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A Message from our Executive Director
The human race has an amazing capacity for good—and an equally

2018, 932 area-based teachers and 39,211 students participated in these

amazing capacity for self-destruction. In the words of the old song, we each

outreaches. It’s the largest educational program of its kind in southwest

hold the key to love and fear in our hands. Embracing Our Differences

Florida.

understands that profound responsibility. We champion diversity and
foster the values of inclusion, compassion and respect.

Embracing Our Differences thinks globally and acts locally. We are a true
team effort, drawing on the talents of thousands of artists and writers,

We affirm these values through initiatives designed to use art as a catalyst

the commitment of local educators, the high school students who serve

to create awareness and promote diversity. Our annual open-air art exhibit,

as exhibit docents, and all the board members, sponsors, and volunteers

celebrating the theme of “enriching lives through diversity,” showcases

who share our belief in the astonishing potential of the human family. Our

the art and words of thousands of artists and writers from around the

combined efforts have sparked a foundational change in our community’s

world—and a world of talent makes it possible. The response to the call

appreciation of justice, social equality and personal dignity. But

for artwork and inspirational quotes for this year’s exhibit was record-

that doesn’t mean our work is done. Because it never is.

breaking, with 11,791 entries pouring in from 111 countries and 44
states. The artists and writers behind this outpouring of creativity
used their talents to celebrate the colorful tapestry of the human
family. Last year, more than 200,000 exhibit visitors experienced
that celebration of diversity—and we expect more visitors this year.

Let’s continue to work together to
eliminate the barriers of prejudice that
hold back the full range of human potential.
Each one of us holds the key to open the
door to love, compassion and understanding.

Since its inception in 2004, our exhibit has attracted more than 2.7
million visitors. It’s out in plain sight—but it’s not the whole picture.
The exhibit is the hub of a year-round program of activities that promote
diversity through the power of art and words. Our educational initiatives

Sarah Wertheimer
Executive Director
Embracing Our Differences

Embracing Our Future
Embracing Our Differences is celebrated for promoting the positive
values of kindness, equality and mutual respect. For the past 16 years, its
groundbreaking educational initiatives and programs have won countless
honors. The organization’s message that a healthy respect for diversity
and inclusion is the cornerstone of any progressive society and speaks to
everyone - but to young people especially.
What drives this passion to reach young people?
As the saying goes “children are our future.” But we can’t take their future
for granted. The voices of prejudice and hate are constantly clamoring
for our children’s attention. If we want a future based on kindness,
equality and mutual respect, we need to raise our own voices and speak
out to the youth of the world. Now, more than ever, the struggle for their
impressionable hearts and minds is vital.
One important part of EOD’s mission is to reach young people through
the power of art and language. This artful combination of word and
image makes the life-affirming values of diversity come alive. That’s
how the educational curriculum creatively engages students locally and
around the world.
Each year since its inception, Embracing Our Differences has reached out
to us for support, to which we always eagerly respond. Several years ago,

we asked about the existence of an endowment fund for the organization.
We were surprised to find that none had been created.
After many thought-provoking conversations with the EOD team, we
made the first contribution to an endowment fund at the Community
Foundation of Sarasota County in partnership with The Patterson
Foundation’s 2:1 match. The success of this effort is plain to see. In three
years, this endowment has grown from zero to over $750,000!
This represents a terrific beginning. Where we go from here is what
counts. We invite each of
you to lend your energy and
support to this cause. If we
want to make a global impact,
we must continue to build the
endowment. It will help ensure
that the principles of fairness
and diversity will thrive in a
world that nurtures our future
generations.
The time to take a stand is now.
Nancy and Ray Swart

have touched the lives of thousands of area students and teachers. In
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The Exhibit
The centerpiece of Embracing Our Differences is a juried, outdoor art exhibit featuring 45 billboard-sized images created
by local, national and international artists, writers and students reflecting their interpretations of the theme “enriching lives
through diversity.”

“Everything about the exhibit and presentation was outstanding.
The young talent is terrific and shows the dedication of students and
teachers.”
- Out-of-State Tourist

The exhibit continues its phenomenal growth. The 2019 exhibit received 11,791 submissions representing 111 counties
and 239 schools. Last year’s exhibit welcomed 202,000 visitors bringing total attendance, since 2004, to more than 2.7
million.
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Education Initiatives
Our education initiatives represent the most important
aspect of our efforts. Students participate year-round in a
variety of activities based upon a well-planned curriculum
of art appreciation, character development and diversity
education. Our education initiatives include:
Free Field Trips

Workshops

Make-A-Day Of It!

In the Classroom

Dr. Seuss’ Differences Day

Lesson Plans

Student Docents

Community Collaborations

Education Initiatives

“We are a title one school and a lot of our students have never seen
- 4th Grade Teacher
art outside of school, much less in person.”

Free Field Trips

Lesson Plans

Our sponsors generously provide school buses for students
to experience the art exhibit and other arts and cultural
venues. This has become a signature of our education
efforts with more than 25,553 students benefiting during
the past school year.

Interactive student participation is one of the most effective
delivery methods for the often difficult and abstract concepts
of diversity and inclusion. Prepared under the supervision of
curriculum development specialists from the Sarasota County
School district, the age-appropriate lesson plans identify
the relevant curriculum standards, educational objectives,
instructional strategies and assessment guidelines.

Coexistence Clubs

Independent evaluations, as well as our own internal
evaluations, have consistently shown that teachers rate
the Embracing Our Differences’ education initiatives as
“outstanding” or “very good” and as “meaningful and
beneficial” experiences for their students.
“People can do what makes them happy. Boys can like
pink and girls cannot like pink. It doesn’t matter.”
– 1st Grade Student
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The high school docents were EXCELLENT!! Last year
we did not have them. Would highly encourage the use of
the docent.”
– 5th Grade Teacher
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Education Workshops
Art Teacher Retreat
This two-day retreat is focused on reinvigorating art educators’
creativity, while offering new skills and strategies for inspiring
students to explore the abstract concepts of prejudice, diversity
and inclusion. The 41 art teachers participating in 2018 were
collectively responsible for more than 13,000 Sarasota and
Manatee county students.

Summer Diversity Institute
This intensive workshop is designed to become a model
for providing educators with all the resources necessary to
create a safe environment for students to appreciate that
a healthy respect for diversity and inclusion is not only a
way of thinking but most importantly, of acting.

Lesson Plan Workshop

Designed to provide curriculum aligned, age-appropriate
lesson plans, participating teachers are introduced to
new and innovative methods of engaging students, while
creating the perfect environment for a rich discussion of
the value of inclusion.

Education Ambassador Program
This year-long program works with a group of 25
teachers, guidance counselors and administrators who
will become Embracing Our Differences Ambassadors
throughout their respective schools. These Ambassadors
attend monthly workshops, identifying and researching
specific EOD aligned topics and then presenting their
projects to their colleagues.
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Education Initiatives
In the Classroom

Embracing Dr. Seuss’ Differences Day

Each fall, thousands of students in Sarasota and Manatee
counties spend time creating art and quotations for
submission to our annual competition. Each student benefits
by engaging in a comprehensive approach to critical thinking
and visual inquiry that provides a safe and healthy means
of clarifying their own identities, as well as developing an
enhanced sense of self-esteem and social skills. Developing
new and different perspectives from their peers is an added
bonus.

For the past five years, Embracing Our Differences has
coordinated hundreds of volunteers to read Dr. Seuss books
to students in Sarasota and Manatee counties. This offers
students an opportunity to see that reading is fun and
inclusion is important. Our partnership with the Suncoast
Campaign for Grade-Level Reading and an anonymous
family foundation provided more than 7,000 books for
classrooms and individual students for their home libraries.

“Thank you for your work in creating a wonderful
way to celebrate reading. I had the opportunity for
my 2nd graders to listen to “Horton Hears A Who.”
From beginning to end, our volunteer held my student’s
attention and delivered a beautifully read story to them.
They were very excited to each receive their own personal
book “Emmanuel’s Dream” and couldn’t wait to share it
with their families at home.”
– 2nd Grade Teacher
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Education Initiatives
Make-A-Day Of It!
Embracing Our Differences collaborates with area cultural
organizations through its MAKE-A-DAY OF IT! program.
Teachers and their students who attend the exhibit
are afforded the opportunity, using buses provided by
Embracing Our Differences, to visit any one of our partner
organizations: Asolo Repertory Theatre, Florida Studio
Theatre, Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, Mote Marine
Laboratory, The Ringling, Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall
and West Coast Black Theatre Troupe.

Education Initiatives

Student Docents
Under the guidance of EOD’s faculty advisor, Dena Sturm,
student docents serve as guides for thousands of area
elementary, middle and high school students who experience
the outdoor exhibit every year - inspiring these young visitors
with the life-changing truths of the art and quotes. With their
guided questions and planted seeds of inquiry, docents help
younger students arrive at realizations of their own about
diversity and acceptance.

“This trip really made me think about how to treat people.”
– 3rd Grade Student
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“Unity Days” were conducted at multiple high schools this
year as a way to demonstrate that we are united for kindness
and acceptance of all students. Under the direction of a
trained facilitator, students participate in team-building
exercises encouraging compassion and empathy to foster
warm and inclusive school environments.

Community Collaborations

Coexistence Clubs
Coexistence Clubs consist of dynamic high school students
who promote Embracing Our Differences’ vision of creating
a world that embraces diversity, respects differences, and
actively rejects hatred and prejudice. They do this through
various initiatives, including ones that help make their
schools a safer and more inclusive environment for everyone.

Unity Days

What I learned from Unity Day (Sarasota HS Students):
“We’re all human, be kind, I am enough”, “Everyone is going
through something”, “don’t judge, be polite, open up”, “give respect,
listen, be confident”, “smile, be sensitive.”

Embracing Our Differences is very proud of its many collaborations throughout the past year. A past recipient of The
Patterson Foundation’s “Collaborative Innovator Award,” Embracing Our Differences partnered with the Boxser Diversity
Initiative, Community Foundation of Sarasota County, Florida Studio Theatre, Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee,
Mote Marine, Nathan Benderson Park, Newtown Alive, Sarasota County Bar Association, Sarasota Film Festival, Sarasota
Opera, Selby Gardens, Selby Library, Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level Reading, The Patterson Foundation, The Ringling,
United Way Suncoast, Van Wezel, Westcoast Black Theatre Troupe, World Rowing Federation, Booker, Riverview, North
Port and Venice high schools and many others to bring innovative diversity education programming to Sarasota and Manatee
students during the 2017-2018 school year.
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By the Numbers
The Exhibit

Education Initiatives

Embracing Our Differences believes that
diversity is one of the world’s greatest assets. The
annual art exhibit inspires visitors to cultivate a
community of diversity and inclusion.

Education Initiatives allow our local students
to experience field trips, curriculum and
art education that promote kindness and
respect.

2,700,000 +
Exhibit Visitors

318,000
Students Participated

Afghanistan Albania Algeria Angola Antigua and Barbuda Argentina Armenia Australia Austria
Azerbaijan Bahamas Bahrain Bangladesh Barbados Belarus Belgium Belize Benin Bhutan
Bosnia and Herzegovina Botswana Brazil Brunei Bulgaria Cambodia Cameroon Canada Cayman
Islands Chile China Colombia Costa Rica Croatia Cuba Curaçao Cyprus Czech Republic
Denmark Dominica Dominican Republic Ecuador Egypt Estonia Ethiopia Fiji Finland France
Georgia Germany Ghana Greece Guam Guatemala Haiti Hong Kong Hungary Iceland India
Indonesia Iran Iraq Ireland Israel Italy Jamaica Japan Jordan Kazakhstan Kenya Kosovo
Kuwait Kyrgyzstan Latvia Lebanon Libya Lithuania Luxembourg Macedonia Madagascar
14
14

Malawi Malaysia Malta Mauritius Mexico Moldova Monaco Mongolia Montenegro Morocco
Mozambique Myanmar Namibia Nepal Netherlands New Zealand Nigeria Norway Oman Pakistan
Panama Peru Philippines Poland Portugal Puerto Rico Qatar Romania Russia Rwanda Saint
Kitts and Nevis Saint Lucia Saudi Arabia Scotland Senegal Serbia Sierra Leone Singapore
Slovakia Slovenia South Africa South Korea South Sudan Spain Sri Lanka Sudan Suriname
Swaziland Sweden Switzerland Syria Taiwan Tanzania Thailand Tonga Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia Turkey Turkmenistan Uganda Ukraine United Arab Emirates United Kingdom United
States Uruguay Uzbekistan Vatican City Venezuela Vietnam Wales Yemen Zambia Zimbabwe

Since 2004, the Embracing Our Differences annual
exhibit has followed its mission and connected the
world through the transformative power of art.

73,777

Art and Quotation Submissions Received from

301 SCHOOLS 152 COUNTRIES
15
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Milk = Milk
Being different
is what makes us
irreplaceable.
Teagan Allen

11th Grade, New Gate School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Amy Kremer-Treibly
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Sonia Salinas
Laredo, Texas

Artist Statement: I live in Laredo, Mexico, a border city with a predominantly Hispanic population. As

a member of a minority group, I’ve encountered people who are not welcoming to those who differ from

themselves. My design is a playful way of communicating that, although we may be different in some
ways, we have strong commonalities that make us equal. The milk cartons resemble the half-pint milk

cartons supplied by most elementary public schools. This is to emphasize that embracing diversity should

begin when we are young. Discrimination and hate are not born but are learned behaviors. It is our duty
to teach and encourage children to be accepting of those who are different and focus on our similarities.
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Share the Love
A kind word or gesture
can make a difference in
everyone’s day.

Jie Lu
Melbourne, Australia

Artist Statement: My inspiration for this work originated from a Chinese traditional folk twister which says,

Peyton Harris
Nokomis, Florida

20

“a pig who wants to pretend to be an elephant puts spring onions in his nostrils to extend the length of his
nose.” I drew a cute elephant and a lovely piggy. The elephant is showing his love to this small piggy with a
little yellow flower as his gift. The little yellow flower becomes the friendship bridge connecting their hearts
and breaking the ice. Without a word, we know each other.
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Bullies
Be the person you
needed when you
felt alone.
Ben Nicholson
Osprey, Florida
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Vince Gray
Cincinnati, Ohio

Artist Statement: I used the pointillism style for this painting, which shows that we all deal with bullies in
our life. I meant this to not sadden—but to open the eyes and make us aware of the pain we cause when
we bully others.
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Ramón
A single drop of
kindness can change
someone’s day.
Sally Koscho

8th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Lindsay Marks
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Cinthia Baseler
Manchester, United Kingdom

Artist Statement: The subject of my work is Ramón. Ramón doesn’t have a home. He has a trolley where

he stores and transports everything he owns. When I met him, he was trying to sell some antiques he had
found. I asked him what his favorite item was, and he showed me this painting. He said he loved the contrast
between the colors and the deep black background. I asked him if I could take a photo of him with it and

he was very flattered. I never saw him again, but I will always remember him. Homeless people are people;
acknowledging and respecting them is vital to our humanity.
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Forget tech savvy. I want
to live in a world that
has kindness savvy!

Generational
Information
Efim Shevchenko
Saint Petersburg, Russia

Artist Statement: The search, assimilation and use of information has changed a lot. Of course, this affected

Susy Grandusky
Sarasota, Florida

26

the whole world around us, but it also changed people and their relationships. For me, the difference between

“information generations” lies in the ability to delve into the essence of things or be superficial: on the one
hand we are aware of almost every change in the world, but does the real knowledge of what is happening

around us and with us give us quick access to information? Will this not create an abyss between people due
to hasty judgments?
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We are not responsible
for the wrongs done by
our ancestors; we are
responsible for making
sure that history does
not repeat itself.
Irene Nicola
Sarasota, Florida

L’Dor Vador from Generation to
Generation
Alissa Rosenberg
Commack, New York

Artist Statement: My grandparents, both paternal and maternal, were Holocaust survivors. Just before my

grandfather, Sigmund, died in 2015, I took a photo of him and my nephew (his great grandchild), with the

intention of capturing a true and pure moment. This photograph collage is the foundation for this project.
Through photography, I would like capture and immortalize the beauty of love and perseverance of the

Jewish people, who not only survived but lived full and fruitful lives, giving birth to the next generations of
Jewish people that Hitler and the Nazis looked to exterminate. This photo collage is my way to remind us
that in times of great sorrow, we can overcome and create future generations that continue the path of new
hopes and dreams, while never forgetting where we came from.
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Beyond the Burqa
A person is a book in
the great library of the
world; and like every
book, they wait to be
judged by their inside
and not by their cover.
Teodora Rînciog
Ploiești, Romania

30

Pranab Basak
Kolkata, India

Artist Statement: A burqa is an enveloping outer garment worn by women in some Islamic traditions. Some

women choose to wear it proudly; others have no choice. Is this garment a means of oppressing women, or
an assertion of religious and cultural identity? I hope the image of this little girl sparks these questions in the

mind of the viewer. The burqa doesn’t hide her face—her deep, soulful life force shines through. I hope the
sight inspires the viewer to see beyond the burqa.
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If you choose to only
see what you believe,
then you might as
well be blind.

Only Slightly
Touched
Lucy Hsiung
9th Grade, Taipei, Taiwan

Artist Statement: The media doesn’t always show everything. They censor what they think are “flaws” and

Daphne Charles
Bradenton, Florida

32

“imperfections.” This piece represents the “touch-up” that can change the whole image; often whitewashing
it to conform to artificial beauty standards. This is what people end up seeing in various media formats—

missing the real beauty, the real person, behind all the digital work. No matter race, body type, or gender,
people often feel less worthy than the figure projected on a flat, lifeless surface.
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Internet Security
Pick the friend who goes
against hatred, not the
one who causes it.
Sommer Speers

6th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Kim Farrell
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Sudipta Deb
8th Grade, Cambridge School Noida
Dehli, India
Teacher: Sandip Kr Deb

Artist Statement: Social media can be dangerous when it adversely affects us, causing depression, suicide,
violence, addiction and more. We are not always aware of what is good for us. We might even think that our
parents are our biggest enemies. We can get so addicted to this nonsense and propaganda that we don’t know

what the world is beyond our screen—how beautiful it can be. My artwork represents how we can live safely
in this diverse, beautiful world so that it doesn’t kill us.
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Pressure
A circle isn’t any better
than a square. Don’t let
shape define you.
Taylor Reister

12th Grade, Booker High School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Chris Hutchinson
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Lindsay Weaver
12th Grade, Saint Stephen’s Episcopal School
Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Mollie Grady

Artist Statement: This piece represents the struggle that many young girls go through every day. Eating
disorders affect many young girls, yet they are not talked about as openly as they should be. This work depicts

the pressure many girls feel to fit the beauty standards set by society. Many times, girls feel they need to

choose between eating and not eating to maintain a certain size. By encouraging conversations about this, I
can help people become more open and expressive about their feelings.
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Our Similarities
Amazing things
happen when the
world works together.
John Courtney

6th Grade, Paul Laurance Dunbar Middle School
Fort Myers, Florida
Teacher: Holly Rose
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Iryna Kazakova
Zaporozhye, Ukraine

Artist Statement: This illustration shows that, despite our differences in appearance, character, culture,
nationality, there is always something that unites us and makes similar. It can be either a trifle or something
important for us.
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The Mammoths
The past can never be
rewritten; however, in the
present we hold the pen
that writes the future.
Kristen Adams

11th Grade, Sarasota High School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Michael Havener
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Denis Podgorny
Stavropol, Russia

Artist Statement: My drawing shows that although the mammoths died out many years ago, they left an
eternal trace in nature. The infant in the hands of a young woman symbolizes new life, and that life is a cycle
from birth to death. Nothing disappears in nature. This is a part of embracing our differences.
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People are Onions
Diversity is what
keeps the world
interesting, so why do
we let it tear us apart?
David Pfeil

8th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Lindsay Marks
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Jean Dinco
Cavite, Philippines

Artist Statement: If we can peel away the layers of race, religion, color of skin, disability, sexual orientation

and gender identity, we will know how close we really are to each other. Let’s peel away the crust of racism
and discrimination so we can reach the core of acceptance and love.
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We cannot be at home
with hate and expect
to live in peace.

The World
Educates Us
Maryam Seifollahi Bazarjani
Tehran, Iran

Artist Statement: No one is safe from misfortune. The world educates us by reflecting the outcomes of

Mercy Ikuri

our acts to ourselves. Maybe we lose the things we are proud of and become like those we humiliated. The
distance between “having” and “losing” is as far as an incident.

Mwea, Kenya
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Thumbs Up
I saw a smile and I
smiled too.

Judith Carlin
New York, New York

Artist Statement: “Thumbs Up” is my invitation for people to explore the world, experience new adventures,

Jenniffer Twu
Toronto, Canada

meet new people and celebrate our differences. The more we travel, the more people we meet, the more

cultures we see up close, the more we will realize we’re not that different. We have to stop seeing people
unfamiliar to us as the other. We may look different, eat different food, have different passions, but we are

all the same in many ways. We want to be loved. We want our loved ones to have a roof over their heads,
enough food to eat, to be safe, to be healthy and to be happy. “Thumbs Up” is a celebratory painting about
what it means to be human.
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Partnership
We are better united
as one, rather than
divided as many.
Rebecca Hicks

Rekha Jha
Badlapur, India

Artist Statement: We all are interdependent. We all are at last just a soul. We need others to survive. So, we
all must take care of ourselves and others. We all are partners in the journey called life.

7th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Laura Segreto
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Afghan Refugee
Books are like people, if
you judge them by their
cover you may never
know the story.
Mia Amdur

5th Grade, The Out-of-Door Academy
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Martha Gulacsy
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Shahab Naseri
Sanandaj, Iran

Artist Statement: The 8-year-old Afghan Del Agha has placed his little brother in an old school-bag after the

work was done. In the past decades, following long wars, insecurity, and lack of employment in Afghanistan,
many Afghans have been forced to migrate to Iran. According to the Ministry of Refugees and Returnees

of Afghanistan, about two million Afghan refugees live in Iran, among whom one million and 400 thousand
still lack legal immigration documents.
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how
Best in S
Student

You do not choose who
you are, but what you
become.
Peter Sheehan

8th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Lindsay Marks
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United in a Quest
for Knowledge
Anna Wright
7th Grade, Louise R. Johnson Middle School
Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Jeannie Mendez
Artist Statement: All my life I have taken things for granted, but when I was introduced to Embracing

Our Differences, my eyes were opened. I learned about places that are very different from my home.
Everyone is different, and the meaning of different is so much more than a word to me. We all come from
different backgrounds, yet we can be friends. We have different beliefs, but we have things in common. I
want to embrace that and show that we are all different, but we can unite to make a better world.
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Work like a Woman
We can’t change
the past, so let’s
change the future.
Christopher Nicola
Sarasota, Florida

54

Anna Lazzara
9th Grade, Sarasota High School
Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Debra Markley

Artist Statement: My piece represents gender equality in government and the workplace. Throughout
history, women have worked tirelessly to break the stereotype that they are judged by. The people in

this image are supposed to represent government officials. Obviously, one of them is in bright red heels.
It shows that women, too, can have a big voice when it comes to leading and decision-making. In the
U.S., most government positions are filled by men, but I believe women are just as capable of leading.
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Blood for Life
A big heart
makes a big life.

Ade Milhad
West Jakarta, Indonesia

Artist Statement: Blood is blind. It will never ask where you are from, what your race is, or what your religion is.

Ojingiri Hannah

We can, together, save a billion lives around the world by donating our blood. We may have different skin colors,
but the blood is red. We were all born different, but we are united through our humanity.

Ilorin, Nigeria
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Now What?
Be a bridge of
acceptance over an
ocean of inequality.
Luka Perry

6th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Kim Farrell
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Lisa Rosenmeier
Savannah, Georgia

Artist Statement: I use animals, in an allegory manner, to further explore and express human nature. This
painting is an allegory about immigration, migration or colonization. It asks what do we do when someone
new shows up and what will they do? History has shown that sometimes the strangers are welcomed with
open arms and other times they are chastised. Yet, there are times in history that have shown that it is the

newcomer who is the aggressor. Using symbolism based on the European move to the Americas, it still
transcends time and place.
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An Act of Kindness
Empathy, compassion,
and kindness can heal
the wounds of the soul.

Chalita Amornchaipiriyakul
Bangyai, Thailand

Artist Statement: Not every life is born lucky. It is the reality of this cruel world. Like stray animals born

Dena Sturm
Bradenton, Florida

60

without decent food or shelter, some have been abandoned and left behind to defend themselves. But every

life is equal. We can make the world a better place with just a small act of kindness. My artwork illustrates
a little girl who found an abandoned puppy on the verge of death sitting alone in a pile of garbage. Being a
kind-hearted girl, she took the puppy under her care. By passing her love forward, the girl got a loyal friend
with whom she shares an unbreakable bond. The sky has never shone brighter.
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Best in S

Quote

Have the courage
to stand up for
what’s right, and
have the wisdom to
sit down and talk.
Seth Morano

12th Grade, Booker High School
Sarasota, Florida
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Thinker
Wesam Khalil
Behera, Egypt

Artist Statement: We’re constantly bombarded by the opinions and judgments of those around us. Peer

pressure can make us lose sight of our own points of view. Ultimately, we all need to think for ourselves and
not blindly follow the crowd. By making up our own minds, we can all find our own true path.
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Illustrious Mirror
Be a mirror and reflect
who you are and not who
you wish to be.
Sophia Villaveces

8th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Colleen Joiner
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Dimple Pancholi
Vadodara, India

Artist Statement: Mirror, mirror on the wall. Is your self-image accurate or distorted at all? Our sense of

self can often be as distorted as the reflection in a fun house mirror. Self-awareness means just that. Not an
inflated ego, or self-loathing, but a calm acceptance of the real you inside.
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A drop of
love kills an
ocean of hate.
Luka Valdivia

6th Grade, Pine View School
Osprey, Florida
Teacher: Fran Squires
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We are all One
in our Struggle
Kathryn De Young
Manatee Technical College
Lakewood Ranch, Florida
Teacher: Marina Proskurina

Artist Statement: This piece represents to me the embodiment of the quote “We are all one in our struggle...

only egos, beliefs, and fears separate us.” I wanted to show with this piece that there is no difference between
us, the struggles are real for us all.
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Points of View
Listen to others, for
their opinion might
change your perspective
on the world.
Mia Woodman

6th Grade, Pine View School
Osprey, Florida
Teacher: Fran Squires

Davide Nolfo
Turin, Italy

Artist Statement: Just put yourself in the shoes of other people from different cultures, religions, countries to
begin to understand some customs and attitudes that often make us afraid, just because we don’t know them

in depth. What’s different, strange, unusual, indefinite often creates barriers between us and others. Human

beings sometimes close themselves in their certainties, avoiding uncertainties by neglecting new stimuli from
the outside. If it were possible to change our attitude we would learn a lot from each other and we would be

better able to adapt to new circumstances. This work strives to express this. The dove, a symbol of freedom

and peace, stands at the same level as the bat, a symbol of darkness and the unknown. On this perspective,
the dove has the same point of view of the bat and begins to understand it better, despite the initial distrust.
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Be the blanket on
someone else’s
cold night.

Where Are
You Mother?
Mithail Afrige Chowdhury
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Artist Statement: He is a street child. There is no one to feed him when he is hungry, no one to wipe his tears

Trishia Guevara

when he is hurt, no one to comfort him when he is in fear. There is no one in this world to love him. He often
thinks, would the world still be that rude if he had his mother with him?

Antipolo, Philippines
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Dance
Be brave, be
strong, and most
importantly, be you.
Marina Atwell

4th Grade, The Out-of-Door Academy
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Martha Gulacsy
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Jenniffer Twu
Toronto, Ontario

Artist Statement: My cousins, two boys age 3 and 4, were in a sea of little girls in ballet class. They were

different and even at a young age, they felt awkward dancing. But the girls welcomed them with delight.
Years later, one became a graphic artist and the other one never stopped dancing. One could have given up

early or never start at all. Just because you’re different, it does not have to stop you from doing new things.
In the end, you just might succeed!
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Inner Beauty
Age, gender, race, and
address don’t matter to
Mother Nature. She
shines and rains on us all.

Liliia Sydorenko
Sumy, Ukraine

Artist Statement: Differences between the poor and the rich can be deceptive. The poor, too, can bring beauty

Joanna Fox

and kindness to this world. Everyone can open up and show their inner beauty.

Bradenton, Florida
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Overcome
Your strength doesn’t
come from your size or
your height, it comes
from the kindness inside
your heart.
Lillian Martin

6th Grade, Pine View School
Osprey, Florida
Teacher: Fran Squires
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Marysa Martel
8th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Brooks Tracey

Artist Statement: I wanted to create a powerful image about how someone could take their extreme

disadvantage and embrace it and face it. My artwork depicts an amputee boy who is both running and
winning a race against other runners who have both of their legs. My objective is to show how we can use our

disadvantages in life and accept them and grow from them. In this case, this boy is embracing the differences
he is faced with and using it as strength to win and move forward.
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The Odd Couple
A lifetime of
friendship can
start with a hello.
Ashby Thompson

6th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Kim Farrell
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Brooks Tracey
Sarasota, Florida

Artist Statement: This unique couple will not be brought down, as they enjoy their stroll around town. You
might think they don’t go together, but that won’t stop them from enjoying the weather. Maybe they’re not in
a spot you’d expect. Maybe you should take time to reflect. Just because they may seem out of place, doesn’t
mean we can’t share this space. Society could learn a lot from these two, their relationship is fair, honest, and
true. Their love for each other is not an illusion, this odd couple is a model of inclusion.
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Being mean is easy.
Standing up for
someone takes courage.
Tyler Ellerson

5th Grade, The Out-of-Door Academy
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Martha Gulacsy
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Humanity
Threatened
Christopher Hemp
7th Grade, Louise R. Johnson Middle School
Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Dr. Suzanne Jarrell
Artist Statement: People are so used to using their phone to record what’s in front of them that they’re often
missing experiencing what’s right in front of them. I wanted to show the absurdity of the need to be present

on social media at the expense of our basic humanity—helping someone in trouble. I feel it’s necessary to

show people what they are becoming to help them change. I made the person needing help a different color
because not only is social media a problem, but racial equality is also a major issue.
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An open eye sees. An
open mind understands.
An open heart accepts.

Adult

One World One Heart
Anna Zigel

Trishia Guevara

Boyarka, Ukraine

Antipolo, Philippines

Artist Statement: Oil 60/40. With my work I wanted to show the viewer that every person on the planet has

a loving heart. All people are beautiful in their own way, different on the outside and the same on the inside.
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Defiance in the face of
malicious bigotry shows
true strength.
Seth Morano

12th Grade, Booker High School
Sarasota, Florida

The Greensboro
Sit-In
Naquee White
Greensboro, North Carolina

Artist Statement: I wanted to convey a message about racial equality and black history, so I made a silhouette

of a famous photo from the Civil Rights Movement. The photo is from the sit-in held at the Woolworth’s

lunch counter on February 1, 1960, in Greensboro. It shows four African-American college students taking
a stand for racial equality by sitting at a “Whites Only” lunch counter. This was the perfect picture for me to

use because the four males were students of North Carolina Agricultural & Technical State University, the

school I currently attend. I decided to keep the color scheme black and white to better reflect the era. I added
the last names of each student on different parts of their bodies. I also added words throughout the photo
to give the audience a clue of what was going on during this time in U.S. history. The “Whites Only” text in
black is intended to be ironic.
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If People Knew
We’re all looking for
something in the world,
but prejudice is a wall
that blocks our view.
Jovanni Moore Ayaia

7th Grade, Louise R. Johnson Middle School
Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Ariadna Fitzgerald
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Brynne-Lei Radcliffe
12th Grade, Booker High School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Alyson Evans

Artist Statement: This piece was created to inspire people to view each other as complex, three-dimensional
beings. My intention is to influence people to look beyond the surface because the first appearance can

often deceive. I’ve been the victim of people deciding who I am without ever knowing me. Many times, I’ve
wanted to convince people that I am more than meets the eye. My hope is that, through this piece, people
will be more inclined to see beyond surfaces and and further into the many layers that make us human.
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Why Me?
If we wont stop
racism, who will?
Stuart McFall

8th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Colleen Joiner
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Nikki Marceus
12th Grade, Booker High School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Alyson Evans

Artist Statement: My artwork was made with paint and a Sharpie. It shows a dark-skinned girl surrounded

by negative comments she’s heard over her lifetime. The reason I drew this work was because, for years, I

have been told these things by people, and I started to believe them, which made me depressed about myself.
I’m still struggling to not let those comments enter my belief system, because I know that I am beautiful

and worthy. Just drawing this was a big move for me because I have kept this hurt to myself. Embracing our
Differences is something I take pride in.
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The Consolation of
the Dunce
Help the silent
find their voice.
Zoey Malkovich

5th Grade, Gilbert W. McNeal Elementary School
Lakewood Ranch, Florida
Teacher: Alice Lander
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Oscar Arcila
Medellín, Columbia

Artist Statement: This drawing is a critical reflection on discrimination and psychological abuse in the
context of the school. The consolation of the dunce is that possibility of overcoming with the passage of
time, symbolized here with the snail, and showing that there is no single way to learn and understand life.
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Not Asking for It
Accept yourself.
Embrace who you are.
Own your life.
Kristen Adams

11th Grade, Sarasota High School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Michael Havener
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Kerin Lynch
12th Grade, Booker High School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Alyson Evans

Artist Statement: This piece was created using watercolor, acrylic and ink. It depicts a lone clothing rack

with three different outfits, ranging in modesty. I created this work because it’s common to blame women’s
clothing choices for the harassment they receive. As a woman myself, I’ve had to opt out of wearing things

that show “too much skin” to protect my own safety. As a society, I feel we should stop blaming victims of
harassment and stop objectifying women. I chose to base my artwork on this subject because I believe it to
be a problem that affects society around the globe.
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Social Suicide
Be the hand you wished
had helped you, the ears
you wished had listened
and the voice you wished
had stood up for you.

Adam Friedman
8th Grade, Louise R. Johnson Middle School
Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Dr. Suzanne Jarrell

Artist Statement: Studies and news reports show that there can be a direct link between suicide from cyber

Gayathri Tp
Palakkad, India

bullying. This work represents people who hang themselves because of cyber bullying. The phone represents
the person committing suicide and that it happens via social media. The headphones act as a noose hanging

from the ceiling. I believe that cyber bullying is a serious issue that needs to be resolved. Bullies think that if
they aren’t saying it face-to-face, it won’t affect the person, but everyone has their breaking point no matter
how you bully.

If you need help, text 741741 from anywhere in the USA to text with a trained Crisis Counselor or
call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-8255.
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Dogs of Diversity
Alone you can
imagine, together
you can create.
Ashling O’Driscoll

Freya Bennett-Brinkmann
Swansea, United Kingdom

Artist Statement: The artwork shows the diverse range of dogs that represent people of different shapes and
sizes, arranged in the form of rugby players because they have a wide range of diverse players.

5th Grade, Gilbert W. McNeal Elementary School
Lakewood Ranch, Florida
Teacher: Alice Lander
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An ounce of love can
cure a pound of hatred.

Every Mother’s
Child
Roberta Schlesinger
Elkin Park, Pennsylvania

Artist Statement: In 2005, my husband and I were living and working in Sarasota, FL. We had a dear

Donna Mae Galaez
Iloilo City, Philippines

friend who was a foster parent, she told us about the need for loving families to foster children. We thought
this would be a good thing for us to do, so we did. You may know a thing intellectually, but not know it

emotionally. Of course, I always believed that all children deserve love and care, all children deserve a chance,
and everyone deserves equality. But it wasn’t until I became a caregiver for children who had not had an

equal start in life, that I fully internalized just how important equality is, for our future, for our humanity.
My beautiful daughter was adopted through foster care. We didn’t plan to adopt, but the stars aligned and

our sweet child became part of our family. This mixed media collage, “Every Mother’s Child” (after Gustave

Klimt) is for mothers, foster mothers, grandmothers, and caregivers - but it is especially dedicated to children.
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What Color?
A blank canvas is like
the world without color,
you need all the colors to
make it a masterpiece.
Emma Martin

6th Grade, Pine View School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Linda Lyons
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Clifford McDonald
Sarasota, Florida

Artist Statement: I’m extremely grateful for the gift of art. It’s a blessing to be able to create, inspire and
bring joy to others. I don’t focus on one particular subject, but I believe I’m at my best when I produce work
that takes a critical view on social/cultural issues. This piece, entitled “What Color?” addresses interracial

relationships. Although it’s accepted, some people still frown upon individuals dating outside their own race.
I created this piece to speak to those people, as well as anyone in an interracial relationship. We get so caught
up on race, gender, orientation, etc. Ultimately, all that matters is love.
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Strong Love
An open heart and an
open mind will open
countless doors.

Tao Owen
4th Grade, B.D. Gullett Elementary School
Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Melissa Raynor

Artist Statement: Some people think if you commit a crime, you will never heal. But you can never be afraid

Adam Ratner

to love someone, even if they did bad stuff, you can always love. After all, love is the strongest thing in the
world.

Sarasota, Florida
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Consumed
Let me be the person
I am, not the person
you want me to be.

Kaley Rio
11th Grade, Booker High School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Jeffery Cornwell

Artist Statement: My intention was to capture a literal sense of consumerism. I portrayed monster-like

Terrance Reilly
Port Charlotte, Florida

makeup products as a representation of the way companies tend to eat away at consumers’ insecurities or

manipulate their needs to sell more products. By using labels such as “You NEED me!” or “EVERYBODY
has this!” companies manipulate customers into believing they truly need a certain product when, in
retrospect, they can survive without it. I chose this topic because the topic is not often discussed among

young people. The younger generation has become desensitized to consumerism—especially when the
media portrays “perfection” as a standard you can buy at a store. It’s important that younger people know that

perfection is self-defined and doesn’t come in packages or have a price. Don’t let yourself be eaten alive by
consumerism or societal pressures to be “perfect.”
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Let It Grow
How can we
continue to grow if
we continue to hate?

Tatiana Gaskin
11th Grade, Booker High School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Jeffery Cornwell

Artist Statement: With acceptance of diversity, everyone and everything would be closer to a state of peace.

Carson Vibbert
Sarasota, Florida
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My work depicts a gardenscape with two sides divided by a fence; on one side colorful flora is being nurtured

and thrives, and on the other, the plantings are dry and vapid with purposeful neglect. The colorful flora
represents acceptance and nurturing of differences with the world’s diversity; the dry, vapid side represents

hate and close-mindedness from those who can’t accept the beauty and joy diversity brings. There is hope,
though, if we tend to and nurture our differences—showing others how to create a world full of beauty.
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Remembering Carol Poteat-Buchanan
Carol Poteat-Buchanan was a celebrated philanthropist, education advocate, and beloved champion
of human rights. She was also Embracing Our Differences’ co-founder and longtime board member.
During her almost 30 years as an educator, Carol taught junior high school, rose to be a high
school principal, and then became an administrator for New York City schools. She and her late
husband, a musicologist named Dr. S. Carroll Buchanan, moved to Sarasota in 1992. A few years
later, she met Dennis and Graci McGillicuddy and, with them, founded Embracing Our Differences.
Carol was a resilient and determined person who never got tired of giving back to the community in as many
ways as she could. She was fiercely passionate about promoting the values of diversity, inclusion and respect.
EOD’s board chair Dennis McGillicuddy remembers that she was, “as selfless
a person as you could ever meet,” who drew tremendous strength from her
core values. “She was just an absolutely extraordinary, extraordinary person
who everyone would listen to because you always knew something positive
would come from her ideas and insights,” says longtime friend and fellow
board member, Graci McGillicuddy. “She was a quiet, wonderful, powerful
force of good in the world. You couldn’t help but adore and respect her.”
Embracing Our Differences wouldn’t exist today without Carol’s vision, guidance
and remarkable passion. We are forever grateful for her dedication and already
miss her dearly.
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Submit Your Art

Submit Your Quote

We invite you to participate in creating a society that is more
inclusive for all. Consider submitting an original work of art and
know that you are helping to create an inclusive community where
differences are celebrated.

Personal thoughts that accompany each work of art provide our
community a chance to voice their thoughts and ideas on the
importance of diversity and inclusion. The combination of
visual art and the written word adds a deeper dimension to the
overall experience.

For complete details about this juried exhibit, including available cash prizes, and to make submissions,
visit us online at EmbracingOurDifferences.org

Support the Exhibit
There are many opportunities available to support the Embracing
Our Differences exhibit and our education initiatives. Please
consider a gift to help us create a community where differences
are embraced and individuality is celebrated.
Visit us at EmbracingOurDifferences.org for more information
and to make a donation.
COEXISTENCE, INC. MEETS ALL REQUIREMENTS SPECIFIED BY THE FLORIDA SOLICITATION OF
CONTRIBUTIONS ACT. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION
MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE
1-800-HELP-FLA OR ONLINE AT www.FloridaConsumerHelp.com, REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY
ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. REGISTRATION NO. CH19398.
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“This experience planted seeds for thought about kindness and
tolerance, and enabled my students to enjoy a day of learning
beyond the classroom walls.”
- 3rd Grade Teacher

Quotation Sponsors

“That field trip was super fun. It really changed my
personality a lot. I have gone every year and it just keeps
– 5th Grade Student
getting better.”
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