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Embracing Our Differences

OUR MISSION & VISION 
Through the transformative power of the arts, we educate 
and inspire to create a better world. We envision a world 
that embraces diversity, respects differences and actively 
rejects hatred and prejudice.
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A MESSAGE FROM BOARD MEMBER CHRISTINA DE GUIA, M.D.
As EOD’s newest board member, I am 
honored to share a few words with you.

This year has been challenging. COVID-19 
has tested our resolve and changed the ways 
in which we interact with others. It’s been 
especially hard on children, who have had 
to forgo so many of the activities they love, 
including being with friends, celebrating 
birthdays, playing sports and engaging in 
extra-curricular school activities. 

This decreased connection with others 
is taking its toll.  As a psychiatrist, I’m 
seeing more children expressing feelings 
of loneliness, anxiety and fear. While there 
is a glimmer of hope with the news of the 
vaccine, it still could take time before we can 
be together in larger groups and feel safe. 

Parents and caregivers find it difficult to see 
their kids distraught. It’s easier to tell their 
children not to worry than to explain the 
harsh realities of the situation. Our instinct 
is to protect children from our fears and 

worries. But children are part of the larger 
online world and see and understand more 
than we realize. 

Children don’t always have the words to 
express how they feel. Many might not 
know how to handle their disappointment 
and confusion—and that can manifest in 
aggressive and even destructive behaviors.

That is why this exhibit is so important. 
The art and quotes are used as tools to 
spark discussion. Every year, dozens of 
high school docents, who are members of 
our Coexistence Clubs, serve as guides for 
thousands of students who visit the exhibit 
every year. With planted seeds of inquiry, 
docents help younger students discover 
their own understanding of acceptance, 
connection and empathy. In this way, art 
helps children express their anxieties, fears, 
hopes and joys.

The EOD team has worked vigilantly to 
bring their programs online and create virtual 

forums for all our educational programs, 
including this exhibit. During November’s 
“Bucket Fillers Reading Day,” hundreds of 
volunteers shared stories with children in 
a safe manner via the Zoom and YouTube 
platforms. It filled many buckets in so many 
ways—and enhanced intergenerational 
connections. 

And we need this right now. We need to feel 
close without getting physically close. We 
need to feel understood when we cannot 
find our own words. We need to find small 
ways to connect with others to 
feel human. EOD can help 
us find our light at the end 
of the tunnel. 

Christina de Guia, M.D.
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THE EXHIBIT
The centerpiece of Embracing Our Differences is a juried, outdoor 
art exhibit featuring 50 billboard-sized images created by local, 
national and international artists, writers and students reflecting 
their interpretations of the theme “enriching lives through 
diversity.” The exhibit welcomed 388,000 visitors this past year, 
bringing total attendance, since 2004, to more than 3.3 million.

EDUCATION INITIATIVES
Our education initiatives represent the most important aspect of our 
efforts. Students participate year-round in a variety of activities based 
upon a well-planned curriculum of art appreciation, social emotional 
learning and diversity education. Our education initiatives include:

• Free Field Trips
• Make-A-Day Of It!
• Bucket Fillers Reading Day &  

Embracing Our Differences  
Reading Day

• In the Classroom
• Unity Day

• Student Docent Program
• Coexistence Clubs
• Art Intensive Teacher Workshop
• Education Ambassador Program
• Lesson Plans
• Community Collaborations

 
Independent evaluations, as well as our own internal evaluations, have 
consistently shown that teachers rate the Embracing Our Differences’ 
education initiatives as “outstanding” or “very good” and as “meaningful 
and beneficial” experiences for their students.

“I love this experience with my students. These are the lessons that 
I hope they hold on to as they go through life!”

- 5th Grade Teacher

“Excellent exhibition of awareness and remembrance 
of our dignity and humanity.”

- Exhibit Visitor

 
“The exhibit is such a wonderful addition to the 
culture of Sarasota and teaches an invaluable lesson 
to adults and kids.”

- Exhibit Visitor
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“I just had about the best time I’ve had in six months. I 
loved every minute of it and thank you all for your hard 
work making this happen! I want to do this every day!”

– Volunteer Reader 

“This was an incredible program; they loved reading the 
book while having a special guest read to us. The students 
and I loved our reader!” 

– 3rd Grade Teacher

FREE FIELD TRIPS
Each year, our sponsors generously support in-person and virtual opportunities for students to experience our exhibit and 
participate in diversity education programs with partner organizations. This has become a signature of our education efforts with 
tens of thousands of students benefiting each school year.

MAKE-A-DAY OF IT!
Students who visit the exhibit in-person or virtually are provided the 
opportunity to continue their experience with one of our community partners 
including Asolo Rep, The Florida Holocaust Museum, Florida Studio Theatre, 
Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, Mote Marine Laboratory, Sarasota Film 
Festival, The Ringling Museum of Art, Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall and 
Westcoast Black Theatre Troupe.

“Even first graders were recognizing what the artist was trying to convey 
through art. Sometimes they would make comments about how a person in 
the picture was feeling and why before I even asked a question!”

- 1st Grade Teacher

 
“My students were extremely appreciative and it broadened their knowledge 
and cultural capacity immensely.”

- 7th Grade Teacher

14,300 810 classrooms & 93 schools
students reached in

491 volunteer readers

BUCKET FILLERS READING DAY &  
EMBRACING OUR DIFFERENCES READING DAY
For the past eight years, we have coordinated thousands of 
volunteers to read to students in Sarasota and Manatee counties. 
This year, in partnership with the Suncoast Campaign for Grade-
Level Reading and an anonymous family foundation, more than 
15,100 books selected to stimulate conversations on diversity, 
inclusion and respect for others were provided to local students.

IN THE CLASSROOM
Each year, thousands of local students spend time creating art 
and quotations for submission to our annual competition. Each 
student benefits through the creation process, engaging in critical 
thinking while developing an enhanced sense of self-esteem and 
social skills.
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ART INTENSIVE TEACHER WORKSHOP
This intensive is designed to reinvigorate educators’ teaching 
practices while inspiring their art integration skills in all 
subject areas. In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
our most recent intensive brought together 41 visual arts 
teachers virtually for two days and six powerful, interactive 
presentations. Collectively, this year’s participants are 
responsible for more than 12,700 students in Sarasota, 
Manatee and Charlotte counties. 

EDUCATION AMBASSADOR PROGRAM
This year-long program is designed to empower teachers 
to bring the messages of Embracing Our Differences into 
their classrooms and schools in new and innovative ways. 
Participants become the EOD experts at their schools and 
work toward creating more inclusive and respectful school 
cultures.

LESSON PLANS
Prepared under the supervision of curriculum development 
specialists from the Sarasota County School District, our age-
appropriate teacher lesson plans and virtual lesson webisodes 
address applicable learning intentions and success criteria 
expected of every student while engaging students in our 
core values: diversity, inclusion, integrity and respect.

Scan to Explore the Embracing Our 
Differences Virtual Lessons Library

TEACHERS PARTICIPATED 
IN OUR EDUCATION 
INITIATIVES LAST YEAR1,032

“It was so helpful to have materials which led to further 
discussions with my students.”

– Elementary School Teacher

“This workshop was a good blend of philosophy and 
practical application. I was able to relate to each of the 
presenters, and I feel inspired and energized to work with 
my students to create transformative art.” 

– Middle School Teacher

UNITY DAY
Under the direction of a trained facilitator, high school students 
participate in powerful, full-day team-building exercises that 
encourage compassion and empathy while fostering inclusive school 
environments.

STUDENT DOCENT PROGRAM
High school docents serve as guides for thousands of students who 
experience our exhibit every year. Through guided exploration, virtually 
or in-person, docents help younger students arrive at realizations of 
their own about diversity and acceptance. 

COEXISTENCE CLUBS
These dynamic high school service clubs promote Embracing Our 
Differences’ vision through the lens of a high school student. Club 
members work together to transform their school culture and create a 
climate where students feel safe and included.

“Our docent was excellent at explaining the artwork and making it 
age appropriate for our first graders.”

-1st Grade Teacher 
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BY THE NUMBERS
THE EXHIBIT 
Our annual art exhibit inspires visitors to  
cultivate a community of diversity and inclusion.

Thank you to our  
volunteers in 2020

EDUCATION INITIATIVES
Education initiatives allow our local students 
to experience field trips, curriculum and art 
education that promote kindness and respect.

388,000 105,8073,308,000
515

visitors in 2020 submissions since 2005visitors since 2004

36,147 3,162
students participated in our  
education initiatives in 2020

students participated in the  
Make-A-Day-Of-It! Program in 2020

15,912 
2021 Art and Quotation 
submissions from...

128
countries

412
schools

48
states

810 93 49115,110
classrooms schoolsbooks donated volunteers

155
high school 

docents

3,189
students benefiting 
from docent tours

285
club  

members

DOCENT PROGRAM &  
COEXISTENCE CLUBS



1313

PAGE 46

PAGE 26

PAGE 36

PAGE 58

PAGE 38

PAGE 28

PAGE 50PAGE 48

PAGE 56 PAGE 60

PAGE 40

PAGE 30

PAGE 52

PAGE 62

PAGE 42

PAGE 32

PAGE 54

PAGE 64

PAGE 16 PAGE 18 PAGE 20 PAGE 22 PAGE 24

PAGE 44

PAGE 34

14

PAGE 96

PAGE 76

PAGE 86

PAGE 66

PAGE 106

PAGE 98

PAGE 78

PAGE 88

PAGE 68

PAGE 108

PAGE 90

PAGE 100

PAGE 80

PAGE 70

PAGE 110

PAGE 92

PAGE 82

PAGE 72

PAGE 102

PAGE  112

PAGE 74

PAGE 94

PAGE 84

PAGE 104

PAGE  114



1615

Cary, North Carolina

Catelyn Meyer

“Broaden your mind and 
open your ears because you 
never know whose story has 
the ability to change you.”

Artist Statement: My photo depicts a grandmother and her granddaughter 

at a celebration of the Kurdish New Year in the village of Besaran in the 

Kurdistan Province of Iran. This piece is about the differences between a 

grandmother and her grandchild as they cross generations and watch the 

ceremony together.

Sanandaj, Iran

Salar Arkan

The Differences
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Artist Statement: I wanted to portray an unlikely hero helping an older 

individual cross a city street. The piece is made up of individual assets that were 

sketched, inked and scanned digitally to be placed and colored together.

11th Grade, Pine View School
Osprey, Florida

Teacher: Jessica Hentges

Sarah Sensenbrenner

“The way you make 
others feel is how they will 

remember you.”
University of Kansas

Lawrence, Kansas

Clayton Southard

Helping Hand
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Artist Statement: I designed this so that the viewer has an opportunity to see 

through the eyes of the person being abused for whatever reason (color, creed, 

race, religion, sexual orientation, etc.) and feel inspired to treat everybody with 

compassion and kindness.

Sarasota, Florida

Irene Nicola

“Stop pointing a finger and 
start lending a hand.”

Kingsbridge, United Kingdom

Karen Lawrence

This Is How I See It
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12th Grade, Henry M. Gunn High School
Palo Alto, California

Sarah Siemsgluess

“An oppressive society 
forces its citizens to be 

the same. An empowering 
society protects its citizens’ 

right to be different.”

Artist Statement: This piece explores ideas of cultural representation in 

the world of history and art by depicting the complex relationship between 

traditional European works of art and the actual diversity of the real world. 

The first figure represents a classical Greek goddess. The latter symbolizes 

a woman in an outfit inspired by traditional Nigerian fashion. Both are set 

against a background influenced by those stereotypically seen in European 

Renaissance paintings. The piece aims to create a sense of coexistence 

between the two figures; their similar silhouettes suggest that they are not as 

different as we might assume. The image of a woman of an underrepresented 

ethnicity stands as an equal counterpart, challenging our traditional views of 

art and demonstrating the interdependence and unity of society today.

12th Grade, Stratford Girls’ Grammar School

 Royal Leamington Spa, United Kingdom

Evelyn Homewood

Unity
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“We are not remembered 
for what we have in life, but 

for what we have given.”

Sarasota, Florida

Clifford McDonald

Artist Statement: Towering skyscraper buildings dominating the skyline 

stand in contrast to the stilt houses lining the waterside. It’s a true picture of the 

widening gap between rich and poor in our society. Recent studies show that 

more than 80 percent of the world’s population lives in countries where income 

differentials are widening. It’s a sad truth that the more developed a country 

becomes, the larger its income gap grows. This disparity inspired me to create 

this painting. I hope it will promote public awareness about the widening 

division between rich and poor. I encourage our community to help enrich the 

lives of our poor brethren and lessen that deep divide between us.

Teody Boylie Perez
Davao City, Philippines

Contrast of Life
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Artist Statement: I created this piece to encourage kids (especially 

teenagers) to just be themselves. Embrace all of your differences, from your 

background, to your appearance, to where you come from. It’s what makes 

you who you are, and what makes you unique. The piece should inspire 

people to be comfortable with themselves and just be different, whatever that 

means to them.

7th Grade, Sarasota School of Arts & Sciences
Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Brian Hubbard

Emilia Marr

“Anyone can fit in,  
but it takes true courage  

to stand out.”
West Hartford, Connecticut

Corey Pane

Be Dif’rent
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Artist Statement: My artwork represents the beauty standards pushed 

upon young women in today’s society. Being thin is equated with health and 

beauty, and many girls try to achieve this using dangerous methods. I wanted 

to bring attention to the rise of eating disorders and other harmful techniques 

young girls use to look like the models who are represented in magazines, 

Instagram and other venues of advertising.

11th Grade, Pine View School
Osprey, Florida

Teacher: Christopher Pauling

Jude Kolesar

“You can’t begin to fix 
something if you  

refuse to acknowledge  
that it’s broken.”

12th Grade, Sarasota High School

Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Anita Wexler

Maya Rudo

Honesty in Advertising
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8th Grade, Booker Middle School
Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Joanna Fox

Benjamin McDonald

“You see the cover of my 
life, but do you see  

the pages of my story?”

Smethwick, United Kingdom

Aysha Shaikh

Treasures of Time

Artist Statement: My art symbolizes the elderly in our society and reflects 

the inevitable stage in a human’s life cycle. The contrast in color (the people are 

black and white, while the jewelry is in color) expresses the idea that objects 

outlive the people who wear and use them. Each individual’s most prized 

possession is featured expressing the beauty of individuality. The woman in 

this piece is my grandmother. The map behind her shows her travels and her 

Pakistani sari shows her origins in contrast to the man’s clothing, which is an 

expression of western culture. Their weathered skin and rough wrinkles link 

with the map’s background revealing the treks these individuals embarked on 

during their youth. These two individuals represent the community of elderly 

people who often fear what the future may bring for them.
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Artist Statement: The traditional Madhubani style of painting emerges 

from the Mithila region in India and employs natural colors on mud walls. The 

paintings were made by women and usually depicted religious practices, 

mythology or scenes from everyday life. I have tried to experiment with this folk 

art to create illustrations of modern women, breaking stereotypes. I have used 

the contrast of traditional styles with modern elements to nudge viewers into 

questioning ‘WHY NOT?’

6th Grade, Pine View School
Osprey, Florida

Teacher: Stacy Burkett

Izabella Pereira-Vera

“Be who you want to be,  
NOT who others expect  

you to be.”

Chennai, India

Srishti Singh

Why not?
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Artist Statement: To me, the concept of “embracing our differences” means 

showing off what’s unique about yourself. My piece depicts a little girl standing 

in front of an aisle of dolls advertised to look like the person buying them. 

Through my work, I attempt to highlight the little struggles people of color go 

through every day.

Tyrone, Georgia

Kimberly Boyd

“Social equality cannot be 
achieved if the folks making 
the decisions all look alike.”

7th Grade, Sarasota Middle School

Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Brooks Tracey

 Emily Norris

Small Struggles

BEST IN SHOW

ST U D E N T
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Maputsoe, Lesotho

Mammatli Molefi
Artist Statement: To quote Helen Keller, “Although the world is full of 

suffering, it is also full of the overcoming of it.” I participated in a disabled 

children’s rally where I witnessed this wonderful scene of a deaf and mute girl 

guiding a blind boy. It reminds me that none of us are perfect, and we all need 

different skills and ways of thinking to solve complex contemporary problems. 

There is so much to learn just by observing those who depend on each other 

like these two.

“Disability is a different  
kind of ability.”

Kolkata, India

Sudip Maiti

We Shall Overcome
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Artist Statement: This piece is part of a series to counter the negative way 

immigrants are portrayed in the media. They’re often depicted as stereotypically 

undesirable people who are a peril to us all. The reality is that we all benefit 

from immigrants’ contributions because they’ve helped build the America we 

know today. Most of my work explores the human condition and how we’re 

affected by time and emotions. I base my work on portraits of people who 

came to the United States at the turn of the century through Ellis Island and 

Angel Island. Native Americans are also included because they were forced 

to live as foreigners in their own land. African-Americans are presented as 

unwilling immigrants in the New World. The goal of my work is to spark a 

conversation about diversity, acceptance and understanding. I want the viewer 

to see that immigration brings more than just new faces. It also brings fresh 

ideas and unique challenges that will enrich our society.

12th Grade, Mount Carmel School
New Delhi, India

Luan Hau Man

“A country will recognize 
its potential only when it 

recognizes its people.”

Jacksonville, Florida

Moises Ramos

Punto de Partida (Starting Point)
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Clearwater, Florida

Artist Statement: I wanted to create something colorful and youthful. I want 

to let kids know it’s okay to be different, no matter what!

10th Grade, Pine View School
Osprey, Florida

Teacher: Christopher Pauling

Kelly Zalewski

Michael O’Connell“A world with no differences 
would be like a library with 
copies of the same book.”

Birds of a Feather
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Artist Statement: I draw the subjects of my paintings freely and loosely; I let my 

feelings guide me while I add color, without any commitment to reality. My figures 

have no color, genre or face. What is important is their presence and energy. I 

painted these people using only the feet as symbols of our external differences. 

These distinctions may or may not represent what others think they do.

Toledo, Ohio

Valerie King

“We may not be able to walk 
in another person’s shoes, 

but we can appreciate  
their journey.”

Clearwater, Florida

Patricia Kluwe Derderian

United Colors - Feet
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Artist Statement: Now and throughout history, people have created 

physical, social, political and religious boundaries intended to separate 

and divide. This is why it’s vitally important to raise awareness of the many 

instances of people crossing these boundaries to engage with each other and 

celebrate a shared humanity. Today, there are more and more people seeking 

to explore the way other cultures think, speak, pray, read and write. If we think 

an intercultural conversation is worthwhile, quite often we must create special 

circumstances in which two or more members of the human family, who have 

remained largely ignorant about the other or others, cross cultural boundaries 

and find themselves in the same room, with a mediating voice encouraging 

them to speak. “Conversation” juxtaposes different calligraphic styles, 

languages and scripts on faces with various ethnic and cultural backgrounds. 

This diversity of identity and expression encourages us to find common ground 

in spite of our differences. As Saadi Shirazi puts it “Adam’s sons are body limbs, 

to say; for they’re created of the same clay. Should one organ be troubled by 

pain, others would suffer severe strain.”

Sedgley, United Kingdom

Ethan Booth

“A person who can admit 
that they don’t know, is 
smart enough to learn 

anything.”

Albany, California

Arash Shirinbab

Conversation
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Artist Statement: My image shows the older brother trying to help his 

younger brother drink water in a brick field while their parents are busy at 

work. These children have lost their childhood as they are missing their parents’ 

guidance.

9th Grade, Lynbrook High School
Cupertino, California
Teacher: Hannah Su

Ya Su

“A single act of kindness  
can be an action that saves  

someone’s life.”

Kolkata, India

Chinmoy Biswas

Tiny Guardian
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Artist Statement: I painted this to demonstrate same-sex love occurs in all 

species, and it is just as beautiful and valuable as heterosexual love. It is part 

of a series I did to honor Pride Day in Burbank since it was cancelled due to 

COVID-19 this year.

8th Grade, Booker Middle School
Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Joanna Fox

Benjamin McDonald

“It was only when I came 
out that I was able  
to bloom into me.”

Burbank, California

Diana Simon

Love is Love
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Artist Statement: An invisible illness is a disability that isn’t immediately 

apparent. These include such chronic illnesses as diabetes, sleep disorders, 

chronic pain, and visual and auditory impairments. Through my piece, I 

wanted to communicate the mental stress that having an invisible illness can 

put on someone, due to the many ignorant responses that they receive. I’ve 

lived my whole life with juvenile idiopathic arthritis (an invisible chronic pain 

disorder) and have been told, “It’s all in your head!” or “You’re lucky! I wish I 

had a handicapped parking tag,” more times than I can count. Because I look 

“normal,” I get mean looks when I step out of my car, park in a handicapped 

spot, or stand up from my wheelchair. Although it may take time, I believe that 

we need to educate ourselves about invisible illnesses and come together to 

support those that may be affected in our community and around the world.

7th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Colleen Joiner

Cassidy Forrar

“I won’t tell you I’m 
breaking inside; I’ll wear a 

smile and tell you I’m okay.”

12th Grade, Suncoast Polytechnical High School

Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Amy Badovinac

Anna Waite

Sick
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Artist Statement: If we embraced our differences, the people listed on this 

scroll would still be alive.

Sarasota, Florida

Seth Morano

“Brutality against one  
is an assault on us all.”

Tallahassee, Florida

Edward Thornton

Did These Lives Matter?
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Artist Statement: I am a school teacher by profession and photography is 

my passion. This photo shows a rural grandmother in front of a hut in a village of 

West Bengal, India, sitting on the ground, teaching her young students.

Bulacan, Philippines

Raven Christine Dario

“A moment of kindness  
can lead to a warm heart  

for a lifetime.”
Kolkata, India

Chinmoy Biswas

Grandmother’s Class
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Artist Statement: Through this photo, I tried to describe the difficulties a 

young girl faces in her life. This young girl is also battling psychological 

problems and trying to overcome them; she is trying to hold on to life.

7th Grade, Sarasota School of Arts & Sciences
Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Brian Hubbard

Olivia Carr

“Just because I look OK  
on the outside doesn’t mean  

I’m OK on the inside.”
Erdek, Turkey

Leyla Emektar

Psychoanalysis
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Artist Statement: In theory, organizations must treat everyone equally 

when recruiting; but it is still the case that hidden, sometimes even unconscious, 

stereotypes heavily influence who we hire. This tends to make organizations and 

teams homogenous — and lacking the huge benefits of diverse perspectives.

Feira de Santana, Brazil

Thacy Mendes

“Inclusion means  
handing over the keys  

to those who have always 
faced locked doors.”

Interactive Design Institute, University of Hertfordshire

Hatfield, United Kingdom

William Scott-Jackson

Diverse Teams Work Better
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Artist Statement: My painting was inspired by a Howard Thurman quote: 

“Community cannot for long feed on itself; it can only flourish with the coming of 

others from beyond, the unknown and undiscovered brothers.” All of the models 

for this piece either are or have been members of the homeless community of 

Sarasota. For many of us, they are all truly unknown and undiscovered. I believe 

that the problems we face can only be addressed when we are courageous 

enough to engage in the conversation with those most different from ourselves.

London, United Kingdom

Anonymous

“You will never regret 
having spoken as much as 
you regret your silence.”

Sarasota, Florida

Martin Dunn

Thurman by Firelight
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Artist Statement: As an art teacher, I have seen art heal a heart on multiple 

occasions. For many, art is therapy and can be as soothing for the soul as 

traditional therapy. If you find that your heart needs healing, try healing with a 

paintbrush or pencil!

Lagos, Nigeria

Oghogho Odiase

“A heart frozen by hatred 
can only be melted by love.”

Venice, Florida

Joanna Davis

Infusion of Love
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Artist Statement: Originally from a small town in Arkansas, I now live in the 

colorful city of Boston. Creating art has been my therapy for as long as I can 

remember. I’ve been exploring new mediums during the quarantine, not only 

to pass the time, but to also creatively express what I am feeling. Using lots of 

bright colors has always been part of my style. I feel that now, more than ever, 

the rainbow of color represents the beauty that still exists in our world.

Venice, Florida

Fran Squires, M.Ed.

“Perhaps, wearing a mask 
of love and tolerance, 

could end the pandemic 
of prejudice, hatred and 

discrimination.”

Somerville, Massachusetts

Meg Seymour

Colors of Change
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Artist Statement: The theme inspired me to create this painting within 

a painting. I depicted a diverse group of people who represent diversity in 

many forms, including ethnic origin, appearance, style of clothing, medical 

conditions and religious differences—they each have a place in a map of the 

world where it all comes together! While each person adds their own color 

onto the map, the colors have no border and bleed and mix into each other, 

creating a beautiful scene. If we accept the beauty of diversity in our lives, 

we can all come together with our individual colors and paint our wonderful, 

colorful world.

Sarasota, Florida

Seth Morano

“A better society is 
not a creation, but a 

collaboration.”

11th Grade, Tehran, Iran

Yasmina Akhavan Kharazi

Our Colorful World
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Artist Statement: Recent research on DNA reveals that human beings 

have an extremely varied genetic inheritance; even in some very isolated 

populations, the genetic variation is remarkable. A person from Haiti can have 

DNA that is shared with people from France, Tunisia, Poland, Vietnam and 

Argentina. This insight led me to think that each one of us carries a good part of 

the world’s genetic diversity. In this way, our fingerprint, which identifies us as 

unique individuals, could be visualized as a symbol of this diversity.

San Francisco, California

Natalie Lubich

“The fact that everybody 
has a unique fingerprint 

proves that each person is 
meant to be different.”

Benicarlo, Spain

Sergio Naranjo Segura

Diversity Fingerprint
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Artist Statement: Our collaboration started out as a photography project 

employing an analytical model to the daily performance of normative gender 

displays of appearance. The photographs depict the artists going through the 

motions of performing femininity and masculinity through sequential stillness. 

These figurative representations deconstruct gender norms and the way these 

norms relate to sex, race, identity and the idea of otherness. The original 

photographs were created in two sequences (one exploring masculine 

stereotypes and one exploring feminine stereotypes) where both artists went 

through identical actions.

11th Grade, Cold Spring Harbor High School
Lloyd Harbor, New York

Teacher: April Henry

Jessica Wang

“Differences do not  
separate us; hatred does.”

Chicago, Illinois & San Francisco, California

Guta Galli & Aaron Wilder

Sugar & Snails
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Artist Statement: The boy in the photograph is my student; his name is Sezer. 

Sezer was born in 2012 with spina bifida. He has had six operations in eight 

years. With the help of his parents, he can maintain many of his basic living 

activities, but Sezer is a smart, hardworking and determined child. He wants 

to play basketball in the Paralympics when he grows up. I hope he achieves 

everything he wants in his life and is very happy.

Huntsville, Alabama

Carey Link

“I am not defined by an  
inanimate object. Look at 
me, not my wheelchair.”

Erdek, Turkey

Leyla Emektar

Sezer’s Diary
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Artist Statement: In this work, Lady Liberty is a Black woman who stands 

before the millions of Black lives that have been lost to slavery and injustice in 

this country. She is lighting the way and leading us forward. The piece also 

reflects the recent official acknowledgement that the original Statue of Liberty 

was made to honor the emancipation of the slaves. In fact, the original statue 

was supposed to be holding chains in her left hand. These chains were instead 

placed at her feet. This piece honors that history.

Sarasota, Florida

Seth Morano

“Don’t wait for better 
leaders, become one.”

Lake Oswego, Oregon

Arya Badiyan

Liberty Enlightening the World

BEST IN SHOW

A D U LT
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Artist Statement: The language of visual art allows us to approach others in 

a more direct and open way, since, through our senses, we can understand the 

world in a personal and authentic way. This illustration features an empowered 

girl, aware of her rights and seeing a better future for all.

Lakewood Ranch, Florida

Geri Drexler

“It is time to act NOW,  
not next week,  
not tomorrow,  
RIGHT NOW!”

Mexico City, Mexico

Olivia Rojo

Abriendo Caminos (Opening Paths)
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Puglianello, Italy

Emiliana Russo

“This seat is taken. 
It’s yours.”

Artist Statement: When I asked Rani, one of my five students, what she 

wants to be when she grows up, “a fairy” was her response. Shilpa said she 

wanted to be a nurse to help people suffering from COVID-19; Jeetu wanted 

to be a superman but with a small cape; and Shyaam will be an astronaut, 

because he believes we will have to leave earth when he becomes an adult. 

They all had dreams that they can achieve with a little help and support. They 

have passion in their eyes when we told them what an astronaut is, or what 

a nurse does, or what happens when Superman’s cape gets caught in the 

telephone line. Their joy just makes us happy. We hope we can help and 

support them forever.

Gwalior, India

Namita Agarwal

I Want to Be
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12th Grade, NewGate Montessori IB School
Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Amy Kremer-Treibly

Hadley DiFiore

“Do not let the pain of your 
past limit the hope that lies  

in your future.”

Artist Statement: The phrase “I love myself” is one coated with terror 

and discomfort. In a society that profits off people (especially women) by 

picking apart all of their insecurities, engaging in acts of self-acceptance is 

an unspeakable rebellion. It shouldn’t be! We must wholeheartedly embrace 

ourselves before being able to unconditionally love all others. We must 

embrace our own differences, first and foremost. The journey begins there!

12th Grade, Booker High School

Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Jeffery Cornwell

Ella Mirman

Journey to Self Love
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Artist Statement: We are one human family, despite our differences in 

physical appearance, personalities, religion and race. Just as the sun and 

moon help the earth become a calm, beautiful and healthy planet, we can 

help each other live happily if we all work together to create peace.

Dhanbad, India

Sanika Chatterjee

“A best friend is someone 
who appreciates  

our strengths and  
accepts our flaws.”

The Sun & Moon Sisters

Parañaque City, Philippines

Allanson Ace Mangulabnan
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Artist Statement: I wanted to create a piece that raised awareness about 

body positivity. This work showcases women of all shapes, sizes and colors. It 

communicates that no matter what you look like or what society says, you can 

wear a bikini. I, like most teens, have dealt with body image issues; creating 

art about this was very important to me. Enriching our lives with diversity and 

inclusion means embracing everyone for who they are and what they look 

like—no matter their shape, size and color. People shouldn’t be degraded for 

how they were born, but built up for the beautiful individuals they are.

8th Grade, Pine View School
Osprey, Florida

Teacher: Wendy Hazlett

Kalei Crozat

“Role models don’t  
inspire you to be them.  

They inspire you to be you.”

12th Grade, Franklin High School

Franklin, Tennessee

Olivia Wolfson

Every Body Is a Bikini Body
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Artist Statement: In most rural places, being young or a woman usually 

puts you at a disadvantage in terms of education and economic opportunities. 

Rural youth face these specific challenges. They are often under-employed or 

employed in low productivity sectors. This portrait imagines how technology 

and education can penetrate and improve the world’s most forgotten places. 

It’s a vision of a world where human capital is complemented and most people 

from rural areas won’t need to migrate to the city in search of a better life.

11th Grade, Meadow Hall College
Lagos, Nigeria

Timi Toyon

“The moment you judge a 
book by its cover, you miss 

what could have been a 
great story.”

Lagos, Nigeria

Ismail Odetola

City in the Village
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Artist Statement: Many people pay more attention to superficial matters 

than to essential realities. Cyberspace is the most obvious manifestation of this 

phenomenon. The majority of online users are attracted to superficial people 

who only adorn their appearance, and not those who explore intellectual 

concepts.

12th Grade, IMG Academy
Bradenton, Florida

Teacher: Tracy Hodges

Jackson Moran

“Put down your phone. 
Make meaningful 

connections with those 
around you.”

Tehran, Iran

Maryam Seifollahi Bazarjani

Real Values
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Artist Statement: For centuries, women in various cultures have lived in 

the most unfavorable conditions. Gender and features condemned them to 

a limited life. Tragically, women have been regarded as slaves or tools in a 

man’s hands. Lack of education and political and social rights have long been 

obstacles for women. But women continue to fight back. In our modern culture, 

we claim that women are on the same level as men. But we still encounter 

many situations in which a woman’s suffering is ignored. They are exposed to 

aggression, tortured with work and deprived of the right to express their own 

opinion. Today, we have the chance to correct the mistakes of the past and 

create a better future for women. “Diversity of Women” shows that women are 

also a part of this world, and that they also desire a more favorable fate. I hope 

that my work will sensitize the public and encourage them to defend women’s 

rights more fiercely.

Almaty, Kazakhstan

Ayazhan Akhmet

“Another person’s beauty  
does not imply the absence  

of your own.”

Chisinau, Moldova

Romina Nichiforov

Diversity of Women
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Artist Statement: The playground is an important place for me. I love going 

to the playground especially during my break in my school. But sometimes, I 

play alone. I hope we can all play together. Boys and girls, big and small, 

Chinese, Malay, Indian and people of all races and religions coming together 

and playing happily.

9th Grade, Shanghai High School International Division
 Shanghai, China

Teacher: Daniel Scott Roberts

Leyi Shen

“A simple, sincere smile 
can dry up all our tears; a 

friendly little hug can wipe 
out all our fears.”

2nd Grade, Bukit Panjang Primary School

Singapore

Leow Yong Jun

Play Together
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Artist Statement: My painting illustrates a young Black girl wearing the 

iconic “Mary Jane” shoes with bobby socks. From 1904 to the present, these 

shoes have been traditionally advertised as dress shoes for little white girls. 

The painting’s subliminal message is: “My shoes and socks are like yours and 

I am like you.” Having a Black child wearing the shoes and socks makes her a 

universal symbol representing all young girls and the challenges they face from 

iconic commercial stereotypes created by the white-dominated advertising 

world. Manufacturers have only recently begun to acknowledge their role in 

perpetuating institutionalized racism in advertising. At first glance, “Stand in My 

Shoes” may seem to be just a realistic painting. But take a second glance and 

consider who is standing in them.

Ibafo, Nigeria

Temilola Aderemi

“If we were to exchange 
shoes, would you be willing  

to wear mine?”

Venice, Florida

Wayne Ramirez

Stand in My Shoes

BEST IN SHOW

Q U OT E
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Melika Bašić

Artist Statement: I wanted to stress the importance of working together 

toward the goal of defeating childhood cancer - a devastating disease. At first 

glance, we all look different, but we all struggle with problems and worries. 

Uniting for a common goal is a way to overcome the barriers that divide us. In 

doing so, we can enrich our lives and the lives of others.

Cainta, Philippines

Angielyn Caneda

“Beliefs separate us.  
Social status grouped us. 

Differences may divide us.  
But compassion breaks  
the line of exclusivity.”

Visoko, Bosnia and Herzegovina

The Goal Is in Sight
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Artist Statement: Shirley Chisholm shattered a glass ceiling as the first 

African-American woman elected to Congress. She fought tirelessly for the 

Equal Rights Amendment, which guarantees equal rights to all Americans 

regardless of their gender. To me, Shirley Chisholm embodies diversity and 

inclusion because she gave a voice to many Americans whose needs went 

unheard by our government because of their race or sex. In my painting, I 

portrayed Shirley as a colorful beacon of hope whose legacy will be passed 

down for generations to come.

New Delhi, India

Deepika Sharma

“An example set  
is always better than  
an opinion stated.”

12th Grade, Acellus Academy

Southport, North Carolina

Natalie Bradin

The Time is Now
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Artist Statement: Acceptance of others in a society begins in the heart of 

the individual. Loving others by treating them with respect and empathy helps 

to protect them from hateful and destructive attitudes.

10th Grade, Braden River High School
Bradenton, Florida

Malachi Brand

“Hate is a strong word.  
So is Love.”

Sarasota, Florida

Pamela Kok

Love Protects
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Artist Statement: This piece represents the unconditional love that parents 

and caregivers give to an autistic person who could be a child or an adult. 

The blue baby swan represents not only the blue color symbolizing autism, but 

also celebrates uniqueness and the acceptance of differences. As the mom of 

an autistic child, I painted this with my heart. I am happy to transmit my own 

feelings of unconditional love and to share the important message of autism 

awareness with others. In this particular piece, I painted the surroundings in 

monochromatic values to distinguish the baby swan as the center of attention. 

The different textures, accomplished by the use of a palette knife, created 

dimension and a sense of movement. The heavy strokes of my palette knife 

techniques stand in contrast to the lightness of the white swan’s feathers.

9th Grade, Pine View School
Sarasota, Florida

Dorian Carter

“To fight for yourself is 
preservation, to fight for 
another is compassion.”

Weston, Florida

 Patricia Beltran

Unconditional Love
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Artist Statement: This is a piece about being true to yourself, and not being 

afraid to jump off of the shelf. Conformity is at a peak among a group of cows. 

They have a set look they like to espouse. Most cows are generic and just stay 

attune. While others are radical and shoot for the MOOn. Take this cow for 

example, if you would please. He is his own board of trustees. He chooses to 

stand out and make a splash. When in a crowd, he’s seen in a flash. Some call 

it distinctive, individual or chic. He calls it being “UDDERly unique.”

11th Grade, Thessaloniki, Greece

Katerina Bizirtsaki

“Don’t be ordinary;  
it’s already used by too 

many people.”

Sarasota, Florida

Brooks Tracey

Udderly Unique
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Artist Statement: No matter where we come from, we all have something 

in common: we all have hopes and dreams. Visually I represented not only 

diverse women, but also the patterns and art of their respective cultures.

11th Grade, Flower Mound High School
Flower Mound, Texas

Sowmya Sridhar

“Each of us is a vibrant 
thread in humanity’s 

tapestry.”

Donavon Brutus
San Francisco, California

Patterns & Possibilities 1-6
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Artist Statement: My piece’s title is “Limited Edition” because there is only 

one you - so accept yourself, with all your unique qualities and characteristics. 

The theme of this piece is about self-love. Today, many men, women and 

children of all ethnicities and backgrounds have difficulty accepting themselves 

because of their hair texture, size, skin tone, disabilities, gender and more. 

Growing up, I had a hard time accepting my natural hair; I always wanted to 

change my hair to fit other people’s definitions of beauty. But now I’ve learned 

that I should cherish what makes me unique.

Bradenton, Florida

Kathleen Brand

“What would you like me  
to know about you?”

LaVergne, Tennessee

Jordyn Hall

Limited Edition
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Artist Statement: This piece has nothing to do with sunglasses; the title is a 

play on words. This digital painting represents the many different “shades” or 

skin tones that make Black beautiful.

Karachi, Pakistan

Malaika Masroor

“My strength is the color of 
my skin; your weakness is 

the inability to see past it.”
Sarasota, Florida

Clifford McDonald

Different Shades
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Artist Statement: The boy in this picture is my own and he is disabled. 

Some years ago he played drums in a musical group that consists of disabled 

children. They performed at concerts, festivals and received many prizes. Every 

disabled child has hopes, dreams, desires and feelings. Every disabled child 

has abilities, either explicit or hidden. Every disabled child is able to love and 

they want to be loved and to be understood and supported.

8th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Kim Farrell

Andrew Salazar

“A best friend is someone 
who loves you for who you 
are, not what you have.”

Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan

Artur Bolzhurov

We Have Different Opportunities,  
but We Have Equal Rights
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Artist Statement: Despite our differences in gender, sexuality, ethnicity, 

religion and stature we are all human beings. We are connected because we 

have the same sky as our roof; we breathe the same air; and bask under the 

same sunlight. We belong to one race - the human race.

12th Grade, Kendriya Vidyalaya 
Kharagpur, India

Shreya Neogi

“A garden looks most 
beautiful when it has flowers 

of all colors, all sizes, all 
fragrances.”

Davao City, Philippines

Nuera Wencesa

Equality
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As part of Embracing Our Differences’ mission to celebrate and share amazing works of 
art created by students, the pieces below, which were created by elementary students in 
Manatee and Sarasota County, have been selected as Rising Stars for the 2021 Exhibit.

Holding Hope
Sarai Castro
4th Grade, Louise R. Johnson K-8 School of  International Studies 
Bradenton, FL, Teacher: Suzie Abadjian

Hate Has No Home Here
Chase Lanum
4th Grade, Garden Elementary School 
Venice, FL, Teacher: Joanna Davis

My Friends
Adrien Monod
5th Grade, Bay Haven School of  Basics Plus, Sarasota, FL, Teacher: Alicia Stein

You Are Unique 
Kindergarten - 5th Grade Students
Bayshore Elementary School, Bradenton, FL, Teacher: Julia DeJarnette

Somos Uno (We Are One)
Jenifer Lucena
5th Grade, Gene Witt Elementary School 
Bradenton, FL, Teacher: Kimberly Roberson-Hoy

It’s OK to Be Different
Jorge P., Keara P., Dariana V., Stefano Q., Juliana V.,  
Lucas L., Sofia G., and Bella P.
Kindergarten - 5th Grade, Gulf  Gate Elementary School 
Sarasota, FL, Teacher: Alicia Loomis
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SUBMIT YOUR ART
We invite you to participate in creating a society 
that is more inclusive for all. Consider submitting an 
original work of art and know that you are helping 
to create an inclusive community where differences 
are celebrated.

For complete details about this juried exhibit, including available cash prizes, and to make submissions, visit us online at 
EmbracingOurDifferences.org

SUBMIT YOUR QUOTE
Personal thoughts that accompany each work of art provide our 
community a chance to voice their thoughts and ideas on the 
importance of diversity and inclusion. The combination of 
visual art and the written word adds a deeper dimension to the 
overall experience.

SUPPORT THE EXHIBIT
There are many opportunities available to support the 
Embracing Our Differences exhibit and our education 
initiatives. Please consider a gift to help us create a 
community where differences are embraced and individuality 
is celebrated.

Visit EmbracingOurDifferences.org for more information 
and to make a donation.

EMBRACING OUR DIFFERENCES, INC. MEETS ALL REQUIREMENTS SPECIFIED BY THE FLORIDA SOLICITATION OF CONTRIBUTIONS ACT. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION 

BY THE STATE. REGISTRATION NO. CH19398.

COMMUNITY COLLABORATIONS
Embracing Our Differences is proud of its many collaborations throughout the last year. A past recipient of The Patterson 
Foundation’s “Collaborative Innovator Award,” Embracing Our Differences partnered with the Asolo Rep, Boxser Diversity 
Initiative, Bucket Fillers, Inc., Community Foundation of Sarasota County, Easter Seals of Southwest Florida, Florida Studio 
Theatre, IMG Academy, Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee, Manatee Community Foundation, Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, 
Mote Marine Laboratory, NewGate School, Pine View School, Sarasota County Bar Association, Sarasota Film Festival, Sarasota 
Opera, Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level Reading, The Florida Holocaust Museum, The Patterson Foundation, The Ringling, 
United Way Suncoast, Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall, Venice Middle School, Westcoast Black Theatre Troupe, Booker, North 
Port, Riverview and Sarasota high schools and many others to bring innovative diversity education programming to Sarasota and 
Manatee students throughout the school year.
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Presenting Sponsors Exhibit Sponsors

Anonymous Family Foundation 
Bank of America Client Foundation

Gerald & Sondra Biller 
Vern & Sandy Buchanan 

The Doris M. Carter Family Foundation

Drew & Barbara Cervasio 
Keith Monda & Veronica Brady 

Scott & Gayla Moore 
Barbara & Gary Rodkin 

 The Swart Family Foundation
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School Sponsors

Anonymous · Shari & Steve Ashman · Bobbi & Don Bernstein · Helga & Jerry Bilik 

Jesse, Katie, Abby, Hailey, Zachary & Alexander Biter · Fred Bloom, M.D. · Boscia Family Foundation · Barbara Brizdle 

Les & Carol Brualdi · James Bruen & Jane Plitt Fund of Manatee Community Foundation · Toby Deutsch 

Barcy Grauer & Bruce Wertheimer · Larry & Mary Greenspon · Larry & Debbie Haspel · Arn &  Bette Hoffman 

The Johnston Family Fund of Manatee Community Foundation · Arthur S. Karp Family Foundation · Sherry & Tom Koski 

Jeffrey & Barbara McCurdy · Samara, Jenna & Macy Meshad · Joy Moravitz · Sanford Rederer & Joni Steinberg 

Skip & Gail Sack · David Schwartz & Nan Thompson · Bruce & Janet Udell · David & Patti Wertheimer

Art Sponsors

The Lassor and Fanny Agoos Charity Fund · Randall T. Arnaud · Pat & Bob Baer 
Jody Beresford & Robert Mayer · Thomas & Karen Bernstein · Diane & Norman Cohen 

 Leila & Steven M. Gompertz Donor Advised Fund in Memory of Michael Gompertz at the Community Foundation of Sarasota County 
Dr. Raymond & Elizabeth Hautamaki · Lynne Kloss & son Jason Kloss · Ruth & Andy Maass · Barbara & Gerald May 

Jennifer & Ken Pendery · In Loving Memory of Carol Poteat-Buchanan · Alfred Rose · Jane & Paul Rosenstein 
Tobi Leanna Schneider · Clare & Rich Segall · Nancy & Barry Shapiro  

David & Lois Stulberg Foundation · Karen & Mike Valentino · Sheila & Merrill Wynne
Punto de Partida (Starting Point), Moises Ramos, page 38 The Differences, Salar Arkan page 16 Unconditional Love, Patricia Beltran, page 102

Christina M. de Guia, MD
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E-Learning Sponsors

Anonymous · Bob & Elaine Appel · Clare & Roberto Arguedas · Rich & Rebecca Bergman · Judy Cahn · Carol Camiener · Claudia Cardillo  
David & Edie Chaifetz · Dr. Marc Cohen · Margot & Warren Coville · Louis & Gloria Flanzer Philanthropic Trust · Jean & Michael Freed · Helen Glaser  
Deborah & Michael Gordon · Maria Haber · Teri A Hansen · Robert & Bonny Israeloff · Katherine Kaplan · Keating Family Foundation · Ronald Kendall  
Sue Ellen & Jeff Korach · Brock & Julie Leach · Linda B. Lipson · The Logan Family · Neil N. & Sandra · Angel Malamud · Chris, Jill & Amelia Malkin  

Susan & Randy Mallitz · Carol McCloud & John Lysinger · Katie & Michael Moulton · MSC Foundation · Naiditch Family Foundation · Nick & Aron Owens 
 Bud & Chari Polley · Mark Pritchett · Michael Ritter & Nancy Wolk · Rotary Club of Lakewood Ranch · Rubin Charitable Foundation  

Theda Bohrer, Wendy & Tracey Shapiro · Bunny Skirboll · Ric & Janet Smalley · Anne Spindel · Mark Steinwachs & Jarred Wilson · Jack & Adrea Sukin 
Venice Yacht Club Charitable Foundation · Leon & Marysue Wechsler · Sarah Wertheimer & Adam Negroski · Steven Wertheimer

Quotation Sponsors

Alan & Ruth Ades · Isabel Anchin Becker · Rosann & Ian Black · Terry Brackett · Fran & Jack Braverman · bonnie & Michael Chisling · Michael & Marcia Corrigan · Alice & Edward Cotman 

Rose C. Dalsandro · Dr. Bruce & Lori Dorman · Geri & Lenny Drexler · Meredith & Albert Ernst · Herman & Sharon Frankel · Roz Goldberg · Susan & David Gorin 

Stephanie & Allen Hochfelder · Renee Hymson · Branan Jacobs · Dr. Laura Kingsley · The Lane Group, LLC · Marci Marsh · Nelle S. Miller & son, Henry D. Miller  

Lenette F. & Arnold J. Moshier Jr. · Lynn & Michael Nemser Family Charitable Foundation · Martin D. & Barbara H. Rich Family Charitable Foundation · Irene & Marty Ross 

Nancy Roucher · Maggie & Mark Sharff · Susi Benson-Steenbarger & Jack Steenbarger · Su Byron Enterprises · Charlie Ann & Jim Syprett · Dorothy Waldron

Different Shades, Clifford McDonald, page 110 Birds of a Feather, Michael O’Connell, page 40 Helping Hand, Clayton Southard, page 18 Sezer’s Diary, Leyla Emektar, page 72
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Friends of the Exhibit
Genie & Les Aberson · Peter Acker · Stuart Agler · Charles Albers · Bill & Janet Alloy · John Annis & Regina Morris Fund · Jeanne Arora · Patricia M Ash · Barbara & Bill Axline · Martha Ballard & Steve Matthews · Gail Banner 
Melody & Charles Barackman · Joshua Beadle · Pati Beardsley · Sarah Beattie · John & Bonnie Benande · Sara Benesch · Susan & Marc Benjamin · Doug Berger · Judith Berlow · Sheila & Jerry Birnbaum · Fred & Janet Bishop  

Barbara Aline Blanchard · Kimberly Bleach · Cookie Bloom · Blu Home · Wendy & Ross Born · KBR Foundation · Susie and Larry Bowie Gratitude Fund · Karen & Brian Boyd · Barbara & Russell Brantman · Joanna & Zachary Brewer 
Angela Bristow · Randi Brodsky · Ashley Brown · Lauren Brown · Pam & Richard Brown · Petie Brown · Shirley & Jack Brown · William Brown · Nancy Bushnell · Harriet Bussel · Judie Byron & Dennis Lutsky · Joseph Calinski 

Steve Cantees · Judith Carlin · Robert & Kathryn Carr · Johnny & Aundria Castleberry · Catalist Realty · Alicia Chalmers · Jan L. Chester · Elizabeth & Manu Chicoine · Chipurnoi Family · Annie Cohen · Fran & Jeff Cohen · Linda Cohn 
 Patricia Collins · Theresa & Rodney Cook · Laurie Cowan · Stephen Craig · Nanette Crist · Will & Alyssa Cromie · Dr. & Mrs. Robert E. Crootof · Dana Sprott Cunningham & Thomas Cunningham · Judy Cuppy · Beverly Daley 

Beverly H Daly · Todd Dattoma · Lillian Del Seni · Heather Delaney · Jake Deloach · Dan Denton · Dex Imaging · Suzanne & James Dickson · Charles & Katherine Diluzio · Chief Bernadette DiPino · Fay Donaldson · Shelly Dorfman 
April Dowler & John League · Lori Verier & Brian Dunn · Jacquelyn Dziubek  · Bianca Echtler · Carol & Martin Edelman · Amy Eliezer · Lisa Emory · Jean Etsinger · Nancy Evans · Robyn Faucy · Leslie Fawks-Taylor & David Fawks 

Melanie Fischer · Judy Fleischer · Ron & Lin Floethe · David Foster · Larry & Peg Frerk · George & Leonor Friedman · Gilbert & Gretchen Friend-Jones · Aviva & Dean Friedman · Alice Fry · Hilary Galanoy · Maureen Gebhardt 
Barbara F. Geldbart · Kelly Gilliland, Horizon Mortgage Corp. · Lorraine Glixon · Doris & Jim Goese · Len Goldberg · Lynn & David Goldenberg · Faith & Michael Goldman · Sharon & Neil Goldman · Grace M. Goldstein · Kristina Gomes 
Erin & Worth Graham · Katie Casey Grasso · Carol & Jules Green · Phyllis M. Green · Arlene Greene · Richard & Betty Greenspan · Karen Griffin · Susan & Scott Grimwood · Susan Grossman · Annette Gueli · Dr. Arthur M. Guilford  

Nick Guy · Merle Haber · Ann Hankinson · Ruth Harenchar · Lynnell & Alan Havercamp · Ronnique Hawkins, Learn My History · Sandra & Terry Hayden · Stephanie Heaney & Sandy Cohen · Jean & James Henry · Ora Henry 
Susan Hermann · Don Herndon · Kitty & Henry Heusner · Dale & Elizabeth Hibbard · Penny Hill · Rea & Jan Hinch · Chris Hines · Dr. Lorin Hirsch · Steve Hirsch · Helen Hoffenberg · Joseph Holt · John & Amanda Horne 

Nora A. Frank & Walter W. Houseman · Deborah Huntley, Ph.D. & Elizabeth Nelson · Virginia Hurney · Susan Ionescu · Allen N. Jelks, Sr., M.D. · Todd Jennings · Bob & Carolyn Johnson · Richard & Barbara Johnson · Kathy & Jerry Jordan 
Tony & Jan Joseph · Andrea Justiniano · John Juvenal · Matt Kahn · Rabbi Samantha Kahn, Temple Sinai · Andrea Kaine · Gail & Jerrold Kamensky · Nancy & Jerry Kaplan · Rabbi Peter & Shelia Kasdan · Nancy Katz · Elaine Kaufman 

Tom Keenan · Lynn Keller · Robert & Elizabeth Kellett · Judy & Jim Kenley · Jack & Ernie Kent · Susan Kilman · Hugh Smith & Marsha Kindall-Smith · Allen King · Dawn King · Naomi King · Linda King-DeShazo · Pat Kinsey 
Amanda Kison, Esq. · Josh Kitchner · Michael & Terri Klauber · Cecile & Barry Klayton · Toby Kline · Clarke Knudson · Heather Koester · Donna & David Koffman · Harriette Krasnoff · Judy Krohngold · Nancy Krohngold · Jeff Kros 

Lauren Kurnov · Frances Lambert · Tracey Lane · Ronald Larcheveque · Devonne & Donald Larcinese · Audrey Laue · JP League · Monique Levesque · Richard & Gail Levin · Melvy Lewis · Harriet Leyden · Robert Lincoln 
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Viewed by more than 3,300,000 visitors since 2004, this exhibit presents 50 billboard-size works of art 
accompanied by inspirational quotations displayed in Sarasota, Florida. The 18th annual exhibit is a unique 
global collection by artists and writers. It is presented here in its entirety. For more info on this and past exhibits, 
and to participate next year, visit EmbracingOurDifferences.org
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