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Embracing Our Differences Receives Top-Ranked State Grant 
The Florida Division of Cultural Affairs awarded a $145,675 grant after the organization earned a perfect application score. 

(August 7, 2025) Embracing Our Differences has received a $145,675 grant from the Florida Division of Cultural Affairs to support its celebrated outdoor exhibitions and year-round arts education initiatives. The organization’s application earned a perfect score of 100 out of 100—tying for first place among hundreds of applicants statewide.
The award comes in a year when funding for the arts was sharply curtailed across Florida. Of more than 600 organizations that previously qualified for Cultural and Museum Grants, only 184 received funding—and only those with scores of 95 or higher were awarded their full request. Embracing Our Differences is one of just 11 organizations in Sarasota and Manatee counties to receive support in this cycle.
“This recognition is deeply meaningful—especially in such a challenging year for regional arts funding,” said Sarah Wertheimer, president and CEO of Embracing Our Differences. “To earn a top score is a powerful validation of our mission, our team, and the lives we impact. This support allows us to continue delivering transformative art and education experiences to tens of thousands of students, teachers, and visitors.”
Embracing Our Differences’ year-round education initiatives are at the heart of its mission—reaching and inspiring more than 694,000 students since 2004, including over 51,000 students and 2,100 educators during the 2024–2025 school year alone. In addition to field trips to the exhibitions, the organization offers reading days, service-learning clubs, educator workshops led by nationally recognized experts, and standards-based lesson plans developed in partnership with local school districts.
Now in its 23rd year, Embracing Our Differences’ flagship exhibition showcases 50 billboard-sized works of art and inspirational quotes celebrating kindness, respect, and the human experience. The 2026 exhibitions will be on view January 17 to April 19 in Bayfront Park in Sarasota, and March 7 to April 12 in Poynter Park in St. Petersburg. 
For more information about Embracing Our Differences, call 941-404-5710, or visit EmbracingOurDifferences.org.

Photo Captions:
· Students from Sarasota and Manatee counties explore Embracing Our Differences' annual outdoor art exhibition at Bayfront Park in Sarasota. The 2025 show featured 50 billboard-sized works of art and quotes promoting kindness, respect, and inclusion. Photo by Barbara Banks.
· Students at Virgil Mills Elementary proudly display their copies of “Mixed: A Colorful Story” during Embracing Our Differences’ 2025 Reading Day. Pictured with the class are Tara Legowski, teacher, and Amanda Edge Horne, volunteer reader.
· High school students from across the region gather for Unity Day, one of Embracing Our Differences’ many year-round education programs that inspire students to create positive change in their schools and communities.
About Embracing Our Differences
Embracing Our Differences is a nonprofit organization that employs the transformational power of art and education to promote a more inclusive community that celebrates individuality and common humanity. It accomplishes this through an annual, large-scale outdoor juried art exhibition and a comprehensive series of educational initiatives, programs and resources designed for teachers and students. Visit EmbracingOurDifferences.org.


