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The Bucket Fillers’ books use the concept of an 

invisible bucket to encourage positive behavior and 

warm hearts. Each book shows children how rewarding it is to express

kindness, appreciation and love to others. As children learn to “fill

buckets” by giving compliments, offering to help and spreading good

feelings to others, they see that their buckets are filled in return. 

Bucket Fillers Reading Day

,

How would you rate your 
virtual reading?

Teacher Survey Responses

Students Classrooms Schools

How would you rate your 
overall reading day experience?

4.8 / 5 Stars

Nov. 17, 2020
Participation

4.8 / 5 Stars

What suggestions do you have for improving this program?

A bilingual presenter that may help reach our Spanish-speaking communities. 

A few volunteer questions that encourage interactions with the students beyond the reading.

A copy of the bucket filling challenge and pledge to post in the classroom and to send home.

A writing piece for the older grades, or a print out of the pledge where they can sign it. 

I actually enjoyed this more, just because I knew what my kids would struggle with and knew

when and where to stop and discuss [on-demand webisode experience]

It would be nice for the volunteer to share a little bit about themselves without being prompted.

A little more explanation about what bucket filling means would be nice to add. They got the

basic idea but I think the ones that have read the other book first, understood a little bit more.

Selected Comments`:

364 teachers solicited 

based on average rating
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Please share examples of student comments and reactions.

A parent emailed to say they loved the book and were appreciative for these lessons.

My students loved hearing from the author. They made great connections with buckets, lids, and

dippers later in our reading class when we read about how Abraham Lincoln had many critics, but

he chose not to listen to them (put his lid on).

Today I had a boy call some students names at lunch. After the reading, he said, "I wasn't being a

good bucket filler today."

We loved that it was read by business owners in the community. I was able to discuss with my kids

who the people are and what businesses they own. It helped the kids to connect that people from

their community were reading to them. 

This is such a great connection to our school wide initiative about being an upstander and not a

bystander with bullying. We are now practicing "filling buckets" in our classroom.

One of my lowest readers was following along with the reader, and every time the reader read a

word he knew he yelled it out! Super proud of him.

We have a class bucket that we fill by sharing acts of kindness, and the preschoolers love it.

The students started using the terminology right away and applying what they had learned. 

The students were very excited and some even responded that they would be reading the book to

their siblings later that evening.

My student's absolutely loved it. They thought it was so amazing to have the "same" book our

reader had. Then when they found out it was theirs to keep, it sure made their day.  

My classes over the years have really enjoyed the readers from your program. It is a great way for

students to interact with visitors from outside the school. It takes a village to communicate with

one child, but to have a whole classroom full, exciting. Look how many children are seeing

another face beside their teachers that can inspire or encourage them to think outside of the

box. GREAT PROGRAM!

Selected Comments:`
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How would you rate your 
virtual reading?

Teacher Survey Responses

,

I love this program. The whole process for scheduling is easy and the readers are superb. 

A writing/coloring activity so students can bring home something to show their families.

Done more often, because my students enjoy it tremendously.

Give the volunteers questions to ask for each page or general topics to discuss as they're reading. 

Our reader was very interactive with the kids beyond just reading the book. I appreciate that!

I liked how the book was at a kindergarten level for my kinder students.

If this program continues on Zoom, limit it to one class at a time as we had a lot of discussion after

reading.

I knew there was an activity afterward, but it would help to preview the activity beforehand.

Absolutely none! I love this program! You have done a great job even during the pandemic.

 In partnership with the Suncoast Campaign for 

Grade-Level Reading, EOD Reading Day engages elementary 

school students throughout Sarasota and Manatee Counties. The

objective has been to show children that reading is fun and important by

stimulating student-mentor conversations about diversity, bullying and

respect through BIPOC, Latinx, and Asian authored and illustrated books.

EOD Reading Day

Students Classrooms Schools

How would you rate your 
overall reading day experience?

4.8 / 5 Stars

March 2, 2021
Participation

4.7 / 5 Stars

What suggestions do you have for improving this program?

Selected Comments:

446 teachers solicited 

based on average rating
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Please share examples of student comments and reactions.

One of our bilingual students was so inspired by the story that she has been reading books in

English to her younger siblings and asking her father to read to her in Spanish.  

The children loved the activity and lots of giggling and smiling trying to keep to the beat. 

My students liked that CJ ( the main character) was able to see that no matter what, you can

always find some good in each situation.

My class was overjoyed that they got to KEEP the book! Thank you for making this possible. 

The musical art extension was GREAT.

Students, even one who doesn't love reading, loved that the book was based on a true story.

The extension activity where they danced their name was priceless! Such a cool way for them to

express and connect with their special selves. 

We talked about using our five senses to experience a book like this one. We discussed the boy's

point of view throughout different parts of the story, and how it changed.

We recently read and learned about Cesar Chavez and how he helped migrant workers. The kids

made a connection to the main character. 

We read the story and then we went back through the book and really looked at the pictures to

see how they related to the story. This was all directed by our wonderful reader. 

We had just read a Scholastic News that was all about the illustrator in the book. The students

thought this was wonderful. It made them really pay attention to the illustrations.

At the beginning, one of my students shouted, "He speaks Spanish like me!" and "he's brown like

me!" Great choice of book that my kids could relate to.

The story touched the heart of a little girl in my class from India. She has an Indian name that is

very different but actually goes by an American name. After the story she asked me if she could

show her real name written in her native language tomorrow.

Selected Comments:
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Tours by Modality

Tours of our annual exhibit have become a signature 

of our education efforts with tens of thousands of students benefiting

during the past school year. Through peer-guided exploration with high

school aged docents utilizing Visual Thinking Strategies pedagogy,

exhibit tours embrace diversity and inclusion while providing connections

to Social Emotional Learning, critical thinking and community building. 

Exhibit School Tours

Students Classrooms 2021 Participation
January 6 - May 12 

Students by

Modality

57.5%

7%

35.5%59%

8%

33%

In-Person Live Virtual On-Demand Video

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, we offered three unique ways for students and

teachers to tour the exhibit this year. We hope to continue to provide multiple modalities

for teachers and students moving forward.

Tours

71% 20% 9%
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Teacher Survey Responses

Tour Modality

Grade Level
Live Virtual (65) On-Demand (16)

In-Person (2)

Pre-School (3)

Elementary (51)

Middle (15) High (14)

Location

Sarasota (50) Manatee (21) Outside Florida (12)

Years Visited

First Year (34) 2 - 4 (35) 5 - 7 (6)

8 or more (8)

4.7 / 5 Stars

How would you rate the overall EOD educational experience?

EOD resources are aligned to
Social Emotional Learning.

 

4.5 / 5 Stars

EOD resources are aligned to 
the Florida Standards.

 

4.8 / 5 Stars

4.5 / 5 Stars

The EOD lesson plans were
meaningful and beneficial tools.

 

179 teachers solicited 

based on average rating*6



What was the most significant outcome 
for your students?

We are always excited to hear examples of reactions to the exhibit.
Please share one or more of those moments.

The ability to apply analytical skills to new mediums and experience higher level thinking.

The most important outcome was recognizing we are all people, but we all have different views.

To have the ability to not just analyze, but to learn about and respect new perspectives. 

They realized there wasn't a concrete answer when looking at art, and they loved being able to

have their own interpretations.

I think the discussions lead them to understand the importance of empathy for others and that

love is vital for our world.

The different yet similar interpretations within the class discussion demonstrated a range of

points of view. The range itself may have helped others understand that theirs may not be the

only perspective. 

Selected Comments:

When asked what they would change for the students in the artwork from India, they

overwhelmingly said they would want to change their apparent circumstances. I loved this

because I feel like they were really developing empathy which is something we have been

working on in a big way. 

I was approached by a teacher from our Emotional/Behavioral Unit who said she was so

impressed with the way her students interacted with the artwork and the docents. She said she

was pleasantly surprised by how seriously and thoughtfully they "read" the art. 

A young girl in my class felt very strongly about being able to come from nothing and still

accomplish her dreams.  Her family is Arabic and she is wanting to grow up and "be" something. 

 The images gave her hope that other kids feel like she does.  

Selected Comments:
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Comments on the overall educational experience

Is there any additional information you would like to share with us
about your experience?

There are rare opportunities for students from low SESs to be exposed to artistic forms. This

virtual experience allowed them to safely critique the art presented. 

This was the highlight of my year, thank you so much to the EOD team for everything!

I loved the artwork and could tell from the students' responses that they did as well. The docents

did a great job eliciting responses from all.

This was our first virtual EOD field trip and I think I enjoyed it better than going in person. It is

incredible to see the large artwork, outside, in all of its glory but my students were not distracted

by the bus ride, or the water, or the playground. We did not have to pack lunches, and medicines,

and spend our entire day for this wonderful field trip experience. I hope that in future years you

will consider giving options for in person and virtual field trips for EOD. 

Better than in person.  I loved that we could here from the artists and have a meaningful

discussion about some very cool art.

Selected Comments:

Fantastic job!  This year brought many challenges, but I think Embracing Our Differences rose to

the challenge and provided even more support and growth opportunities than ever! 

Our students have learning challenges but they completed enjoy the presentation.

Thank you so much for allowing us to do a virtual option this year!  I know that you would probably

prefer to go back to in person visits in the future.  But I really hope that you are able to continue

offering this type of virtual option as well for those who are unable to visit in person.

I love this program and I'm so glad it continues to be funded and free for schools to attend. It is

the highlight of my springtime every year!

Thank you for allowing our school in Los Angeles (Watts) to partake in this wonderful exhibit.

I feel lucky to have come across this opportunity. Our students are just filled with information all

day on screen and this trip allowed them to enjoy what is "out" in the world without being

exposed to the virus.

Selected Comments:
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Members of the Education Ambassadors initiative 

participate in a year-long program designed to empower teachers 

and school staff to carry messages of diversity, inclusion, respect and integrity

into their schools in innovative ways. Through this program, participants

become the EOD "experts" at their schools and work toward creating more

inclusive and respectful school cultures by participating in professional

development workshops and designing their own EOD-inspired project.

Teacher Survey Responses

Schools

How would you rate your 
overall ed. ambassador experience?

4.9 / 5 Stars

24 teachers solicited 

Teachers & Staff2020-2021
Participation

What did you find most valuable about the program?

Participating in a professional learning community focused on the values I hold most dear. 

The breadth of perspective from the presenters, guest contributors, and fellow peers. 

Everything was amazing! The people I met, the material I was taught, the work I participated in

and the projects were all spectacular and I felt proud to be a part of this amazing group.

I loved bringing something creative to our school. We have multiple types of classrooms and for

these students to be able to express themselves creatively in any way they chose was great to

see. Seeing how much they enjoyed completing the rock crafts was so fun to watch. 

The most valuable part for me was working with my colleagues within the framework outlined by

EOD. The professional learning sessions were most valuable in providing inspiration for a variety

of projects throughout the year. 

Selected Comments:

Education Ambassadors

9

Students Impacted
,



What additional resources would have been beneficial?

Time and an opportunity for in person feedback.

I thought we would be getting more lesson plans or ways to incorporate EOD's mission statement

into our various schools.  Hearing the presenters was inspirational, but I had a "what now?"

moment when I looked at my planning pages for the rest of the quarter. 

I feel like everything I need has been or is being covered.  Well done! 

Grouping the educators by grade levels and creating more opportunities to communicate with

each other, especially during this difficult school year.

Perhaps visiting other classrooms.

More articles to read, even if they are not required. This is my first experience learning about

diversity. I was soaking it up. I would love to have more articles on how I can apply this to the

elementary setting. 

It would be wonderful to have a resource site of the presentations with direct contact links to our

colleagues so we can continue to share ideas and excellent lessons!

Selected Comments:

What part of the program did you find least effective 
in helping you grow as an educator this school year?

I wish that we could have met in person.  I feel like our breakout sessions were great, but to see

people in person and to talk to teachers about successes, and about their projects to get more

information would have been helpful. In a COVID free world, that would have been amazing. 

If I had to pick something, it would be the scheduled times since it's right before dinner which can

be challenging with a child in kindergarten. Trying to maintain balance can get tricky when littles

get hangry! 

I like to leave each of my professional development sessions with “tools” that can be employed in

my classroom. Although all the individuals who presented to us during our meetings were

engaging, I felt that some of them didn’t give me anything to use in the classroom. 

Selected Comments:
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In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 2020 Art 

Intensive took place virtually. Forty-one visual art teachers 

participated over two days, engaging in six powerful presentations and

interactive lessons geared toward inspiring and reinvigorating our teachers,

as well as tackling current challenges in the field. Collectively, this year’s

participants are responsible for more than 12,700 students in Sarasota,

Manatee and Charlotte counties.

Teacher Survey Responses

Schools
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Art Intensive Workshop

41 teachers solicited 

TeachersJuly 2020
Participation

Overall, the quality of the 
workshop was excellent.

The ideas presented will be useful in
preparing my students to submit art.

I have enough info to prepare my students 
to submit art to this year’s competition.

The presenters were knowledgeable.

Enough time was allowed 
for asking questions of presenters.

My knowledge of the workshop content
increased as a result of my attending.

I plan to apply the knowledge and skills
acquired in my classroom.

I feel that my time at this 
workshop was well spent.

I would recommend 
this workshop to a colleague.

Strongly
Agree

Somewhat
Agree

Somewhat
Disagree

Strongly
Disagree11

Students Impacted
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This was a wonderful opportunity and it was more than I expected with it being virtual.

Some of the breakout sessions were really short; plus some of the questions that were to be

discussing needed a little more explanations.

Keep including art making and the thought process behind it.

This is the best Zoom based workshop I've participated in to date.  Great variety of presenters,

and staff kept everything running on time.

We could benefit from having a brief bio of all the attendees, so we can get to know each other

a little and facilitate new connections. 

 I liked the variety of content, from Porchia Moore's deep and thought provoking presentation to

our individual art creations.  We made art in steps that we can use with our students.  This was a

good blend of philosophy and practical application.  I was able to relate to each of the

presenters, and I feel inspired and energized to work with my students to create art.

Partnering with the same one or two people for the entire workshop might have facilitated great

trust and comfort for people to open up and talk. But the times to talk were sometimes too short. 

Virtually this was an extremely powerful workshop. This was better than actually going to Ringling

College to participate in person. It was put together with care and compassion.

I enjoyed all of the presenters. As an artist and art teacher, getting to actually do art was a

highlight.

I haven’t experienced the Art Intensive in the past because it was always held in the north part of

the county and as a single mom, I couldn’t leave all day for a couple of days to attend. So the

virtual meeting was ideal (no travel expenses, no babysitters required, no lunch to be bought and

all of my materials were right there).

What suggestions do you have for improving the workshop? 
(content, presenters, digital platform, schedule, etc.)

Selected Comments:
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