








“Racial ‘colorblindness’ is outdated.
| see color. | love color.”

Diana Simon
Burbank, California

Beauty of the World

Laura Makaltses

Toronto, Canada

Artist Statement: Beauty of the World is a digital painting | created to
showcase diversity around the world. The piece depicts three women of
different nationaliies standing together to demonstrate equality. Each woman
is drawn to showcase their disfinct features and beauty. The women are
wrapped in confrasting colored scarfs with different patterns on them. The
scarfs are the same, aside from color and pattern. This concept is used fo
show that although we are all unique and different, we are all sfill human. The

beauty of the world stems from diversity and inclusion.
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“l do not aim
for a perfect world,
| aim for a peaceful one.”

Oluwagbohunmi Aguda

Lagos, Nigeria

Lily’s Remembrance

Najhu Lee

11th Grade, North Port High School
North Port, Florida
Teacher: Marilyn Caruso

Artist Statement: The topic of this artwork is about Ukraine. There has been a
recent war between Ukraine and Russia with many casualties. Many civilians are
dying in the relentless bombing, participating in wars af a youthful age, and making
sacrifices. As human beings, | feel their sorrow and pain. | hope those who see my
work will not forget and confinue fo remember the sad events that took place in
Ukraine. In my work, the background represents Ukraine, the lily represents death,
holding hands represents peace between Ukraine and Russia, and people and
candles represents fribute to their sacrifice. | believe that war should not happen in

any country. | do not want people to go through a lot of hardship because of war.

BVE EACH

_ EoOMER [ @
LR ) i n i
B r:'""-' " » “E_Hm IIT:HE“"" - - et Sl "
DI L /& THosE _ — IR P ME N :
Erel 0 ';: h fHD SACRLEL g N Wi 19 E\\“& 7 T WITOMT Bl 0SE wHO §f
- 0 oAl 10 [CR0 AT A N . R, ,[ £AD TO X f|FlIFLEE|?Pi ¥
il OTHER T WANFAE apnhc AGE TELWEEE ":"q“:"”"-.l':‘l A YOumG A
AR -'r:l.-al {10 EvE & PEANTHE SampiiA Ui T BETH SR T To TIVE A VI WE HADNT
ll:'l:n. .-T..-.-I .. l:‘..EF"” PRI I:Im . e THIS. Wing FEAL T-.“FL'L 'E.hl_l d EEN LLKE TH .-:: ﬁ‘



Shadow of Bullying

Park Jun Seo
11th Grade, Chungdam High School

Seoul, South Korea

“Abuse is more than a fist, or a slap; Teacher: Youngjin Park
it’s brutal words that break your
spirit instead.”

Shiela Denise Scott
Jackson, Mississippi

Artist Statement: To express the sadness and mental pain of
alienated humans, | used various languages and bullying keywords to
show the faces hidden in the shadows of several perpetrators.
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“A best friend is like a candle
in the darkness.”

Deepti Sapra
Ambala, India

If We All Held Hands

Eric Appelquist

Moline, lllinois

Artist Statement: We all possess great gifts enabling us to bring comfort to
others. Whether it is just o smile when passing a stranger on the street, a casual
wave or holding a hand to reassure or show affection. We can't forget the things
that make us so uniquely human. We are endowed with a great power to ease the
suffering of others through the simplest human expressions. Use these wonderful gifts
every day!




“Courage is speaking your
truth when everyone else
stays silent.”

Carly Newberg

Baker City, Oregon

The Divine Feminine - Resolute

Kirsten Todd

Lancashire, England

Artist Statement: Celebrating the Divine Feminine, strong women, the beauty
within everyone, diversity of cultures and enlightened indigenous peoples. It is time

to remember who we truly are, shine our powerful divine presence and stand in our
truth. Acrylic on canvas.




“Justice is only a value
if society believes
in that value.”

Seth Morano

Sarasota, Florida

Peeking Sides

Maria Estrella

Ormoc, Philippines

Artist Statement: Power, wealth, influence: with these three shiny things abused,
you can buy all the cars and diamonds and exit passes from jail. When it becomes
easy to be above the law, to bend the rules, and to play God in a broken system
that is rigged to be in one’s favor; justice becomes seemingly ‘exclusive’ despite
upholding the very guise of fairness itself. This might not be the case in a more
ideal society, but our reality behind rose-tinted windows is that Lady Justice has
not always been blindfolded from prejudice and corruption. In countries like mine,
you would turn deaf from the amount of times you hear the creaks of the scales
being tipped out of balance. | hope to simply portray and acknowledge such rotten
injustices.

[




“A friend gives you
the gift of time
in an hour of need.”

Nuris Fanning

Bradenton, Florida

Two for You and One for Me

Becky Titus

Jemez Springs, New Mexico

Artist Statement: Sitting in the grass on a brilliant, sunny day, a large ladybug
shares her ample supply of black spots with a small giraffe who has an extra long
space fo fill and a dwindling supply of brick shapes, one of which he happily gives
to his generous friend.




“Do not be what others
want you to be,
be what you want to be.”

Hazel Cozby
6th Grade, Rowlett Middle Academy

Bradenton, Florida
Teacher: Brittany Braniger

Being Different Is Beautiful

Alexandra Udovik
8th Grade, Venice Middle School

Venice, Florida
Teacher: Lisa Jodwalis

Artist Statement: In this artwork, | created stereotypes. One of the people |
drew is a female firefighter. Some people might say that this job is not feminine.
Another person is a male makeup artist. People will say that it is not a common job
for a male. Being different is nothing to be afraid of; stand out and show them who

you arel




Cooperation

llay Markovsky

9th Grade
Rosh HaAyin, Israel

“A beautiful puzzle is Teacher: Nicolle Guttmann
full of tiny odd pieces.”

Rachael Okebiorun

Ibadan, Nigeria

Artist Statement: | think diversity starts with the family. My brother and | look the
same but have so many differences between us that we learned to respect and love
which then makes it easier fo accept and embrace others.




“Let your words
inspire and build,
not conspire and destroy.”

Oghogho Abieyuwa Odiase

Lagos, Nigeria

Equity for All

Diane Gelman

Houston, Texas

Artist Statement: My artwork showcases interesting, expressive subjects to
evoke strong emotional connections. Equity for All includes collaged cheesecloth
with paper strip wordplay for hair, cheesecloth garments, and a tote bag made from
applied, painted canvas, with a hand-painted Equity for All button. This painting is
a portrait of a real person. He epitomizes the next generation of talented and skillful
problem solvers with big dreams for a better America. A country that stands for
freedom must provide true equity o all people. We need leaders to help create
broad-based solutions to the polarizing divides in our country and lead us toward
building a more just and civil society. Only with such changes will we achieve the
promise of real HOPE.
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Neurodiversity Is Beautiful )

Diana Simon

Burbank, California
“Don’t judge me by my cover;

wait till you’ve read my story.”

Rachael Okebiorun

Ibadan, Nigeria

Artist Statement: The word “neurodiversity” is colored in by the different-
colored “seeds” floating up from neurodiverse minds, depicted by multi-racial
black and white ink drawings with green, yellow, red, and blue dandelion overlays.
It is infended to illustrate how beautiful and different our minds are and how

important those differences are. We need to recognize, normalize, and celebrate
neurodiversity!




We Can Do It

Khushbu Desai
New Delhi, India

“All are welcome to the table,
no exceptions.
Please, have a seat.”
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Artist Statement: | have used the art form Mithila (which is an Indian folk art

Ad ei‘o kunbo Tq iwo having its origins in Bihar and Jharkhand) fo showcase sincere expressions for

inclusivity with different types of disabilities of people at school, in parks and in

KOTy, Texas the workplace. Mithila folk artis a style of painting which is practiced extensively ._"
in India and Nepal. Colors are created using natural dyes and pigments. Since " 3L : - R ; = : i 1 ‘A
this Mithila art form has been in vogue for thousands of years, the themes of i 4 P g e e d __. - : [ SR ?‘_l I
Mithila paintings are generally religious practices and culture. | used this art form - SR : e o ke, =) sl 1kt 3
to depict the social scene which signifies how differences can be embraced and 2} : ; ; % e | 1 & . |1 = : A " ) i Seim =, ". .:'_ i
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Being Different Gives the
World Color
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“Diversity and inclusion are like S
the needle and thread that stitch Taira Akiko Hiraguri
together the harmonious fabric of [ESRASa

peace for humankind.”
Raaina Chadha

5th Grode, POThWOyS School Noida Artist Statement: I'm a modern art painter, college teacher, & Japanese/

New Delhi, India English interpreter living in Kobe, Japan. My art is inspired by the masks used
Teacher: Rima Medhi in both theatrical plays and cultural celebrations performed and celebrated
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across the world every day. | chose seven masks fo represent this diversity
including a mask from Africa, @ mask from Central American, a mask from
Japan. These masks are gathered under one big free, representing the earth,
fo express that “the beauty of the world lies on the diversity of its people.”
Let's all come together and embrace our many differences, religious, cultural,
and personal, especially during these difficult times. Because we know Being

Different Gives the World Color.




We Are the Family

Muni Kim

7th Grade, ZS Vodickova
Prague, Czech Republic

“Our familg mag nhot Teacher: Martina Mizenkova
look the same,
but we love the same.”

Kathleen Brand

Bradenton, Florida

Artist Statement: Bicycle World Tour: twin boys spent three months with local
uncles, who are streef painters in Dakar, before crossing the Atlantic Ocean by ship.
They became a family through humanity. A moment in Africa will remain in the boys’
hearts and memories for their whole lives, as we are all one family.




Refugee

Justin Bateman
Chiang Mai, Thailand
“Hate happens from a

distance when you are too
far away to recognize the
humanity of ‘the other.’

Mary Plocher

O'Fallon, llinois
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Artist Statement: An image appearing from the stones. The earth is a canvas for fﬁ!ﬂé
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our lives. What kind of picture will we paint? J g 1 TE /




“Let your life be
the compass that leads
others to be better.”

Oghogho Abieyuwa Odiase

Lagos, Nigera

Education,
the Road to Tolerance

Santiago Cornejo

Buenos Aires, Argentina

Artist Statement: | imagined the illustration as a road that shows that education
is the way to overcome our differences. A teacher draws the path with a rainbow
where children from different cultures, economic realities or with disabilities walk
together hand in hand. | created it on a black background and white lines as a

symbol of showing our interior, an x-ray of a positive road to follow to embrace
our differences.




Empower Women

Arielle St. Louis

10th Grade, Southeastern Regional Vocational Technical High
South Easton, Massachusetts

“OIII' ﬂaWS dO not déﬁne lls, Teacher: Hannah Williams
our strengths do.”

Stuti Mathur

New De|hi, India Artist Statement: | like to draw things that have meaning and significance. In this
art piece, | use words of empowerment for women. | created this to inspire women
and to show how meaningful and worthy they are. I's so important for women to
feel empowered because for years women have had to fight to feel seen. Whether
it be gender equality in sports, politics, or jobs, women have had to fight to be
seen and get equal treatment. This art piece is also a voice for women of color,
especially because it shows a woman with @ head scarf, which is very popular
in some communities. lf's not just a head scarf, but it's a head scarf with words of

encouragement for women, to empower women for their achievements.




Beauty of the World, Laura Makaltses, page 106 Heart Puzzle, Hain Kim, page 88 Self Image, Katrina Kinsey, page 104

EME NCES

Viewed by more than 4,000,000 visitors since 2004, this exhibit presents 50 billboard-size works of art
accompanied by inspirational quotations displayed in Sarasota, North Port and Bradenton, Florida.

The 20th annual exhibit is a unique global collection by artists and writers. It is presented here in its entirety.

For more info on this and past exhibits, and to participate next year, visit EmbracingOurDifferences.org.

Perched Above the World, Tadé Tangou Brice, page 142 If We All Held Hands, Eric Appelquist, page 112 Good Trouble, Clifford McDonald, page 62




