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COMMUNITY PARTNERS
We are very proud of the relationships developed with our Community 
Partners – each of which plays an integral role in the success of our 
initiatives. Without their support, our work would not be possible.

MISSION AND VISION
Through the transformative power of the arts, we educate and inspire 
to create a better world. We envision a world that embraces diversity, 
respects differences and actively rejects hatred and prejudice.
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Outside of family, teachers have the greatest influence on a child’s academic performance, moral character, and future success.  
They can make all the difference in the world. That is why Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation invests in ensuring teachers 
have the tools and training they need to effectively play a role in student success.

Our support of Embracing Our Differences’ Education Ambassadors, Art Teacher Intensive, and Unity Day Program empowers 
educators to deliver messages of diversity, inclusion, respect, and integrity into their classrooms. We’ve learned that this professional 
development not only provides students with more creative opportunities in their lesson plans. It also allows teachers a chance to 
express themselves and expand relationships with their colleagues. Don’t just take our word for it, teachers have told us:

“I loved bringing something creative to our school. We have multiple types of classrooms and for these students to be able to express 
themselves creatively in any way they chose was great to see;”

“The most valuable part for me was working with my colleagues;” and 

“I felt proud to be a part of this amazing group.”

Everything we dream to achieve in the future is dependent on what teachers achieve in classrooms 
today. We are proud of the impact EOD is having in and out of classrooms, and we hope others 
join us in supporting this work.

EDUCATION’S RIPPLE EFFECT

John Annis  
Senior Vice President  

Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation
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THE EXHIBIT
The centerpiece of Embracing Our Differences is a juried, outdoor art 
exhibit featuring 50 billboard-sized images created by local, national and 
international artists, writers and students reflecting their interpretations 
of the theme “enriching lives through diversity.” The exhibit welcomed 
384,000 visitors this past year, bringing total attendance, since 2004, to 
more than 3,692,000. The 2021 exhibit received a second showing at 
Nathan Benderson Park from May 20 through July 3, 2021, and a mini-
exhibit was displayed at Ed Smith Stadium.

“I am inspired by the insightfulness of the artists 
and quoters. I’m so proud to be a part of a 
community that promotes this theme!”

- Exhibit Visitor

 
“I am always so impressed and enlightened by 
this thought provoking, exceptional project!”

- Exhibit Visitor
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EDUCATION INITIATIVES
Our education initiatives represent the most important aspect of our 
efforts. Students participate year-round in a variety of activities based 
upon a well-planned curriculum of art appreciation, social-emotional 
learning and diversity education. Our education initiatives include:

• Coexistence Clubs
• Workshops for Educators
• Community Collaborations
• Lesson Plans
• Oneness of Art
• Unity Day

• Free Field Trips 
• Art & Quotation Creation
• Bucket Fillers Reading Day
• Embracing Our Differences Reading Day
• Student Docent Program
• College Scholarships

Independent evaluations, as well as our own internal evaluations, have 
consistently shown that teachers rate the Embracing Our Differences’ 
educa tion initiatives as “outstanding” or “very good” and as “meaningful 
and beneficial” experiences for their students.

“Fantastic job! This past year brought many challenges, but I think 
Embracing Our Differences rose to the challenge and provided even 
more support and growth opportunities than ever!”

- 5th Grade Teacher
5 6



FREE FIELD TRIPS
Tours of our annual exhibit have become a signature of our education efforts with tens of thousands of students benefiting during 
the past school year. Through peer-guided exploration with high school-aged docents utilizing Visual Thinking Strategies (VTS) 
pedagogy, exhibit tours embrace diversity and inclusion while providing connections to social-emotional learning, critical thinking 
and community building. In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, we now offer three unique ways for students and teachers to 
tour the exhibit: in-person, live virtual, and on-demand webisodes.

LESSON PLANS
Interactive student participation is one of the most effective delivery methods for the often difficult and abstract concepts of 
diversity and inclusion. Prepared under the supervision of curriculum development specialists from Sarasota County Schools, 
our age-appropriate teacher lesson plans and virtual lesson webisodes address applicable learning intentions and success criteria 
expected of every student while engaging students in our core values: diversity, inclusion, respect and integrity.

“This is one of my favorite programs 
and I’m so glad it continues to be funded 
and free for schools to attend. It is the 
highlight of my springtime every year!”

- 9th Grade Teacher
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BUCKET FILLERS READING DAY &  
EMBRACING OUR DIFFERENCES READING DAY
Through our fall Bucket Fillers Reading Day and spring Embracing Our 
Differences Reading Day initiatives, thousands of pre-k through third 
grade students and hundreds of classrooms across Manatee and Sarasota 
counties explore messages of diversity, kindness and inclusion through 
literature while receiving gifted books to add to their classroom and 
home libraries.

In addition to the School District of Manatee County and Sarasota 
County Schools, reading day partners include Suncoast Campaign for 
Grade-Level Reading with support from The Patterson Foundation, the 
Community Foundation of Sarasota County, United Way Suncoast and 
an anonymous family foundation, Manatee Education Foundation, the 
Early Learning Coalition of Manatee County and the Early Learning 
Coalition of Sarasota County.

ONENESS OF ART
Poetry has always been a source of growth and enlightenment for teaching 
artist Cedric Hameed, and the COVID-19 pandemic has exposed the 
longstanding need to create a space of articulation and strength for all 
to promote mental health and well-being. The Oneness of Art engages community members of all ages in interactive workshops 
culminating in public celebrations of featured artwork inspired by participants and created by local artists of all mediums.

“I love this program and was so impressed with how 
you organized the virtual version this year. Thank 
you for the proactive communication, training, and 
electronic versions of the book to practice.”

– Volunteer

“This was an amazing opportunity for my students. 
They were engaged and excited about getting to 
bring home a copy of the book to share with their 
families. Thank you so much for letting us have this 
wonderful experience year after year. Our buckets 
were filled to the brim and I loved our reader!” 

– Kindergarten Teacher

905 classrooms &  

158 schools/centers

16,200 students reached in
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COEXISTENCE CLUBS
Coexistence Clubs consist of dynamic high school students who promote Embracing Our Differences’ vision of creating a world that 
embraces diversity, respects differences, and actively rejects hatred and prejudice. They accomplish this though various initiatives, 
including student driven service projects and volunteering as docents for school field trips to the annual exhibit. High schools with 
active Coexistence Clubs include Booker, IMG Academy, North Port, Pine View, Riverview, Sarasota, SCF Collegiate Bradenton, 
SCF Collegiate Venice, Suncoast Polytech and Venice high schools, as well as Laurel Nokomis School and Venice Middle.

STUDENT DOCENT PROGRAM
Under the guidance of EOD’s docent coordinator, Dena 
Sturm, student docents serve as guides for thousands of 
area elementary, middle and high school students who 
experience the outdoor exhibit every year, inspiring these 
young visitors to more fully comprehend the messages 
delivered through the art and quotes through the use of 
Visual Thinking Strategies (VTS). 

UNITY DAY
Under the direction of a trained facilitator, cohorts of 60 to 
80 students at all seven Sarasota County public high schools 
participate in a powerful day of team-building exercises 
that encourage compassion and empathy while fostering 
inclusive school environments.

9 10
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ART INTENSIVE
The 2021 Art Intensive brought together 41 visual art teachers for an in-person experience at Nathan Benderson Park’s Finish 
Tower. Featuring sessions from local artists and scholars from Eckerd College and The University of Tampa, participants engaged 
in powerful presentations and interactive lessons geared toward inspiring and reinvigorating teaching practices. Collectively, this 
year’s participants are responsible for more than 12,300 students in Manatee and Sarasota counties.

EDUCATION AMBASSADOR PROGRAM
This year-long program is designed to empower up to 25 teachers, administrators and school staff to bring messages of inclusion 
and belonging into their schools in innovative ways. Ambassadors participate in professional development sessions and the creation 
of EOD-inspired projects that build more respectful and inclusive school cultures. The 2021/2022 ambassador cohort represents 
22 schools and over 5,000 students from Manatee and Sarasota counties.

VTS COUNSELOR TRAINING
Visual Thinking Strategies (VTS) is a collaborative, student-centered teaching method that improves critical thinking skills and 
fosters inclusive community-building dialogue through facilitated discussions of visual images. More than 150 school counselors 
from Sarasota County Schools participated in virtual workshops with EOD staff to better understand how and when to utilize 
VTS with students.

TEACHERS PARTICIPATED 
IN OUR EDUCATION 
INITIATIVES LAST YEAR1,439 “I am grateful to be affiliated with a group of individuals committed 

to challenging themselves, creating opportunities for inclusivity and 
finding creative ways to help students with self-expression.”

– Elementary School Teacher

9 10



BY THE NUMBERS THE EXHIBIT 
Our annual art exhibit inspires visitors to cultivate 
a community of diversity and inclusion.

384,2803,692,000
visitors in 2021visitors since 2004

123,220
submissions since 2005

17,413 2022 Art and Quotation 
submissions from...

123
countries

423
schools

47
states

500
Thank you to our  

volunteers in 2021
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EDUCATION INITIATIVES
Education initiatives allow our local students 
to experience field trips, curriculum and art 
education that promote kindness and respect.

41,585 students participated in our  
education initiatives in 2021

DOCENT PROGRAM & COEXISTENCE CLUBS

905 15817,052
classrooms schools/centersbooks donated

142
high school 

docents

9,204
students benefiting 
from docent tours

290
club  

members
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Waratah, Australia

Ellie Goss

“You’re perfectly you;  
there is no substitute.”

Artist Statement: This artwork shows a girl covered in tattoos - 
phrases which describe how good you are. As long as you look for 
someone else to validate who you are by seeking their approval, you 
won’t be good enough for yourself. Good enough means that you 
are okay just the way you are, and that you play your position in this 
world. In a world full of diversity, you need to be valued by yourself in 
order to be integrated into a society and accepted by others.

Čakovec, Croatia

Sanda Bogdan

I Am Enough
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12th Grade, Viqarunnisa Noon College
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Artist Statement: My artwork depicts that everyone irrespective of 
caste, creed, gender, religion, race, color, nationality, is human. All 
are equal. Everyone’s contribution is significant. If all remain united 
forgetting the external differences, this world will be a better place. 
The mediums of this painting are acrylic paint and poster colors.

Lekki, Nigeria

Oghogho Abieyuwa Odiase

Farzana Yeasmin

“The more you embrace the 
diversity of others, the more 

you expand your world.”

We Are All Human
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Artist Statement: I wanted to take a stance regarding the Asian 
hate movement brought by the pandemic. It made me fear for my own 
life as I felt insecure about my background. I tried to think of my own 
ways that I can stop the discrimination through the spread of social 
media, which I found as a rising trend for teens like me. Knowing that 
I have the power to stop the hate made me feel the need to speak up 
and educate others who are unaware of the discrimination brought 
by differences in races and culture. I created my artwork using acrylic 
paint. By adding social media and news-like elements, I tried to show 
the shock as well as the urgent need to stop the hate.

Venice, Florida

Fran Squires, M.Ed.

“‘Pardon my prejudice,’  
said no one ever.”

11th Grade, Happy Valley Art School 
San Ramon, California

Cindy Zhou

My Way
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Artist Statement: Mentorship can be the one thing that helps a child 
grow to reach his full potential. In this piece, the viewer can see the 
growth of the boy as he goes from a child drawing to an adult that 
designs buildings. It shouldn’t matter what a child’s background, race, 
or lack of parental figures is; every child should be able to succeed 
and become a mentor themselves one day.

11th Grade, Venice High School
Venice, Florida

Teacher: Dr. Henson-Dacey

Noah Whelden

“Don’t focus on what could be,  
create what will be.”

12th Grade, Ida B. Wells APAC
Jackson, Mississippi 
Teacher: Renna Moore-Edwards

Khai Thompson

Building an Artist
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Solihull, United Kingdom

Aakriti Kaushik

“The problem isn’t that I’m 
different. It is the expectation 

that I should be the same.”

Artist Statement: I have a cousin who dances and can dance just 
about every style. She feels the freest when she can do her own thing. 
It’s ok to be different and stand out.

Clearwater, Florida

Michael O’Connell

Fearless
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“Your worth is not equal to 
likes, comments, and posts.”

8th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Laura Segreto

Annelise Kummer Artist Statement: I was born in Rio de Janeiro and work in different 
areas of art such as music, poetry, illustrations, and paintings. Self-
taught from an early age, I have shared my strokes on screen and 
offered cartoons and illustrations for newspapers and national 
and regional magazines.

Gabriel Grecco
Niterói, Brazil

Live or Like
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Artist Statement: This piece depicts an androgynous silhouette of 
an LGBTQ+ person that is smiling, happy, and has the light and rays of 
different LGBTQ+ flags coming from the silhouette. I wanted to show 
that many LGBTQ+ people can be very happy and loving. This topic 
is meaningful to me because my family has multiple members of the 
LGBTQ+ community and depicting the community in a positive light is 
important to me.

Sarasota, Florida

Irene Nicola

“If I have to wear armor  
to protect myself from harsh 
discrimination, how will you 

ever see how beautiful  
I really am?”

11th Grade, Riverview High School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Colleen Cory

Ellie Caflisch

Embrace Your True Colors
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Artist Statement: The two main intentions for this work are whimsy 
and confoundment. When viewers laugh in delight or scratch their 
heads in wonder, that’s when I know that my work is hitting home. 
With this piece, I seek to upend the idea of family as a human 
construct. If family bonds can exist in inanimate objects – in this case 
Southern California’s iconic “wacky men,” then bonds can be built 
across problematic chasms of clashing values, cultures, or heritage. 
I understand art as “an act of subversion that uses entertainment to 
instruct,” and choose to convey my own subversive medium with a 
touch of whimsy and confoundment.

6th Grade, Sarasota School of Arts & Sciences
Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Brian Hubbard

Stephanie Orjuela-Ortega

“We were born to be different, 
not indifferent.”

Monrovia, California

John Vorhaus

Things Not Often Thought of 
as Families Often are Families
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Artist Statement: My visual interests always gravitate toward 
people. Intergenerational images, ethnicity, street views, children, 
aging – these are the themes I explore. When I travel, I am also 
attuned to photography, capturing such images as Polish street 
musicians, a billiard hall in Berlin, a spunky gallery owner in southern 
France, Vietnamese street scenes, and museumgoers.

Bradenton, Florida

Alicia Chalmers

“We are so much better  
united in kindness  

than divided in anger.”

Cincinnati, Ohio

Connie Springer

Children Playing
BEST IN SHOW

Q U OTATIO N
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Sarasota, Florida

Seth Morano

“We have a responsibility  
to see injustice  

and a right to oppose it.”

Bari, Italy

Francesco Dabbicco

In the Same Sea

Artist Statement: Narration by succession of images has become my 
way of telling stories. This work is inspired by one of the great dramas 
of my land, the migratory journey from North Africa to the European 
coasts, a journey that too often ends without reaching the destination. 
Mine is such a simple reflection that every time I’m amazed at how 
much it is taken for granted: we are all born from the same sea, a sea 
that bathes the coasts of all continents and connects every culture, a 
sea that gives life and sometimes brings death, a sea that, in the course 
of history, has been crossed by all peoples to conquer, to escape, 
to exchange and finally, simply, to travel. The work consists of three 
“frames” which were obtained by digitally mounting two illustrations 
painted in oil on canvas paper.
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Artist Statement: Mental illness and depression education is 
something that was rarely talked about in school until more and 
more classrooms began SEL (Social Emotional Learning) lessons. By 
helping us take care of our mental health, there is acceptance when 
someone tells you that they are really struggling and can’t move 
forward. Because I am also neurodiverse, I struggle with the ability to 
express what is wrong. I wanted to make an artwork that portrayed my 
depressive episodes and mundane cycle day-by-day that felt like a 
broken record. Thanks to understanding by my friends, teachers, and 
family I now can break free of this depressive cycle and maybe one 
day pull someone else out of their repetitive cycle.

8th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Colleen Joiner

Ayda Tarlton

“A person is like a book.  
You can’t judge them 

 if you don’t know  
what is going on inside.”

11th Grade, Ida B. Wells APAC
Jackson, Mississippi
Teacher: Renna Moore-Edwards

Dion Hines

Broken Record: The Effects of 
Depression and Monotony
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Artist Statement: Being yourself isn’t easy. Standing up for yourself 
isn’t easy. Being neurodivergent isn’t easy. Having a sexual orientation 
isn’t easy. To discover who you are and live your life is never easy, 
especially when others don’t see what you are undergoing, don’t 
understand you, or outright refuse to learn, based on their own 
perspectives. In ‘Pushing Away Demons’, a girl struggles to push 
up a barrier to protect herself from demons. The barrier holds the 
foundations she needs to push away the demons. The seven demons 
are the ghostly beings that try to bring down the girl with their words.

Cluj-Napoca, Romania

Cristina Ghita

“All my tears  
have watered my roots  

enough so I grew strong.”

Washington, D.C.

Celine Krempp

Pushing Away Demons

37 38



37 38



Artist Statement: Peace theater in a war-torn country after 10 years 
of conflict in Syria: 90% of children need support to live peacefully. 
Life has a different meaning; everything related to normal life will also 
disappear. Walid Abu Rashid passes in front of buildings bombed in 
the war in the northwest of the country and holds a wooden board. A 
large plastic bag full of toys followed by dozens of children. A short 
respite from the war for the children of the jihadist city of Idlib. War-
weary children sing to the sound of the megaphone as hand puppets 
of a lion and a mouse emerge from a square hole in the board. They 
shouted in unison, “How? It’s nice to live in peace.”

Damoh, India

Roshni Chhabra

“When life gives you  
tough cookies, crush them  

and bake a cake.”

Gaziantep, Turkey

Mouneb Taim

War Notes
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Phoenix, Arizona

Elizabeth Young

Artist Statement: I desire to represent people and concepts 
truthfully, and often find myself working in realism. In this piece I 
created illustrations of various people who represent my community. 
The people I have met throughout my academic career have shown me 
the importance of having a diverse society. They’ve shown me a society 
that is respectful of all. Many societies are diverse, but the individuals 
within often struggle to embrace and empathize with people whose 
experiences are different from their own. This art piece is a call to 
action that causes viewers to question their biases. Are they relying on 
only their own experiences to shape their worldview or are they open 
to the views and unique experiences of others whose lives and cultures 
are different from their own? Understanding and dismantling bias will 
foster inclusivity and build a healthy and diverse community.

“My color may not be the 
same, but my feelings are.”

Morristown, Tennessee

Gracie Cliff

Seek to Understand the 
Experiences of Others
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Artist Statement: When I think of us as a species not realizing that 
we are all the same race, it makes me feel sad. Why are we taught 
that we are different “races” when we are simply one race: Human? 
Scientifically speaking, we are the last of our kind; isn’t that reason 
enough to love one another like the brothers and sisters we are? While 
sketching ideas I wondered if there was life beyond our planet, what 
would they think of us? Would they be horrified, saddened, or simply 
look at us as primitive beings not worthy of interaction? I felt that a 
room full of school age aliens recoiling in horror while learning facts 
about Earth and its people would be a fun concept, so I created a 
small futuristic lecture room and filled it with different kinds of aliens. 
None of them happy with what they see.

10th Grade, Pine View School
Ospey, Florida

Teacher: Christopher Pauling

Mark Lyda

“A change of mindset can 
change the world.”

Leeds, United Kingdom

Aoi Lee

What Would They  
Think of Us?
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Artist Statement: This piece was inspired by the quote, “The 
different shades of colours represent cultural diversity,” by Lailah 
Gifty Akita. So often people say or imply that they are “colorblind” 
not understanding how that sounds to the person they’re saying it to. 
This world is unbelievably diverse and the answer to our problems 
isn’t the erasure of our differences; it’s the acknowledgement and 
respect of them.

10th Grade, Pine View School
Osprey, Florida

Teacher: Christopher Pauling

Amy Kim

“Equality isn’t thinking  
everyone is the same.  

It’s treating everyone equally even 
though we’re all different.”

Burien, Washington

Allegra Keys

The Truth About Color
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Artist Statement: Homelessness sits at the nexus of isolation, 
vulnerability, and stigma. Passersby often ignore the issue at hand 
and reinforce that “outsider” perspective through stares and chatter, 
bringing only negative attention to the unbound members of society. 
However, judgment is unfair as we don’t truly know what everyone 
goes through. Through my art I wanted to convey that sense of 
purpose: Unapologetically free. Free of mind, free of self, and free of 
responsibility. Or perhaps a sense of ease and peace representing the 
freedom available. I chose an untraditional route in advocating such 
an important social matter. Choosing to display positivity rather than 
negativity because the Earth is home for all living matter and that’s 
what we all share.

Lekki, Nigeria

Oghogho Abieyuwa Odiase

“All the mirror does 
 is reflect back what you see; 

how you interpret it  
is entirely up to you.”

12th Grade, Booker High School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Jeffery Cornwell

Ella Swartz

Unbound
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Artist Statement: Mim (8 years old) is doing her homework sitting 
under the streetlamp while looking after her little brother. She has 
been living in the street of Dhaka with her family for years. On the 
streets it is dangerous; there is little hygiene, high level of violence, 
abuse and often scarcity of food and safe drinking water. Education 
is a luxury for her. Still, she cherishes a dream to get proper education 
to escape the street life. She strongly believes education can make her 
homelessness a temporary experience instead of a lifelong sentence.

8th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Colleen Joiner

Aaden Diaz

“Despair is temporary;  
hope is forever.”

Dhaka, Bangladesh

Mithail Afrige Chowdhury

The Light of Hope
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Artist Statement: These faces are a celebration of locks, curls, 
wavy, dead straight, and messy hairstyles in honor of all the beautiful 
and powerful women all over the globe. From natural hair of different 
regions to how women choose to style it, they add a piece of their 
culture to any room they walk into. The background of each face differs 
from one another; this is a further nod in that direction. This artwork will 
never be completed. It aims to grow bigger and merrier by inviting 
all powerful and strong women from every part of the world to wear 
their hair proudly, while leaving their mark on this artwork. I have used 
acrylics to paint this on several canvases that I later put together to 
create a single painting. I played with various thicknesses of paint and 
used various tools to obtain all the textures of this painting.

Bradenton, Florida

Kathleen Brand

“Straight. Wavy. Curly. Coily. 
Kinky. Beautiful.”

Colombo, Sri Lanka

Thameesha Eliyapura

Identities
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Artist Statement: My artwork navigates, through colorful visual 
storytelling pertaining to the modern American way of life, our 
relationships with the environment and nature and what it means to 
live in healthy communities. Often these themes are combined into 
multi-media endeavors that incorporate mundane domestic objects 
done with whimsical touch and humor. This piece focuses on the 
differences between the younger generation, which represents a new 
world and a new way of thinking, and the older generation which 
represents an older thinking. The artwork depicts how the two find a 
common language to communicate with each other and bridge the 
differences in a positive and constructive manner. I hope it will invoke 
a conversation which will inspire others to explore how we bridge the 
gap between our different world views.

8th Grade, Pine View School
Osprey, Florida

Teacher: Wendy Hazlett

Tais Gadar

“Before choosing hate,  
try to imagine love.”

Mount Shasta, California

Baruch Inbar

Bridging the  
Generation Gap
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Artist Statement: I would like to play with everyone in a lovely 
playground! I paint my good time memories with my family and friends.

Sarasota, Florida

Kim Farrell

“Children are the  
unread pages of the  
book of the future.”

Kindergarten, Pooi To Primary School
Hong Kong
Teacher: Mrs. Wingki Ho

Ho Yu Tung

Let’s Jump Together!
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Artist Statement: My artwork symbolizes the sense of loneliness 
that people may often feel, especially during the pandemic. The cool 
color background highlights a feeling of misery and sorrow as blue 
and green are often associated with sadness and tears. The only 
warm colors in my artwork are on the girl. This contrast between 
warm vs. cool draws attention to the idea that anyone, even if you 
feel alone, emanates brightness and energy, and that everyone is 
valued and loved.

8th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Colleen Joiner

Kate Landry

“Acceptance is  
the last step of grieving; 

 let’s make it  
the first step of living.”

12th Grade, BASIS Chandler
Chandler, Arizona

Katherine Wei

Alone

57 58



57 58



Artist Statement: Photography allows me to tell facts which can be 
a story, a moment, or a state of mind, believing that it is an honest, 
spontaneous way to generate social awareness. Inspirations come 
from the reality of everyday life through observing others, or oneself, 
using intuition as a tool. This photograph represents a lot to me; it was 
taken on a weekend at my grandmother’s house. Her hands, over 
90 years old and calloused from working at a young age in farming 
when she immigrated from Japan to Brazil, meet the little hands of my 
niece, the youngest of the family. The new generation still struggles 
with similar issues as the previous generations but gives us hope for 
a better future.

5th Grade, Shelanu
Tel Mond, Israel

Teacher: Bracha Menashe

Yahli Kalfus

“Give me your hand;  
let’s walk together. 

 My path will be easier and 
yours more interesting.”

Toronto, Canada

Mariana Topfstedt

The Generations  
that Enrich Us
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Artist Statement: There is a Greek saying, “don’t judge so that you 
won’t be judged.” People go on criticizing each other all the time, but 
what we really should be doing is opening our minds. Diversity isn’t 
something that breaks a society apart. It keeps it together. There is no 
shame in being yourself. We are beautiful. We are different. We are 
unique. But most importantly, we are all equals. With this art piece I try 
to highlight this message and show that all people, regardless of their 
origin, gender, color, or characteristics must have equal opportunities 
and rights. If this is implemented, we will be able to cooperate and, 
through the different ideas and views, grow as a society. It starts with 
a step forward. Let’s take it.

11th Grade, Arlington High School
Arlington, Massachusetts

Samip Phuyal

“There are hundreds of 
languages in this world, but 

acceptance is a language  
we all understand.”

9th Grade
Alexandroupolis, Greece

Lydia Saxoni

Equally Different
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Artist Statement: Art comprises a multitude of styles and 
appearances. No matter how different the presentation may be, 
we can all discover what we love in all genres. One cannot ignore 
parallels with past and current day issues regarding multiculturalism. 
Understanding our differences and being able to coexist and interact 
with each other in peace is paramount. We ride the train of life 
together, accepting others as they are and seeing the beauty within us.

Tsing Yi, Hong Kong

Jumshad Aisha

“A slight change of perspective 
can change the entire story.”

Vancouver, Canada

Andrew McDermott

Different Strokes  
for Different Folks
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Artist Statement: This is in tribute to Supreme Court Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg. The work is part of a stitched fabric series called the 
“Lady Corona Comforter Series” that I began during the pandemic. 
Lady Corona is meant to be a figure who offers comfort. Lady Corona 
(right) joins two couples, among the many constituencies whose lives 
were impacted by Ginsburg and among thousands who came out 
to pay respects after her passing. I am Professor Emeritus of African 
American Studies and Art History at Western Illinois University, and 
author of The Black Arts Movement and the Black Panther Party in 
American Visual Culture (Routledge, 2019).

7th Grade, Booker Middle School
Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Joanna Fox

Massiel Escalona

“A mask can hide my mouth, 
but it can’t limit my words.”

Surfside Beach, South Carolina

Jo-Ann Morgan

Justice for All
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Artist Statement: The negative emotions that we carry around 
keep us from being our happiest and showing our true talents. In this 
piece, the bag represents all the emotions that weigh us down. Anger, 
Envy, Jealously, Fear, Greed, Sorrow, and many others. The Bluebird 
is often used as a symbol of happiness and joy. And the snow shows 
how if we hang onto our emotional baggage, we are left in a cold 
and miserable existence.

New Delhi, India

Falak Arif

“One is not defeated until one 
loses hope and confidence.”

Savannah, Georgia

Lisa Rosenmeier

Emotional Baggage
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Artist Statement: All the smiling faces of people are the same. The 
eyes are elongated to the side, the sparkling light stays in the pupils, 
the mouth is wide open from side to side, and the muscles around the 
mouth are pulled upwards. Regardless of race, gender, age, religion, 
skin color, or hair color, people’s smiles are all the same. And the 
appearance of smiling people always makes those who see it happy. 
By acknowledging and embracing differences, people are respected, 
comfortable, and able to laugh out loud. And it is a way for me to be 
respected, happy, and smile also.

Tsim Sha Tsui, Hong Kong

Joseph Okai

“A smile is a universal language 
which transcends every culture 

and breaks every barrier.”

13th Grade, North London Collegiate School Jeju
Seoul, South Korea

Hyunseo Lee

Smiles
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Artist Statement: My artwork depicts the boxes society puts us in 
and how they affect the LGBTQ+ community specifically. It shows that 
it’s not impossible to break free of those boxes and that just being 
yourself is enough.

Toledo, Ohio

Valerie King

“Instead of thinking  
outside of it, let’s eliminate the box 

altogether.”

9th Grade, North Port High School
North Port, Florida
Teacher: Chloe DuBois

Kai Smith

Out of the Box
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Artist Statement: I believe that diversity and inclusion means being 
able to appreciate other cultures and lifestyles. It means sharing a piece 
of your life in hopes of enriching another’s. I decided to incorporate 
food, an artwork that is often used to distinguish one region from 
others, into my work. To display inclusion, I wanted to portray each 
person indulging in a meal from the other’s culture, to respect and learn 
from one another. I spent some time researching special dishes that 
are prominent in each culture, such as the Okonomiyaki in Japan and 
Koeksisters in South Africa. When I started painting, I mostly focused 
on the use of contrast throughout this piece, which is why I used a 
black and white background and a colorful, vibrant foreground.

Tyrone, Georgia

Kimberly Boyd

“Do you have the courage to 
invite someone new  

to your lunch table?”

9th Grade, Parrish Community High School
Bradenton, Florida

Mia Gonzalez

Cultural Buffet

BEST IN SHOW

ST U D E N T
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Artist Statement: Words that are spoken repeatedly never seem 
to go away. This image reflects the pressure on us to be perfect and 
shows people altering what doesn’t need to be changed, all for the 
recognition and validation of others. The hands are all the same, and 
they are molding us into an ideal picture. The camera lens is focused on 
us, not letting us breathe, not letting us rest for a minute. The pressure 
on us is unbearable. Hopefully, it will dissipate over time. Different isn’t 
ugly and accepting it should be a necessity. Being able to work on 
a piece that encourages individuality and paints a picture of all the 
things that I went through is freeing. People used to demand that I “do 
this, not that.” I don’t want to play it safe. I want to be me, do it my way, 
fail, get back on my feet, and learn from my mistakes.

8th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Laura Segreto

Katherine DiMaggio

“Beauty is not defined by your 
body but by your heart.”

Belgrade, Serbia

Mia Markovic

The Pressure of Perfection
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Artist Statement: As a Brazilian, immigrant artist I understand, first-
hand, that diversity and inclusion are not only important but urgent. 
We are all different people with unique lived experiences coexisting 
in the same place. I believe that our unifying principal and the flag we 
should raise is that of love and respect. My art depicts a diverse group 
of people from difference ethnicities, races, gender, and body types 
coming together as one. Their diversity makes their community stronger.

London, United Kingdom

Zita Holbourne 

“Our differences makes us unique;  
our unity makes us strong.”

Baltimore, Maryland

Camila Leão

Strength in Diversity
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Artist Statement: To me, this shows how nice words empower 
people and mean words cut people down and make them feel bad.

11th Grade, Venice High School
Venice, Florida

Teacher: Dr. Henson-Dacey

MaKenna Hurley

“Find someone who cheers 
the loudest when you win and 
inspires you when you lose.”

8th Grade, Venice Middle School
Venice, Florida
Teacher: Lisa Jodwalis

Sarah Sklar

Kindness Wins
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Artist Statement: Through the years, I have learned to cope with 
many situations by plastering my observations and opinions on a 
canvas, associating certain colors to material and spiritual things. 
As a Hispanic, homosexual male, I have witnessed a great deal 
of discrimination from a variety of sources. I have seen violence 
and division created by hate and ignorance. This artwork reflects 
how I perceived America on June 12, 2016 - when 49 members of 
the LGBTQA+ community were killed inside the Pulse Nightclub in 
Orlando, FL. This simplistic depiction on the surface masks a deep 
state of fear, despair, helplessness, confusion, and anger against 
those who want to hurt those who are considered different in their 
eyes. The color red carries the meaning of blood and life. It’s used in a 
literal matter. The colors of the Pride flag take over the red, white, and 
blue of the American flag, and the stars become unfortunate victims of 
this unnecessary tragedy.

7th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Susy Grandusky

Jack Sheehan

“America is made  
of a lot more colors than  

red, white, and blue.”

Cape Coral, Florida

David Acevedo

For the 49
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Artist Statement: In these strange times that we are experiencing, 
children are exposed to the worst of our society. The internet, videos, 
television, and printed media put forth material where the concepts 
of character, honesty and compassion are nowhere to be found. 
As an illustrator I have had the great privilege to create art for the 
wonderful Bucket Filler books by Carol McCloud. In working with 
Carol, I have had the opportunity to experience her love of children, 
creative sincerity, and strength of character. Her books are all about 
building character and kindness in children. In my illustrations I aspire 
to support visually the importance of Carol’s concepts utilizing bright 
color and interesting faces with visuals that are fun and humorous. I 
render the artwork in watercolor and enhance detail and texture 
using colored pencil.

11th Grade, Pine View School
Osprey, Florida

Teacher: Christopher Pauling

Kelly Zalewski

“Be the hand that  
someone holds when they  

have nothing else in reach.”

North Wales, Pennsylvania

Glenn Zimmer

Help Others
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Artist Statement: This piece was done to bring awareness to the 
stereotypes surrounding Black men in America. It is my goal to evoke 
change for the young men and women of color in America so that one 
day they will have a fair opportunity in the United States.

Sarasota, Florida

Christopher Nicola

“If all are created equal,  
why aren’t we acting that way?”

Roxboro, North Carolina

Alexis Thompson

Threat?
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Sarasota, Florida

Debra Piner

“Remember,  
it’s WE the people,  

not ME the people.”
Artist Statement: “UnSeen” was inspired by the Black Lives Matter 
protests that occurred during the summer of 2020. It was during 
this time that I began to understand the power of using my artwork 
to express my own voice. In this drawing, the eyes are covered to 
represent how people of color are not seen for who they truly are. 
Instead, they are only seen for what’s on the outside: the color of their 
skin. As a result, numerous degrading epithets are ascribed to people 
of color, and they are continuously facing unjust discrimination and 
acts of hatred. My visual art serves to highlight a singular aspect of 
how diverse populations and communities are steadily overlooked 
and are constantly refused the respect that they deserve.

Sugar Hill, Georgia

Michael Riley

UnSeen

87 88



87 88



7th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Susy Grandusky

Caroline Clissold

“You can be strong and 
powerful and still cry.”

Artist Statement: As soon as we are born, we are given a name, a 
religion, a nationality, and a race. The problem is that many people 
spend the rest of their lives defending a fictional identity that creates all 
kind of conflicts. With that comes competition for ascendancy in world 
trade, power, or military that may simply be empty and destructive 
on every level. The more we educate ourselves through art and learn 
about other cultures and traditions, the more we’ll be enriched, which 
will help us to rise above the religious dogmas, political ideologies 
and national allegiances that bitterly divide the world in the first place.

Vienna, Austria

Bransha Gautier

We Want Justice
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Artist Statement: I made this piece to share my personal experience 
with violating, unwanted advances and coming to terms with it. This 
piece is meant to show one of the most common reactions to this kind of 
advance, which is to freeze in place. This happens to many individuals 
of all races, genders, sexes, ages, and orientations. This happens 
because they are panicked. Because they are scared. Because they 
are shocked. I have been put into situations like this before, and likely 
will be put into the same types of situations again in the future. This 
statement is for those who are out there and feel as if they have been 
overlooked. I want to let you know I see you, and there are others 
who will too.

7th Grade, Sarasota School of Arts & Sciences
Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Brian Hubbard

Charlotte Bauman

“Can you truly understand 
if you won’t even take  

the time to listen?”

Esperanza Paulino
11th Grade, North Port High School
North Port, Florida
Teacher: Marilyn Caruso

Suspended
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Artist Statement: Class is a small model of society. Each of us has 
different opportunities in the classroom. Unconditional love makes us 
equal in the classroom. Corn or flower, it doesn’t matter; there are 
many ways to show love.

6th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Kim Farrell

André Hersom

“A seed of friendship is planted 
with a wave and a smile.”

Welcome to Class

Çeşme, Turkey

Hilal Özcan
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Artist Statement: “A Mile in My Shoes” showcases six individuals 
from different walks of life. My piece illustrates the idea that immersing 
yourself in others’ lives, rather than judging them, is vital to moving 
forward. I believe walking in the shoes of others allows you to 
gain empathy and perspective - enriching your own life through 
understanding the diversity around you.

Phoenix, Arizona

Peije Delplo

“Compassion is ALWAYS  
in fashion.”

10th Grade, Menasha High School
Menasha, Wisconsin

Madison Olszewski

A Mile in My Shoes
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Artist Statement: This illustration originally started several years 
ago with an article about third gender people, but now it’s more about 
gender stereotypes in every way. It portrays pressure on a person in 
connection with determining a gender and stereotypes that prescribe 
a certain behavior to a person of any gender.

Jaipur, India

Riddhi Joshi

“Use ‘accept’ more often  
than ‘except,’ and you are one 
step closer to establishing an 

all-inclusive society.”

Moscow, Russian Federation

Anna Vasilieva

It’s a Cruel Game
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Artist Statement: History, his story. Stop debating whether we 
should teach Critical Race Theory and just teach history. History, 
teach his story.

Bradenton, Florida

Brittany Braniger

“Through my eyes I see.  
Through yours, I understand.  

Together we change.”

Sarasota, Florida

Clifford McDonald

Teach His Story
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Artist Statement: Just like plants, we grow as a person depending 
on what we feed ourselves. If we continually live in the negativity of 
hate, jealousy, and resentment then we will fail to bloom as a person. 
By feeding ourselves positive attributes we can grow and help others 
as well. For this piece I was inspired by my own little home garden, 
and what it needed to be healthy. If we continue to build each other 
up, we can create a healthy and thriving community. For this digital 
piece I used Procreate with a mix of inking and watercolor brushes.

San Juan, Philippines

Yasser Mecate

“The way you think can change 
how you act; the way you act 

can change how others think.”

Sarasota, Florida

Samantha Miller

Cultivation

BEST IN SHOW

A D U LT
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Artist Statement: The track & field athletic event is enjoyed with full 
convictions by the participants, and for them, it allows them to be in a 
state of living without any feelings of discrimination & alienation.

Dayton, Ohio

Marsha Danzig

“Disability - The ability to 
stand your ground even when 

you have no feet.”

Kolkata, India

Amitava Chandra

We Can Overcome
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Artist Statement: During my upbringing, I was instilled with ancestral 
knowledge and veneration of the land by my paternal grandmother 
who held the important role of cultural director in her community. 
In contrast, my maternal grandfather taught me the teachings of the 
Christian church which helped forge my integrity and spiritual strength. 
Both perspectives have been vital to the way I perceive the world and 
have allowed me to deeply connect with nature and human emotion. 
My works are inspired by traditional Native American teachings 
infused with the aesthetic of the Chicano neighborhoods of North 
Phoenix. I am deeply drawn to the aesthetic of tattoo art which is often 
placed playfully in my designs. The geometric rug designs alongside 
the Arizona flag colors and cityscapes are telling of my experience 
growing up in both Phoenix and the Navajo Reservation.

Minnetonka, Minnesota

Adrian Potter

“Diversity and inclusivity 
aren’t just about providing 

seats at the table,  
but also recognizing the value 

of those sitting there.”

Phoenix, Arizona

Jesse Yazzie

Beautiful Color
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Sakina Mandsaurwalla

Artist Statement: My drawing depicts the decrease in the number of 
people who help others just to show kindness, love, and compassion 
with no thought of getting something in return. A lot of people only 
perform charity work now to be seen as compassionate to others 
through means like social media. Outside the hourglass, with lightness 
to darkness, it shows that humanity is going from light and friendly 
days to dark and selfish times. The flowing sand shows the lessening 
of the number of people who help with pure intentions. I believe that 
through this drawing I tried to put on paper what many people don’t 
notice. Nowadays people just want to be kind to show off on social 
media which is really upsetting to me. Let’s stop this and show some 
real kindness with love and compassion.

Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Stephanie Mayberry

“How you treat others  
is a direct reflection of  

how you feel about yourself.  
And you control both.”

8th Grade, Fazlani L’Academie Globale
Mumbai, India

Time Changes Compassion
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Artist Statement: I believe that we should not discriminate against 
people for things that identify them and traits that they were born 
with including skin color, disability, upbringing, body size, parents, 
etc. I personally have experience with being bullied for not being 
academically smart and it pushed me to draw this art. The figures on 
the right side bully the children on the left that portray all the traits 
I listed above. The lighting on the outcast children is a symbol that 
there is hope for them; they are in a place of joy with the colorful 
graffiti that stands for what they believe. We are all born equal, so 
why do we discriminate against each other? Their faces hold the 
emotions commonly felt by people who are discriminated against. I 
used a combination of Procreate and wit to get to the end of this long 
and personal art.

8th Grade, Pine View School
Osprey, Florida

Teacher: Wendy Hazlett

Cora McGinnis

“A single word can shatter 
someone in a million pieces.”

12th Grade, Oasis International School KL
Selangor, Malaysia
Teacher: Benjamin Persson

Naomi Luv Lee

We Are Born Equal
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Artist Statement: My piece represents racial, social, gender, and 
disability inclusion. Everyone in our world is different in their own 
way and come from different backgrounds. Regardless of these 
differences, we all have the power to come together as one and 
embrace them. There are four different kinds of shoes shown in my 
photo, each representing a different “walk of life.” The way the shoes 
are framed symbolizes four people of different backgrounds: the 
sneaker of a teen, the dress shoe of a businessman, the work boot 
of a disabled man with a prosthetic, and the high heel of a woman. 
If we could put ourselves in other’s shoes and take into consideration 
that we are all going through different things and come from different 
places, we could spread more love and beauty in our world.

7th Grade, Sarasota Middle School
Sarasota, Florida

Teacher: Kaitlyn Williams

Kirra Mcloughlin

“Differences don’t divide us 
from others, not accepting our 

differences does.”

10th Grade, Sarasota High School
Sarasota, Florida
Teacher: Debra Markley

Charlotte Pico

In My Shoes
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Artist Statement: Self-love is accepting ourselves just as we are. 
Women have been judged for not complying with the stereotypes of 
the “perfect body,” and it hasn’t been easy to love each other just as 
we are. I want to communicate loving ourselves and loving others. I 
used the Clip Studio Paint program and a Wacom Intuos Draw Small 
graphic tablet to do my work. All hearts represent our ways of loving, 
either ourselves or others.

Burlington, New Jersey

Darcy Grabenstein

“One size does not fit all.  
Let’s rip off those labels.”

12th Grade, Universidad de Monterrey Unidad Fundadores
Escobedo, Mexico
Teacher: Perla Verónica Gómez Flores

Valeria Torres Cantú

Lovestyle
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As part of Embracing Our Differences’ mission to celebrate and share amazing 
works of art created by students, the pieces below, which were created by 
elementary students in Manatee and Sarasota County, have been selected as 
Rising Stars for the 2022 Exhibit.

Phoebe Buyssens
5th Grade, Bay Haven School of  Basics Plus 
Sarasota, FL, Teacher: Alicia Stein

Gianella Hernandez Nunez
4th Grade, R.H. Prine Elementary School 
Bradenton, FL, Teacher: Kristen Simpson

Elena Newcomb
5th Grade, Sarasota Academy of  the Arts 
Sarasota, FL, Teacher: Courtney Tippett
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Fernanda Paola Canquiz Fermin
5th Grade, Bayshore Elementary School 
Bradenton, FL, Teacher: Julia DeJarnette

Annie Sizemore
4th Grade, Phillippi Shores Elementary School 
Sarasota, FL, Teacher: Petie Brown

Maya Tran
5th Grade, Braden River Elementary School 
Bradenton, FL, Teacher: Kathy Kushmer
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SUBMIT YOUR ART
We invite you to participate in creating a society 
that is more inclusive for all. Consider submitting an 
original work of art and know that you are helping 
to create an inclusive community where differences 
are celebrated.

For complete details about this juried exhibit, including available cash prizes, and to make submissions, visit us online at 
EmbracingOurDifferences.org

SUBMIT YOUR QUOTATION
Personal thoughts that accompany each work of art provide our 
community a chance to voice their thoughts and ideas on the 
importance of diversity and inclusion. The combination of 
visual art and the written word adds a deeper dimension to the 
overall experience.

SUPPORT THE EXHIBIT
There are many opportunities available to support the 
Embracing Our Differences exhibit and our education 
initiatives. Please consider a gift to help us create a 
community where differences are embraced and individuality 
is celebrated.

Visit EmbracingOurDifferences.org for more information 
and to make a donation.

EMBRACING OUR DIFFERENCES, INC. MEETS ALL REQUIREMENTS SPECIFIED BY THE FLORIDA SOLICITATION OF CONTRIBUTIONS ACT. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL 

INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, 

OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. REGISTRATION NO. CH19398.
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COMMUNITY COLLABORATIONS
Embracing Our Differences is proud of its many collaborations throughout the last year. A past recipient of The Patterson 
Foundation’s “Collaborative Innovator Award,” Embracing Our Differences partnered with ALSO Youth, Asolo Rep, Boxser 
Diversity Initiative, Boys and Girls Club of Manatee County, Boys and Girls Club of Sarasota and Desoto Counties, Bucket Fillers, 
Inc., Community Foundation of Sarasota County, CreArte Latino Cultural Center, Early Learning Coalition of Manatee County, 
Early Learning Coalition of Sarasota County, Easter Seals of Southwest Florida, Ed Smith Stadium, Florida Studio Theatre, The 
Hermitage Artist Retreat, Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee, MagnifyGood, Manatee Arts Education Council, Manatee 
Community Foundation, Manatee Education Foundation, Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, 
Mote Marine Laboratory, Nathan Benderson Park, New College of Florida, NewGate 
School, SaraSolo Productions, Second Heart Homes, Suncoast Campaign for Grade-
Level Reading, The Florida Holocaust Museum, The Patterson Foundation, The 
Ringling Museum, United Way Suncoast, Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall, 
Venice Theatre, Westcoast Black Theatre Troupe, and many others to bring 
innovative diversity education programming to Manatee and Sarasota 
students throughout the school year.
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Presenting Sponsors

Richard Orenstein, as Trustee  
of the Daniel E. Offutt, III  

Charitable Trust
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Exhibit Sponsors

Anonymous Family Foundation  ·  Bank of America Client Foundation  ·  Helga & Jerry Bilik 

Gerald & Sondra Biller  ·  The Doris M. Carter Family Foundation  ·  Drew & Barbara Cervasio 

Roberto Cordaro & Teri A Hansen  ·  Keith Monda & Veronica Brady  ·  Scott & Gayla Moore  

Barbara & Gary Rodkin  ·  The Swart Family Foundation  ·  Ward & Richard  ·  Patti & David Wertheimer
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School Sponsors

The Lassor and Fanny Agoos Charity Fund · Anonymous · Jody Beresford & Robert Mayer · Bobbi & Don Bernstein 

Fred Bloom, M.D. · Barbara Brizdle · Les & Carol Brualdi · Toby Deutsch · David & Susan Gorin 

Barcy Grauer & Bruce Wertheimer · Larry & Mary Greenspon · Larry & Debbie Haspel · Bette Hoffman 

The Johnston Family Fund of Manatee Community Foundation · Arthur S. Karp Family Foundation · Sherry & Tom Koski 

Susan & Randy Mallitz · Jeffrey & Barbara McCurdy · Joy Moravitz · Sanford Rederer & Joni Steinberg 

Skip & Gail Sack · Tobi Leanna Schneider & Steven Neumeister · Lisa & Sophia Schurr · David Schwartz & Nan Thompson 

Tarr Charitable Family Foundation · Bruce & Janet Udell · Nancy Wolk & Michael Ritter

Richard Orenstein, as Trustee  
of the Daniel E. Offutt, III  

Charitable Trust
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Art Sponsors

Clare & Roberto Arguedas · Pat & Bob Baer · Thomas & Karen Bernstein 
Carol Camiener · Claudia Cardillo · Diane & Norman Cohen 

 Leila & Steven M. Gompertz Donor Advised Fund in Memory of Michael Gompertz at the Community Foundation of Sarasota County 
Dr. Raymond & Elizabeth Hautamaki · Lynne Kloss & son Jason Kloss · Ruth & Andy Maass · Barbara & Gerald May 

Alfred Rose · Jane & Paul Rosenstein · Clare & Rich Segall · Nancy & Barry Shapiro · Stephen & Cheryl Shapiro 
David & Lois Stulberg Foundation · Karen & Mike Valentino · Steven Wertheimer · Sheila & Merrill Wynne

Strength in Diversity, Camila Leão, page 78 Bridging the Generation Gap, Baruch Inbar, Page 54 Fearless, Michael O’Connell, page 24

Christina M. de Guia, MD

Richard Orenstein, as Trustee  
of the Daniel E. Offutt, III  

Charitable Trust
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Busing Sponsors

Teach His Story, Clifford McDonald, page 100 Live or Like, Gabriel Grecco, page 26 It’s a Cruel Game, Anna Vasilieva, page 98 Emotional Baggage, Lisa Rosenmeier, page 68

Bob & Elaine Appel · Shari & Steve Ashman · Rich & Rebecca Bergman · Barbara Aline Blanchard & Arthur Siciliano · Alicia & Jim Chalmers  
Dana & Elliott Corn · Warren Coville · Louis & Gloria Flanzer Philanthropic Trust · Jean & Michael Freed · Deborah & Michael Gordon 

 Robert & Bonny Israeloff · Katherine Kaplan · Sue Ellen & Jeff Korach · Lauren Kurnov · Brock & Julie Leach · Linda B. Lipson · The Logan Family  
Cindy & John Loughlin · Chris, Jill & Amelia Malkin · Joan Armour Mendell Foundation · Katie & Michael Moulton · Paver Development  

Peterson-Lager Education Fund · Linda Poteat-Brown & Allen Brown · James & Vicki Rollo · Maggie & Mark Sharff  
Ric Smalley · Anne Spindel · Mark Steinwachs & Jarred Wilson · Su Byron Enterprises · Jack & Adrea Sukin 

Leon & Marysue Wechsler · Judy & Alan Wertheimer · Sarah Wertheimer & Adam Negroski

Richard Orenstein, as Trustee  
of the Daniel E. Offutt, III  

Charitable Trust

123 124



124

Quotation Sponsors

Isabel Anchin Becker · Fran & Jack Braverman · Sharon Burde  · Sandy Chase · bonnie & Michael Chisling · Dr. Marc Cohen · Alice & Edward Cotman · Geri & Lenny Drexler  

Cheryl Duley · Meredith & Albert Ernst · Herman & Sharon Frankel · Roz Goldberg · Mary Haber · Dr. Lewis Hanan · Stephanie & Allen Hochfelder · Renee Hymson 

Bob & Carolyn Johnson · Britnee Laughlin · Marci Marsh · Nelle S. Miller & son, Henry D. Miller · Orna Nissan · Opera America · Jason Owens · Pat & Ron Pantello · Donna Pedro 

Charlotte & Charles Perret · Martin D. & Barbara H. Rich Family Charitable Foundation · Irene Ross · Nancy Roucher · Sanofi · Dorothy Waldron · Judy & Alan Wertheimer

CPA Firm, Inc.
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Friends of the Exhibit
Greta & Jonny Adornetto · Bob & Pam Anderson · Anonymous · Rosann & Ian Black · Elizabeth Arme · Bill & Barbara Axline · Gail & Howard Banner · Melody & Charles Barackman · Sara Benesch  

Susan & Marc Benjamin · Judith Berlow · Kathryn Berrios · Sheila & Jerry Birnbaum · Fred & Janet Bishop · Ross & Wendy Born · Karen & Brian Boyd · Kimberly Boyd · Terry Brackett · Renee Brady  
Susan Brainerd · Barbara Brantman · Joanna & Zachary Brewer · Lauren Brown · Pam & Richard Brown · Linda Bruemmer · Nancy S. Bushnell · Harriet Bussel · Martha Caesar · Linda Cahill · Linda Calvert 

Johnny & Aundria Castleberry · Sara Castro · Jan L. Chester · Elizabeth & Manu Chicoine · Kay & Gary Clarke · Linda Cohn · Denise Cotler · Dana Sprott Cunningham & Thomas Cunningham · Mary Cunningham  
Fred & Judy Cuppy · Mary Dailey · Lillian DelSeni · Dan Denton · Murray Devine · Dr. Marvin & Elyse Diamond · Fay Donaldson · Dr. Bruce & Lori Dorman · Carol & Martin Edelman · Gary & Barbara Eisenberg  

Judy Fine · Sarah Firstenberger · Alison Fogarty · Anne Frame · Christina Fraser · Gilbert & Gretchen Friend-Jones · Alice Fry · Dr. Lonetta M. Gaines · Lynn & David Goldenberg · Michael & Faith Goldman  
Sharon & Neil Goldman · Joan & Bob Goldschmidt · Grace M. Goldstein · Michael & Katie Grasso · Naz Green · Lori Greenbaum · Dr. Arthur M. Guilford · Helen Habbert · Susannah Hammersley · Mary Harrison  

Ora Jean & James Henry · Mary Heyde · Helen Hoffenberg · Dr. Joseph Holt · Steven & Sharron Howard · Deborah Huntley · Margaret Ida · Branan Jacobs · Allen N. Jelks, Sr., M.D. · Melba Jimenez  
Johnson & Johnson · Kathy & Jerry Jordan · Tony & Jan Joseph · Hana Kasim · Judy & Jim Kenley · Jack & Ernie Kent · Howard & Susan Kilman · Kathryn & Kevin Kindelan · Naomi King · Toby Kline  

Philippe Koenig · Susan & Pieter Kohnstam · Korenman Family Foundation · Judy Krohngold · Nancy Krohngold · Laurie Lachowitzer · Lakewood Ranch Women’s Club · Devonne & Donald Larcinese  
April Dowler & John League · Andy & Judi Lesser · Richard & Gail Levin · Margaret M Lewis · Melvy Lewis · Sue and Paul Lipman · Lance Lobo · Phyllis & Gordon Loewengart · Tamara Logan  

Alan & Sue Loring · Bayla Lovens · Joan Lowery · Colleen Lundwall · Helen Magill · Jeff & Roey Margulies · Judith & Donald Markstein · Carol & John Masio · Rita & Barry Mazer · Katy Mcbrayer-Lynch 
 JoAnn McClanahan Katie McCurry · Sheila McKoy · McMaster - Carr · Tony & Belva McNair · Helga Melmed · Walt & Christine Menzel · Gila Meriwether · Francis Misantone · Dr. Harvey & Janet Mishner 

Randall & Karen Morgan Susan Morin · Gloria Moss · Lissa Murphy · Northwestern Mutual St. Louis · Aleksandra Neat Print · Nemah Neemz · Susan & Donald Negroski · Peter Neirouz · Bernice Niss  
Isabel Norton · Kim Noyes, KAN Connect, LLC · Richard & Bibi Ohlsson · Laura Orenstein · Dale Otterman · Flora Oynick · Joshua Oynick · Patrice & Ron Pantello · Janet Parker · Lorelei Paster 

John & Leonore Patterson · Wanda Patterson · Charlotte & Charles Perret · Diane B Peterson · Judy & Howard Polivy · Sujatha Prabhakaran · Eric & Tammy L. Prouty · Ann B. Quackenbush  
Lacy & Jacqueline Ray · Susan & Arthur Reiss · Vena & Brian Reiziss · Win Remley · Nadia Ritter · Rande & Cathe Robbins · Susan L Rogers · Sharon & Frederick Rolle · Ellen & Sidney Rothschild 

Lisa Rubenstein · Adie Rubin ·  Daryle & Dannie Russell · Arlene M. Salzberg · Aida Santiago · Ralph Schmedlock · Nicholas Schnittker · Felice Schulaner & Dennis Rees · Judith Schwartz · Sue Seiter  
Kathryn & Joseph Sever · Jonathan & Barbara Shagrin · Neil & Jean Sheehan · Imran Siddiqui · Lila Siegel · Rabbi & Rona Simon · James & Marcia Slocum · Bob & Pat Smith · Brandy & Daniel Smith 

 Sandy & Jeff Smith · The Smiths · Anne & Leonard Smolin · Barbara Somma · Bonnie Souther · Charlotte Spalter · Jeff & Joanie Spalter · Robin Klein-Strauss & Michael Strauss · Angie Stringer  
Gerry Swormstedt ·  Marcia Jean Taub & Peter Swain · Philip Tavill · Laura Tesoriero · Bryna & Howard Tevlowitz · Pat Tortoretti · Joan & Ken Tracey · Deborah Trice · Sidney Turner · Chelsa Vahtomin 

Hope Van Emmerik · R.B. Vidger · Dan & June Walcott · David & Cheryl Watts · Joan Wides · Hon. Judge Charles E. Williams · Charlene & Phillip Wolff · Women of Sinai  
Kaitlin Yelle · Kerry Yelle · Lindsey Young · Sheree & Larry Zaslavsky · Barbara Zdravecky · Judy Zuckerberg & George Kole

Sponsors as of December 8, 2021. For a complete list of sponsors, and information on sponsorship opportunities, visit us online at EmbracingOurDifferences.org
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Special Thanks 
Art Selection Committee
Sheila McKoy, Chair
Marty Fugate
Graci McGillicuddy
Katie Nickel
Dr. Queen Mecca Zabriskie
Nancy Roucher, Rising Star Chair

Quotation Selection Committee
Clare Arguedas
Judith Berlow
Sondra Biller
Barbara Brizdle
Brittany Bryant
Aundria Castleberry
Sandy Chase
bonnie Chisling
Diane Cohen
Alice Cotman
Christina de Guia, MD
Toby Deutsch
April Dowler
Meredith Ernst
Kristofer Geddie
Arlene Greene
Melba Jiminez
Kathie Kaplan
Susan Kilman
Lauren Kurnov
John League
Linda Lipson
Joan Lowery
Nelle Miller
Joy Moravitz
Donna Pedro
Linda Rein

Jane & Paul Rosenstein
Nancy Roucher
Clare Segall
Nancy Shapiro
Jeff Spalter
Anne Spindel
Mark Steinwachs
Adrea Sukin
Bryna Tevlowitz
Janet Udell
Terri Vitale
Patti Wertheimer

Education Committee
Brian Hersh, Chair
Jeramiah Bowman
Brittany Braniger
Christine Braun
Jessica DiLorenzo
Kim Farrell
Angela Hartvigsen
Carol LaVallee
Asiyah Luqman
Jennifer Mainey
Katie Nickel, The Ringling
Allison Henley Phinney
Brooks Tracey
Diane Zorn

Oneness of Art Initiative
Cedric Hameed
Nate Ilardi
Branan Jacobs
Roxanne Joffee

Embracing Our Differences Reading Day
Suncoast Campaign for 
Grade-Level Reading

Beth Duda, Director
Anonymous Family Foundation
Community Foundation of 

Sarasota County 
The Patterson Foundation
United Way Suncoast

Coexistence Clubs
Booker High School

Alexandra Hamill 
Jasmine Persaud

IMG Academy
Erika Vitiene

Laurel Nokomis School
Alicia Bartol-Thomas

North Port High School
David Mannino

Pine View School
Dr. Jessica Patella

Riverview High School
Dena Sturm, Docent Coordinator

Sarasota High School
Ashley Harris

SCF Collegiate School (Bradenton)
Cristen Curly

SCF Collegiate School (Venice)
Malia Rowland

Suncoast Polytech High
Julianne McNellis

Venice Middle School
Elizabeth Ogren
Kimberly Olsen

Venice High School
Francisca Ciancarelli

School Bus Coordinator
Dr. Joni S. Steinberg

Photography
Barbara Banks Photography
Cliff Roles Photography 

Web Master
Jason Owens

Videography
Nate Ilardi
Bill Wagy

Technical Support
Martin Desrochers  
Enterprises, Inc.

Public Relations
Su Byron Enterprises

New College Intern
Cooper Smalley

City of Sarasota
Mayor Erik Arroyo 
Vice Mayor Kyle Battie
Commissioner Jen Ahearn-Koch
Commissioner Liz Alpert
Commissioner Hagen Brody 

School District of Manatee County
Superintendent,  
Cynthia Saunders

Sarasota County Schools
Superintendent,  
Dr. Brennan Asplen
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Viewed by more than 3,692,000 visitors since 2004, this exhibit presents 50 billboard-size works of art 
accompanied by inspirational quotations displayed in Sarasota, Florida. The 19th annual exhibit is a unique 
global collection by artists and writers. It is presented here in its entirety. For more info on this and past exhibits, 
and to participate next year, visit EmbracingOurDifferences.org

Smiles, Hyunseo Lee, page 70

Pushing Away Demons, Celine Krempp, page 38

Unbound, Ella Swartz, page 48

Let’s Jump Together!, Ho Yu Tung, page 56

War Notes, Mouneb Taim, page 40

What Would They Think of Us?, Aoi Lee, page 44
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