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Inclusion 2021 (40 - 50 min.) 
Created by Christine Braun 

Standards / SEL Connections: 
Standards: LAFS.ELA-LITERACY.910-1112.SL.1-3, LAFS.SS.912.H.1.2, LAFS.SS.912.H.1.3, 
LAFS.SS.912.H.2.3, LAFS.SS.912.H.2.4  
SEL Components: Self-Awareness, Relationship Skills, Social Awareness 

Essential Question: 
How can we, as a community/society, incorporate inclusion - the practice or policy of providing equal 
access to opportunities and resources for people who might otherwise be excluded or marginalized? 

Objective: 
Students will examine topics around family, self-esteem, pride, style and identity, which will identify 
the qualities of the various diverse cultures we have in America 

Cultural inclusion will be discussed by incorporating the Oscar award winning short film Hair Love, 
EOD artwork and quotes and other educational sources.  

Resources / Materials Needed: 
− Lesson PowerPoint
− Hair Love Reflection Sheet (page 3)
− Pencils

Direct Instruction: 

Slide 1 (5 min.):  
− Have students analyze the artwork quietly. What stands out to them as thought-provoking?
− Have students compare/contrast the mood/tone of the image and the quote quietly.
− ASK – What connection does the art and the quote have?

Slide 2 (5 min.): 
Leave the Artist statement up on the board a bit and have class quietly read/reflect on the statement.  
Ask students to restate what they feel the artist is trying to say. 
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Slide 3 (20 min.):  
− Post or make copies of the Hair Love Reflection Question Sheet (page 3). 
− Watch the short film Hair Love (7 min.) and have them reflect as a group discussion  

or write out their thoughts on the sheet and share as many as time allows. 
 
Hair Love – Oscar winning animated short film.  The story of Hair Love was born  
out of seeing a lack of representation in mainstream animated projects, and also wanting to promote 
hair love amongst young men and women of color.  
 
The hope is that the presentation will be particularly inspiring for any of the audience members who 
come from communities that are traditionally underrepresented in the eyes of mainstream film and 
media and will empower and show them that all stories are important and deserve to be seen and 
heard. 

 
Slide 4 (5 min.): 
Leave the Artist statement up on the board a bit and have class quietly read/reflect on the statement.  
Ask students to restate what they feel the artist is trying to say. 
 
Slide 5 (5 min.): 
Have students analyze the artwork quietly.  What stands out to them as the theme or message in the 
art?  Have students compare/contrast the mood/tone of the image and the quote quietly. 
 
Slide 6 (5 min.) Group reflection: 
Have students read the questions to themselves and ask for reflection or thoughts on the questions. 
 
Extensions: 
Students will show how fashion, style, hairstyle and clothing can be connected to cultures in the 
world. Students will need to think of one particular culture and give an example of one style or 
appearance-based representation of that culture that they have seen, research and come up with 
three facts about the culture, and see if they can find the origins of the importance of that 
representation. 
 
Bonus Extension: 
Another award-winning short animation on Inclusion is – Ian (click here) 
 
SEL Framework: click here  

  

https://youtu.be/kNw8V_Fkw28
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hz_d-cikWmI
https://casel.org/what-is-sel/
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Hair Love Reflection Sheet 
 
Name______________________________________________  

Date___________________________________   Period   

  
Matthew A. Cherry and Karen Rupert Toliver created this animated 
short film out of a desire to have representation in animation and to 
promote hair love among African American boys and girls. 
 
Why does representation in film (INCLUSION), especially film 
geared towards children, matter?   
 
What were your overall thoughts and feelings after viewing this 

animated short?  Explain your answer below.  
 
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
              
               
               
               
               


