
 
 

Standards / SEL Connections: 
LAFS.68.RH.1.2, LAFS.68.RH.2.6, LAFS.68.RH.3.7, LAFS.68.RH.3.8, LAFS.68.RI.2.4, LAFS.68.RI.2.6, 
LAFS.68.RI.3.7, LAFS.68.RL.1.2, LAFS.68.RL.2.4    SEL-Identity and Agency, Social Skills, & Public Spirit 
 
Essential Question:   How can we all be connected if we are so different from one another? 
 
Objective: Students will understand the positive aspects of diversity by incorporating EOD 
artwork and quotes, along with other educational sources. 
 
Resources:  

• “We are Connected” Worksheet 
• EOD artwork Handout (without the title) 
• EOD artwork- The Diversity Cube with quote https://www.embracingourdifferences.org/gallery/2020-

gallery/the-diversity-cube/2399/?back=gallery 
• Being the Same and Being Different Ted Talk 

https://www.ted.com/talks/alyssa_firla_being_the_same_and_being_different?utm_campaign=tedspread
&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=tedcomshare  

 
Before Instruction: Students should have an understanding of the culture and diversity 
found in their home, school & community. 

 
Direct Instruction:  
Day 1 
Slide A 

1. Students should answer the following question in written form (journal, notes, etc.):   Ask students 
to think about how they see or understand themselves, what part of their identity is most 
important to them? (physical, cultural, religion, country, etc.) 

2. Ask for volunteers to share their answer with the class.   
3. Ask students to think about (but do not answer) the following question: How can we all be 

connected if we are so different from one another? 
 

Slide B-D 
4. Give each students the handout “We are Connected”. 
5. Ask students to read, analyze and answer the questions after each quote.  
6. Ask for volunteers to share their answer with the class.   
7. Ask students to think about and give examples of the following concept:  Although we are all 

different, we are also the same in many ways. 
 

Our Connections (2 class periods) 
Lesson Created by Carol LaVallee 



 
Slide E 

8. Put students into groups of 3 or 4.  Provide the group with a colored copy of the EOD artwork- The 
Diversity Cube https://www.embracingourdifferences.org/gallery/2020-gallery/the-diversity-
cube/2399/?back=gallery  handout (without the title).  Have students discuss the meaning of the 
artwork with each other. 

9. Ask the group to describe the differences and similarities they see in the artwork (verbally or on 
paper).  (i.e. Similarity- all children on the cube, adults in background.  Difference- the people on 
the cube are from different cultures/ethnicities). 
 

Day 2 
Slide F 

10. Continue the artwork discussion, reminding students of what was discussed yesterday.  Ask 
students to come up with ONE word to describe the artwork, reminding them to notice the colors, 
symbols, etc. (Teacher should remind students that artwork means something different to 
everyone and there are no right/wrong answers).  Ask students to share their answers with the 
class.  The teacher should lead an in-depth discussion about the student’s comments, encouraging 
them to understand the different ideas seen in the artwork.  (i.e. The people in the background 
seem to be older, why do you think that is?)   

11. Finally, reveal the title of the artwork, The Diversity Cube, to the students.  Ask them why they feel 
that is the title of the artwork. 
 

Slides G-H 
12. Continuing with students into groups of 3 or 4, discuss the quote that was paired with The Diversity 

Cube:  A difference isn't a challenge; it's an opportunity.  Have each group come up with 
words or a phrase that could fill in the blank at the end of the quote (i.e. A difference isn't a 
challenge; it's an opportunity to _____________.) and have the groups share their answers with 
the class. (The teacher may want to list the answers on the board) 

13. Next, have the groups come up with words or a phrase that could complete this sentence: People 
who have similarities have an opportunity to _____________. 

14. Finally, break up the groups, putting students back into individual work mode.  Display the 
artwork- The Diversity Cube and the quote: A difference isn't a challenge; it's an opportunity for all 
to see.  Remind students they still have the “We are Connected” quotes.  Tell student think about 
the essential question:   How can we all be connected if we are so different from one another?  
For inspiration, watch Ted Talk: Being the Same and Being Different https://youtu.be/h3a-HOze0H0  as a 
class.   
 

ASSESSMENT:  Have students answer (by writing, one pagers, artwork, etc.) the essential question, citing 
their ideas from the artwork and quotes from this lesson: How can we all be connected if we are so 
different from one another? 
 
Extensions:  

• Environment Lessons “We are all Connected” 
https://shelburnefarms.org/sites/default/files/7_howareweconnected.pdf 

 



 



How We are Connected… 

 

 “Across many studies of mammals, from the smallest rodents all the way to us humans, the data 

suggests that we are profoundly shaped by our social environment and that we suffer greatly 

when our social bonds are threatened or severed.“  by Matthew Lieberman 

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/why-we-are-wired-to-connect/ 

1. What do you feel the author is trying to say?  Is the quote talking about differences or 

similarities among people, or both?  Explain your answer. 

 

 

 

 

“That was why Martin Luther King called on people to be judged not by the colour of their skin 

but the content of their character. And in the same way, people should not be judged by their last 

name, or their religious faith, but by the content of their character and how they behave. Are they 

good citizens? Are they good people? …. In the United States, we embrace the motto: E Pluribus 

Unum. In Latin, that means, ‘out of many, one.’”  by Barak Obama  

https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2015/07/26/remarks-president-obama-

kenyan-people 

2.  What do you feel the author is trying to say?  Is the quote talking about differences or 

similarities among people, or both?  Explain your answer.  

 

 

 

“…I am saddened by how people treat one another and how we are so shut off from one another 

and how we judge one another, when the truth is, we are all one connected thing. We are all from 

the same exact molecules.”  By Ellen Degeneres 

http://www.oprah.com/omagazine/oprah-interviews-ellen-degeneres-ellens-o-magazine-cover/3  

3.  What do you feel the author is trying to say?  Is the quote talking about differences or 

similarities among people, or both?  Explain your answer. 
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