
Embracing Our Differences Art Exhibit 
Vandalized: Sarasota Police 
Public art inspired by author Toni Morrison's  book "The 
Blues t Eye" was  vandalized and des troyed at downtown 
Sarasota 's  Bayfront Park. 

 

Tiffany Razzano,Patch Staff  

Public art inspired by author Toni Morrison’s  book “The Blues t Eye” was  
vandalized and des troyed a t downtown Sarasota’s  Bayfront Park. The work 
was  part of the annual Embracing Our Differences  exhibit. (Shutters tock) 
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SARASOTA, FL —  Ar t wor k d isp layed  in  down town  Saraso t a ’s  an n u a l 
Em br acin g  Ou r  Differen ces  a r t  exh ib it  in  Bayfr on t  Park was  
van da lized  Tuesday n igh t ,  accor d in g  to  a  Sar aso t a  Police  Dep ar t m en t  
r ep or t . 

Each  year , t h e Em br acin g  Ou r  Differen ces  exh ib it ion  fea t u res  50 -
b illboar d - s ized  works  of a r t  accom p an ied  by an  in sp ir a t ion a l quote . 
Th ou san ds  of ar t is t s  an d  wr it er s  fr om  n ear ly ever y s t a t e  an d  dozen s  
of cou n t r ies  su bm it  t h eir  wor k each  year . 

Ph ot os  of t h e  van da lized  wor k sh ared  by th e  n on p rofit  or gan iza t ion  
on  socia l m ed ia  sh ow th a t  t h e  des t royed  wor k was  a  can vas  p r in t  o f 
“ Wom en  of t h e  Blu es t  Eye”  by Tam p a  a r t is t  Don n a M. Rich ar dson . 
Her  work was  accom p an ied  by a  quote  from  Ojasvi “ Oju”  Ram an i,  a  
6 t h - gr ade s t u den t  from  Vir gin ia ,  accor d in g  t o  th e Em br acin g  Ou r  
Differ en ces  webs it e . 

" An  ideal wor ld  wou ld  be  on e wh ere you  accep t  o th er s ,  bu t  a  per fect  
wor ld  is  on e wh ere  you  accep t  you rse lf,”  t h e quote  r ead . 

In  a  s t a t em en t  sh ar ed  with  th e  Sar aso t a  Her ald - Tr ibun e, t h e  
organ iza t ion  sa id , “ Diver s ity is  a  r ea lit y, n ot  a  s logan . Hu m an  bein gs  
com e in  a ll sh apes , s izes , co lor s ,  e th n ic backgrou n ds , ab ilit ies , an d  
sexu a l or ien t a t ion s . Th a t ’s  a  fact ...Bu t  t h e for ces  of r eact ion , h a t e,  
b igo t ry an d  p r ejud ice  h aven ’t  gon e away."  
Th e a r t is t  wro te  on  h er  Facebook p age, “ Th e t r u t h  s t r ikes  a t  t h e  h ear t  
o f h a t e!!! Th is  is  wh a t  h appen s  wh en  t h e gover n or  decides  t o  ban  
im por t an t  lit e r a t u r e th a t  sp eaks  t o  ou r  t r au m a. You  can n ot  er ase  th e  
t r u th ! You  will n o t  s ilen ce  ou r  voices! Th is  is  t h e in sp ira t ion  th a t  
d r ives  m y a r t . You  can  t r y, bu t  I w ill n o t  be  s t op ped!”  
Th e van da lized  p iece  was  in sp ir ed  by th e  book “ Th e Blu es t  Eye”  by 
au t h or  Ton i Mor r ison . 

Th e s t or y of t h e p ro t agon is t ,  Pecola , “ reson a ted  wit h  m e an d  m illion s  
of o th er  lit t le  Black g ir ls  wh o s t r u ggled  to  fit  t h e  typ ica l s t an dar d  of 
beau t y th u s  wish in g  for  ‘b lue  eyes ,’ in clu d in g Op r ah  Win frey an d  
Vio la  Davis ,”  Rich ar dson  wrote  in  h er  a r t is t  s t a t em en t . “ To m e 
' Em br acin g  Ou r  Differen ces '  m u s t  a lso in clu de em br acin g  an d  
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celebr a t in g wh at  m akes  every in d ividu a l beau t ifu l,  un ique an d  wor t h y 
of love . You  n ever  kn ow, th ey m ay gr ow u p  t o  be an  Academ y Awar d-
win n in g act r ess  or  t h e  fir s t  Black wom an  b illion a ire .”  
“ Th e Blues t  Eye”  is  a  fr equen t ly ch allen ged  book a t  sch ools  an d  
lib r ar ies  —  in clu din g  in  Sar aso t a  Cou n t y, wh ere p aren t s  ca lled  for  it s  
r em oval from  p u blic sch ools  las t  year  a ft er  r ead in g r ap e  scen es  fr om  
t h e  book, ou t  o f con t ext ,  a t  a  sch ool boar d  m eet in g . Aft er  t h is  
m eet in g, t h e  book was  t em p or ar ily r em oved from  sch ool m edia  
cen t er s  t h rou gh ou t  t h e d is t r ict . 
Th e t it le  a lso  lan ded  a t  No. 8  on  th e  Am er ican  Libr ar y Associa t ion ’s  
“ Top  10  Mos t  Ch a llen ged  Books  for  20 21.”  

It ’s  o ft en  “ ban n ed  an d  ch allen ged  becau se  it  dep ict s  ch ild  sexu a l 
abu se an d  was  con s idered  sexu ally exp licit ,”  t h e  organ iza t ion  sa id . 
On e wit n ess  t old  officer s  wh o resp on ded  to  r epor t s  o f p r oper ty 
dam age n ear  Mar in a  Jack th a t  sh e  saw a  m an  “ in t en t ion a lly dam age”  
t h e  d isp lay, accord in g  to  th e  p olice r ep or t . 

Th e su spect  p u lled  down  th e a r t  an d  cu t  t h e  can vas  before  leavin g  th e  
p ar k, sh e  added . 

An  officer  foun d  th e  can vas  on  th e  sou th er n  p or t ion  of Bayfron t  Park, 
a lon g  t h e beach , an d  m oved it  n ext  t o  wh er e it  was  d isp layed . 

Dam ages  am ou n ted  to  abou t  $ 3,0 0 0 , accor d in g to  r ep or t s . Em br acin g  
Ou r  Differen ces  p lan s  to  r ep r in t  t h e can vas . 

Witn esses  descr ibed  th e  su spect  as  a  4 0 -  t o  50 - year - old  wh it e  m an  
with  “ a  scr u ffy bear d”  an d  a  r ed  du ffle  bag , t h e r epor t  sa id . 

Police  fou n d  a  Wes ley Ch apel m an  m at ch in g  th e  su spect ’s  descr ip t ion  
n ear  Rin glin g Bou levar d  an d  Or an ge Aven u e. Th ey ques t ion ed  h im , 
bu t  h e  den ied  bein g  a t  t h e a r t  exh ib it  an d  sa id  th a t  h e was  com in g 
fr om  a  n earby Pu blix. 

Wh ile th e po lice  r epor t  n am ed  th e  su sp ect ,  h e  wasn ’t  ch arged  with  
an y cr im es . 
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Wh eth er  t h e  su spect  is  ch arged  or  n o t  will be u p  to  th e Em br acin g  Our  
Differ en ces  organ iza t ion , p olice sa id . 

Pa t ch  h as  r each ed  ou t  t o  Rich ar dson  an d  Em br acin g  Ou r  Differen ces  
for  com m en t . Th is  s tory will be  up da t ed  wh en  th ey r esp on d . 
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