes

Aneisha Lancaster
Kingston, Jamaica
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global openness and community spirit. With that in mind, this piece was designed to create
a sense of oneness. The leaves falling from the tree of life are colorful dancing figures. As the
students were building the piece, they said: “ Togetherness is important in life and keeps us
dancing in the light.”
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Spectrum
When you make
someone feel small,
you make yourself
look foolish.

Alex LaBonte
9th Grade, Venice High School
Venice, Florida
Teacher: Cynthia Hamilton

Artist Statement: As a child, I thought it was socially acceptable for a girl to love a girl, for
boy to love a boy, and for a boy to want to dress like a girl. As I grew older, I realized that
wasn’t always the case. People are fired from work for being gay and conversion camps exist

Katy Joseph
Ellenton, Florida
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to “convert” members of the LGBTQA+ community. In some countries, being homosexual or
transgender is considered a crime. That’s why I created this artwork—to honor the LGBTQA+
community and to celebrate their being free to love who they want to love and be who they
want to be.
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We can continue to
wait for hatred to
disappear or we
can be the ones
to end it.

Extinction
Alanna Hutton
7th Grade, Sarasota School of Arts and Sciences
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Brian Hubbard

Artist Statement: My piece represents the species that have existed in our world, and the

Natalia Madrid
8th Grade, Louise R. Johnson Middle School
Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Adriana Fitzgerald
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many species that are inches away from extinction because of deforestation, poaching,
pollution, and other man-made complications. Yet so many people don’t seem to notice. I
created this work to show how we impact the environment and everything around us. We
are surrounded by so many beautiful creatures; each one is different, but we all share the
same planet. I hope that people who see this will be inspired to keep this world as colorful
as I see it.
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Quote

Forgiveness
(Originally displayed in 2006)

If your heart opens,
doors will too.

Kambria Tabor
Sarasota, Florida

Hayley Peace
6th Grade, Pine View School
Osprey, Florida
Teacher: Fran Squires, M.Ed.
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Artist Statement: This piece is about forgiveness. Young children should always be assured
that family means forever, and adults should be reminded that their actions toward each
other are almost always privy to an audience. Be kind, forgive, forget and remember what is
most important.
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Shared Sacrifice
(Originally displayed in 2006)

Let not the borders
of your birth define
you, but what you do
with your culture that
represents you.

Michael McNees &
Rob Servian (1949 - 2010)
Sarasota, Florida

Artist Statement: The photograph was inspired by the power of the location, the Normandy
American Cemetery and Memorial in Colleville-sur-Mer, Normandy, France. I had long

Miguel Nunez
12th Grade, Southeast High School
Bradenton, Florida
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wanted to visit there, and in my mind’s eye had seen the perfectly aligned rows of white
crosses, as I’ve seen in many pictures. But, of course, not all the markers were crosses, and
as obvious as this simple fact is in hindsight, the initial impact of this visual was enormous.
The stories of brotherhood and sacrifice surrounding this hallowed site have been told in
many ways. This image captured that spirit for me.
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You don’t only need
a mouth that speaks
nice words, but an ear
that listens and a heart
that understands.
Lycel Lagrada
Taguig, Philippines
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Connections
(Originally displayed in 2007)

Marcia Ente
Sarasota, Florida

Artist Statement: This piece was created during the elections of 2006 as an expression to
uphold the ideals of peaceful coexistence. Peace is always the answer.
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The most rigid
walls in the world
are invisible,
but they are not
indestructible.

Broken World
(Originally displayed in 2007)

Cory Gallagher
11th Grade, NewGate International Montessori School
Sarasota, Florida
Teachers: Amy Kremer & Jeffery Cornwell

Soo Young Yun
Seoul, South Korea
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Peas in a Pod
I’m proud being me
and celebrating you
being you.

Nkoyo Uche-Nwosu
Lagos, Nigeria
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(Originally displayed in 2008)

Jaime Marchini
8th Grade, Haile Middle School
Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Dana Sackett

Artist Statement: The peas are all different colors like people in the world. The pod
represents all of us together as a whole world.
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Our skin is just an
envelope. We are
the letter.
(Originally displayed in 2009)

Apples and Oranges
(Originally displayed in 2009)

Ashly Lovett
West Monroe, Louisiana

Valanchie Emile
11th Grade, Southeast High School
Bradenton, Florida
Teachers: Gosia Stoner & Rena Morano
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Artist Statement: It’s a simple message of kindness demonstrating that, in spite of our
differences, we can all get along.
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Throw a pebble of prejudice
into the water and watch it
ripple into a sea of hatred. But,
throw a pebble of tolerance
into that same water and
watch it ripple into an ocean of
acceptance.
(Originally displayed in 2009)

One Drop
(Originally displayed in 2009)

Kimberly Edelsbacher
7th Grade, NewGate International Montessori School
Sarasota, Florida
Techer: Jeffery Cornwell

Hannah Howard
8th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teachers: Moya Hanaway & Doug Abel
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Be the shoulder that
people can cry on, and
the voice that stands
up in what they
believe in.
Olivia Williamson
8th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Colleen Joiner
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Fragile World
(Originally displayed in 2011)

Alison Johnson
Feeding Hills, Massachusetts

Artist Statement: We have so many different religions, races and lifestyles. Our world can
be as fragile as an egg. In my piece I represent some of our differences on eggs. The final egg,
which is the world, is broken to illustrate our fragility and how important it is to be sensitive
and respectful of our differences. I teach first grade in a very diverse community and, as a
teacher of young children, I am constantly mindful of how important it is to treat each other
with respect and caring.
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Sometimes being
the bystander can
be just as bad as
being the bully.
Haylie Smith
7th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Colleen Joiner
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Cyber Bullying:
Beware of the Big
Bad Predator
(Originally displayed in 2013)

Bobby Alvarez, Steven Staub,
& Gennadity Kazimirov
7th Grade, Heron Creek Middle School
North Port, Florida
Teacher: Dottie Cory
Artist Statement: The Big Bad Wolf represents predators in cyberspace. The Little Pigs do
not know who is stalking them. Beware of who is watching you through the Internet.
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Disorderly
(Originally displayed in 2013)

My eyes will deceive
me when my ears
are told what to see.

Shelbylyn Freeman
10th Grade, Booker High School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Jeffery Cornwell

Artist Statement: In my charcoal-based piece, I created the image of the differentiation and
discrimination of body shapes. Creating this piece was difficult because of the harsh reality it

Jadaliz Castro
Bradenton, Florida
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represents. While researching reference photos, it was very hard to look at pictures of people
who have been affected by such discrimination. It makes me disappointed to see how society
impacts people negatively, but showing such sadness through my piece, shows the true, but
harsh, representation of our reality.
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Happy Together
(Originally displayed in 2014)

Wait a minute... are
you the wrong color
or am I?
(Originally displayed in 2014)

Young Sook Park
Seoul, South Korea

Artist Statement: I graduated from the College of Fine Art at Dong- Guk University in Seoul,
South Korea. After that, I lived in South Africa for six years where I felt like a stranger. When
I came back to my country, I felt like a stranger again because lots of things in Korea changed
during the time I was away. In this regard, I think of myself as being the same as the zebra.
His stripes can protect him from his predator’s attack. I have also felt that I must keep myself

Irene Nicola
Sarasota, Florida

safe from others. To live and survive in both societies, I adjusted myself to their culture and
customs. Some people think zebra’s original color is black, others think it is white. Although
people believe everyone is different, I think people are also the same because they’re human.
I made each zebra untied from her own stripes and then connected through each other’s
stripes. Eventually both can smile together and understand their differences. I wish that
everyone could be happy by understanding each other’s differences.
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Ambiface

If everyone could
read your mind,
would you think
differently?

(Originally displayed in 2014)

Jovana Kolic
Pirot, Serbia

(Originally displayed in 2014)

Artist Statement: The differences I deal with in my artwork are the differences within all

104

Cece Dwyer

of us. I started with the idea of contrast states and conflicts within us, ethical reassessing,

Sarasota, Florida

ironic to upsetting. I hope that everyone will have her own associations to identify in these

different and very expressive motional states of mind that vary from witty or slightly
ambivalences.

105

I don’t want more
rights than you have;
I want the same.
(Originally displayed in 2014)

Maisha Maliha
12th Grade, Mastermind School
Dhaka, Bangladesh
Teacher: Rafquat Hasan

Same Crime,
Different Sentence
(Originally displayed in 2014)

Sara Bouhamid
7th Grade, Pine View School
Osprey, Florida
Teacher: Kim Seidell

Artist Statement: My artwork focuses on the differences in criminal sentences between
different races. Many times a Caucasian person will receive a shorter sentence than a person
of color will receive for the very same crime.
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Don’t judge my
choices without
understanding
my reasons.

A Duet is Often
Better than a Solo
(Originally displayed in 2015)

Mackenzie Reiss

(Originally displayed in 2015)

8th Grade, Venice Middle School
Venice, Florida
Teacher: Lisa Jodwalis

Emily Casey
10th Grade, North Port High School
North Port, Florida
Teacher: Daphne English-Bazenas

Artist Statement: We may sound completely different, but together we can create beautiful
music. To me, this means that just because you look different, doesn’t mean that we can’t do
well together.
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Judgment by others
is inevitable, but
accepting yourself is
up to you.

Modern Day
Wonder Woman
(Originally displayed in 2015)

Emma Siegel
10th grade Booker High School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Jeffery Cornwell

(Originally displayed in 2015)

Regan Erickson
8th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Moya Hanaway

Artist Statement: I chose the subject of women’s empowerment because as a young woman,
I strongly believe women should be treated the same as men in almost every way. I have
a strong mother figure in my life, as did she. My paternal grandmother, too, was a strong
woman and a feminist. Women have been pushed around throughout history. This piece is
dedicated to the victims of discrimination and to those women who strive to stand up for
themselves.
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Honorable Mentions
(left) Creative Diversity in Bug Art Class
by Nataša Pegan, Branik, Slovenia

(below left) Outside

by Irina Bochenkova, Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, Russia

(below right) All Colors Can Share

Submit Your Art

Submit Your Quote

We invite you to participate in creating a society that is more
inclusive for all. Consider submitting an original work of art and
know that you are helping to create an inclusive community where
differences are celebrated.

Personal thoughts that accompany each work of art provide our
community a chance to voice their thoughts and ideas on the
importance of diversity and inclusion. The combination of
visual art and the written word adds a deeper dimension to the
overall experience.

by Dyer Patriocta, Tangerang, Indonesia

Hatred is a cage, kindness is the key.
Dorian Carter, 6th Grade, Pine View School
Osprey, Florida, Teacher: Fran Squires, M.Ed.

For complete details about this juried exhibit, including available cash prizes, and to make submissions,
visit us online at EmbracingOurDifferences.org

Support the Exhibit
There are many opportunities available to support the Embracing
Our Differences exhibit and our education initiatives. Please
consider a gift to help us create a community where differences
are embraced and individuality is celebrated.
Visit us at EmbracingOurDifferences.org for more information
and to make a donation.
COEXISTENCE, INC. MEETS ALL REQUIREMENTS SPECIFIED BY THE FLORIDA SOLICITATION OF
CONTRIBUTIONS ACT. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION
MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR
RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. REGISTRATION NO. CH19398.
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Bank of America Client Foundation
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Vern & Sandy Buchanan
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Sally Yanowitz
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“Pulled at my heartstrings. It should be mandatory to
- Exhibit Visitor
visit this exhibit.”
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“This is our fifth year and we love it more each time. See
– Exhibit Visitor
you next year!”
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