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Mission & Vision
Through the transformative power of the arts, we educate and inspire
to create a better world.
We envision a world that embraces diversity, respects differences and
actively rejects hatred and prejudice.

Community Partners
We are very proud of the relationships developed with our Community Partners –
each of which plays an integral role in the success of our programs. Without their
support, our work would be impossible.

15
YEARS

It would be wonderful to think that the struggle for civil rights, social equality, and
diversity of identity has been won. Sadly, the celebration of diversity has
become the exception and not the rule. Today, the message of Embracing Our
Differences - that of respect and kindness - is more vital than ever.

In our 2017-2018 season, we proclaimed that message. We raised our
voices, because nothing less than our future is at stake. Do we want our children to grow up in
a culture of inclusion and empowerment? Today’s choices will determine if they will. At EOD,
we bring those choices to light.
Our annual outdoor art exhibition is our
most visible outreach: an open-air display of
45 billboard-sized artworks and inspirational
quotes at Sarasota’s Bayfront Park. Less
visible, is the talent and commitment behind
it. Our 15th-annual exhibit drew 8,325 entries
from 98 countries. The artists and writers
behind this outpouring of creativity proclaimed
the values of acceptance and respect. More
than 200,000 visitors heard their voices loud
and clear. The exhibit has had 2.7 million
visitors since its inception in 2004.
The exhibit is the cornerstone of a year-round program of activities using art and words to
promote diversity. Our educational programs impact the lives of thousands of area students
and teachers. In 2018, 932 teachers and 39,211 students participated in our initiatives. It’s the
largest educational program of its kind in southwest Florida.
I’m thrilled to continue to celebrate the values of the human family both locally and globally.
I’m deeply humbled to work with the big-hearted, hard-working people who make Embracing
Our Differences what it is. These include the artists and writers who share their heartfelt
thoughts; the educators who make our programs possible; the high school students who serve
as exhibit docents; and the board members, sponsors and volunteers who so fiercely share our
commitment.
Together, we’ve inspired a fundamental change in our
community’s appreciation of inclusion and diversity. EOD will
continue to honor the amazing spectrum of human potential and celebrate the differences that make each individual precious
and irreplaceable.
Let’s make our voices heard and keep civil dialogue alive!

Sarah Wertheimer
Executive Director
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2018 Exhibit
The centerpiece of Embracing Our Differences
is a juried, outdoor art exhibit featuring 45
billboard-sized images created by local, national
and international artists, writers and students
reflecting their interpretations of the theme
“enriching lives through diversity.”
The exhibit continues its phenomenal growth.
The 2018 exhibit received 8,325 submissions
representing 98 counties and 227 schools. The
exhibit welcomed 202,000 visitors during this
past spring, bringing total attendance, since
2004, to more than 2.7 million.

202,000
visitors

“We were able to discuss the
bullying problem happening in
my classroom after visiting and
discussing what we saw at the
exhibit.”
- 5th Grade Teacher
“This experience planted seeds
for thought about kindness and
tolerance, and enabled my students
to enjoy a day of learning beyond
the classroom walls.”
- 3rd Grade Teacher

Art & Quotation
Submissions

41

8,325
2018 Submissions

schools

- Out-of-State Tourist

Thank you to our

405

states

227

“Everything about the
exhibit and presentation
was outstanding. The
young talent is terrific and
shows the dedication of
students and teachers.”

98
countries

volunteers
in 2018

“This exhibit is one of
the best annual events
in Sarasota! Keep up the
good work.”

- Sarasota Resident

61,986

Total Submissions since 2005
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39,211

Education Initiatives

Students participated in EOD
education initiatives in 2018.

Our education initiatives represent the most important
aspect of our efforts. Students participate year-round in a
variety of activities based upon a well-planned curriculum
of art appreciation, character development and diversity
education. Our education initiatives include:
Free Field Trips

Workshops

Make-A-Day Of It!

In the Classroom

Dr. Seuss’ Differences Day

Lesson Plans

Student Docents

Community Collaborations

“That field trip was super fun. It really
changed my personality a lot. I have gone
every year and it just keeps getting better.”
- 5th Grade Student

Coexistence Clubs
Independent evaluations, as well as our own internal
evaluations, have consistently shown that teachers rate
the Embracing Our Differences’ education initiatives as
“outstanding” or “very good” and as “meaningful and
beneficial” experiences for their students.

“People can do what makes them
happy. Boys can like pink and girls
cannot like pink. It doesn’t matter.”
- 1st Grade Student

Free Field Trips
Our sponsors generously provide school buses for students to experience the art exhibit
and other arts and cultural venues. This has become a signature of our education efforts
with more than 25,553 students benefiting during the past school year.
“We are a Title One school and a lot of our
students have never seen art outside of school,
much less in person.”
- 2nd Grade Teacher
“It really made me think about how to treat
people.”
- 3rd Grade Student
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Education Initiatives
Make-a-Day-Of-It! Program
Embracing Our Differences collaborates with area cultural organizations through its
MAKE-A-DAY OF IT! program. Teachers and their students who attend the exhibit
are afforded the opportunity, using buses provided by Embracing Our Differences,
to visit any one of our partner organizations: Florida Studio Theatre, Marie Selby
Botanical Gardens, Mote Marine Laboratory, Sarasota Film Festival, The Ringling
Museum of Art and Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall.

6,955

Students participated in the
Make-A-Day-Of-It! Program

“The high school docents were EXCELLENT!! Last year we did not have them. I
would highly encourage the use of a docent.”
-5th Grade Teacher

Embracing Dr. Seuss’ Differences Day
For the past five years, Embracing Our Differences has coordinated hundreds of
volunteers to read Dr. Seuss books to students in Sarasota and Manatee counties. This
offers students an opportunity to see that reading is fun and inclusion is important.
Our partnership with the Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level Reading and an
anonymous family foundation provided more than 7,000 books for classrooms and
individual students for their home libraries.

47
schools

6,700
students

396
classrooms

Docent Program
Under the guidance of EOD’s faculty advisor, Dena Sturm, student docents serve as guides
for thousands of area elementary, middle and high school students who experience the
outdoor exhibit every year - inspiring these young visitors with the life-changing truths
of the art and quotes. With their guided questions and planted seeds of inquiry, docents
help younger students arrive at realizations of their own about diversity and acceptance.

Coexistence Club
Coexistence Clubs consist of dynamic high school students who promote Embracing Our
Differences’ vision of creating a world that embraces diversity, respects differences, and
actively rejects hatred and prejudice. They do this through various initiatives, including
ones that help make their schools a safer and more inclusive environment for everyone.

153

high school
docents

6,450

students benefiting
from docent tours

180
club
members

“Overall, I couldn’t believe how great the entire setup, organization and ease of the
experience was! I truly can’t thank you enough and I know my kids will always hold
– Kindergarten Teacher
this experience in their hearts!”
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Workshops for Educators
Art Teacher Retreat

Summer Diversity Institute

This two-day retreat is focused on
reinvigorating art educators’ creativity,
while offering new skills and strategies
for inspiring students to explore the
abstract concepts of prejudice, diversity
and inclusion. The 45 art teachers
participating in 2017 were collectively
responsible for more than 12,000 Sarasota
and Manatee county students.

This intensive workshop is designed to
become a model for providing educators
with all the resources necessary to
create a safe environment for students
to appreciate that a healthy respect for
diversity and inclusion is not only a way of
thinking but most importantly, of acting.

“Fantastic, inspiring and nurturing. What more could a teacher want?”
- 4th Grade Teacher

“The teaching material allowed me to prep the students in a manner that created a
lasting and meaningful memory.”
- 7th Grade Teacher
“I am very excited about having new ways to motivate my students.”
- 8th Grade Teacher

Lesson Plan Workshop

Creative Writing Workshop

Designed to provide curriculum aligned,
age-appropriate lesson plans, participating
teachers are introduced to new and
innovative methods of engaging students,
while creating the perfect environment for
a rich discussion of the value of inclusion.

This workshop is designed to teach
students to express themselves through
critical thinking and creative writing,
while filling a crucial need of providing
teachers with creative resources to meet
Florida’s Language Arts Florida Standards.

In the Classroom

Lesson Plans

Each fall, thousands of students in
Sarasota and Manatee counties spend
time creating art and quotations for
submission to our annual competition.
Each student benefits by engaging in
a comprehensive approach to critical
thinking and visual inquiry that provides
a safe and healthy means of clarifying
their own identities, as well as developing
an enhanced sense of self-esteem and
social skills. Developing new and
different perspectives from their peers is
an added bonus.

Interactive student participation is one
of the most effective delivery methods
for the often difficult and abstract
concepts of diversity and inclusion.
Prepared under the supervision of
curriculum development specialists from
the Sarasota County School district, the
age-appropriate lesson plans identify
the relevant curriculum standards,
educational objectives, instructional
strategies and assessment guidelines.

19,500

Students for which our
participating teachers were
collectively responsible

932
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Community Collaborations

Reinventing “Rosie the Riveter”

Embracing Our Differences is very proud of its many collaborations throughout the
past year. A past recipient of The Patterson Foundation’s “Collaborative Innovator
Award,” Embracing Our Differences partnered with the Boxser Diversity Initiative,
Community Foundation of Sarasota County, Florida Studio Theatre, Jewish
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee, Mote Marine, Nathan Benderson Park, Newtown
Alive, Sarasota County Bar Association, Sarasota Film Festival, Sarasota Opera, Selby
Gardens, Selby Library, Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level Reading, The Patterson
Foundation, The Ringling, United Way Suncoast, Van Wezel, Westcoast Black Theatre
Troupe, World Rowing Federation, Booker, Riverview, North Port and Venice high
schools and many others to bring innovative diversity education programming to
Sarasota and Manatee students during the 2017-2018 school year.

I had never taken an art class before moving to the United States from Maracay,
Venezuela. I learned so much under the guidance of Captain Pam Kok, my 8th-grade art
teacher at Sarasota Military Academy. She not only taught us technique, but she showed
us how a bold, powerful image can better convey an artist’s message. This inspired me
very much.

2018 Unity Award for the Arts from Sarasota Magazine
Embracing Our Differences was selected by Sarasota Magazine to receive the “2018
Unity Award for the Arts,” celebrating the organization’s focus on advancing equality,
diversity and inclusion in our community and around the world. Embracing Our
Differences was also honored to receive the “2018 Diversity and Inclusion Award,”
presented by the Florida Division of Cultural Affairs.

Grand Slam Dinner at the Ballpark
Embracing Our Differences partnered with the Baltimore Orioles, Mattison’s,
Tsunami Sushi, Camden Catering and Entertainment, and Hitched and Honey for
a Grand Slam 4-course dinner at Ed Smith Stadium, in celebration of teamwork and
collaboration for the 2018 Giving Challenge.

When I decided to create an artwork to submit in Embracing Our
Differences’ 2018 exhibit, I knew that I wanted to try to reinvent “Rosie the Riveter,”
the cultural icon of World War II. I had learned in history class that Rosie was a
powerful feminist symbol
who stood for the women
who worked in factories and
shipyards for the war effort. I
loved what the original Rosie
looked like, but I thought it
would be interesting to create
a new feminist symbol. It took
me about a week to finish the
painting; I worked on it both at
how
Best in S
Student
school and at home.
My new “Rosie the Riveter” represents the strengths of many cultures and races. Her
eyes are a mix of Caucasian and Asian traits; her hair is an Afro; her brown skin color
reflects the peoples of Latin American and Hispanic origins. My Rosie is a Rosie for the
whole planet! She shows that all women, no matter her background, can be strong, brave
and empowered.
I was very surprised and honored when Embracing Our Differences selected my work
out of thousands of submissions from around the world. I was even more thrilled
when my artwork won “Best in Show!” Winning
this award has greatly boosted my self-esteem and
confidence.
I am thankful to everyone who taught me,
encouraged me, and selected my artwork. I believe
in the message of equality—and hope to draw on
the strength of “Rosie the Riveter” in my own life.

Eliza Uzcategui

9th Grade, Riverview High School

12

2018 Annual Report

EmbracingOurDifferences.org

13

Remembering Carol Poteat-Buchanan
Carol Poteat-Buchanan was a celebrated
philanthropist, education advocate, and
beloved champion of human rights. She
was also Embracing Our Differences’
co-founder and longtime board
member.
During her almost 30 years as an
educator, Carol taught junior high
school, rose to be a high school
principal, and then became an
administrator for New York City schools. She and her late husband, a musicologist
named Dr. S. Carroll Buchanan, moved to Sarasota in 1992. A few years later, she met
Dennis and Graci McGillicuddy and, with them, founded Embracing Our Differences.
Carol was a resilient and
determined person who never
got tired of giving back to the
community in as many ways as she
could. She was fiercely passionate
about promoting the values of
diversity, inclusion and respect.
EOD’s board chair Dennis
McGillicuddy remembers that
she was, “as selfless a person as
you could ever meet,” who drew
tremendous strength from her core values. “She was just an absolutely extraordinary,
extraordinary person who everyone would listen to because you always knew something
positive would come from her ideas and insights,” says longtime friend and fellow
board member, Graci McGillicuddy. “She was a quiet, wonderful, powerful force of
good in the world. You couldn’t help
but adore and respect her.”
Embracing Our Differences wouldn’t
exist today without Carol’s vision,
guidance and remarkable passion. We
are forever grateful for her dedication
and already miss her dearly.

Sponsors
Presenting Sponsors

Exhibit Sponsors

Anonymous Family Foundation ∙ Bank of America Client Foundation ∙ Vern & Sandy Buchanan
The Doris M. Carter Family Foundation ∙ Drew & Barbara Cervasio ∙ Keith & Linda Monda
Scott & Gayla Moore ∙ The Swart Family Foundation ∙ Sally Yanowitz

School Sponsors
Gerri Aaron & Marvin Albert ∙ Stephen & Shari Ashman ∙ Bobbi & Don Bernstein ∙ Helga & Jerry Bilik
Jesse, Katie, Abby, Hailey, Zachary & Lex Biter ∙ Les & Carol Brualdi ∙ Toby Deutsch ∙ Larry Greenspon & Mary Gratehouse
Larry & Debbie Haspel ∙ Arn & Bette Hoffman ∙ Kaltenbacher Family Foundation ∙ Arthur S. Karp Family Foundation
Sherry & Tom Koski ∙ McCauley-Brown Fund of the Community Foundation of Sarasota County, Inc. ∙ Ora & Joe Mendels
Samara, Jenna & Macy Meshad ∙ Sanford Rederer in loving memory of Patricia W. Aun-Rederer ∙ Skip & Gail Sack ∙ Ina Schnell
Betty Schoenbaum* ∙ Bruce & Janet Udell ∙ Karen & Mike Valentino ∙ Patti & David Wertheimer and Bruce Wertheimer

Art Sponsors
Pat & Bob Baer ∙ Thomas & Karen Bernstein ∙ Gerald & Sondra Biller ∙ Fred Bloom, M.D.
Leila & Steven M. Gompertz Donor Advised Fund in Memory of Michael Gompertz at the Community Foundation of Sarasota County, Inc.
Dr. Raymond & Elizabeth Hautamaki ∙ Lynne Kloss & son Jason Kloss ∙ Scott & Jill Levine ∙ Bobbi & Will Lorry
Jeffrey & Barbara McCurdy ∙ Naiditch Family Foundation ∙ Flora & Guillermo Oynick ∙ Carol Poteat-Buchanan*
Jo & Stan Rutstein ∙ Clare & Rich Segall ∙ Joni S. Steinberg ∙ David & Lois Stulberg Foundation ∙ Sheila & Merrill Wynne
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*Of Blessed Memory
For a complete list of sponsors, visit our website at EmbracingOurDifferences.org

